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Gretc well CHAUCER wbao ye mete 

Of ditci^ and of (utifts gUde» 

Tbe vhich be— ^made, 

Tbe londe fullfil'lcd i» over all. GOWER. 

My mai iter CHAUCER — chiefe poete nrRretaTne->— 
Whom all this InndeTchulde of rvKl'tprcfcrre, 
8lih of our lansa{:e he was the lode-fterre— — 
That made firfl to dyftylle and rayne 
The Ruld dewe dropy s of I'pecbe and eloquence 
Into our tunge thruRh hi» excellence. L7DGATE. 

I'he honour of Englifli long is dede-— 
My ma> fler CHAUCER, flourc of eloquence, 
Kirruur of frudluout etitrndemcnt) 

Uoiveifcl fadir in fcicnce 

Thi< londii verray trefourand richcHe— .. 

The firhcfyadcr of our fav:sla!in?rc- OCCLEVE. 

Vcncrabill CHAUCER, princi;nll poete but pcre, 
Ilevinly lrump€t,orlenc?"<; rcu' 'irrc, 
IneWjqueucc lta1uie,C(i^(il.^l ar.d !<iil. 
Mylky fuunUinc, derc Krn .d^Ti. r. isrUH, 
Of frefcbe enditc throw.^M'/i-i: a ivncl lirvJ. OOUCLAS. 

O reverend CHAUCEii; rryVo^rcthourisall, 
As in oure loung flour iniperi:*! 
1 hat ra:ftf in Brtitanc cvir, uuua rcidi^rirht 
Thifj l)v;irisuf .\T;i'».ci5 the tiiii:i)',>h&royali, 
Thcfref:hecna:ailttci-mcsct'.<:.".ir:'il: 
This mater civuth haif i'.Ii!nir.l'. f-.Ubrlcht, 
%Va» thou noch'jof our Ir.prl'.sa'.l '.h.:: li^ht, 
S'.:rm%.jnlii.t»i:.cry loi.ni* tcrrt.i ■ail 
A^lir:.- r ■»• i'i r.'Mrrin- d'.i.i iiii:.trrbt. fJUKBAR. 
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€ TH C WXF dr BATHI8 nOLOODI. 

But me was u-Ivt, not longe time agon ii, 
Th .t riLiu:n Criit nc vwcnt never but onis ' 
To wcililine: in t)ie Cane cf Galilee, 
1'i);it by tnat tike enfiimnlc taught he me 
I'l'.at [ .\t ihuKle wetUkii l)e but ones. 5, 

L(\ •! TKc L-kc, which a fli^irp word for the none 
1k1 'c a vTi.'Mo V fu (iod and man 
Sj^ iivi' in vej'rcu cf the Sauiaritan; 
'] lifiii M..i> >haddc tm huibonds, fayde he, 
AiK) Miii i. !i>.ii> that now hath wedded thee 5 
Is T.or tl.yii hufbond. Thusfaid he cercuzn, 
Whar chat he ment therby I can not i'ain ; 
Fur tlv.t I J Ike why that the fifthe man 
\V'4o non hufoond to the Samaritan f 
H w Tr:any might fhe have in mariag;e I 5 

"Wt !».ivl I ncv( I tclltrn in min age 
IW-.iMi iitiniiouml-rc uiiFmitioun : 
i\lt.n ni.iy cicvin'- and {rUifcn up anddoun. 

Put wfl 1 v/ot exprcfic withouten lie 
Clod bwi.'l us f(T to vvcx and mulriplie; j 

Th.it 'UTitil text can I wel underftond: 
}i!kc \\A I wot he fayd that min hufbond 
•Sliulil Icvc fader and modcr and take to mc; 
Bi.t (.1 no nour.ibrc mcr.tion made he 
Of I)i^,aniie or of oAo^amie ; 3 

V»'i-.y muld nnn than Ipehe of it vilanie ? 

1.0 h«Tc the wift King, Dan SalomoDf 
/ trow he hiddc wires mo iVvan ou^ 



TAX Vie •r lATim raoicKsvf r T 

(A> wolde Go^ithfaharax tfrme 
ToberefrdhedhaHfixoftatJie) 5620 

Which a gift of Qod bad he for alle his ^ivet ? 
Ko man hath fwichfithat in this wotld on lire is. 
God wot this noble kiaf^, as to my witte, - 
The firfle night had muiy a mery fitte 
WithecheolfaemylbiBrei'washimbiiliTe. 5615 
Blcffcd be God duut I have wedded fire ; 
Welcome the fixthewiiao that erer he (hall; 
For fith I iralaot kepe me chaftc in all. 
Whan min huibottd isfro tHe wofid ygone 
Som Criften man flial w e d de n me anon ; . 5 630 
For than the apoftkiaith that 1 am fre 
To wedde a* Goddes'h^ wher it iiketh me ; 
He faith^that'to be wedded is no finne ; 
Better is to be wedded than to brinne. 

What rekketh me though folk fay Vilanie . 3 62s 
Oiflircwed £«amech and his bigamie ? 

'^. $6x6. I have wedded ^^^2 After this verft the fix follow- 
ing are in mff C> -i, //.f. C. l/and In edit. CU. Aj 

Of wbiche T ha-e prked aiit tbc behc 
Botbe o( here nether purs and of here cbefl& 
Di\erfe feolea raakcn parfyt clerkctj 
And diTer/9 pmClyk in (naay fondry werkea 
Maken tke wtrkman parfyt feklrly : 
Of Hvc huAuBdM CcufcrYag am I } 
Welcome the Qzlbc, Vc. 

If thefe lines arc not Chaucer's they are certainly more in his 
manner than tb^ generality of the imitation* of him. Perhaps 
he wrote fhemt and afterwards blotted them out. T\\c^ come 
in but ^wkwzr'dly Jicre, and he has ufcd the ptinc\\u\ \«\^^\tv 
fijjoeAcr place, Marci^. T, rcr, y'joi. 
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S TKE Wtr or BATBS8 TtLOttfCOfKi 

I wot wel Abraham was an holy man,- • • ' 

And -Jacob eke, as far as^ver I can, 

And e^he of hem had wives tno than two, 

And'maoy another holy man alio. 564^ 

Wher can yp feen in any nian«r iagc 

That highe God defended noariage 

By e^preile w^ord ? I pray yoxt telleth me. 

Or wher commanded he virginitee ? 

I wot^ wel as ye» it is no drede, 5^4^ 

The apoftle, whan he fpake of maidenhede^ 
He faid tliat|)recept therof had he nonj 
h/l6a may confeille a woman to ben on. 
But confeilling is no commandement; 
He put it in our owen jugem|at. 5 65* 

For hadde God commanded maidenhede. 
Than had he dampined wedding out of drede ; 
And certes if ther were no fede yfowe 
Virginitee thanwhcrof fliuldit growc? 

Poule dorfte not commanden at the left 3 6s $ 
A thing of which his maifter yaf non heft«. 
The dart is fette up for virginitee, 
Catch who fo may, who renneth bed let fee* 
But this word is not take of every wight. 
But thcr as God wol yeve it of his might. 5 660 
I wot wel that the apoflle was a maid, 
But natheles, though that he wrote and faid 
He wold that every wight were fwiche as he, 
A/Jn 'Is but coDfeil tp virginitee. 



To wedden me, if thit mf ayahp dk^- 

^ithoBCeexcepC)9»|rfbi|WBiU; . 

All were it goo^iN^^poiVHi lar to toncbc^ 

(trie meat Mrilll^Mipfl^hUcoaeho} 5670 

For peril is |)m^J^ m^ tow to atftoUd t 

This it ^im4hm^^UU ^gmm ' 

^orepnlll^ilVl^lHd^pigio.lreeheei ' 

^FfeclteecIepe:I»Wtif.dutll^ei«4fll« 5675 

^oldledehirliw*fttflcMii(P«).- . 

I jp^aoot it wel, I lia^d-of aoq c»^« ' 

'VTho maideohe^ preferre to bigunie t ' 

IthkcthhemiobMckBeiabod^^iidgofts , 

CfniDcAailwolaflAffi^eubeft. ' 56S0 

For wfil.yfi Imow s^ |k>rd in his boiifliold 

Ke hath nat c^iffVfr^fft^ tU of gold ( . 

Som ben of trcq^ftn^.dw hirlord fiarrk^^^ 

God clepetli Colk^ilttiA in (bodry wiftt; 

* , '• 

♦• 5^77. Igraunt it^wett fbavenonenvie^— Though mahlen,- 

bed preferre bigamr^ 80 flMfe two verfiM fhmd, wrtHout any 

material diffqfdiK)^ iq «y;tlK mC If thef airerii^t we mutt 

underftand preferrt tafignify tlte fame MbeprefcncU tt. 

Knowing no e^iUnple orfli(ihic6nftrudlpn I have ventured 

at an alteration of tlK^- text.' It mig^t have been as well, pcr- 

Jups to have.lpft tbf Af|| lin^ uatoudicd, «iul cu Uave co9* 

re^d the fecond Only tbm ; . . 

Thuagb nutdenheir ite preftrt*d tt blgunle. 



10 Tilt int ot BAtfrtft f koLtfboic. 

Andeverich hath of God a propre^ift, S^^S 

Som this, fom that, as that him liketh Ihift. 

Virgioitee is gret perfedion, 

And continence eke with devotion ; 

But Criil, that of perfedion is welle, 

Ne bade not every wight he Ihuld go felle 5 690 

All that he had and yeve it to the poure, 

And in fwiche wife follow him and his lore : 

He fpake to hem that wold live parfitly. 

And, Lordings, (by your leve) that am nat I: 

I wol beftow the flour of all myn age 5 695 

In th* ades and the fruit of manage. 

Tell me alfo to what conclufion 
Were membress made of generation, 
And of fo parfit wife a wight ywrought f 5 699 

Trufteth me wel they were nat made for nought. 
Glofe who fo wol, and fay bothe up and doun. 
That they vreH made for purgatioun 
Of urine, and of other thinges fmale, 
And eke to know a female from a male : 
And for non other caufe ? fay ye no ? 5 7^5 

The experience wot wel it is not fo. 
So that the clerkes be not with me wroth 
I fay this, that they maked ben for both, 
This is to favn, for office and for efe 
Of engcndrure, thcr we not God difplefe. 5710 

Why (huld men elles in hir bookes fettc 
T/i3e man Ihal yclden to hU Yri£ hitc dcttc I 
4 



6 ■ THE Wir pT BATHES PHOtOGU^* 

But me wa& told, not ioxige time i^foa ii, 
Th it fithcQ Criil nc went nevcF but oats ' 
To wedding in the Cane cf Galilee, 

7 hat by that tike eafamplc taught he me ' 

That [ iit ihiiidc wedded he but ones. 559S 

hi\ iiiTke eke, which a {harp word 6v the nooe», 

Bci. ;lc a \t<cile Jefu God and man 

Sp il^e in repreU of the Samaritan; 

'i liou haft yhadde five huibonds, fayde he, 

Ana fhilkc man that now hath wedded thee jCcd 

Is t.ot thyahufhmd. Thusfaid he certain^ 

What that he ment therby 1 cao not iain ; 

Buc thAt 1 a&e why that the fifthe man . 

Was noD bufbond to the Samaritau I 

H w miny might fhe hare in manage ? 5 6ojf 

\ct hcrJI never tellen in min age 

I/t-on Liila noumbre diifinitioun: 

Xv^en may devii'le and gUxfeii uip and doun. 

But wel i v/ot expreflc "witho.uten lie 
God bad us for to wcx and multiplie; j6lO 

Th<:t ^entil text can i wel ooderftond: 
}Cl:c vv cl I wot he fayd that min hulbdnd 
Shuld leve fader and moder and take to mc; 
Bit oi no noumbre mention made he 
Ot higamicor of oAogamic; 5^^S 

V»'i.y fiiuld men than fpeke of it vibuiie ? 

I. o here the wife King, Dan Sllomotti 
I trow he hadde wires mo than on. 



TiiK wir or BAT9B8 PEoiocrt r f 

(As wolde God it-lcW were to me 

To berefrcfliedhalfiia-Q&ashe) . 5620 

Which a gift.of Qod bad he for alle his i^ives ? 

^ man hath fwichti that in this world on lire it. 

God wot this nohle kingv *s to my witte, ' 

The firfle night had many a mery fitte 

With eche of hem, ia wdl was him on live. 5625 

BIclTed be God that- 1 have weddfid five ; 

Welcome the iixtbe whan that ever he ihaU; 

For fith i vol stot kepc me chafte in all, 

Whan min huibond isfro tHe world jpmc 

Som Criflen man ihal wedden me anon; . 5630 

For than the apoftle (aith that I am (re 

To wedde a' Godde&'h^ wher it liketh me ; 

He faith^thae'to be wedded is no fione ; 

Better is to be wedded than to brinne. 

What rekketh me though folk fay vilanie . S^3S 
Of flircwed t^amech and his bigamte ? 

"t'. S6z6. / ba've iveddedji've} After this vcrfcthe fix follow- 
ing are in mff C i, H.i. C. x^and in edit. Ca. x; 

Of wbiche T havr pTked out the beltc 
Bollie u{ bcrc actncr purs and of here Chefte. 
Dixerfi; fcokc niakci) p^rfyt clerkes, 
AnJ diver/ip praClyl^ >t> ("any (oniry werkes 
Maken tke w«rkmao parfyt fckirly : 
Of *ivc huAkk&dM fcokf yng am I ; 
Welcome the fixlhcVc. 

If thcfe lines are not Chaucer's they arc certainly more !n his 
manner than th^pcnerality of tiie imitatiun!* of bim. Perhaps 
he wToti: them, and afterwards blotted them out. They come 
in but awkwarclly here, and he hat> ufcd the principal idea in 
another place, Marcb. T, vcr,930i. 



rac wit or BATBES TROLOOai. t^ 

Rede in his Almajefte, and take it rhrre. 5 7 65 

Dame, I wold pray you, if your will it were, 
Siyde this Pardoner, as ye began 
Tell forth your Talc, and fpareth for no man, 
And tcchcth us yongc men of your pfailiktr. 

Ci ladly, quod Ihe, fin that it may you like. 5 ; 70 
But that I pray to all thi* compagnic, 
If that 1 fi^ckc after my fantafic. 
As takcth not a Jifrecfc of that I fay. 
For min entente h not but fi>r to play. 

N»w,SireR, thun wol I ttll you forth myTalc. 5 775 
As ever mote I drinken win or ale 
1 (hal fay foth, the hufbondc< that I liad 
A-i three of hem tvcrc good and two were h-id. 
The three were goodc men an.l rivhe :;:'d oiJ.c ; 
Ufincthes micrhtcn they the ftatutc hoIJc c ;3o 

In which that they were boundcii unto mt: ; 
Ye wot wel what I mene of thi-. pardt*. 
A^ Ood mc hclpe I laugh whan that I thinkc 
How pitouHy a-night I made hem fwinkc. 
But by my fay 1 tolde of.it no ftorc : 5 7S5 

They had me ye vcn InTthhd and hir trtforc ; 
Me nedcd not flo luijjtr dili^eme ,? 

To ^*in liir love or dot! hem revt roncc, 
Thty loved mc fb wcl hy ^"d a!>ovc 
Th.it I ne tol(V no dr'iitcc of Kir love. 5 j<)o 

A v/ift: \s oir.cn w^l bcfic hire cvrr in on 
To :^erc:j hirJcvc thirub fhc iiatii iion. 



j% Tax tnr ov batus vkma 

UpoD his propre body and nat ke^ 

Right thus the apoftle toid it initio ine» < •''^ 

And bad our hnibonds for to iove « iNtl'*! 

All this fentence me likcth every deL ' ■'>* 
Up flert the Pardoner, and that anoB^ •[ < 
Now, Dame, ^lod he, by God andby SlU 
Ye ben a noble prcchour in thiscas : '•< 
I was about to wed a wif, alas ! tl 

What ? fliuld I hie it on my flefh fo deref "' 
Yet had I lerer wed no wif to^yerc. ■' ( 
Abide, quod (he, my Tale is not begmMi 
Nay, thou (halt drinken of another toMM|' 
£r that I go, fhal favor worfe than ale : '' 
And whan that I have told thee forth myl 
Of tribulation in mariage, 
Of which I am expert in all min age, 
(This is to fayn myfelf hath ben titc whi^p* 
Than maicfl thou chcfen whoder thou'wtA 
Of thilke tonne that 1 fhal abroche : 
Beware of it er thou to neigh approche^ 
y For I ibdl tell enfamples mo than ten. 

I Whofo that n*ill beware by other men 

\., By him ihal other men corrc^^ed be : 

\\ Thife fame wordcs writeth Ptholomce, 

I.I ' 

•^. 57^4. nvriteth rtbohmee"] Irt the niaTgfn (>f 
the following quotntion ; *' Qui per ^lioti rio|i C0|n 
•* per ipfuni corrijjciit ur :" but I cannot lind any fi 
in 'I'hc Ahuaijcttc. f fi;f,:c'ct th:it The WUc of Batl 
Itolcmy was very (!'.lVcrc:;i iro-n any tUr.t I have b 
meet with< Sec another qiiotatioi; fiou. Llu^ vet. 






I4 TBE Wir OP BATHES PROLOOUB. 

Bpfc (ith T had hem holly in min hond. 

And t)iat they hadde yeven me all hir lond, 

What Ihuld I taken kepe hem for to plefe, 5 79 

But it were for my profit or min efe ? 

] fet hem fo a-werke by my fay, 

tl'hat many a night they fongcn Wala wa! 

The bacon was not fet for hem I trow 

That fom men have in EITex at Donmow. 58c 

I governed hem fo wel after my lawe 

That eche of hem ful bli»ful was and fawe 

To bringen me gay thinges fro the feyre : 

They were ful glade whan I fpake hem fayrc; 

For God it wot I chiddc hem fpitouHy, 580 

Now hcrkcneth how 1 bare me proprely. 

Ye wife wives, that can underflond, 

Thus (hul yefpeke, and here hem wrong on hond, 

For half fo boldcly can thcr no man 

Sweren and lien as a woman can. j 8 1' 

(I fay not this by wives that ben wife, 

But if it be whan they hem mifavife.) 

"^. S'799' ^^^ bijcon—at DonnKnv} Sec Blount** Ant. Ti 
»:;<»rf, p. i6z. Thi» whimfical iiiflic^tiDn wa* not peculiar t 
Eunmotv ; tlicrc was the fame in Brctapnc ; '* A 1* Abb»lc Sain< 
*' Melaine, pics Rcnnes, y a, plus dc fix cens ansfont, un coH 
** dc lard encore tout frais et non corroinpu i et neantmoii; 
•* vouc ct ordonn^ aux premiers, qui par an ct jour enfcmbt 
•* marie/ ont vefcu fans dcbat, promlcmcnt, ct fans g*cn re 
•• pcntir." Cotites d*Eutrapy t. ii. p.iuj. 
^. 5810. Srifren ami lie::] Kom. de la k. ver. 1901 3 ; 
Car plus bardinitnt que nuir honis 
Ccrtaincwent juTCni ct nifiitcit. 
1?-. jSit. (I/Jjf not tbiil 1 his p:ircnl\\eT\Rfccnv«ilo\>c rathe 
ffclcn^ing to CAaucer/iiiurdf i!ian to'lhcNV\fco^''^^^^^» 



TBE Wir or BATHES PROtOGUB. I5 

A wife wif, if that fhe can hire good, 

Shal bcren hem on hond the cow is wood. 

And taken witnelTe of hire owen mayd 5^^S 

Of hlr afient ; but herkeneth how t fayd. 

Sire olde Kaynard, is this thin aray ? 
Why is my neigheboures wif fo gay f 
She is honoured over al wher fhe goth^ 
I fit at home, I have no thrifty cloth. 5826 

What dofl thou at my neigheboures hous ? 
Is fhe To faire ? art thou fo aitiorous ? 
What, rowneft thou with our maide ? benediciie! 
Sire olde Lecl](our, let thy japes be. 

And if I have a goflib or a frend, 3 8 25 

(Withouten gilt) thou chideft as a fend 
If that I walke or play unto his hous. 

Thou corned home as dronkcn as a mous, 

ir- 5814. Sbalberen hem on bond] Shall make them believe 
fali'-ly t!ic cow b i*ood. The latter words may either fignify- 
that the cow is mad or made of wood : wliich ot rhe two h the 
preferable interpretation it tvill be fafeit not to determine ti!l 
we can difcovcr the old ftury to which this phrafe feems to be 
a proverbial a!la(k>n. 

>■. 5{317. Sire olde Kaynard] Cagnard or caignard was a 
French term of reproach which feems to have l>cen original! v 
derived from can/J, Af^nJ^^, in V. In the following fpeech it 
HOuId be cnd'.cft to produce all Chauqer's imitations; the be- 
ginning is from the fragment of Theophrattus quoted by St. 
Jerome, c. y'oinn. 1. 1, and by John of Salifbury, Pc!yci\il. I. \ iu, 
c. xi. bee alio kom, lU la R. ver. 8i>67. etjuli/. 
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And precheft oBLtiqr iMKhft wiA eiil prciB X 

Thoa fayft te bkv It ka gees mefcfaicfe 

To wed a poincwooHB fot coAagc ; 

And if that Ac be ridie of kigh fange. 

Than ftyft thoctlutt stivatannncBtne 

To foffre hire pridi^aiidliire iihiwifa: 

And if that flvt-bftfaire, tlioaTeny Inave, 

A ftou fay ft that dvcty hei^ur vol lure have ; 

dhe may no-nhiie uachafliCec abide 

That is aflailled opon esvtry fide» 

Tho^ fiiyft fim folk dcfire ea fet ridicfle. 

8oni for our iha|ie,<and fim. for our fMmeic^ 5I 

And fom for ihe can ey ther fiag ordaace. 

And fom for.'gemilleine and daUance; * 

8nm for hire hoodet and hire armea fmalo: 

Thuii goth all to the devil by thy taleJ 

Thou fayft men may not hepe a callel wal, 

tt mny fo long tfiai lied be or^ al. 

And if that ihe he foul, thou fayfi that (he 

Cofeicth e^wry man that ihe may fite; 

for M a fpaniel Ihe wol on him lepe 

Til Ihe may findcn ibm man hire to chepe. 

K« IMMI lb ffny go®' goth ther m the lake 

( A» f»y ft thou} that wol ben wi|hbtte a make : 

AitU tayA it ia an hard thing £er towelde 

A ihiM}*, that no man wol hi»thankc8 helde. 

Tluii tiiylhhou, lord, whan thou god to bed, j{ 
■i4hf//utt ttu wife man nedcth for to wed, 
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Ke 00 man that entendeth untohcYcn. 
With wilde thondcr dint and firy leven 
Mote thy welked nekke be to-broke. 

Thou fayll that dropping houfcs and eke fnioke> 
And chiding wives, maken men to flee i 5^6 1 

Out of hi r owcn hous. A, heaedklu! 
What aileth fwiche an old man for to chide \ 

Thou fayft We wives wol our vices hide 
Til we be faft, and than we wol hem fhewe. S^^S 
Wei may that be a provcrbc of a Ihrewe. 

Thou fayft chat oxen, alTes, hors, and houndcs, 
They ben aifaied at divcrfe (loundes, 
Bafinefi, lavourcs, or that men hem bie, 
Spones, ftoolcs, and all fwiche hufbondric, 5 S 70 
And fo ben pottes, clothes, aUd aray. 
But folk of wives maken non aflay 
Til the?y ben wedded, olde dotard fhrcwc. 
And than, fayft thou, we wol our vices flicwc. 

Thou fuyft alfo that it difplefcth me 5875 

But if that thou wolt prcifen my beautce, 
And but thou pore alway upon my face, 
And clepe me Fairc Dame in every place; 
And but tliou make a fcfte on thilke day 
Thr*t I wa-* borne, and make n?x* frefli and gay; j J!oO 
An\ but thou do to my noricc honour, 
Ari'l t<j my chambcrere within my hour, 

^. iH*^z i:f\iiKLircr:'\ A cl:. amber maid, Tr. Sec SS*)?, S?.-: -j,-, 

XjiS fj /lur it fj nmrrici: 
Ii a mere, U iuoull u \.i nice. R,^. ,,. ,;, r . , ^. ^^.O , 

liiij 



*fS ■ THE VriT or OiLTIEES vnaLOGtrE. 

A nd to my fadcrs folk aod myn allies : 
Thus fayft thou, olde barel ful of lie*. 

And yet alfo of our prcotis Jaakin, 5 ^^5 

For his crtfpe here, ihining^ as gold fo fin, 
And for he fquiercth me both up aoA^oun, 
Yet h ad thou caught a falfe fufpe<ftioD : 
I wol him nat though thou were ued to-morwe. 

But tell mc this. Why hided thou with ibrwe j 890 
The keies of tliy cheft away fro me f 
It is my good as \&'cl as thin parde. 
What, weneil thou make an idiot of our Dame ? 
Now by that I^ord that cleped is Seint Jame 
Thou {halt nat bothe, though that thou were wood. 
Be niaiflcr of my body and of my good ; j 896 

'J'liat on thou Ibalt forgo maugre thin eycn. 
Wliat hclpcth it of me to cnquere and fpien I 
I trow thou woldeil locke me in thy chefte; 
Thcu fhuldeflfay, Fayrwif,gowher theclefle; 5900 
Take your difpurt; I wol nat leve no tales; 
1 know you for a trewe wif. Dame Ales. 

W'e love no mas that taketh kepe or charge 
"Whcr that we gon^ we wol be at our large. 
Of aile men ybieiTed'mote he be 5S^J 

'1 h J wile allrnlopen Dan Ptholomec, 
Tlr.t fayth this proverbc in his Almagefte, 
I h .ilc men his wifdom is> highefte 
"ih.^i rckketh not who hath tlie world in bond. 

hy thisproYcrbe thcu flialt wcl undcrflond, 5910 
J 
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Have thou ynough> what thar thte rekke or care 

How mcrily that other folkes fare ? 

For certes, okle dotard, by your leve, 

Ye ihuilen have qiieiat ri^ht ynough at eve. 

He is to gret a nigard that wol wcrne 59^5 

A man to light acandel at his laiiterne; 

He ihal have never the leUe light parde : 

liave thou ynough thee thar not plainen thee. 

Thou fayil alfo if that we make uh gay 
With clothing and with precious array 59^0 

That it is peril of our challitee : 
And yet with forwe thou enforceft thee, 
And fayfl thife wordes in the apoAles name; 
in habit niada with chaflitee and fhame 
Ye women (hul appareile you, (quod he) 59^5 

And nat in trcffed here and gay perrie, 
As per leg, ne with gold, ne clothes riche. 

After thy text ne after thy rubriche 
I wol not work as mochel as a gnat. 
Thou fayil alio I walke out like a cat ; 593^ 

For who fo wolde faige the cattes fkin 
Than wol the cat wel dwelien in hire in ; 
And if the cattes fkin be flehe and gay 
Siie wol nat dwcllcn in hous half a day. 
But forth Ihe wol, or any day be dawed, £935 

To fiiew hire Ikiu and gon a caterwawcd. 

•^. 5pi3. in tkc apqfiUi name'] Sec i 7im. 11. 9. 
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This is to iay, if I be {^7, fire (hrewe, 

I wol renne out my borel for to fliewe. 

Sire olde fool, what helpeth thee to fpien ? 

Though thou pray Argus with hishondredeyen 5946 

To be my wardecorp^, as he can befl, 

In faith he ihal not kepe me but me left : 

Yet coude Lmake his berd, fo mote I the. 

Thou iayeft eke that ther ben thinges three. 
Which thinges gretly troublen all this erthe, 5945 
And that no wight ne may endure the ferthe : 
O Fcfe fire fiirewe, Jefu fiiort thy lif. 

Yet precheft thou, and fayft, An hateful wif 
Yrekened is for on of thife mefchances. 
Be ther non other mancr refemblancet 595^ 

That yc may liken your parables to 
But if a fely wif be on cf tho ? 

Thou likeneft eke womans love to helle^ 
To barrein lond ther water may not dweile. 

Thou likeneft it alfo to wilde fire; ^^( 

The more it brenneth the more it hath defire 
Tv confume every thing that brent wol be. 

Thou faycft right as wormcs ihcnde a trc 
Right fo a wif dcftroicth hire hufbund; 
'J'his know en they that ben to wives bond. 55 

l.ordings, right thus, as ye ban underftond, 
Bare I P.ifly min old hufi}oi]dcs on bond, 
That tl.uS they faidcn in hir dronkenntfle; 
And iiJl H'j'.s hlk lur as I tokc ^iintlfc 



Or. JanKin, and apon 1117 ncccalro. j 

OLntdl [hepdliclilidh(m4iiii[htwo, 
Fslgilteles, b; OaddtiCviitc pLnc, 
Fgrat uihoulcnudc iMcomlwhiiiC; 
1 CDudc pLuD, aod I wat ia ihe grk. 
Or elUs cfienrime I badbenl'gulc j< 

Who fo fitft cDmelklo the niilLiitll griiitt 
(pbiDCiIiirll.fnwasoucwcTrcyQint. 
They nere fulgEidtoeuuicnhciurulMiie 
Of ihing the whicti the j nt-trr agllt liir live. 
OfweiichtswoldlbereB hem an bond ji 

Vi'liuithatforfihc uimcl ha inighL they Hood, 
Yettikekd I liii herte (or that ke 
Wend thM I had ol Iran fo grncWcrtft: 
I Tworethit all Aiymlkini^atit by night 
Was for t(ii:['picniRa[h»ibathf digbi: j< 

Under that cotunr had I maiij^amuih; 
Fur ill r*tche wit it TCicn U4 in our birth; 
Vccthe, iTL'piiig, fpiimicg, God hitb ycvcn 
To women kindly while ibai they may lireQ. 
AmtllM'iDf a ikiSg lni?y avaaiitcn nic, 31 

At th' ende I fmithelieCerin <£he degree 
Ey flagit or (oTDej or by t'om manratliinE, 
As by conlinual inutTnurorgrurchio^, 
Namely a-bcd; therhaddm Ibcj meSchaaca^ 
Tlierwiild I chid^. anddcin hem uo pld'ancc : Ji 
I wold no IcujKr in rhe bed^bida 
flthat Ifclibiiannf onr aty &d«, 



ftl TflE WIF OF BATHES fROLOGUKi 

Til he had made his raunfon unto me. 

Than wold I fofire him do his nicetec : ' 

And therfore every man this Tale 1 tell, S99S 

Winne who fo may, for all is for to fell. 

With empty hondmen may no haukes lure; 

For winning wold I all his lull endure. 

And maken me a feined appetit, 

And yet in bacon had I never delit^ 6ocO 

I'hat maked me that ever I wold hem chide ; 

For though the Pope had fitten hem beilde 

I wold not fpare hem at hir owen bord^ 

For by my trouthe I quitte hem word for word. 

As helpe me veray God onmipotent, 6C05 

The I right now ihuld make my teflament, 

I ne owe hem not a word that it n*is quit ; 

I brought it fo abouten by my wit 

That they mud yeve it up as for the beft. 

Or elleshad weneverbeninrefl; 60IO 

For though he loked as a wood leon 

Yet ihuld he faille of his concluiion. 

'I'han wold I fay, Now, goode Icfe, take k^e ; 
Hew mekely loketh Wilkin ourc fhepe! 
Come ncr my fpoufc, and let me ba thy cheke ; 6CI5 
Yc fliuldcn be al patient and meke. 
And han a fwctc fpiced confcicnce, 
Sith ye fo prechc of Jobes patience. 
SiifTieth alway fin ye fo wcl can prcche. 
Anil but ye do, certain we ihal you teche 6oao 
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That it u faire to han a wif in pees. 

On of 08 two moft bowcn doutelees; 

And iith a man is more refonable 

Than woman is ye mo(Un ben fuffrable. 

What aileth yoo to grutchen thus and grone ? 6025 

Is it fior ye wold have my queint alone f 

Why take it all; k), have it every del : 

Peter, 1 ihrew you but ye love it wel : 

For if i wolde fell my belle cbefi 

I coude walke as fresihe as is a rofe, 6030 

But I wol kepe it fur your owen toth. 

Ye be to blame, by God I fay you foth. 

Swiche maner wordes hadden we on bond. 
Now wol I fpcken of my of fourthe hufbund. 

l^Iy fourthe hufbonde was a revcllour, (^^iS 

This is to fayn, he had a paramour, 

And I was yonge and ful of ragerie, 

Stibborne and ilrong, and joly as a pie ; 

Tho coade I dancen to an harpe fuiale, 

And fing ywis as any nightingale, 6040 

Whan I had dronke a draught of fwcte wine. 

Metellius, the foule cherle, the fwlne, 

That with a ftaf beraft his wif hire lif 

For fhe drank wine, though I had ben his wif 

Ne fhuld he not have daunted me fro drinke ; 6045 

And after wine of Venus moil 1 thiiike; 

^. 6042. Miteliius'] This ftory is told by Pliny, Nit. IV)U 
1. xiv. c 1 3, of one Mcccniusi but Chaucer probably VoWow t«\ 
VaXtxiusMaxuaus, I. vi. c. j. 
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For al fo fiker as cold engendreth lityl 

A llkerous mouth moft han a likerouatayl* 

In woman vinolent is no defence. 

This knowen lechours by eiperience. 605O 

^ut. Lord Crifl. ! whan that it reknembrcth me 
Upon my youth, and on'ir.y jolitee, 
It tikclcth mc about myn hcrtc rote : 
Unto this (lay it doth myn hertc bote. 
That I have had my world a» in my time. 605 J 

But age, alas ! that all wol cn^cnime, 
H?.th me bcraft my beautec and my pith ; 
Let go, farcwcl, the devil go therwith ! 
The flour is gon, ther n*is no more to tell^ 
The bren as T beft may now mofte I felL 6c66 

But yet to be right mcry wol I fond. 
Kow forth to tellen of my foorthe i*uibond. 

I fay I had in herte gret dtfpit 

That he of any other had delit : 

But he was quit by God and by Scint Jocc : 6c6| 

1 maile him of the fam.c wood a crocc, 

Kf't of my body in no foule marere, 

r?ut certainly I made foUc fwiche chore 

That in his owe n grefe I made l.im fric 

Fc.r anp^tT and for veray ialoulic. 607O 

V.y Ccd, in rrth I w?.«' his Purgatorle, , 

Jor v.liich I 'hope his f'i:!c be in gloric : 

%'. «^040. IniioT. :fi'-inr!:>ir'} Kom. lic Li R. l^zzz; 
C.trjniihsc ft 'ni h- kU -n^ v: -c 
fl r.'-> /.w.iif on ' >' i'- (Ic.i'cv.cf. — 
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For, God it wote, ht fate ful oft andfongs 

Whaa that his flic ful bitterly him wrouge ; 

Thcr was no wight, fave God and he, that wide 

In many a wife how fore that I him twidc. 60 7 6 

He died whan I came fro Jemfalem, 

And lith ygrave under the rode-becm; 

All is his tombe not fo curious 

As was the fepaicre of him Oarius, 6080 

Which that Appelles wrought fo fotelly : 

Ic i« but waft to bury hem precioufly. 

Let him farewel, God give his foule reft. 

He ts now in his grave and in his cheft. 

Now of my fifthe huibonde woi I telle : 6085 
God let his foule never come in hclle : 
And yet was he to mc the mofte fhrew ; 
Thar fcle I on my ribbcs ull by rew. 
And ever Ibal unto min cndint^ day: 
But in our bed he was i'o frcfli and gay, C'^i) .) 

And therwichall he coude fo wcl me slofc. 
Whan that he wolde han my 6eUj chofe^ 
That (hough he liad mc bet on every bon 
Me coude win agen my love anon. 
I irow I loved hmi the bet, for he ^^95 

Was of his love fo dangerous to me. 
We winimtn han, if that I fliai not lie. 
In this niatcre a queiiitc fantafic. 
Waite, what thing \vc may nat lightly have 
Therafter woJ wc cry all day aud crave. G 1<L'D 
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Forbedeustfaiog and that defineB\v«; .. 

Prefe on us fail and tkanne wol we Ate. 

VJ ith danger attren we all our chalar6>} 

Gret preea at market maketK dere ware. 

And to gret chepe is Jiokkn at Ikd pCife; ^fpj 

This knowcth rverj Woman that is wife. 

My fifthe hufbonde, God his iomic hkffie. 
Which that I tokefor h>ve and bo ridbcfie. 
He fomtime was a clerk of OacB|6He, 
And had left fcole, and went at home at borde €l1* 
With my gofib, dwelUog 'tn oufe totui, 
God have hire fonle ! hire name was AliSoun* 
She knew my herte aad all my prhotec 
Bet than our pariflr preeil, £o mote 1 the : 
To h ire bewried i my cosfeil aU^ ^6 X I J 

For had my hufbond pified on a wall. 
Or don a thing that Ihuld have cod his lif, 
To hire, and to another worthy wif, 
And CO my liece, which that I loved wel, 
1 wold have told hio ooofeil every del : ^I ao 

And fo I did fill often, God it wote, 
1'hat made his face ful often red and hote 
For veray fhame, and blamed himfelf for he 
Had told to me fo gret a privetee. 

.And fo befell that ones in a Lent 6 1 35 

(So often times I to my gofHb went, 
lor ever yet I loved to be gay. 
And for to walke lA March, April, and May, 
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From hous to hons, to bereo fondry talcs) 

That Jankin clerk, and my goflib Dame Ales, 6130 

And 1 myfelf, Into the feldes went. 

Myn hufbond was at London all that I^nt : 

I had the better leifer for to pleie, 

And for to fee, and eke for to be feie 

Of luily folk. What wiA I wher my grace 6135 

M^a«^ fliapcxi for to be, or in what place f 

Therfore made I my viiltatioDi 

To vigilies and to proceiSons, 

To prechingfl eke, and to thife pilgrimages, 

To playes of miracles, and mariagcs, 6140 

And wered upon my gay fkarlet gites. 

Thife wormes. ne thife mothes, ne thife mites, 

Upofi my paraille frett hem never a del ; 

And woft chou why ? for they were ufed wel. 

Now wol I tcllen forth what happed n;e. 6 1 45 
I fay that in the feldes walked we 
TiJi trewely we had fwiche daliance 
This clerk and I, that of my purveance 
f fpake to him, and faid him how that he, 
If I were wide we, fbulde wedden me. 6i^o 

For certainly, I fay for no bobance. 
Yet was I never without purveance 

ir- 61 37. f'/itatiovs^ Rom. de la R. 11491 ; 
bouvcjit vu»fe a U ntere Eelire, 
Et face vifitdtiini 
Anz nopces, aux proccCInns, 
Aas Jeui,aux fefte*, nx carotea.-^ 

^. 615/, /v^a/AvJ BoiAwg pride, Fr. " En orj;uc'\\ c\: t\\ I 'i- 

Cij 
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Of manage, ne of other tbinges eke t 
I hold a moufeti tvit not worth aleke 
That hath but on hole for to flerten to, 
And if that faille th?.n is all ydo. 

I bare him on bond he had enchanted me, 
(My dame taughte me that fubtiltee) 
And eke I fayd I mette of him all night, 
J He wold ban ilain mt as I lay upright, 

J And all my bed was ful of veray blood ; 

But yet I hope that ye ihuln do me good, 
For blcod betokcncth gold, as me was taught 
And al was falfe, I dremed of him right nau^ 
But as I fulwed ay my dames lore 
As wel of that as of other thingea more, 
j' But now, Sire, let me fee, what fliall I fa 

(| jij A ha ! by God I have my Tale again. 

. -^ Whan that my fourthe huibonde was on be 

'f^%. I wept algate and made a fory chere, 

\\V As wives moten, for it is the ufagc, 

,'■* And with my covcrchcfc covered my vifa 

' «, But for that I was purveyed of a make 

i 1 wept but fmal, and that I undertake. 

1^ To chirche was myn huibond born a-mr 

Witli neighchcuFes that for him maden 
And Jankin cure clerk was on of tho : 
As helpe me (^od, whan that I faw hin: 

/'i;:r," Fio'iffart, v. iv. c. 70. In the et'.itt. it 
tliovght in the next lines is taken Irom Rom. 
MouJt a f"iirif pnvrc rccf»iir^, 
Ar met en ft ami />i'rj| it <)iiii'e. 



.\Fler the bfre mc ihought he had a piire 
Ofl^guaniloffect fetltnt andfaire filSo 

T^e all mv hme I y^'c unto hiihofd. 

Hf was, 1 trow, i twciil^ winter old. 

And i was founy, if I {balUy hA, 

But yet 1 had »1way a caka Corh. 

□u-KHhtd I was. and th-jcbecamemevnlei 6i3j 

Uidthe print of Seint Venui Mt. 

A-. lielpc me Gnd [ was a iofty on, 

Aod fsirc and iiThe. and )'i>n|!i, and wcl twgon ; 

And tiewcly, as min hu(1»ondcg toldcn mc, 

1 had Ihc belle queint thaFmighte be, tilyO 

For ctTtis I am all Veuerran 

In feling, and nny herte is Martian : 

Venui me yave my lull and RkcrHnfneni;, 

And Mara yave me my (lurdy hordinefle. 

Min arcendcnt was raare, and MarstJieriDOc: 

A]», alai! that ever loH: was firme! 6lij6 

1 folwed ay min inclination 

By vcrtue ef my ctinftflhttion; 

That made mc that I coudc nal withdraw 

My chambfe of Vcbih from a jfnod fclaw ; iSlCO 

Yet haie I Mirtc* n.crke upon my race. 

And alfo ia another pcivce place : 

*.«I9I — 4.] Thelcfourlinaare«aiittB|i<aiBir.jl,'ILA. 
1, 1, uhI fevcnl aiherp^ *iid fe iie ihc di^M UimllDinicr. 
I. dioSiocl.: tlic; ccruinly m'l^t m^ vtii^ 
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For God fo wifly be my felvation 

I loved never by no difcretion. 

But tvct fol^»tid miu appetit, 62CS 

All were he fliorte,longe, bhcke, or white t 

I tuke no kepe. fo that he liked me, 

How poure he was, ne eke of what degree. 

What ihulde I faye ? but at the moDthes code 
Thi< joly clerk JankiB, that was fo hendc^ 6219 
Hath wedded me with gret (blempniteCy 
AiAi ro him yave I aU the iond and fee 
That ever was me yeven therbefore. 
But afterward repented me ful fore. 
He n'oldefufFre nothing of my lift: 6*15 

By God he fmote me ones with his fid. 
For that I rent out of his book a Icfe, 
That of the llroke myn ere wex al defe. 
Stihbnrne I was as is a leeneife, 
And of my tonge a veray janglereflc ; 6x20 

And walke f wold, as I had don beforn, 
Fro hous to hous, although he had it fworn. 
For which he oftentimes wold preche, 
And mc of olde Romaine geftcs tcche. 

-^ . 6z 1 6. with bisfi^"} Mf. A. reads— o« thelyjlc — and fo doei> 
C(l. CiJ. i, with the 4i!dition of (what was at firft a rrarglnal 
i;!of8" on the chdc. In fiipport of this reading it ir.;:^ l>c nbfcr- 
-vcd that 8ir'n)onia8 More, among many Chaucerian phraies, 
has this in his Merry )cji of a Scr^eatttt Is'c, 
And xiiil'hhjiji 
Vpon I hi hi 
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iiow he SuIpitiHs Gallus left hi^'wlf^ 6225 

And hire forfuke for termc of all his lif. 
Not but for op^n-bedecl he hire fay 
Lokinjr out at hisdore upon a day. 

Another Roniaine told he me by name. 
That fgr his wif was at a fommcr ganie 6230 

Without his weting he forfokc hire eke. 

And than wold he upon his Bible feke 
That ilke proverbe of KcclcHaOe, 
Whcr he commandeth, and forbedeth faftc, 
Man (hal not fufTcr his wif <to roule aboute. 6235 

Than Wold he fay right thus withouten doute, 
Who fo that bildeth his hous all of falwes. 
And priketh his blind hors over die falwes, 
And fuffercth his wif to go feken halwes, 
Is worthy to be honged on the galwes. 6240 

But all f(;r nought; I fette not an hawc 
Of his provcrtbcs ne of his olde fawc ; 

ir- 61Z-. ofsn-hcdcdy This is literally from J'tl. Max. 1. vi. 
c. ;; *' L-Noicm diiniiitiqufd ciin capitc apcrto foris verfata:u 
*♦ oo;;iiovcrAt." He Rives ihc rt^rnuorthin fcverity ; *' Lex cniiu 
** tihi nii'tnt t.intutn prartinit oculos, tiuibuj< furnum t'j<iia 
*'■ aMpri.l>t:4. Ilia dccoii* inlLrutueau comp4ra : his dto tj^e- 
♦* cii.la," ISfc. 

ir- <3i ■JO. a/i>ixn:r gr-rrit'^ This cxprcfiion, I ftipinife, took h» 
ri«c >'r<Hi) tiic funiiiiur being the urual icai'on t'ur games. It is 
Uicd in P. I', lol. XI ; 

1 ba-.c l«:\cr here an ha'I'ttry or ajittitrs gantf^ 
'\'\\.:. l:ory is alio irom I'M. Max. 1. vi. c. 3i " V. Scniproniuii 
** St/p! Mj -coiijujicm rcjuilii nota aifjcit, nihil aliud qu:".f.» ic 
•• i;^i.v.ra:i;c luuc* aufam rpcc'.arc." 



Nc I wold not of him corrt^td be. 

1 hate hem that my vices tellen mc, 

And fo do mo of im (God wote) than T. 624S 

This made him wood with me all utterly ; 

I n'olde not ferbere him in no can. 

Now wol 1 fay you foth, by Seint Thonus, 
Why that I rent out of his book a lefe, 
For which he fmote me fo that I was defe. 625C 

He had a book that glad4y night and day 
For his difport he wolde it rede alway; 
He cleped it Valerie and Theophraft, 
And with that book he lough alway ful fail. 
And eke ther was a clerk fomtime at Rome, 635J 
A cardinal, that highte Scint Jerome, 
That made a book again Jovinian, 
Which book wa« ther, and eke TertuUian, 
Crifippus,TrotuIa, and Helowie, 
That was abbcflb not fer fro Paris, 6%Ct 

ir-CzSl- PiJJcrie and TbeopbraJT] Some account has beei 
given of tliefe two treatifeA in the DifiourfCy i*fi'. n. 19. Ai^ ti 
the reft ofthc contents of this volume, Wtroaymut contra Ja 
vmriiRum,andTertulllaji dcPaUiOy arefulHciently known ; ani 
fu are the Letters of Eioffa and Abelard, th« Parables of Solu 
mon, and Ovid's Art of Love. I know of no Tr9tula but on< 
whofe book "Curandarumargrltudinum mulicbrhim ante, ir 
•* et poft partum,** is printed int. MetHros antujubStVen. 1541 
What is meant by Cn/ippus I cannot guefs. 

•^. 6158. itturh book rras tR'rl I have here departed froii 

the mlT. whioh all read — In n hKh hook thsr tvat okc. — Ptri 

A7/'.», however, Jt in-ght be fulBcient to put a full Ho,) af;cr Jc 
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AC the Panlx>left of Salomon, 
Jes Art, and bourdet maoy on ; 

nd allc thife were bonden in o TolDme. 
And every night and day was his cuftume 
( VVhan he had leifer and vatation 6 265 

From other wordly occupation) 
To reden in this book of wikked wives: 
He knew of hem mo Icgendes and mo lives 
Than ben of goode wives in the Bible. 

For truAeth wcl it is an impoflible - Ciyo 

That any glerk wol fpeken good of wives, 

(But if it be of huly feintes lives) 

Nc of non other woman never the mo. 

Who peinted the Icon, tellcth me who f 

Ey God if winimen haddcn written {lories, 6:;j; 

Ah cicrkcs han, within hir oratories. 

They wold have wiit of n^en more wikkedncflb 

Than all the merke of Adam may rcdrcfTe. 

The children of Mercury end of Venus 

£en in hir working ful contrariotis. 62S j 

Mercury loveth wifdom and fcicnce. 

And Venus loveth.riot and difpence; 

And for hir divers difpofition 

£che falleth in others exaltation : 

■^. 6zfi^. cxAltttthri] In the dd aflrolopy a planet wa? (aid 
to be in its cxaltjt'toii when it was in that fi^n of the n oi.-.ck 
In which it was fiippofcd to exert its ftror.frrft infliuinf ; ilr 
opifulite fii;n uas called its dejeclion, as in that it was tui)\ ofcJ 
to ho weakeft. To take the Inftance in the tcVvt, x.\\c c\ a\\a- 
ticu of Venus hvm In H.'ces, £See alfo vcr. lOS^i" n'^ nuC^ ^^^^ ^- 
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As rhu5 ; God wote Mereary is defblat 62% 

In I'ifces, vvhtr Venus is exaltat. 
And Venus fJleth wher Mercury is reiibd, 
Therfore no woman of no clerk is preifed. 
The clerk whan he is old, and niay nought do 
Of Venus werke.s not worth his old fho, 6191 

Than fiteth he domi and wrtteth in his dotage 
I'hat wintmen cannot kcpe hir mariagc. 
But now to purpos why I tolde thee 
That I was beteo for a book parde. 
|l Upon a night Jankin, that was our fire, 619, 

Red on his book as he fate by the fire. 
Of Eva firil, that for hire wlkkednt ITe 
Was all mankinde brought to wretchednclTe, 
For which that Jcfu Crrl^ himfeli was (lain. 
That bought us.with hi^ hcrte blood again. 63c 

La here expreffe of wimmen may yc iind 
That wonian was the \otte of all mankind. 

Tho rcddc he me how Sampfon loft his hcret, 
SItping his lemman kitte hem wich hire fhercs, 
Thurgh whiche trelon loft he both his eycn. 630 

Tho reddt^ he.m«, if that I Dial not Lien, 

jcdion of courfe in Virgo ; but in Virgo was tlie exaltation 
Mercury ; 

She it the weltbe and the ryJynKe, 

The lufl| tlw Joy, ind tiie lykynee^ 

Uuti. Mercury.— 
Gowei\ Conf. Anunt. 1. vii. fol. 147. So invcr. lOOpS.CaMc 
is callcil jfoi'ds exalt At ion. 

^.6303. Tbo rcAic bS\ Mofk of the followinj; inftances jl 
lycntuiiicd in the Fpijhli ijlcrii ad Riijiiium Jj mn iluceiu 
uxore. Sec alfo Rom, J.: la R. j^i40, 1^615, ct/u:i'. 
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Of Herculea, »iid of his Deiaoire, , 
Thit caufed him to fet himfclfs^fifie. 

Nothingibrgat he the care aid tke wo 
That Socrates had. with his wives two ; 63 1 tf 

How Xantsppa caft pi£R; upon hisiied. 
This fily man fat flili as Ik were ded; 
He wiped his bed ; no more dorft he fain 
]3ut, £r the thoodcr Hint ther cosneth rain. 

Of Pafiphae, that was the Quene of Crete, 63 15 
For fiirewedneife him thongiit the tale fwete. 
Fie ! fpcke no more (it is a grifcly thing) 
Of hire horrible lud and hire liking. 

Of Clitemneilra, for hire lecherie 
That falfcl j made hire hufbond Sor to die, 63 20 
He rcddc it with fnl good derotiont 

He told me eke for what occaiinn 
Amphiorax at Thebes lofl his lif : 
My hu(bood had a legend of his wif 
Eriphile, thatforanoucheofgold 6315 

Hath prively onto the Grekes told 
Wher that hire hufbond hiddc him in a place. 
For which he had at Thebes fory grace. 

Of Lima told he me, andof I.ucic; 

They bothe made hir hufbondcs for to dic^ 633® 

^. (5319. Of Lima — and of Lucie} In the Fpijola f^akrii^ ^s'c. 
mf. AV/. 12. D. ill, the ftory is told thus j " Luna virum fuum 
•* i:;tcrfccit qucm nirnis odivit : Lucilij fuum qucm niinis ai:a- 
•* vit. IIU fpontu mifcuit aconita : hacc dcccpta furorem pro 
•' pinavit pro anmris pocuio." Lima and I.unr. in many md'. 
?.rc only diltinguidiable by a fmall Itrokc over the /', which may 
be calily overlooked where it is, and fui'iK^fed wUttt: \\ x-t tvv\» 
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'i'h&t oo for love, that other was For hate. 

I^ima hire hufbond on an even late- 

r.npoyfoned hath, for that ihe was his fo: 

I^ucia llkerous loved hire hufboiid fo, 

'I'h-Jt for he (huid alway upon hire thioke 4335 

She yave him fvriche a maoer love-drinke 

'J hat he was dcd er it were by the morwe : 

Aiki thus alflratcs hnfbondes hadden forwc. 

'i'haii told heme how on Latumeui 
Cor.i]iIaincd to his felaw Arias 63 40 

'iMnt in his j;ardin plowed fwiche a tree, 
On wl.ich lie luid how that h'lf wives three 
1 longi-d iK*ml(.]f fur hertcs dcfpitous. 
<) Icve brother ! c|uod this Arlus, 
Yfvi- mc a phnt of thilke bklTcd tree, 6345 

And in n\y ganiin planted fhal it be. 

Of later date of wives hath he rcddc, 
'lluit fum lian H^iin hir hufbondes in hir bedde, 
And U I hir Icchour dight hem all the night, 
Wliili- that the corps lay in the flore upright ; 6350 
A nil fom han driven nailcs in hir brain, 
W'iiiU' that they flepc, and thu^ they han hem flain ; 
S III han licm ycvcn poyfiin in hir drink : 
1 ir rpikc more harm than iicrte may bcthinke. 

.■\:.il therwithall he kr.ew of mo provcrbcs ^3S5 
IT. .'.I In !};:>> world th^r growtn gras or l:iibcs. 

\ . i« ■ i'). I. uurwu:'\ III n-.:i'. .''Jk. i, s, if is /. itvn-ui ; in tlic 

/ .;.". t .■; jult ciicil, /'.'T C/ .-'/ff .'.'t/:; i:t .1, / .-'.. — 
1 .' o . . '■■'■ f' wi'/vij I'ortlic follow :ii(j a^.h jr.ims fcf i'.'t- . 
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Bet is (quod he) thin habitation 
Be with a Icon or a foule dragon 
Thaa with a woman uliag for to chide. 

Bet is (quod he) high is the roof abide 6^C<k 

Than with an angry woman doun in the Jaous, 
They ben fo wikked and contrarious : 
They haten that hir hai2x>ndes loven ay. 

He fayd a woman caft hire fhame away 
Whan (he cad of hire fmock ; and forther mo, 6365 
A faire woman, but flie be chad alTo, 
Is like a gold ring in a fbw«8 nofe . 

Who coude wcne or who coude fuppofe 
The wo that in min hertc wzts and thb pine ? 
And whan I law he n'okfce never fine 6^ 70 

To reden on this carXed book ail oighc, 
Al fodenly three Icves have I pliglit 
Out of his book, right as he rcdde, and eke 
I with my fifl fo toke him on the cheke 
That in oure fire he fell backward adoun ; 6^ 75 
And he up flerte as doth a wood Icoon, 
And with his (i(k he £mote me on the hedy 
That in the florc I lay as I were ded. 
And whan he &w how flille that I lay 
He was agaft, and wold have fled away, 63S0 

I'il at the lafl out of my fwoogh I brayde. 
O! haft thou ilain me, £al{e thecf ? I fayde, 

xti. 9. 1% and xl. zz. The obfcrvation in vcr. 6^6^ is in l/:- 
iBiiuus, li. i. p. s% cd. JfcJJdir.i. 

t'oLir.: Ill, D 
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And for my lond thu» hall thou mordred me f 

Kr I be ded yet wol I kifiea thee. 

And nere he came, and kneled faire adoun, 6jS5 

Aud'fayde, DcK Aifter A lifonn ! 

As hclpc me <>od 1 ihal thee never fmite : 

Thar I have don it is thyfelf to wite ; 

Foryevc it me, and that I thee beieko. 

And yet eftfones I hittc him on the cheke, - 6390 

And fayde, Theef, thus much am I awrcke. 

Now wcl 1 die, I may no longer fpeke. 

But at the iaft, with mochel care (ind wo, 
Wc" fell accorded by ourfclven two. 
He yaf me all the bridcl in min hond 6595 

To hen the governance of hous and lond. 
And of his tonge and of his hond alfo, 
And made him brenne his book anon right tho. 

And whan that 1 had getten unto me 
By maillrie all the fovcrainctcc, 64OO 

And that he fayd, Min owen trewe wif, 
Do as thee liil the tcrme of all thy lif ; 
Kepe thin bonour,'an(l kcpc eke min eAat; 
After that day we ntver had debat. 
God heipe mc fo, I was to him as kinde 6405 

As any wif fro Denmark unto Indc, 
And al fo trewe, and fo was he to me : 
I pray to God that fit in majeftee 
»So olilTe his foule, for his nictcy cl'Tc. 
^^uiv wo} Ifixy my Talc if yc wol htrc. 64 lO 
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The Frere lough whan he had herd all this : 
Now, Dame, quod he, fo have 1 joye and blis. 
This 13 B long preamble of a Talc. 

And whan the Sompnour herd the Frerc ^al<% 
Lo (quod this Sompnour) Goddes armes two, 6415 
A Frere wol entermetc him cvcrmo : 
Lo, goode men, a fiie and eke a Frere 
Wol fall ill every diffi and eke matcre. 
Wliat fpekeil thou of preambulatioon ? 
W^hat ? an;^ble or trot, or pees, or go lit doun : 6420 
Thou lettcft our difport iu this matere. 

Yc, wolt thou fo, Sire Sompnour ? quod the Frere ; 
Now by my faith I (bal, er that I go. 
Tell of a Sompnour fwiche a Tale or two. 
That all the folk (hal laughen in this place. 6425 

Now ellea, Frerc, 1 wol btflirewe thy face, 
(Quod this Sompnour) and I beflirewe me 
But if I telle Talcs two or three 
Of Frcres, or I come to Sidcnborne, 
That I fhal make tJiIn herte for to morne, 64 p 
For wcl I wot thy patience is gone. 

Our Hofte cried, Pees, and that anon; 

■^. 6414. tbg Sompnour herd the Frere gnW] The faino v. :.\ 
occurisbelow, ver. 6yiS/*and IctthcSoinpnour^a/t."' I/i kt'i 
piacci it fecms to '.« ufcd nieuihorically. Galan, S,i\. t .^;!- 
f.c^ '^nere. \K is iiful liter.illy in 'I'hc Court of Love, vi r. 1 r " , 
wli-.TC thcniphtin!.:;i!e isfdid — to eric and jf*:/- ; hence i:.- r.i :% 
niib::g.ii: or nigl.tm.itlc. in the Uland. at gala is ulula> < , • '•. 
tnore excUtnure ; anil tLmagali Gairuinium. Gudm. And. l.->-*. 

IDij 



/ 



40 TBI wiy or BATisi taik* 

And favde. Let the woman teU hire Tale ; 

Ye fare a^folk that dronken ben of ak. 

Bo, Dame, tcl! forth your Tale, and that isbcft. 64^ 

Al rcdy, Sire, qaod (he, ri^ht as yoo left. 
If 1 have licence of this worthy Frere. 

Yes, Dame, quod he, tell fof th, and I wo) her«. 

THE WIF OF BATHES TALE. 

I N olde daycs of the King Artour, 

Of which tliat Bretons Ipekcn grct honour, 64^ 

All was this lend fulfilled of Faerie ; 

The Elf quene with hire joly compagnie 

Tbf fri/o/Bjttcs Talc} Abachclcrof King Arthur's courl 
enjoined by tlic Queen, upnn pam of death, to tell what thi 
it is that women do mott Uefirc. At Icjugth he is tauglit it 
an old woman, whom he is enforced to marry. Vrry. 

■^. 6439. KUng Artour^ I hope that Chatictr, by placing 
£l!'- quene in the dayei of Kinj; Artuur, did m)t mean to in 
mate that the two monnrchies were equally fabulous and v 
onary. Mailer Wace lias judged more caudidly of the cxplc 
of our Britith hero ; 

No tut rsenfuaee, nc tot vcSr{ 

Nc tut folic, ne lut I'tvcir. 

'i ant unt li cflnt(n<r cunte, 

E li fablcor tam f^ble. 

Pur les conlet enhcleccr, 

Ke tut unt fait fablo fcrobler. Le firuf, mf. Cotftit Vltt'J. J 

•>■. 6441. Faerie} Plenty Fr. from/cr, the French name 
tliofefantalticaJbcinfrs which in tlie Cothick lan^^oagcK are c 
ed Alf:i or Elves. The corrcfi>onding lumes loffc in the ot 
romance dialed* are/iiM, Ual. xtyAhadu^ Si>an.i fothat itisf 
bable tlut aU three are derived from the Lat.yjrum, whici 
the barbarous af^es was conupted into/o/uj and/uM. See . 

TiiT^i', in V. /;V. 75m CangCt in v. Fadus. Our fylleni of Fai 

v/tfulJliavc beea much mure complete if all our ancient w 
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Ta every bufh, and ander every tree, 
Ther is non other Incubus bat he, 
And he ne will don hem no difhonour. 

And to befell it that thin King Artour 
Had in his hens a lufty bacheler, 6465 

That on a day came riding fro river : 
And happed that, alone as (he wae borne. 
He faw a maiden walking him befonie, 
Of which maid he anon, maugre hire hed^ 
^y veray force beraf t hire maidenhed : 64 7 o 

For which opprefifion was fwiche clamour, 
Andfvviche purfuite unto the King Artour, 
That damned woa this knight for tO'be ded 
By couri< of lawe, and fliuJd have lofl his hed, 
(Para venture- fwiche was the ftatute tho) 64 75 

But that the quene and other ladies mp 
So lunge praieden the king of grace, 
Til he hia lif him granted in the place, 

ir. 6466. eame riding fro river^ Or fro the river ^ as !t fs in 

focne mir. : it meann. from hawking at waterfowl, Froiff. v i. c. 

140 ; <* Le Comte de Flaodres eftoit tcusjoursf/i r'rviei e — ua 

•* jour advint quMI alia vollcr en la riviere — et gctta fon Fau- 

•* connler un raucon apres le heron, et le Comte auffi un."---So 

in c. zio, he fays that lidw. III. had with him in lus array — 

** trcntc fauconniers a chcval, chargcz d'oifeaux, et bien fui« 

" yante couples de fortit cliiens ct autant de levricrs: dont il 

•• alloit, cliaeun jour on en c?Mce on en riviere, aivti 0,11c il 

<*liiy plaifoit." Su'e Thopa* » defcrlbed a* fuUowiug thU 

kniglitljr rport, ver. 1 3665 ; 

He C'lude hunte at the wilde dere. 
And ride oa baukl ns/vr the rkvere^ 
Witb grey gofluuk un bunde. 
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And yaf him to the quene, all at hire will 

Tu chcfe whether (he wold him fave or fpill. 64 So 

The quene thanketh the king with al hire might; 
And after this thus fpake ihe to the koight, 
Whan that (he faw hire time upon a day. 

I'hou {landed yet (quod ihej in fwiche array, 
That of thy lif yet had thou not feurctee ; 6485 
I ^rant thee lif if thou canll tellcn me 
What thing: is it that women moik defiren : 
Beware, and keppc thy nekke hone from yrea. 
And if thon canil not tell it me anon, 
Yet wol I ycTe thee lere for to gon 649O 

A twelvemonth and a day to feke and lere 
An anfwer fufiifant in this matere ; 
And fcuretce wol L have, or that thou pace^ 
Thy body for to ytlden in this place. 

Wo was the knight, and forwefully he fiketh : 6495 
But what ? he may not don all as him liketh. 
And at the lad he chcfe him for to wcnde. 
And come agen right &t the yeres endc 
With fwiche anfwer as God wold him pnrvay-, 
And tuketh hislcvc,andwendeth forth his way. 65CO 

He fcketh every hous and every place, 
Whcr as he hopeth for to finden grace, 
To Icrncn what thing women lovcn mode;. 
But he nc coudc ariven in no code 
Whcr as he mighte find in this matere 6j05 

Two creatures according in fere. 
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8*in laiden women loven beft richcflcy 

Sam faiden honour, fom fatden jotincfle, 

Som riche array, fom (atden iuft a-bedde. 

And oft time to be widewe and to be wedde. 63 10 

Some faiden that we ben in herte moft cfed 
Whan that we ben yflatered and ypreifed. 
He )(oth ful nigh the ibth, I wol not He; 
A man ihai winnc ua beft with flatcrie ; 
And with attendance and with befineOis ^5^S 

Ben we ylimed boche more and kflc. 

And font naen faiden that we k>ven beft 
For to be free, and do right as us left. 
And that no man repreve us of our vice. 
But fay that we ben wife and nothing nice ; 65 90 
For trewely thcr n*is non of us all, 
If anv '.vii.'ht wol claw us on the sfall, 
T}!'-: wc ii'iiLkikc for that he faith us foth ; 
A.' -'v, JL'dd he Ihal find it that lb doth : 
For je we never fo vicious withinnc 6^ 25 

We wol be holdcn wife and cicne of finne* 

And fom fajden that gret dclk han we 
For to be holden fluhle and eke fccre, 
And in o nurpos ftedfuftly to dwdl, 
And not bcwreyen thin?: that men us tell ; 65 30 
But that tale is not worth a rake-ftele. 
Parde we women conncn nothing; hele, 
Witncffe on Mida ; wol ye here the Tale ? 

Ovidc, amonges other thingcs fmale, 
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S^ii ^!i :2 had under hi4 loupe hem 
GroA lr.<r Lpt/D his hei two sls'es crc«, 
Thv ^^ h:vh;: vice he h:c, a» he belle might, 
l\l I'li': ::.<iV trom every it.:i: •!-.%:> Heht, 
T/.u: uvc. Lis wif thcr v. ill ox* it oo mo; 
Hr : vca hire muil, i:>d truiled hire alfo; 
H> jT^'cd hire that to no crr'ature 
Sh". (idtf cc:ien cf hi> iii*n^Lre. 

.Nil iv.-orc him Nar, fur a'.i ihe world to win 
SrL- r.:\cz do th^t vilaiiie nc Cnne, 
!'.» :!Mkr hire huibond han fo foule a name : 
^- -. r\iiui: net tell it for hire owen fliame. 
i !:: n.iThclfs hire thoughtc that ihc dide 
*l hi: ihv fo longe fhuld a confcil hide ; 
Hire :hoa^h: it fwal fo fore abouce hire herte, 
Th^t iiLdciv fcm word hire muft aiterte ; 
And ilch flie drrft nat telle it co no niin» 
LVun to a mareis fafte by ihe ran ; 
'i'il (he came thcr hire herte was a -fire: 
A:ul .i-i a bitorc bumble th in the mire, 
Sh;.- Uid hire mcuth unto the \v::ter doun. 
Ecv.rcy me not, thou water, with ihy foun, 
Q^!ud ihe ; to thte I tell it, and no mo» 
]V;iii hufbond hath lonj; aife^ erc^ two. 
Nwvi- in min herte all hole, now is it out, 
1 niljrlit no Icnjrcr kepe it out cf doiit. 
1 Iltl niiiv ye fee, though we a time abide, 
J t/ oucitmoRc', we can no coufcil liiuc. 
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The remenant of the Tale, if ye wol here, 
Rttlcth Ovide, and ther ye may it lere. 

Thi-j knight, of which my 'I'ale is fpfcifillv, 6/ 65 
Whan that he faw hr might not come th; rl;y, 
(This IS to fayn, what women loven mnil) 
M'ithin bis brell ful forweful was his ^oil. 
But home he goth, he mighte not fojourne; 
The day was come that homward muft he turnc. 
And in hii^ way it happed him to ride, 6/ 7 1 

In all his cr.rc, under a forefi iide, 
V hems he faw upon a dance go 
Oi ladies foure-and-twenty, and yet mo. 
Toward this ilke dance he drow ful yerne, 6/ 7^ 
In hope that he fom wifdom ihuide lerne ; 
But certainly er he came fully there 
Yvanifncd was this dance he n'ifte not whcr ; 
Ko creature faw he that bare lif, 
Save rn thu grcne he faw fitting a wif, C- 8 ) 

A fouler wight ther may no man dcvife. 
Aj.^aiiic this kni.:;ht thi* oUle wif gan arife, 
Ard faid, Sire Knight, here forth ne 11th no \v::y. 
Tell me what that ye feken by your fay, 
Puravcrnf ure it may the better be : (•- "■' 

Thilc oldc folk con mochel thin^r, quod (he. 

Aly levc mother, quod this knijjht, certain 
I n' >ni but dcd but if that I can fain 
What thing it i*' rhat women molt defirc: 
Coudc ye mc wilfcJ wold quitQ wci your hue. ( ; i 
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Pli-.rht mc ihj tnwthc here in myn JiQnd,qBod ftc^ 
The nexte thiag that I requere of tkee 
Thou fludt it do, if it be ia thy might, 
AvAl wol tcli it you or it be night. 

Have here my trouthe, quod the knight, I griontei 

'I'hanne, quod (he, 1 dare me wel avaunte 6396 
Thy lif it fiuif, for I wol ftood therby, 
Upon my lif the queue wol fay as I. 
I. el fee which is the proudeft of hem adic. 
That wereth on a kcrchef or a caile, iMc4 

That dare fayn nay of that I ihal you tcche. 
Let us go forth withoutcn lengcr fpeche. 

II10 rowned ihe a piUel in his ere. 
And bad him to be glad, and have no fere. 

Whan they ben conien to the court, this knight 
Said he had hold his day as he had hight, 6666 

And redy was his anfwere, as he faide. 
1- ul many a noble wif, and many a maide. 
And many a widcwe, fur that they ben wife, 
( ~i'he quene hirefelf (kting as a juftice) 66 10 

AHemblcd ben his anfwer for to here, 
A nd afterward this knight was bode appere. 

To every wight commanded was filence, 
And that the knight ihuld tell in audience 
What thing that worldly women loven beft. 66 15 
I'his knight ne {lood not dill as doth a bcfl, 
But to thisqucflion anon anfwerd 
With manly vois, that all the court it herd. 



THE WIF or BATHES TALE. AO 

My licgc Lady, generally, quod he. 
Women dcfiren to hao foveraiuetee, CClo 

As well over hir huibond an hir love. 
And for to ben in maiflrie him above. 
This is your mod dcfire, though ye me klUe; 
Doth a« you lift, I am here at your wille. 

In all the court ne was ther wif nc maiJe, 66 25 
Ne widewCy tliat cootraried that he faldc, 
But (aid he was worthy to ban his lif. 

And with that word up flert this olde wif 
Which that the knight faw fitting on the grcnc. 
Mercy, quod (be, my foveraine lady Qncne, 6630 
£r that your court depart, as doch me right. 
I taughte this anfvrer unto this knight, 
for which 4ie plighte mc liis trouthe there 
The (irfte thing I wold of him requerc 
He wold it do, if it lay in his might. ^^*iS 

Before this court than pray [ thee. Sire Knight, 
Quod file, that thou me cake unto thy wif, 
Fur wcl thou woft that I have kept thy lif: 
If I fay falfc lay nay upon thy fay. 

This knight anfwercd, Alas and wala wa ! 6640 
I wot right welihat fwiche was my behcfl. 
For Goddes love as chefe a new nqueft : 
Take all my good, and let my body go. 

Nay than, quod (be, I (hrewe us bothc two t 
For though that I be oldc, foule, and pore, 6645 
I n*olde for all the metal nc the ore 
ruiume 111, £ 



5 .■) 'JIIE WIF OF BATiir.S TALr. 

Th.it under crthc is grave, or lith abuve, 
I3ut if thy wif I were aiid eke thy love. 

My love ! quod he; nay, mydanipnation. 
y\Ias! that any of my nation 66s( 

r.liuld over fo foule difparagcd be. 
Dnt all for nought; the end is thit:, that he 
Condrained was he nedes muft hire wed, 
A ud takcth this olde wif, and goth to bed. 

Now wolden fom men fayn paravcnture, 665 j 
I'liat for my negligence I do no cure 
'To tcllcn you the joye and all the array 
'J jiat at the feftc was that ilke day. 

I'o which thing ihortly anfwcren I ihal : 

1 fay ther was no joye ne feftc at al, 666c 

Thcr n*as but hcvincffc and mochcl forwc; 

Por prively he wedded hire on the morwe. 

And all day after hid him as an oulc, 

S ) wo was him his wif Idked fo foulc. 

Crctwasthcwothcknighthadinhisthought6665 

"VVh.in he was with his wif a-bed ybrought ; 

I T( walwcth, and he tnrncth to and fro. 
Tills olde wif lay fmiling evermo, 

Antl Cv.'id^ O dtre hufbfind, hi:ird:::t<: i 

Tit -th every knight rhu". with his wif r.s yt ? 66 TO 

l«5 thi . the la we of ivlng Artourcs hous ? 

\ <-V'. rv kni^'ht of his tliiis d:in'/tr<'Us? 

I .WW M;ijr owcn love, and ckc ymir wif, 

' 1.; il- : which that favcd hath vour lif, 
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Siih folk ne don hir operatfon 
Alwa^, at dath the lire, lo, in his kind: 
For God it wot men moun fat ofitn find 
A lard<i foae do Diamu uid vilanie. 
And he that wol han pria of hi> gcntcrie, 
For he wai boren of a geatil hoiii, 
And had hii elden noble and *er[uoui. 
And n'ill himfelTcn do no ^ntil dcdei. 
Me folwc hii |rentil aunceftrie that dcd i>, 
Me n'is not gcntU, be be dukorcrl. 
Tor vilaini Gnful dedei make a cherl : 
For gentillcfle n'is bnt the renotnee 
OFrhin annccIlrH lor hir bigh bountce. 
Which i) a Ilrangc thing to (by pecfaiie : 
Thy gentilkne eometh fro Ood alone ; 
Than camelh onr vctay gentillede nf grace ; 
It vrat no thing bequethedu) with our place. 

lliinketh how noble, aa faich Valeiiui, 
Waj tbiike Tuliiui HoAlliui, 
Thalout afpovertetaretohi|ThDd>lefre. 
Redeth Senik, and rediith eke Boece, 
Ther Qinll je Ccea txptrSc (hat it no drcd ia 
That he is genlil that doth gentil dedis : 
^. <i74T. f);rtrnfWc^] Aereilde.ilof Ihisrcifoiiinj 



Atiil therfore, leve hofbosd. I ikm coBchidi^ 
Alboklhu min aunccArci wcrmnuk. 
Yet Diuy the bi)^ God, aDd/ohope I, t 

Grantcn mc grace to livea veniiomift 
'rh^in un 1 gentU whan that I begtiine 
To liven vertuoufty andwtiwn&one. 

And thtr as yc of pQVtfite m* repreve, 
'I'he liighe God, on whom that we beleic, t 
In wilful pavem ehefe to Icdt hi* Uf ; 
j\n J ccnc\cTcry man, raBidcn, orwi^ 
May underllonLl chat Jufui Imvcc king 
Ne wold nnt chclc a vktuu< livioj;. 

Glad povcric i> an hoDcft thinp- cettaiii, t 
This wol Scncfc and otber clnkci lain. 
'Vt'hol'ulh'jt hall him paid olhiapoverta 
1 iiold him lich, al lud h( not a fhcrte. 
I-lv' ihiit cntcileih ii b poore wnght, 
Fdrhc wold han thai iiiwtiahuiBLght; 6 

Hut he that noagkt hath, me cndcelh to have, 
itrti:hc,althnuf!h;'chuhlhilnbutahtiaTc: 
ViTjy ]iovfrtc n fiwu prafreif. 

Jutenjl fjilh ofpovrtlt menly, 
'J'iie pouro man wtan he goth by ihe way, ■ 6 
llufornihc thcTetheiiiiyliDgand.pUy. 
I'uvcitc is baleful good; and, as 1 gcAc, 
A ful grcl btuiger out of bcfinefle ; 
(.. tf5i7. rmrtrrt 11 bJitflJ locJi la tlAttnmrntnblh 
Au tlHii iRini i>lii»lT tu hjw had in view ih 
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A gret UDcnder eke of fapicnce 
To him that raketh it in patieoce . 6780 

Poverte is this, although it feme eknge, 
PoiTcnioD that uo wight wol challenge. 
Poverte fbl often, whan a man is low, 
Maketh his God and eke himfelf to know. 
Povene a fpctSbdcel is, as thinketh me, 6785 

Thurgh which he may his veray frcndes fee. 
And therfore, Sire, fin that I you not grcve, 
Of my poTerte no more me repreve. 

Now, Sire, of elde that ye repreven me : 
Anil ceites. Sire, though non au<ftoritcc 6 79 j 

Were in no book, ye gentiles of honour 
Sain that neien fhuld an olde wight honour, 
And clepe him Fader, fur your gentillciTc ; 
And autflours fhal I finden, as 1 gelTe. 

Now ther ye fain that I am foule and old, 6795 

Than drede ye not to ben a cokcwold ; 

cent ofBcauvAls, Spec. Hijor. 1. x. c. 71 ; " Q»}J<1 c(l P.iu'.xr 
** tai? Odibile bonuiui Cuaitatis mater; remotiu curaruir. ^j :• 
•* picnti^ reptrtrix ; negotiuin fiiie danmo ; pojTjJio a '/::• ■ • .1- 
•• luttnia; fine fullicitudinc fcUcitas.'* What Vincent !n» :'•.•. :i 
publiibed appear* to liave been extra Aed From a lai^cr c>>:i > - 
tivin of Gnomx under the name ot'SecumiiUj wliich arc Ui'.i c\ • 
tant in Greek and Latin. See Fjbri:. Bib. Hr. 1. vi. c. \. a: il 
nif. Hjrl. 399. The author of l*iercc Pioughn'.r.ii has (iwtnl 
and panphrafed the lame pafTage, r>)l. 75* 

^. 67S 1. 4*/^n^.:l Strange ; probably from the old Kr. ty.'://;j.iv . 
So in Tbe Cuckvu) aiui Xitbti:i^izl.\ vcr. 115; 
Thy roNRM ben (o tUmgt in Qood fay. 

And in P. P. fuL 3, b. ; 

Where the cat U a kitcn the court is full lUiige* 

See h], 4$, b. Sec alfu OV'-^: iu v. Eicni:. 
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]'or filthc, and eldc alfo, fo mote I the, 

hen grete wanltini) uiK>n cliaftitce. 

But natheles, Qii I know your delit, 

1 flial fulfill your worldly appetit. 680O 

Chefe now (quod ihe) on of thife thinges twey^ 
To han me foule and old til that I dey, 
<And be to you a trcwe humble wif. 
And never you difplefe in all my lif $ 
Or elles wol ye han me yonge and fairc^ 6805 

And take your aventure of the repaire 
1 hat fhal be to your hous becaufe of me. 
Or in fom other place it may wel be ? 
K(iw clicfe yourfelyen whether that you likcth. 

This kutj^ht avifcrh him, and fore fikech, 6820 
But at the lail he faid in this mancrc : . 

My lady and my love, and wif fo derc, 
) put me in your wife governaiicei 
Chci'tth yourfclf which may be mod plefance 
And mod honour to you and me aifo, 68 15 

1 do no force the whether of the two, 
tor as you liketh it fulficeth me. 

'I'han have I got the maifierie, quod ihe. 
Sill I may chefe and {^ovcrnc as me left. 
Ye ccrtcs, wif, quod he, I hold it beft. 6S%0 

KifTe me, quod (he, we be no Icnger wrothe, 

For by my trouth I wol be to you bothc, 

V .6: )7. F^>rf.hl:i^ iind.iJj *j'/Ot/'>] Tjicujili mmc of the mlF- 
:!..' I h.ivc fccn niithorlzc Ihc iufcrtion ut'Uic (ccuud/:i it I'cciu* 
.1 'oijciicly iicceCiry. 
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This is tn fayn, ye bothe faire and good. 

I pray to God that I xnotc Her vea wood 

£ut 1 to yoQ be al fo good and trews 6825 

As ever was wif fin that the world was Dewe, 

And but I be to^morwe as faire to feen 

As any lady, emperke, or quene, 

That is betwi3( the eft and eke the weft, 

Doth with my lif and deth right as you left. 68 jo 

Caft up the cvrtein, k>kc how that k is. 

And whan the knight iaw veraily ;aU this^ . 
That ihe fa faire was, and fo yonge therto, 
For joye he bent hire in his armes two : 
His herte loathed in a bath of bliiTe, 6835. 

A thoufand time a^row he gan hire kifle : 
And (be obey^ him in every thing 
That niighte don him plefance or liking. 
And thus they live unto hir lives ende 
In parfit joye ; and Jefu Crift us fende 6840 

Hufbondes meke and yonge, and fresfli a-bed. 
And grace to overlive hem that we wed. 
And eke I pray Jefus to ibort hir lives 
That wol not be governed by hir wives; 
And old and angry nigards of difpence 
God fend hcQ) fone a vcray peftileoce. 6846 



3 8 IHE FRKRES PROLMUI. 

THE FRERES PROLOGUE. 

I HIS wot thy limitoar, this nublr'Frcre, 
lie made ahvay a maner louring chere 
l^pcxi the Scn^pnour, but for honeftee 
No viUins word as yet to him fpake he ; 6850 

Hut at the lall he faid unto the Wif^ 
Dame, (quod he) God yeve you right good lif, 
Yc have here toud'.ed, all fo mote I the, 
In fcole oir.terc a fal gfrct diiiiculcie; 
Vc hjii Lid mcchel thin.T right wel I fay : 6855 

lint, Danic, here ai wo ri'.lcn by the way 
Us ncdcth net to ipAt-ii but of gan»f, 
Ai'd lot aujRoritecs, in Godiits name, 
'1 o prechin;; and to futile eke of dcrgie. 

1. ut if it like unto this con^pignic 6860 

I wol you of a Sompnour toll a game ; 
Paule ve m?.\ wcl knowen nv tht name 
That of a Son'ipnour may no good be faid; 
I pray that non of you be evil apaid: 
A Swrnpnour is a icnnor up and doun 6865 

Wich niandcmcnto for fornicatioun, 
And is ybcte at every tounos onde. 

'I'ho fpakc cur Hoile, A, bire, yc fhuld ben hcnde 

i'. (^SsS. .lui'hi .7iVf] .■■uJ'rir.is wasthcufii.i! word forwliat 
wf c.iil .1 tt"\t ot 'MMi'/turc, inf. // M /. icri, !:>; '• lypdlitnK;.-!, - 
** / I it ui'^ Majus u.:i:i'/i;tu lui'Cr ur.o i^cccit'Tf. ''■■•./. ii ^ 
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And cnrteia, at a man of your cikat^ 

In compagnie "we wihn have no dcbat :' 68 70 

Ttlleth your Taic, and let the Suni|H]our be. 

Na}% quod the Suinpnour, let him i'ay by me 

What i'o him liil ; whan it comcth to my li>t 

By God I ihal him quitcn every };rnt; 

I ihul him tfcllon v^hich a grct honour 6S'; 

U is to be a Hutering lin.itour. 

And eke of many another mancr crime, 

Which nedcth not rehcrfen at this time, 

And hid ofuce i ihal him teli y wis. 

Our tlollc anCwcrcd, Pcc«» no more of this. ^,CuO 

And afterward he fuid unto ti:c Frere 

Tci forth your Tale min owcn maiitcr dcrc. 

THE FUE RES TALE. 

VV iiJLOM thcr was dwellirgj in my contrcc 

An archcdckcn, a man of high degree, 

That boMuly did execution 6 8 v^'j 

III puuiihing of i"orr.icati'.-n, 

()'i witcJiccraf:, and eke 01 hauderie. 

Of d'.fiimatjon, and avoiitcrie, 

t )i chirchc-revcs and oi" telianiCKt*?, 

i Jf contraA«, and of KicU 01 l.icruments, 6>1';- > 

( .f nfi.rt, ai.d of linu)iiie alfo, 

J. LI*: j-.-rt^"- I'jchours did he j];reteft wo ; 

7 ■ r.-.-r..' 7'i'e] i^ Sompnciur an'i iht* (Ii."-."1 n^cotin" <im i ; 
V i\ . .i:ti:rc».;..Vrcr;cc b'jc«):r.L'i\v«iri.l.r«.>lr.v, \,-:'\\\\\^ ■' \ > 
■■ I ti>".i-.nirr. A covcTi" :::\j::i\t: .»,; 11. il \ l.^ liv.\.v vv ....\ > 
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They fliuldcn fingea if that they were hent^ 

Aod fmale titheres werenioule yihent; 

If any poione woid upoii hetn pUine . ■ 6S95 

Ther migfat aftcrt hem no peounial peine. 

For fmale tithes and fmale offeiing 

He made the peple pitoufly to fing. 

For er the biHiop hent hem with his crook 

They weren in the archedekens )>Qok; . 6^09 

Than had he thux;gh his juiifdi^Slion 

Power to don on^Km corre&ion. 

He hiid a Sompoour redy to his hond, 
A flier boy waa non in £nglelond; 
For fubtilly he kad his efpiaiile, ^905 

That taught iiim wcl wher it might^ttght a'vaille. 
He coude fpare of lechours on or two 
To techeniiem to foure^and^wenty m6 : 
For though this Sompnovr wood be as as hare, 
To tell his harlotrie I wol not fpare, 6910 

For we ben out of hir correAion, 
They han of us no jurifdiiftioa, 
Nc never fhul h^vte, terme of all hir lives. 

Peter, fo ben the women of the ilives, 
Qj^od this Sompnour, yput out of our cure ? 69 15 

Pees, with.mifrhancc and with tnifavcnture. 
Our Hoile faid, and let him tell his Talc. 
Now telleth forth, and let the Sompiwur gale, 
Ne fpaireth not, min owen maiiler dere. 

This falfe theef, this Sompnour, quod the Frcrc, 

5 
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Had alway baudes redy to his bond, ' 699 c 

Aa any hanke to lure io Englelond, 

That told him all the fecree that they kaewCp 

Bor hir acquaintance was not come of newe ; 

They wercn his approvers prtvcly : 6925 

He tooke htmCelf a g;ret profit therby, 

Hi^ maifter knew net alway what he wan. 

AVithouten mandement a lewed man 

He coude fompne up peine of Grilles curie. 

And they were inly gnbd to fille his purfe, '6930 

And maken him gret fedes at the nale. 

And right as Judas hadde purfcs fmale, 

And wis a theef , r tghc f wiche a theef was be ; 

His nailer hadde but half his diietee. 

He was (if I Ibal yevcn him his laud) ^935 

A theef, and eke a Sompnour, and a baud. 

He had eke wenches at his retenue. 

That whether that Sire Robert or Sire Hue, 

Or Jakke or Rauf, or who Co that it were 

That lay by hem, they told it in his ere. d^^o 

Thus was the wenche and he of on aiTcnt ; 

And he wold fecche a feined mandement. 

And fompne hem to the chapitre bothe two. 

And pill the man and let the wenche go : 

1*han wold he fay, Frcnd, I Ihal for thy fake d'jAS 

Do ftrike thee out of onrc lettres blakc ; 

^. 6931. the nalel The alehoufe, P. P. fol. 32, b. ; 
Aiul than fatlcn fume and fonge at the vnlt. 

Skinner fup(Kifeii it to be a ccrtruption of inn-ale^ whicli is " -t 
irapoflTible. See Glqff, in t. Sale, 

yolumrJJJ. Y 
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I'hce thar no more Z9 in thi<t cas tntvaille; 

1 am thy frcnd thcr I may thee availle. 

('(. rtaiQ.hc knew of bribonrcs manv mo 

I'han poflible is to tell in yeres two ; 695c 

For in this world n'is dogge for the bowe 

1'hat can an hnrt dere from an hcle yknowe 

l^ct than this Sompnour knew a flie iechoar, 

Or an avoutrer or a paramour , 

And for that was the fruk of all his rent, 695J 

Therfore on it he fet all his encent. 

And fo befell that ones on a day 
This Sompnour, waitinjjr ever on his pray, 
Rode forth to fompne a widcwe, an olde ribibe, 
Fcining a caufe, for he wold han a bribe ; 6^)^ 

And happed that he faw beforn him ride 
A j;ay ycman under a forefl fide ; 
-\ bow he bufc, and arwes brig'nt and kene, 
lie had upon a court epy of grene, 
^\n hat upon hif hed with f^enge^ blake. 6 

Sire, quod the Sompnour, haile, and wcl atak 

y. f>\fS<}. at'.jhh' rINK-'] l!c calls licr InrUw, vlt. 715 
/:/..'• r.-'-.tki-. They were W th iram-.a for the fame mulh 
Itninscnt. See Mj/..ii'i.\ iti v. kj! .c. k:!,:!j, in 'Jii /':v.j/ 
Ix. ?, is ix-mlercd by Macon, tl'c old IiiMuh tr.ii.i'atur 
anil ;."<w/;;r. Ch.iuccr ufes aho the diminiitivc i iiiibi 
35^,1, 4VP?' Ih»w this iniiiunient cairc to bt put for 
uoii:an I catuirt jjucfB, unlcf'- porha\ «» troni lU il.iil'tj' 
olil w riti r, i;r.oicil by Dit '.'./ Vc', in v. L'.-i ..' ^ .;, !:.is the 
in^j linc^ in ii»sdffcription of.i conceit ; 

i^i ll!;•tl^ ttht.iuni arcuahant 
JH:i/ttArt//i vv*.tm lyiiji'ijun'ti. 



Welcome, qtwd he, mrl cveiy gixii (rbw. 
Whi<krtidcftihnu under iliitgrcDcnuw.' 
(Kiidcebu y«iiii»i) wult ihcM) icrtu-iiiy f 

ThijSniDptiour bloi lofmcnl, int) AuilcNa; . 6-jja 
HMc Ulle br(^iia4 he) is isiia Edtcnc 
To riilcn. furcortilea upareat 
Thu loB^ctii 10 m* lll^dl^Llluetu. 
A! vt thou ihw I bwllir-? y«, ^aadiw. 
(Me.dadttnurfBivci'ijr fillhlndfli-iiBe 6975 

Ss]f that He wn ■ &)mpoear fix the nunc.) 

Drfar •iiiiit. <\uniliia-jt!au>,Uy< bnithor, 
Thnu iirt I baiUil. uid I am uMhEr. 
I aiu uaknawcD^E in ibii conirai;; 

And eke of bitUheshcit. il ihut tliec UU. 
I hive ;i)U uhI filver l^iuft ia mj chjd ; 

li ihu liiec hi[r lo come ia la nut fhire 
AllUalbelhin, liehiaithouireJl&liitf. 

GrarJ miny, i^od tbii SumpnoDr, by mf (liih. 
Bnrich la athcr. boad hh Iriwlhe Uirh b}i6 

Pur to befworiK hrcdiroi til thry dey. 
In diliauncc they (idtn f^inh and l<ley. 

rhii SoDipnour, whith tbuiruarfulaf jin^ci 
As fui cif aeoime ben thifj varlMtvloi, fi'/go 



Deor;irt:ie,iiid tnrt Ihevii in V«tt»i >^ *^' 
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And evor enqneriDg upon everj-tlMif^ 
Brother, q«od he, wher u now yoar dwdlkq;^ 
Another day if that I ifliold foit itdmi 

Thu ycflun hini aofwerd in fioltt %Mlie» 
Brother, quodJie, £er in the nortk ttontveet ^99f 
Wher as I hope fomtime I IhattbeciM. 
Or we depart I ihal thee fo wcL wiflt. 
That of min Imssbc ihidt thmuievcr miflo. 

Now brodker, qood this Sompnour, I yon pnf 
I'eche me, while that we riden by the way» 7000 
(Sith that j€ bea a bailiif as am 1) 
Som fabtiltee, and tell me faithfvily 
In min office how I majmofic winnc; 
And fpareth net fof coafcieace or for finne, 
}3ut as my brother twli me how do ye. 7CO5 

Now by my trouthe, brother mia, iaid he. 
As I fhal tellen thee a. faithfal Tale. 
M y Wages ben f ul ftreit and eke ful finak ; 
My lord islurd to me and dangerous. 
And min office is ful laborious, yoiO 

And therfore.by extortion I Icve ; 
Forfoth I take all that men wol me yeve : 
Algates by fleighte or by Yiolcace 
fro yere to yer e I win all my difpence ; 

"vour them; and the common opinion h tAst tHethOTM 

** whereupon they thus taftcn them and cat them ft afterward 

*' poifonfome. InStafTordlhireandShroplhircthenameiscom- 

**a2on** — except that Cotgrave, in hU fr. DiH. expfainrar- 

jww/ to fignlfy the ravenous bird catlcd \ /br\Tic» t\ywtnuTdcr» 

TcarA7//^/^. s<m Glq/T' i" V. /Torlan^lcs, 



1 rin no better tcllen fjiihfullj. 7=11^ 

Now ccrift (ijuudtbif Sonipnour} f jtc I ; 

! fparc nnt to taken, God it wote. 

But if iibe tohevf ortohote. 

Wbat I miy geie in cmihil prndf 

No mmsrcoofeiEiiceof thit liavc I. JCI* 

U'er£ min nrortioii I mi^r not Ijvcti, 

Ne of fwichr japQS '' -' " q^ , ,, 

Stomak nc confciov 

1 Ibrcw Chile fl^ifra 

WelheweniBt by t oe. JCij 

But. levebriither, d mii, 

Quodituifionipiiou m uiiiaKse while 

This yeman gin a Irifi lor m liiiik. 

Broiher. qDwl he, wiilt liii>e thit I thee tell ? 

1 Mil aftnd.inj'dwellingisiQhdll, 7030 

And htie [ ride ahoat my puurchafing 

To wote wher men niol giie tneany thir.R : 

My pourchaiiatb' effect of ill my tint, 

Liitehow thou [iiUfi for the fiincenteat: 

To wiliBeDgiiodtlioiirckkellutiierltnw! 70J5 

Right fo fare I, Ibr rid»i wol I now 

Uatoihe worUlctsndcfor apraye. 

A, quod this aompnour, brnfiinltl whatfjy ye? 

|«rcnd yc were ayemantrtwely, . 

Ve hive a DunDealliape ai wolii i : 7C40 

■». TOil. w iino T" *««] Wc hue neal\^ llm Simc «-• 

■ it»aa<« prslfi-,r,^, I c Jiut"nclaiai>i«itt\tM.4 v^"*^^*^ 

yfOtftHattlr^etsiJ, ttvs froid.ou 'fraif-lMX:' 
E 'lij 
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Have ye than a figure determiruLt 
In helle, ther ye ben in your efiat ? 

Nay certainly, quod he, ther have we noir, 
But whan us liketh we can tadce us on. 
Or cWts make you wene that wc ben ftape J04S 
Somtime like a man, or like an apey 
Or like an angel can I ride of go-; 
It is no wondor thing though it be Ar^ 
A loufy jogelour can decciven thee. 
And parde yet can I more craft than he. ye$6 

Why, quod the Sompnour, ride ye than or goa 
In fondry Ihape, and not alway in on ? 

For we« quod he, wol us fwiche forme make 
As mod is able our preye for to take. 

Wliat maketh you to han al thi« labour ? 7055 

Ful many a caufe, leve Sire Sompnour, 
Saidc thi9 fend. But alle thing hath time; 
The day is fliort, and it is paiTed prims. 
And yet ne wan I nothing in this day ; 
I wol entend to winning if I may, 7060 

And not entend our thinges to declare ; 
1- or, brother min, thy wit is 2} to bare 
I'o underftand, although I told hem thee« 
Hut for thou axeft why labouren we ? 
Tor fomtime we be Goddes inflruments, jcis 

And menes to don his commandements, 
W han that him lift, upon his creatures. 
In divers ades and in divers figures : 
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Withotiten him we hare no might certain^ 

If that him lifl to ftonden theragain. 7070 

And fom time at <mr praiere hao we leve 

Only the hody and act the fouk to greve ; 

Wicnefle c»n Job, whom that we diden wo, 

And fomtime han we might on bothc two. 

This is to fain , on foole and body eke : 7075 

And fomtime be we fiifferttd for to fekcr 

Upon a man» and don his foule narefte 

And not his body, and all is for the beftc^ 

Whan he withftandeth our temptation 

It is a caufe of his falvation, 7080 

Al be it that it was not our entente 

He ihuld be fauf, but that we wold him hente. 

And fomtime be we fcrrants unto man. 

As to the Archebiikop Seint Dunilaa, 

And to the apoftle fervant eke was I. . 7CS5 

Yet cell me, quod this Sorapnour, faithfully. 

Make ye you newe bodies thus alway 

Of elements? The fend anfweredNay. 

Somtime we feine, and fomtime we arife 

With ded bodies, in ful fondry wife, 7090 

And fpeke as renably, and faire, and wel, 

As to the PhitonelTe did Samuel; 

♦. 709Z. Al to the PbitOK^e did Samact} 80 mf. jf. ; the 
cditt. read. 

At the PhltoncfTe did to Samoel— ■ 
which is certainly wrong. Stc i Sam. xxviii. Our Author ufe« 
Pbium^i for Pytbon^e^ H. W. iii. 171 j and fo does Gxjwcr, 
Con/. Amant. fol. 140; 

Tiif Pbitoneffi in Samary.-« 



Aiidyet<i>nllbtDasa»far-it TCHnotbe; - 

I dft.'no tone of foar diTiaitBe- 

But chiag"wsinc Ithee, 1< vql dm }>pe, JOff 

Thouwolttlgatnwtteli(na«rebe.<h>pai . 

Thoa OiilvhcreaAcnruA^ taj bnnbn"^tre. 

Come wbcT' thee nedMh DOC of mc to lert. 

For thou Quit ivf thin (men eapcricnce 

Cohne in ■chaierertde of thiirentenca ' 7IM 

Bet than Virgilc, while he Wuon livc,- 

OrDsutiUa. NowletuVridenblive, 

For 1 wol holden compii^ie with thes 

Til it be fo that thou forfUe Inc. 

Nay, quod thi^Sompnour, that fhalDcrer betldci 
I am ymuabiowen infill wide; JK^ 

MycroutheKollhold, uinlhiicii; 
For though (boa mtre the devil Sithiinai 
My trouthe wol I ho|d lo thee, iny brother, 
As I hiTefwonici and eche of na to otber, 7tlQ 
For to he irewc Wlhrtn in this e«, 
And boihe we gon iboulen our |>ourcha<. 
Takechno thy part, what that men wol thee ycie,' 
And 1 fbalmin, thnimiy we botheleve; 
And if thatuiy of usbave more than other 7II5 

I,ct him be trewe, and part it with his brother. 

I giaunte, quod the dcvU, by my fay. 
And with that word they ridcii forth hir way, 
Aud right at eotring of ibe tnunei ende 
To TVhich tbis Sompnour fhope htm for to vrendt 



1'hey faw a cart that chared wai witt f, 7 1 il 
Wfaidi thai a carter drove forlh no hli ^ 
Depe watthc way, far which the caiti od; 
The cuter Imole, and cried a« be were .'ood, 
Heit Scot, hcic Uiok; wim, Tpoif ye fi.. ihc Hones! 
The fend (quad he] you fccche body a»i banei, 71 1& 
As feH'U'tMj a> ever ye weie foled, 

Sa mochel WD at I h '■"- "-'- 

Tbe dcril hm al, b od bay. 

The SoTppnoar fa re a pray ; 

And oereihe fend h were, J13J 

Ful prinly, and rou 

Herkenmybroihet, j 

Herdl thoa not hov . .^^ ^^. i^, „,cn J 
Hetit it man, fur be iiolii ycve kthee, 71 iS 

Both hiy and cart, and eke hia raplei three- 
Nay, quod the devil. Ood wot never a del; 
It it noi his entente, trull thou me wd : 
Ate him thyKrlf. if thoa not trowejl me. 
Or cUci Dint a while ami thou fbalt fee. 7140 

Thii cuur tliaUteih bithors upon ike cmupe. 
And they be)caiine to drawcn and lo lleupe. 
Hcit DDw, quod he ; ther, Jefu Crift you blefTc, 
And all bit hondei werk bolhe more and IcITc ! 
That wae wel twigbl, min owen Llard boy, 7145 
I pray God favc thy body aod Seine Gloy. 

pejrco!oiir,»ji8ia'flri/wM(n]ai6j|/. [Scebelbte,vcr.4ii3,l 
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Now is i^y ctrt oat of the ildogh parde^ 

Lo, brother; qaod the fead j -what told I thee t 
Here tutj jcfeeOy miiiow«riere'bn>thcr» - 
The chierl fpake'or thing huthethoof^ BBotfaer. 
Iict Qg'goibrth abovtcti -one •▼i»^e $ . . 715 1 

Htt:e win I tukkung upfaa this cartage. 

Whan that they tomen ibinwfaat out of toon 
This SompiUr.eo hui^Mrotkergan taroune; 
Br other /jfio4 iM> her» wbncth aia bid re&ekke jtsi 
That ^admfajioft askfie to lefiskire nekke 
AsfortoyeffCJEpeoyofhiTegoflti. . . V 

I wol have twelf peat thongh that iheibe wood. 

Or I wol IbiMe hireto our.oliiCB^ ^ , i 

Andyet,i3^ikret,ofhin1mbwIiidviae; 7x64 
But ;f or thou canib not-aa in-'UiM contree . i • 
Winoei^diyicbftftikkefaereiBdKuDl^ofjne. - ' 

Thi/t fiMpnoor dappeth Yuithef wiOewes gate s 
Com^oot, beliayd^thonalilB teiy trate ; 
I trow thootlHifi^foin fi^etvoppfedft with thee. -7165 

Who clappeth? faid thiiNvif, lioWiriCf / 
Go(i Wm yvk\ Sire, what U yoor fwcte will ? 

I havr, ^pBsft he, of fomoaa^here a bill : 
Up peSAe df coHEbS loke that thou be : ■ ■ 
To-mopwc Wfbre the archedekenea knee, 7170 
BiHiop Doulftes* Fa Mt Tlfgil, ufiiany pats Hart tot tdbtu, inca^ 

^. 7164. theu olde very trate} 80 mff. C. i, ^fi. i, 2, and 

ed. Ca, X. Tbelater editt. read triritrase^ In one word. We 

may Cupfiofe treat to be ufied far.troit a comi-non term for an 

old woman. Kcyfler l^lntiq. ^ept. p. 50^,3 rerenit to tlic fiunc* 

origina.1 wHh tile German drwi or drut^/aga. 
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To anfwcrc to the court of certain thinpfcs. 

Now Lord, quod fho, Crift Jcfn, King of kinges, 
So wifly hclpe me zs f tie may : 
I have ben like, and that ful many a day: 
I may not go fo fcr (quod fhc) nc ride 7 1 75 

But I be ded, fo priketh it in my fide. 
May I not axe a libel, Sire Sonipnoar, 
And anfwerc ther by my procuratonr 
To fwiche thing as men wold appofen me ? 

Yes, quod this Sompnour, pay anon, let fee, jtSo 
T^elf pens to me, and i wol thee acqoite : 
I ihai 00 prolit han therby but lite ; 
My maifler hath the profit and not I. 
Come of, and let me riden haftily; 
Yc ve me twelf pens, I may no lenger taric. 7 1 8j> 

Twclf pens I quod file : now L.ady Seint Marie 
So wifly helpe me out of care and finne, 
This wide world thodgh that I ihuld it winne, 
Ne have f not twelf pens within my hold. • 
Yc knowen wel that I am ][X}urc and old; 7^99 

Kithc your almefie upon me ponre wretchc. 

Nay than, quod he, the foule fend me fetche 
If I thee excui'e, though thou fhuldell be fpilt. 

Alas ! quod ihc, God wot 1 have no gilt. 

Prty me, quod he, or by the fwctc Seintc Anne 
A"? I wol berc away rhy ucwe panne 7 '9^ 

F< r drtt- v.'hich thou owcit mc of old 
Wnan that thou madclt thyn hufbond cukewold 
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1 paied at home ferthy cotredtion* ' - ' 

Tl^on Ucft, quod ihe, Ij mj>£A'ntin ; 7teo 
Ne WM I DCTcr or now, widev^ae wify 
Sompned unto jour court ia all my lif^ 
Ne xRver 1 n*atbat of my body ttme. 
Unto the deYil roo(^ aid Make of hcwe 
Yeve I thy body and my panne aJfii. yaos 

And whan the devil herd hire carfen ib 
Upon hire fcneet, he layd in diii manen ; 

Now Mabily» nun moder dere, 
U this your will in emeil that ye fey ? 

The doYil, quod (he, £0 fttche htm or he dey, ytid 
And panne andaU, but he wol him repent. 

Nay, olde ftot, that ii not ntin entent. 
Quod this fiSompnour, for to repenten me 
For any ibkag that I have had of thee : 
I wold I had thy finok and every cbth. 7115 

Now brother j qnod the devil, be not vn'oth ; 
Thy body abd this panne ben min by right : 
Thou flialt vrith me to belle yet to-night, 
Whcr thoD (halt knowen of our privetee 
More than a maifter of divinitee. ysto 

And with that word the foule fend him bent 
Body and foule : he with the devil went 
Wher at thifie Sompnours han hir heritage : 
And God, that makcd after his image 
Mankiode, fave and gide u& all and fomc, y%%^ 
Andkae this Sompnour good man ta become. 



LordiDgi, i coude biic told yon (qucd tiiii Frcrc) 
Had I had leirer fat thii Sompnriur h(.Tc, 
Afier the MKt of Crill, and Paulc, aait John, 
And of ooreothetdOiSoursmiDy on, 71JtJ 

Swiche pciaes that ^or hertcs ntighi igrile, 
Al be it fo that no tongc raaj- dcsifc. 
Though that I might a ihoufaad winter leil, 
■niepeinMoftliilltECinrr:dhou.ofhell! . .... 
But Tor to fcepeuaffu that cuffed place .' jhlj) 

WakeihanUprayeth Jtfuolhisgrsce , 
So Itepe ui fro the toniptour Sathanaa. 
Metkneih this word, beware as in Itiii cu 1 
He Iron fit in hU awaiCe aJmj- 
Tofle the innocent if that he may. 7*10 

DiJpoleth ay yonr hertes lo withllond 
The Teoil, that you wold mtkta thial and bond ; 
He nuj cot tcmpien you over yonr mighi, 
f or Ciiik woi be your ehanipiDn and your tnight ; 
And praycth that this Sompiiout him rcpctic 
Of hit mifdcdci or that the fend him hoit. 7146 

THE SOMPNOUKES PROLOGUE. 

TmiSompnourinhiiftiropihigh hcQood; 

Upon this Frere his herte was fo wood, 

That like an afpen leof he quoke for ire. 

Loniingii, qood he, bnto thing- IdoDre; jijQ 

lyou befeche that of your curtcGe, 

6io ye ban herd this falfe Frerc lie. 




94 .T» toMwrnmaaaevm^^tnt: 

A« ftlffiMA am I Buy iay Tale iWe.- * 

This Frenbofieth that hebMCArheUe, 
And G^ it Vrat thlit u bntiiul m4odmi '■ 7S55 
Freres and fendei beo but iitd«lbiida; 

For gijrd9;je hwi often tintt herd tdte- • 
How that t frei;e nrrUhed va» to hello 
In fpirit^oiieaby ft vifiotm, 
AndasanaofdladhimiipaBddotiBy 7160 

Ta&ewen him the peinet diat ther wen^ 
In all the place ikw he not a fir^} . 
Of other folk he faiw jtum in wo« 

Unto this angel fpake the firere tJio ; 
Now Sire, qood he, han. freres fwicike a jg;race 7165 
That non of hem Ihal comen in this place ? 

Yes, quod thii angel, manj a miUiottn.! 
And unto Sathanas he lad him doon. 
(And now hsdi Sathanaa^ iaiih he, a tayl 
Broderthanofacarrikeistheiayl) 7S70 

Hold up thy tayl, thon 8athaoas, quod he, 
Shew forth thin ers, and let the £rere fee 
Wher is the neft of freres in this place. 
And er than half a furlong way of fpace. 
Right fo as bees out fwarmen of an hiYc, yty$ 

Out of the devils ers ther gonnen drive 
A twenty thoufand freres on a route, 
And thurghout hell they fwarmed al aboute, ^ 

^. 73,69, (And now batb Satbanas^Jititb be2 80 mCT. C. r, 
JJi. I, 2. I have put thefe two lines in a parenthciis, aabett^ 
fere to the narrator, the Sompnour. 

t* 7i77*,d twcn{y tbonfanJ} I have added A for the fiike of 
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And com agen, as faft as they may goo, 

And in his ers they crepen CYerich on : 7 a8o 

He cbpt his tayl agen, and lay fnl ftilL 

This frere, whan he loked had his fill 
Upon the torments of this ibr^r place. 
His fpirit God rellored of his grace 
Into his body agen, and he awoke ; ytZs 

But natheles for fere yet he quoke. 
So was the devils ers ay in his mind. 
That is his heritage of veray kind. 

God fave you alle fave this curfed Frere ; 
My Prologue wol 1 end in this manere. 7290 

THE SOMPNOURES TALE. 

Lor DING 8, there is in Yorkfhire, as I gefle, 

A merih contree ycailed Holdernefle, 

In which ther went a limitour aboute. 

To preche and eke to beg it is no doute. 

And Co befell that on a day this frere 7995 

Had preched at a chirche in his manere^ 

And fpecially aboven every thiog 

Excited he the peple in his preching 

the veife. Chaucer frequently prefixes it to nouns of number. 

See vcr. 10697 ; 

And up tbey rifen, vel a tea or twelve. 
Tbe Sompnourn TaW] A begging friar coming to s fanner's 
houfc who lay AcIl, obtaineth of the ficlc man a certain legacy 
which mud i>e equally divided among his convent. A requital 
tu the friar, Ihewing their cozenage, loitering, impudent beg- 
ging, and hypocritical praying. 

Gij 
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Totrcntali,^rttoywBt^ft><thai>lllai • 

VyhffTwith mar tdlf^Mgp hciy^mflii witfrt, 7300 

Ther as di¥mc?fiaWfe|iliMWnwi» i^*" '< - 

Not ther as Uflkmltod mi-i o Atii ^ r * > 

Ne ther it nede^ not for to fe fu^t a , "- :***-' 

As to pofleffionert» thit flDUMTteleMa ' - 

(Th^mkedbeGocDiawtkattdalmaitoei, -730$ 

Trentals, (ayd he, deliveM fr^ yaianfe - : ^ i ' ' 

Hir freodes foules n wd bliie.a»7w^9'' 

Ye, whan that thef ben haftiiT'TlQa^- - 

Not for tq hold'a'preeft joltf «id g«7»"" ' ' ' 

He:iDgeth not hot o mifld ioWi^day.- ^ 9510 

DclWereth oat (qaod he) anon th? fouleti 

Ful ha^it » widi flefclnieik or #tth oulet 

To ben^efaiwed, or to hreD'or'bake. 

Now fpede yon hafiiky for CKftwiiike. 

And whan this frere had faid all hiii entent, f^tj 

With qtti cumfatri forth hinwij he went. 

Wh^n folk in chirche hadyeve hini what hcniM 

He went his^way, no lender wi^d he reft. 

With fcrippe and tipped f^af, ytocked hie. 

In every hous he gan to fx>re and prie, 731^ 

And begged mele and chef*;, nr clics com. 

His felaw had a (laf tipped i^ith horn, 

A pair of tablet all of ivory. 

And a poincelypolifhed ferifly, 

ir. 7i9p, To trentcdsy Un trtnteK Fr« wa« a lienrice of thirty 
maffcs, which were ufually ce'-chrated upon a» many diffcrcal 
days, for the dead, Du Canie, in r, TrentaU, 
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Add wrote alway the names, as he flood, 7325 

Of alle folk that yare hem any good, 

Afkaunce that he woldefor hem preye. 

Yeve us a bufhel whete, or malt or reyc, 

A Goddes kichel, or a trippe of chefe, 

Or elles what you lift, we may not chefe ; 7;) 30 

%- . 7 32 7> 4/kautice that be woldefor bem preyed The Gloflary 
Interprets ajkaunce to mean a(kew, afide, fidcwayt, in a fide 
view, upon what authority I know not. It will be better to 
examine the other paflages hi which the fame word occurs be- 
fore we determine the fenfe of it. See ver. 16306 ; 

AfcauHce thM craft It fo light to lerc 
Tro. I. 285 ; 

AJcmitntet lo! is tlJ« not wifely fpoken I 
Ibid. 291 i 

AJtmtmee, wbat ! may I not ftnadea hert f 
Lydi, Trag. foL 1 36, b. ; 

Afcaunce I am of manen moft chaungeable. , 

In tlie Aril and laft Inftance, an weli m in the text, ajk,umcf 
fcems to fignify fimply as if, quafi ; in the two otiiers it fi^ni- 
fics a littie more, ai if to fay. This latter fignification m;iy he 
clearly eilabllfhed from the third line, which in the Italian ori* 
ginal ZPbilofrato di Bnccaccio, 1. ij ftands thus; 

i^uafi ilii^Cf e nu ci fl puo fla.x i 
So that iifjjuKCi in there cquivAlentt0 7«j/?rfu-(^ in Italian. — 
A«to the etymology of this word, Imuftconfefsmyfelf morcac 
a lufr. I obfcrve however that one of a fimilar form, in the Tcut. 
han a Hmilar fignification. Jls-kacks^ <1tjia/iy qua/: -vcro^ Kiliari. 
Our as is the fame with rt/j,Tcut. and S.ix. ; it is only a furtlier 
corruption of alfo. Perhaps tlKrefore afcaimce may have been 
originally als-kanjl:. K:in^t\ in Teut. is chjiwe, Fr. and tng, — 
I will juii add tliat tliisvery rare phrafe was alfo ufed, as I fii* 
fpc&t by tlie author of The Continuation of Tlie Canterbury 
Tales, firit printed by Mr. Urry. Prol. vcr. 361 ; 

And a1 afiaunu fhc lovcJ biin wcl, fhe tokc him by the rwcrc. 
It is printed ajlaun:c. 
■fr. 7319. A Coddfi iiJiel} ** It was caWed A God Jcs licbcl, 

G« •• 
lij 
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A Gpddet biUpeiiy, or atnd& paiyv '• 
Or yrre us of ycnr brmn, if y« Inve Hqr^ 
AdagoDofyotf MaBkoiyleveDaBB^ - 
Our fufter dctc, (ksbere I write yodr auno) 
Bacon or beef, or fwidie thing at ye fiMi y$^ 

A fturdy luirlbe went hem ftj behind. 
That wu her hoftes num. mad bare a fidcke* 
And wl^ men yave hem hid it on hit bahke* 
A9d wban that he waa ooiat dore, anoa 
He planed'sway the names everich on 7140 

That he before had written in his tablet: . 
He ferYed hem with nifles and with fablet. 

Nay, ther then Ueil^tbou Sonipnoor,^ updthePkete*' 
Pees, quod our Hofte, for Criftet inoder dere 
Tell forth thy tale, and fpare it not ait alL 7345 

So thrii^e f, quod this Sompnour, fo I fliaO. 

So long he went fro hbus (o hout, til he 

Came to an hotts ther he was wont to be 

Refreflved -more than in a hundred placet. 

Sike lay the hnlbond man whot that the place it$ 

** becaufe godfatbers and godmothers ufed coamonlf to givt 
*' one of them to their godchildren when they a(ked UflP 
** Hng,** Sfi. And fi) we ;ire to Tuppofe a Goddis bal/peny^ \n va« 
73^1, M'a# cmlkd for the txmc rcafon, ^c. But this is all frorlr' 
di/Ittm I believe. The phrafc is Frendi, and the true ineaii-' 
inpr of it Is explained by M. de ta Monnoye in a note upoo ^bd, 
CO •}! ct de R. D. Ferierst t. il. p. 1 07, Belle ferrwre de Dleu ; •• B»» 
** preirum du petH peuple, qui raportc pieufemcnt tout IL DIetk 
* ' — Ricn n'elt plus comni iin dans \n bouclie dcslxinnes vieiUci* 
** que CCS elpeccs d*HcbraiTiucs : 11 m'en coute un bcl ecu dt 
*' Dicu ; 11 no ine reltc que ce pauvre enfant de Dicu j Dooet 
*' inoi unc benitc aumOuc de Dieu.*' 
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Bedred upon a coachf low he lay. 735 1 

Da/t bicy quod he ; O Thomas ! frend, good day, 

Sayde this frere ill cnrtiily and foft. 

Thnmav, quod he, God yelde it you, ful oft 

Have 1 upon this benche faren ful wele, 7355 

Here have I eten many a mery mele. 

And fro the benche he drove away the cat, 

And laied adoon hit potent and his hat. 

And eke hi» fcrip, and let himfelf adoun : ■ 

His felav/ was ywalked into toun, 7360 

Forth with with his knave, into that hoftelrie 

Wber as he ihope him thiike night to lie. 

O dere mailler \ quod this fike man, 
How have ye faren fin that March began \ 
1 faw you not this fourtene night and more. 7365 

God wot, quod he, laboured have I ful fore, 
Andfpccially for thy falvation 
Have 1 fayd many a precious orifon, 
And for our other frendes God hem blefle. 
I have this day ben at your chirchc at meflc, 7370 
And faid a fermon to my fimple wit. 
Not all after the text of holy writ, 
For it is hard to you as 1 fuppofe, 
And therefore wol I teche you ay the glofe. 
Olofing is a ful glorious thing certain, 73 75 

For Ictttr fleth, fo as we clerkes fain ; 
Thcr have I taught hem to be charitable. 
And fpend hir good thcr it is reafonable; 



I 



^nd tlier I &w our ^bune I a f whor « ftt ? 

YondOTtltr^wtliatiiitlieyvdflieboi 7jli 
Sayde thii mui,.uid ihc wol come iomi. 

£y mtifter, welcome be ye by Sclnt Jeluiy 
Sayde thb wif t Jmiw iare ye hertiiy j 

This frere ariieth . «p f nl cmttilyy 
AndbireeoibncethiiihManiicftiMrwe, . 7515 
ADdkiffi!thhirefwete,aa4chir]Dfthaaarparw€- * 
With hit lippct» Dame, q^od be« ri|;bt wel. 
As he that it your (crvaiit etery deL • 
Thank^ed be God that yott yaf ibuk and lif 
Yet faw I not this day fo fidre a wif 7390 

In all the chirche, God fo lave me. 

Ye God amende defautes, Sire, qaod lho» 
Algates welcome be ye, by my fay. . . 

Greatimtirsy^ Dame, that have I fomid alway. 
But of you* grete goodnefie, by yotir leve, 7391 
I wolde pray you that ye not you greve 
I wol with Thomas fpeke a Utel throw, 
Thife curates ben fo negligent and flow 
To gropen tendrely a confcience. 
In ihrift, in preching, is my diligence 7409 

And ftudy, in Peters wordes and in Poules ; 
I walke ^Bd fisihe Criften mennes foules. 
To yeld oar Lord Jefu his propre rent ; 
To fprede his word is fctte all min entent. 

Now by your faith, o dere Sire ! quod ihe, 7405 
Chidcth him wel for Scinte Charitee : 



lie k ly ^fF*?'^ ■* 1 P>l^i='>)''s 

Thcueh ihai he have aJJ ihac be can dEGre ; 
Though 1 him wriea^i^i, and nwkthim war 
And ottr him lay my IcgandokemiDarni, 7 
Hcgroneth aiouT borEliih in our Hit : 
Other difport of hiro right ron ha no l; 
I may ool plefc hiDi in no maner as. 

O rbontiu,jttxM,!dU, rhsinat, rhain'39 • 
Thh majnthlfaafeiid, this mafic bcD amended, 7 
Ire ii 3 thing that hi^h Coil hsih ilefcDdtd, 
And theror woi 1 tpekc a word or two. 

How mailler, quod ihc vit. tr that I go, 
Whatwolyediiir^ 1 wol gotheraboute. 

Now D-Bie, quoJ hc.JH, wm rfiV/j^i aiirff, 7 
Hjrc I Dot of a capoti bvi the Hver, 

And after thataiollcd pl^gwhcd, 

(But Ine woldc foi n<e no beeft wpte iled) 

Than had I wiihyouhomly fuffiiiince; 7 

I am a avn of licde fullenuicc 1 

My fpu'it hath hia foil ring in the Bibl«; 

My body is ly fo ready and fo pmihie 

To wikLS diM my llomak i> dellinicd. 

I pray you, DaBic. that ye be nou^t «)aoit:d 7 

Though I fo frendly yuu my cinfcil Ibcwc ; 

By God 1 o'oid h»e totd it hiit a ff »e 

Niiw Hire, qiiiiil Ihe, but o word er I go. 
M| child i) deil within thife wekci two. 
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Sone after that ye went out of this toun. 74ZS 

His deth f»w i by revelatioun, 
Sayde this frere, at home in our dortoiir.' 
I dare vrel fain that er than half an hour 
After hi» deth I faw him borne to blifle 
In min avillon, fo God me wifie; 744^ 

So did our fextein and our fcrmercrCy 
That h^n ben trewe freres fifty ycre ; 
They may now, God be thanked of hu lone, 
Maken hir jubilee, and walke alone. 
And up I arofe, and all our covent eke, 7445 

With mapy a tere trilling on our cheke, 
Withouten noife or clatering of belles, 
TV drum wa» OUT fong, and nothing ellca, 
Save that to Crift I bade an orifon, 
Thanking him of my revelation. 7450 

For, Sire and Dame, trufteth me right wel 
Our orifonsben more efife<ftuel. 
And more we feen of Criftes fecree thinges. 
Than borel folk, although that they be kinges. 
We live in poverte and in ahftinence, 7455 

And borel folk in richeffe and difpence 
Of mete and 4rinke, and in hir foule delit : 
We han this worldea lull all in defpit. 

iT' 74^2.Jlftyyerf2 Sec Du CangCfln v. SempeH^e, PecuHar 
honours and immunities were granted by^he rule of St. Bene- 
(iicl to thofc monks ** qui quinquaginca annos in ordine exe- 
" Rcr.-xnt, quos annum jubilxum cxegilTe vulgo dicimus.** It 
i<i probable that fome fimilar regulation obtained in the other 
cn/ers. 



tAtu uid Divu lividen diserfelf. 
And divCTi gufrdon hldriro ihcy therby. J460 

Who fp wnl prsy he muil fad and he rlcoe, 
And fat his foule and make his body lent. 
We (kre M fayth the ipoiUc ; clulh and fond 
SufficcCh lu tboagb ch^y be not ful good. 
Tbe cleneneffe and the failing of ui frere* 7465 

Makcth [hat Ciift acccptcch our praiu-o. 
Lo, MDifufnny daies and forty night 
FaUed er that the high God fill of might 
Spake withbim in the moumtgne of Sinay : 
With empty womhe of fafiing nuny a day 7470 
Received he the Uwe that wai wriien 
With Goddes finger: and Eii, wcl yc wilen. 
In Mounl Oreb, er he had any fpcche 
With highe God, thai ii onr iha ledie. 
He fafled long, and was in toateniplance. 7475 

Aaron, that had the temple in governancr, 
And eke the other prtedu evuricit on, 
IntD the temple whan they Ihulden gon 
To praien for the peplc, and do fct«ire, 
They n'oldcQ drinkcn in no manei wife 7480 

No drinte which thai might hem dronken make. 
Bat ther in abQinence pray and wake 
Ldl cbu they dciden. Take heed what [ fay — ' 
bttdiey he fobre that for the peple pray — 

I mtetluc I fay — No mote; for rt rufficeih. 748; 

I OurLordJefu.asholywtitdtvif^'th, 
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Yavc US cnfatnple of fading and praicKs; 
'I'hcrforc wp lAcndiantP, we fciy irercs, 
Ik'H wedded to poverte and continence. 
To charitcc, humblcffe, and abflineaccy 
'l*o i)crrctution for right wifnciTc, 
1*0 we ping, mifericorde. and to clcnenefTe; 
AihI tlitrfore may.yc fee that our^aiercs . 
(I r|x*kc of.u% we mrndiants, we frcrci) 
lk*n to the highe God more acceptable 
'rhaii yf>ures, with your fcftes at your table. 

Itc) I'ttraditt fird, if I ihal not lie. 
Was man out chafed for his glotonie; 
Ami ch:ifl was man in Paradis certain. 
Hut hcrlen now, Thomas, what I flial fain : 
I have no text of it as I fuppofc, 
Jint I ihal find it in a maner glofc ; 
That fpeciuUy our fwete Lord Jifus 
Spake this by freres whan he layde thus, 
lileHed he they that pourc in fpirir ben; 
Anil fo fnrth all the K^fepl may ye Icn 
AVhether it he likcr uur profdiion 
Ur hirs that fwinimen in poiTtiiion. 
Kie on hir |)onipe, and on hir glotonie, 
/\nd on hir lewednelle! I hem ilcfie. 



«nil Mow, %cT ""4'; u which re ulirijr. rl»i.ui:h net .»}:r jc.t! 
iiu.<Y.^> >s|H"ilU| ;■ ll.cirui' ')•lC,.'i^ I t.r;.' '. : i- v.m.l cv)i.:; 

•i- lydU'i in '^'"' ''**• » •'• i<. n. i. -. s, :.>, 10. 
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Thy bodf fSor to wddcn hflOtlf . • -. ' 

God wot, quod he, oothiiiy tfaienCCek I. 
As help me Crift, m I in hwejan 
Have fpesded upon divert nuuwr §nn» 
Ftil many ft poond, yet fare 1 never the bet I 
Certain my good have I ahnoift beCet t 
Farewel my good[, Ibr it is al ago. 

The frere anfwered, O Thomas! doft tho« kff 
What nedeth yon diverfe freres to feche f 
Wh»t nedeth him that hath a parfit ledw 
To fechoB other leches in the tpon f 
Your iiiconftance is yoor confufion. 
Huld ye than me, or elles oor eovent, 
To pray for yon hen infufficicnt f 
Thomas, that jape n*is not worth a mitej 
Your maUdie is for we han to lite. 
A ! yeve that covent half a quarter otes, 
And yeve that covent four-and-twenty grotes, 
And yeve thtt frere a peny and kt htm go : 
Nay, nay, Thomas, it may no thing be fo. ' 
What is a ferthing worth parted on twelve f 
Lo, eche thing that is oned in himfelve 
Is more ftrong than whan it is yfcatered. 
Thomas, of me thou ihalt not ben y flatered. 
Thou woldeft han our labour al for nought. 
The highe God, that all this world hath wrought, 
Saith that the workman worthy is his hire. 7555 
Thomas, nought of your trefor I dtfire 



754j 



7i5« 



AlCormrfelf, bql that all our coveot -^ 

To pra; fat ynn ii ay To diligent, 

And for to bllden Criflei owea chlrche. 

Thomat, if ye wol Icmcn fur lo wirchc, 7i*0 

Of bildiDg up of chirchei may ye finde 

Uit be good in Thomaa lif ol Inde. 

Ye liggen hen ful of anger and of ire, 
Wlh which the devii fet your herle on fire, 
^ladduden here thisKoly innocent, 7565 

Tow wif, that iifo good and patient ; 
And therlorc truw mc, Thomas, if ihec led, 
Ne fttiie not with thy wit, Bs for the tea . 
And beru ihii word away now by thy failh, 
TDuchiDgfwiche thins, lo, what the wife fiilh; 7570 

Within thy hoU9 ne be ihou do Icon, 
'btliy fuggers do noD opprellion. 
Me make thou not thin actjuaintaDLC tn tlce. 
And yet, Thomaa, eftfono charge 1 thee 
Bemre torn ire that in thy bofom flcpetli ; 75 75 
Vuc fro the ferpent that fo Uily crepctb 
Vsderihe grat, and Ilinjreih fubtilly: 
Btrarari;, my fone. and htrlten patiently 
That twenty thoiifand men han loft hir live* 
For ftriving with hirlenimans and hir wines. ;jEo 
Now lith ye han fo holy and meek a wif, 
What ncdeth you, Thomaa, to make" Ilrlf .' 
Titer n'ii ywi* no ferpent fo cruel, 
>*^h2a man tredeth on his tail, ne half fo fcl. 
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As woman is whan ihe hath califtht ail ire ; 7585 
Veray vengeance is than alt hire defile. 

Jreisaiinneonofthegretelcveii, ' 
AbhpminableuntotheGodofheVaii' " ' 
And to himfelf it is deftradion ; ^ 
This every lewed vicar and perfoo' *■ JSf^ 

Can fay how ire engendreth homicidd l - 
Ire is in foth exccutour of prkk. 

i coud of ire fay fo mochcl fonrb 
My Tale ihulde lailen til to-morwe ) 
And thecfdre pray I Ood both day and Dight 7595 
An irous man God fend him -Utel might. 
It is gret harm, and ccrtes gret pitce, 
To fcttc an iroos man in high degree. 

Whilom ther was an irons poceftat, 

As faith Senek, that during his eflat 7600 

Upon a day out riden knightes two; 

Acid, as Fortune wold that it were fo. 

That on of hem came home, that other nought* 

Anon the knight before the jnge is brought, 

I'hat faide thus ; Thou hail thy felaw flain, <»605 

For which I deme thee to the deth certain. 

And to another knight commanded he, 

Go, lede him to the deth, I charge thee. 

And happed as they wenten by the wey 

Toward the place ther as he fbuldc day, 76ro 

ir- 7<^oo. j^f/aitb Sc»ek2 T!iis ftory is toM by Seneca, de Ira* 
J. i. c. xvU ofCn. Fife. It is alCu told of an cmperour Era<;Uut» 
tr^j/^a komanorwitt cap. cxi. 
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The knight raine which men wcnden li; ] be deJ : 
TbMthoughten thty it WHS ihe belie ii: e 
To Icde hem baihe to ihc juge again. 
Thejlalil'tn, Lord, the kniRht ne bath tot fliln 
Hii ftUw, hat be ftondcih hoi iill»c. 7*15 

Ye (huU be dc^, quod he, To iHot T thrive, 
That a to fay, both on, and two, and three. 
And lo the Brfte tnifhr rli-ht ibm fnate he. 

I damned thee, thi i; 

And thou alTo mull r 7610 

And tn the thiiddc k ■'eyech. 

Thou haft not don tti .ee. 

And thus he did do flcn neni alle inrce. 

Iroai Cambires wii eke dronkelew, 7fii5 

Anrt sy dclighttd him to ben alhrcw: 
And b befell a lord of hh meinie, 
ThitloTcd ycrtuoDt moralitec, 
Saydon a day betwiihem two right tkus; 
A lord » loft if he be viciaai; ftijo 

And dronkcnnelTe ii ciie a foule record 
Of any man, and namely of a lord. 
Ther ii ful mdny an eye and many an ere 
A»nitiog on a lord, and he o'ut wher. 
For Goddei love drink more fllfemprely ; yCj j 

Win maketh man Tu Iclen wretchedly 

». ifiir. /rmi Cjml'ifni Thii BWyksKh in !■-:;.! \ v,\, 
Hiij 
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His mind, and eke his limmei everich on. 
The revers (halt thou fee, quod he, anon, 
And preve it by thyn owen experience 
That win ne doth to folk no fwiche offence . 764 
jl Ther is no win berevcth me my might 

[fl Of bond, nc foot, ne of min eyen fight. 

1 1 And for dcfpit he dranke mochel more 

An hundred part than he had don before, 

And right anon this curfed irons wretche 764 

This knightcs fone let before him Fetche, 

Commanding him he fhuld before him flond ; 

And fodenly he took his bow in hond, 

And up the ftreng he pulled to -his ere. 

And with an arwe he flow the child right ther. 765 

Now whether have I a fiker hond or non f 
Quod he ; is all my might and minde agon ? 
Hath win bereved me min eyen tight ? 

What fhuld I tell the anfwer of the knight ? 
His ibn was flain, ther is no more to fay. 765 

Beth ware therfore with lorde»for to play, 
Singeth Placebo, and I ihal if I can. 
But if it be unto a poure man : 
'i'o a pourc man men ihuld his vices telle, 
I3ut nut to a lord, though he Ihuld go to belle. j6i 

V. -6?7. Sirfgctb Placehol Tbeallurioo is toan anthem in tl 
R'H.i ii c!iurchfromP/.7/wcxvi. 9, which in the Vulgate JUn 
i!ui- ; vLutbo Domino in rcginnc I'iTorum. Hence the coinol 
cun: brutlier m The Marcluat's 'laic is called Floicbo, 



Lo.iromCirun.thiftePetificn,' ' l<f" '' 

How he df ftroTcd the riier of Giftn, ' -'' 
For that an honof hii wasdmneihtria 
WTian thit he wcoie BabtloD to win : 
He made chat the riTer was fo rnial 76SJ 

That nimman mighi it Wiulsn over al. 
Ld, what, laid be, that fo wel lechEn nIl^ 
NebenoWawH,noni.r.n.n«B. . 
Nc with no wood mil 
I.cll thee repent r I wi 767a 

NowThemai, leve t- < 

ThoQ Ihilt me End II *•<<- 

HoMnotthodi-vlbki c, > ' : 

TJiiti a.ngir doih ihec all to lore Imi^rte ; 
But Ihcw to me ill thy cDnfuffian. 7675 

Kij, quod tlie fikc man, b« Seint Sinion 
I have bca tliriien this day of my curat j 
I hawhimcoldalhally min^ilal. 
Nedcthno mO in (twite of it, f»)ith he,, - 
But if mctiliof mill hamilitfo: ji'ia 

YtveiBC than of thy gold to makosor cloiftrc, 
Qood he, for auaf a nniCclt and tnaay anoilLre, 

*- IWi. if-i rifer afaifin] II la qrilal Gondii In ftijitj, Itb, 
cll. c. xil, and in mn.Uslu,. I.I. 

K. aGKUbly to llic 
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Whan other men han ben ful wel at efe. 

Hath been our food, our cloiftre for to refe ; 

And yet, God wot, unneth the fundament ; 

Parfourmed is, ne of our pavement 

K*i9 not a tile yet within our wones: 

By God we oWcn fourty pound for ftones. 

Now help, Thomas, for him that harlved helltf. 

For elles mote we our bokes felle, 9 

And if ye lacke oure predication. 

Than goth this world all to deftrud^ion ; 

For who fo fro this world Wold us berevc^ 

So God me fave,Thoniiis, by your leve 

He wold bereve out of this world the fonne ; 9 

For who can tcche and worken as we conne ? 

And that is not of litcl time (quod he) 

But fithen Elie was and Elifee 

Han freres ben, that find I of record, 

In charitec, ythonked be our Lord. 7 

Now Thomas, help for Seinte Charitee« 

And doun anon he fette him on his knee. 

This fike man woxe wel nei|;h wood for ire ; 
He wolde that the frere had ben a-fire 
With his falfe diflimulation . 7 

Swiche thing as is in my poiTeflion, 
Quod he, that may I yeve you, and non other* 
Ye fain me thus, how that I am your brother. 
Ye certes, quod this frere, ye trufleth wel; 
I took our dame the letter of our fcle . 7 

t' 7710. fJbc letter of our fete} There is a letter of thfa 1 
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Now wel, qaod he, and fonnvhat ihal I yeve 
Unto vour holy covent while [ live; 
And in thin houd thou fhalt it have anox^ 
On this condition, -and other non. 
That thou depart it fo, my dere brother^ 7 7 15 

That every finere have as'moche as other x 
This Ihalt thou fwere on thy profeifion 
Withoutcn fraud or cavilation. 

I fwere it, quod the frere, upon my faith ; 
And therwithal his hond in his he layth. 77 so 

Lo here my faith ; in me ihal be ho lak. 

Than put thin hond adonn right by my bak, 
Saide this man, and grope wel behind 
Benethe my buctok,.ther thou fhalte find 
A thing that I have hid in privetce. 7 725 

A ! thought this fre re, that ihal go with me ; 
And doun his hond he launcheth t^ the clifte. 
In hope for to finden thcr a gifce. 

And whan this iike man felte this frcre 
About hi-* towel gropen thcr and here, 773^ 

Amid his hond he let the frcre a fart : 
Thcr n'is no capel drawing in a cart 
That might han let a fart of fvviche a fouu. 

Tht frcre up flcrte as doth a wood leoun : 

in Stevcnt^ Supp. to Durd. vol. ii. .-Ipp. p. 370; " Fratrc? Prn?- 
•' I'.xatorcs, Warwicc. admittunt Thoin.iin Cannings et uxo- 
** rem cius A{;iictwin ;ul partiiipationtm omnium botioruni 
•'Dpcnunconvcntus cjuulcm." It is under fcal uf thePiiui, 
4 .V5/!. O^lob. /ln» Dom. i 347. 
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A ! falfe cberl, quod be* for Goddes bones 7735 

This had thou in defpit don for the nooes : 
Thou {halt fibie this fart if thit I may. 

His meinie, which that herden this affray, 
Came leping in, and chafed out the frere. 
And forth hr goth with a ful angry chere, 7740 
And fet his felaw ther as lay his ftore : 
He loked as it were a wilde bore. 
And grinte with his teeth, fo was he wroth. 
A flurdy pas doun to the court he goth, 
Wher as ther woned a man of gret honour, 7 745 
To whom that he was alway confeflbur: 
This worthy man was lord of that village. 
This frere came, as he were in a rage, 
Wher as this lord fat eting at his bord : 
Unnethes might the frere fpeke o word, 775© 

Til attc laft he faide, God you fee ! 

This lord gan loke, and faide, BenedktU! 
What ? Frcre John, what maner world is this ? 
I fee wel that fom thing ther is amis ; 
Yc loken as the wood were ful of thcvcs. 7 755 

Sit doun anon, and tell me what your greve is, 

ir. 7740.] Tlie remainder of this Tale is omitted In mff. B, 

c. and BoJ. C. and inftead of it they give ustlie following lame 

and impotent conclufion; 

He ne had nozt eltit for hi* fcrmon 

I'o part afiKitiR hU brethren when be cam home. 

And ihut U thU Talc idem, 

I'iir we were almoft alt the toan. 

I only mention this to ihew wluit liberties foxne co^fts hare 
LdJLcn with our Author. 



THE SOMPMOURtS TALC. 95 

And it ihal ben amended if I may. 

I have, qaod he, had a defpit to day, 
God yelde yon, adoun in your village. 
That in this world ther n'is fo poure a page 7760 
That he n*olde have abhominatioun 
Of that 1 have received in youre toun ; 
And yet ne greveth me nothing fo fore 
As that the olde cherl with lokkes hore 
Blafphemed hath onre holy covent eke. 7 765 

Now maiiler, quod this lord, I you bcfeke. 

Ho maiHer, Sire, quod he, but fcrvitour^ 
Though I have had in fcole that honour. 
God liketh not that men us Rabi call 
Neither in market ne in your large hall. 7770 

No force, quod he, but tell me all your grefe. 

Sire, quod this frere, an odious mifchefe, 
This day betid is to min ordre and me, 
And io per coHptquens to eche degree 
Of holy chirche, God amende it fone. 7 7 75 

Sire, quod the lord, ye wot what is to don : 
Diil:empre you not, ye ben my confcflbur ; 
Ye ben the fait of the erthe and the favour : 
For Goddes love your patience now hold ; 
Telle me your grefe. And he anon him cold 7780 
As ye han herd before, ye wot wel what. 

The lady of the hous ay flille fat 
Til (he had herdc what the frere faid. 

£y, Goddes moder, quod Ihe, blisful maid ! 
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r here for hit wortbini^tti^ i^. ■ 
: up the ncuiHibre at hi^Mag^, 
Tbialhall they knik ndoun by on affcaj^ , ,.., . 
ADdtoevery (jiotut eniliiiiliiiFuancre ;i'..<j| 
Ful fadljr lay iii. nnl-t Oul a fttrc; , . ,■„ j,, 

Yonr noble cunfcGour, ihsr God him fait^- ^ n; 
ShaiteUH^jiHiTcuiTieht unkrUieaavB. - 
Tbu>Ihilth:-.dicil, wiihbdy aifmiitoDgte ' 
A1U17 tabour, hidcrbfu ybroughl; ij] 

Aod IHWaB. oD the whcle riglie ctf tbiiOMt 
UpoD tbe mve, aod male him let frfw^ 
Aikd je (hqll hen, up peril ^tmfitx 
Sy Tcrif ppctf (hit u demoollialif, 
ThateqiuUytlielbiKiofitHolvtniki g| 

AndckefhfiioJu, VBt!Oiberp<ibie»il«( - ' 
3>Tc that this wcrtb;iiuii,yoat toaSstmUt 
(BccaDfiiJlliiilsuliof^ctfaDBoar) , 
Shalhu the GHlc fruit, utcfonta. r, 

The noble nlige of frerei yet it ti .f| 

The mxtliy mro of hew fhul firil be ferved, .;i 
Andcemialy he hath it wcldefeneji 
He l>*th i»-day tanght u* fo nodiel good. 
With prechjn^ia the pulpit iliet he Hood, 
That 1 msj vouchcfiuf, I fay for me, •§ 

He hadde the fiifte linel of firlei three. 
And fo irdd ill hi: hrclliren hardcty. 
He befeth Uni fg falrc wd holfly. 
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rdy the lady, and eche man, fave the frere, 

lat Jankin fpake in thb matere 7870 

'Euclide or elien Ptholomee. 

: the cherl they fayden , Sahtihce 

e wit made him fpeken as he fpakc; 

) fool DC no demoniake. 

in hath ywonne a newe goune. 

is don^ we ben almoft at toune. 787^ 

E CLERKES PROLOGUE. 

rk of Ozenforde, our Hofte faid, 

( ftille and coy as doth a maid 

ire fpoufed, fitting at the bord; 

nc herd I of your tDnge a word. ; 85Jo 

(ludicabouten fom Ibphjmc; 

ion faith that every thinjr hath time. 

es fake as beth of better chtre, 

nc for to fludien here. 

m mc ry Talc by your f a y ; 7 S R ;, 

man that is entred in a 'ihv 

mofl unto the play afTcnt. 

eth not, as frercs don in l.rnt, 

us for our olde finnes wepe, 

"»y Talc make us not to ficpe. 7X93 

if'i'rc nc^.vcJ}-ouf:^f] It lias been oi^fervcc! '-i m. iivcn 
ut Cl'-.-iucer frequently omit* r!ic <^ .vcri'^t-: -, r>- 
'IkkvciIm: lliciiift.incesrl'.ereri'c'l \.tre' t j^vi !!••.. -.1 
In tliinllne, andfvjtnet^thcrs wlitcli I i>..iI1 ;c:iu on ■ 
lativcsrr/ a or Kvhi:h .uc omitted in tiic l.unc in:::;- 
.T. 741 1, 13035, 1604^. 

V] 




ICO THE CLt&KEI PR0£0OOB« 

Tell UB fom mery thing of aVentUres; 
Your tenncs, your coloures^ and your figare% 
Kepe hem in ftore til fo be ye endite 
Hie flile, as whan that men to kinges write. 
Speketh fo plain at this time, I you pray. 
That we may underftonden what ye fay. 

This worthy Clerk benigoely anfwerde; 
Hofle, quod he, I am under your yerde. 
Ye have of us as now the governance, 
And therfore wokle I do you obcyfaacCy 
As fer as refon afketh hardely : 
I wol you tell a Tale which that I 
Lcrned at Padowc of a worthy clerk, 
As preved by his wordes and his wcrk : 
He is now ded and nailed in his chefte, 
I pray to God fo yeve his foulc rede. 

Fraunceis Petrark, the Laurcat poete, 
Highte this clerk, whos rethorike fwtte 
Enlumined all Itaille of poetrlc, 
As Lynyan did of phiiofophie 

"^. 7910. Lynyan"] Or L'lnian. The pcrfon tiiennt wa« ; 
Tjcnt lawyer, and made a great n()irc-(a» we fay) in hi 
Hi» name of late has been fo htt'c known that I l>elieve 1 
lias been anj»ry v\}ih the cJitr. for caUinp him Lii'iaiu 
h fome account trf him »n Panzirplus, tt' O. Leg. IntetpTk 
c. XXV.; ** Joannes a Li^nano^ aj^ri Mcd'c^Ujicnlis vico, 
*-du8, etobid I.ignjnusiWtluf," CiT". . One of his works. « 
TraclMus de Bdlo, is otant mi mf. Rtg. 1 ^, B. ix. lie cc 
it at Polcpna in the vc»r 1 160.-- Hi- va»noL h«.\vevci 
lawyer ; Chaucer fiu'aks ol h-m ns f vcclli.ii;; alfo in/>/^<7( 
aud fo dock hlb cplt-pl^, .ip. I'anzivol. I. c. i 



TBE CLZRKCS PROLOGUE. ZCI 

Or law, or other art particulere ; 
But Dctli, that wol not fuflre us dwellcn here, 
But as it ^ere a t\vinklin<r of an eye, 
Hem both hath flaine, and alle we (hul dye. 

But forth to tcllen of this worthy man 79 [5 

That taughte me this Tale as I began, 
I fay that firft he with hi^he ftile enditeth 
(Or he the body of hi» Tale writeth) 
A proheme, in the which defcriveth he 
Piemonr, and of Salucen the contree, 79^0 

And fpeketh of Apennin the hillen hie. 
That ben the boundes of weft Lumbardie, 
And of Mount Vefulusin fpecia], 
Wher as the Poo out of a welle fmal 
Takcth his firfte fpringinjj and his four% 79 2? 

That eftward ay encrefcth in hiscours 
To Emelic ward, to Ferare and Venife, 
The which a lon;^ thing were to dcvifc; 

G!uila 7.<i;nu;i<, titi.K> Jcdiritus <itnH|ui:, 

Lcpbut ei facru Canone clivci crat. 

Alter Arilt()tc!cs, li!',)p:)crr.s cr.tt ci i't(»l.>:nTiis— 

TThe only fpcclmcn of Inn ;iIii1(irop!>y tliAt I have met wiili is 
in mf. Hjri. loort. It U »n alirologicAl work, entitled *• Co.i- 
•" cluliones Jutlicii coiiipoficc per Domnuni Johaiincm li:.' I.y- 
•* T'l.Tno ;l. Lyi'.i vio ) fviper coron.iciunc IV,m!ii I'rbani l*ai)c VI. 
•* A. D. 137S, iStli April, '^c. cum Diajrnmmatc.** Ho alio 
fupportcd the clccllon of l^rhan as a lawyer, Panzircl. 1. c. .' 
An^.al. F.cclef. a K.ivw.i/*/-}, torn. xvii. Me mult thcr».*foTe Iinvc 
lived at leaitto i ;7S, thou'^Ii in the printed epitaph he in r.iid 
to have died in i jrtS, i6ih Fcbr. 

■Jr. 79J7. To EmiU: iv ir.i} One of the rcj;ions of ir.ily v.- n 
Clllc4 iEmilia, ir-j-.w W.-z / ;.j .^. r.UlJit ■.> hicl. croIFed it ircir. ? *■ 



I02r TUE CLEXKEi TiltC. 

And trcwely, as to my ju^ment, 

Mc thi»k;th it a things impertinent, 77; 

Save that he wol conveyeo his matere : 

£uc this i^ the Tale which that ye mow here. 

THE GLERKES TALK 

ri'' 

1 HER is right at the weft fide of ItauUe, 

Doun at the rote of Vefalus the cold, 

A lufty plain habundant of vitaillc, 79 

Ther many a toun and tour thou maift behold. 

That founded were in time of fathers old. 

And many another delitable fighte, 

And Saluces this noble contree highte. 

A markis whilom lord was of that lond,- 79 

As were his worthy elders him before. 

And obeyfant, ay redy to his bond, 

Were all his lieges bothe IcfTe and more i 

Thus in delit he liveth, and hath don yore, 

Celoved and drad, thurph favour of Fortune, 79 

Both of hi^ loides and of his commune. 

csntia to Rimini. Flacentia {li)od upon tlie Po, Piti/c. Lex. A 
Rom. in V. FiaJBmilia. Petrarcli's (lefriiption of thisipart 
tlie courfe of the Po is a little different. He fpeaks of it as 
vidingtheAlmilian and Flamini-an I ei>;ionsfrom Venice--** JEi 
** iliam atque Flaininiaai Vcnet>anu]utr difcriminan*.'* But( 
Author's r.iruHe is plainly taken irom him. — As the follow! 
Tale is almoil wholly tranflated frotr Petrarcli, [fee the 7 
courfSy l^c. \ zo,n it uould be endltfs lo titc nnrticular p 
fages fr(»m the oTi«rnal cliccalW as it is printed in all thee 
tkms o/Perran I/s woiks j it is llicrc entitled De Olwiknt'u 

I'nckncc vthis vci:c Cril.M bv Umc v.^c'\ VWa^v vVvaW.. v v-> 




itfDiq|fBkdB of liin^^y 

^M- fitoAKf sad Tong^f ftge, 
MwrtadoCcartefie^ • • 7950 

hyhbcMitrcefbrtogie, : 
ngr^ tlMt he WM to hbnaei 
PM^iit yonge lordes mbq^. 
itlnii^tbathecoiifideredixiiigfat ' 
g.irlMit might him httidc,-- . 7951 
; preicoC wts «n his thiwght, 
ikeuidhiiki^ODCTerf^de} * . ' 
othcf caret let he Aide; 
old (and that Wat worft of all) 
if for ought that might befall . 7960 
otDt hit peple hafe fo ibre 
I on a.day to htm they went^ 
D, that wifeil was of lore, 
the k>rd wold beft afient 
tell him what the pepk meaty 7965 
lie wel (hew fwiche matere) 
kit faid as ye fiiull here, 
irkit! yoar hnmaoitec 
d yeveth os hardtnefle, 
it of necefiitee 7$^7^ 

u mow tell our hevinefTe ; 
>rd» than of your gentillefle 
pitootherte unto you plaine^ 
Tcsnat my voiVdifdaine. 



lC/2r rut CLEXKCS TALth 

And trewely, as to my }u^ement, 

]Mc thi»keth it a thin^ impertinent, 7^3^ 

Save that he wol conveyen his matere : 

But this i^the Tale which that ye mow here. 

THE CLERKES TALK 

1 HER is right at the weft fide of Uaille, 

Doun at the rote of Vefulus the cold, 

A lufty plain habundanc of vitaiilc, 793S 

Ther many a toun and tour thou maift behold, 

That founded were in time of fathers old, 

And many another delitable fighte, 

And Saluces this noble contree highte. 

A markis whilom lord was of that lond,- 7949 

As were his worthy elders him before. 

And obeyfant, ay redy to his bond, 

Were ell his licg«s bothe IcfTe and more t 

I'hus in delit he Ifveth, and hath don yore, 

CeLoved and drad, thurph favour of Fortune, 7945 

Both of hi^ loides and of his commune. 

centia to ftimioi. Flacentia ftiK)d upon the Po, Piti/c. Lex. Ant, 

Rom. in V. FiaJBmilia. Petrarch's dcfcilption of this part of 

tlie cGurfe of the Po is a little different. He fpeaks of it as dU 

vidinjitheiEmilianandFlaBiinianregion8fromVenice--**iEmi- 

*• iliam atque Flaminiam VeHet»amque difcriminans.'* But our 

Author's r.tiulie is plainly taken from him. — As the following 

'J^alc ib almoft wholly tranflated from Petrarch, [fee the Dif- 

i'j:o-ji\ \!fc. \ 20,] it would be endkfs to cite particular paf- 

fapcs from the orignal, tfi-ccially as it is printed in all theedi> 

tiiMis of Petrari Ji's works i it is there entitled Dc Qbcdicnt'ia cc 

lUc I'xorij Myilolo^la. 

•7/ .• r/i- / -r -TiJiej Vv'al»^cr the M.irqiils of Salure proveth tlic 

"cj'encc vt'hvi kU'c CrifilU by tlirc raoll i\\atv trialls. Vrry, 



4 -^ \jtf.afi^JK^ 

"thtrwith liewM, tDffKkfn of linagr, 
t'hc gcntilcD ybnrne iA I.umb^nlie, 
A fgirtpfrfun, atidflionj^, bih! yung of age, 



t Umm Mw i K it , tfcrt.h« BBrfa >rU iwsgbt 
ID tiM*cMt«n(.VbM«aglMWnhMUt,~ 7 

B« <M Ul Ml pnfcWt MM d Ul ifauDgtit, 

And efcch B*dd (■iid&u-*u«*Brft of iD) 
WeMenBawiffarmiBlitthuiiiiKlHbebU. ; 

Ontf datjMat ki) ptplc b«re lb fere 
That flodkmel OB i^da; to bhn tfaey weM, 
And M «f ben^ thu wiftfi wm of Ion, 
(OidUitlW the locd woU befi affott 
Tb«t fee InM mU Um wb» tbe prpl« mot, 7 
Or eIlM«o>d be wel Ihew (wichcauuen) 
He mthemarkidaidujc flinUbere. 

O imU* Maikiif TOOT htrnwDttei 
Affoictb M «ul jevcth nt hardiiteflr, 
Aiofiutimsliof ncceStee 7 

Tlul we to yon mow tell our berincfli: ; 
Acceptctb, Lord, dun of yoor gentillcQe 
T^U tit iricb pitODi hcrte onto you platae. 
And Itt jour aajut my voiMUilaia«. 
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Al have I not to don in this matere 79 75 

More than another man hath in this place, 
"Y ft for as moch as ye, my Lord fo dere, 
Han alway ihewed* me favour and grace^ 
I dare the bttter aike of you a fpace 
Of audience to fliewen our requefb, 79^ 

And yc, my Lord, to don right an you kft. 

For ccrtes. Lord, fo wel us liketh you 
And all your werke, and ever have don, that vre 
No couden not ourfelf devifen hovr 
We mighten live in more felicitee) 79S5 

Save o thing, I^ord, if it your wilk be 
IMiat for to 6c a wedded man you left 
I'han were your pcple in foverain hertes reft. 

Boweth your nekke under the blisful yok 
Of foveraincce, and not of fervife, 799<^ 

^Vhich that men clepen Spoufaile or Wedlok : 
And thinketh, Lord, among your thoughtes wife, 
How that enr dayes palTe in fondry wife ; 
For though we flepe, or wake, or rome, or ride, 
Ay fleth the time, it wol no man abide. 7995 

And though your grene youthc floure as yet. 
In crepeth age aiway as ftili as fton, 
And deth manafeth every age, and fmit 
In eche eftat, for ther efcapcth non : 
And al fo certain as wc knowe eche on 8cco 

'1 hat we fliul die, as uncertain we all 
B-:n of that day whan deth fhal on us fall. 
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Accepteth than of us the trewe eotent, 
That never yet refufeden your heft, 
And ve wol, Lord, if that ye wol alTcnt, 8005 

Chcfe you a wife in (hort time at the mcft 
Borne of the gentiileft and of the bell 
Of all this lond, fo that it oughte feme 
Honour to God and you, as we can dcme. 

Deliver us out of all thi^ befy drcde, 8c IC 

And take a wif for highc Goddes fake ; 
For if it fo befell, as God forbede. 
That thurgh your dcth your linage ihulde ilake, 
And that a ftrange fucceffour ihuld take 
Your heritage, o ! wo were us on lire ; 8c 15 

Whcrfore we pray you halliiy to wive. 

liir meke praierc and hir pitous chere 
Made the markis for to han pitce. 
Ye wol, quod he, min owen peplc dere, 
To that 1 never er thought conilrainen me : 8c 2Q 
I me rejoyced of my libcrtee, 
That feldcn time is found in mariage; 
'I'hcr I was free 1 mofte ben in fervage. 

But nathcles I fee your trcwe entent, 
And truft upon your wit, and have don ay; 802.5 
Wherfore of my free will I wol ailent 
To wedden me as fone as ever 1 may : 
But ther as ye han profred me to-day 
To chefcn me a wif, I you relefe 
'I'hat chois, and pray you of that profer ccfc. 8030 



io8 

But tnriorpekeofvertuouibrHtcc, 
Than w^i (he an the f»irell under fonoe. 

FbI pourely yColircd op wai. <bc% 
Nd UkeroiM luft WM in hire hate jronne : !ojO 
Wcl i^flM of the wtU ihan of the innae 
Bhediankei and £<« (he voids venue plefe 
She liievuel labour lilt non idtlde. 

Butihoujh ih(i maydcn tendrc were of age, 
Yet in ihc brca«f hire tirginitee tojj 

Thcr wot enclufed Ihd aod ripe enrage. 
And in gtetreYcrenceandcharitee 
Hire oldc poure fader foftred She : 
A tfw Ibccp f pinning on the fcld Ditbcpli 
She wddr nut ben idel til the flepi. 

And whin the homward amt fhc wolde btiiij 

Wnna and olher herbei times of(, 
The which She (hrcd and fflhe for hire living, 
And made hire had ful hard and nothing roft; 
.-^ nd aj' Ihe kept hire fadrci liC on loft 
With every obeifsnce and diligence 
That child may don to Fadrei rcnrcnce. 

Upon CiHlilde, thii poure creature, 
Ful oficn Tithe this tnackis fetie his eje, 
As he on hnnEiu^ rodeparaventure^ 
And whan it fell that he might hire efpie 
He tiol with wanton loking nrfolie 
His cyen call on hire, but in fad wife 
L^pon hire chcre he woLd him aft avKc ; 
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Gommendlng in his herte hire womanhedc, 8115 
And eke hire vertue, palling any wight 
Of fo yong age as wel in chere as dede : 
For though the peple have no gret infight 
Jn vertuc, he confidered ful right 
Hire bountee, and dii'poftd that he wold 8 1 20 

"Wedde hire only if ever he wcddcn fhoUI. 

'llie day of "wedding came, but no wight can 
TeUcn what woman that it ihuldc be, 
For which marvaiile wondred many a man, 
And faiden, whan they were in privetee, 81 25 

Wol not our lord yet leve his vauitee f 
>Vol he not wedde ? Alas, alas the while! 
Why wol he thus himfclf and us begilc ? 

13 ut natheles this m:irkib hath do make 
Of gcmmcs fettc in gold and in alure 813*5 

Droches and ringts, for Gririlue-> fake ; 
And uf hire dothiiig tuke he the mefure 
Of a maiden like unto hire flaturc. 
And eke of other ornanu-nteA all 
"That unto fwichc a weddinjr IhuKle fall. 8135 

The time of undtme of the fame day 
Approcheth that this wedding (hulde be, 

■^. 8135. TW trr.f 0/ uhL'rr.t'l The rUoir-iry cx|'h:r- 'i-.n 
^f ^^IJ' to ir.c^nthc rir'rd lu'ur of t'lf div, ^r nut*, of ilu ^ . i k. 
Ir.'.er. fi^S't wlxrc ihisword is vzffd a}jain,thc(iri;;uKil li i^ - • 
tii.-j ter{ui ; irs tlii-" jiUvc it Ij.js — /"i, : i-raKdil : fr.'in v\Iu :'i ■: 
^■e may Col!;','* rh it ;n v'^nuccrN time tlic il^irJ hair. «•! 
^rn-*^ v-a<5 the ufiial hr.iir »f o.mmit —I have .u'vcr n.c. v.:li 

r:.'"wr J If. K 
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ind all the palcU put was in amy, 
loth halle and chamlucSt ecfae in hit degree, 
Htiufe» of ofiKce ftoffed with plentcc ; Zl^ 

Ther mayfl. thoo fee of deinteom vkaille 
That may be found as fer as lafieth ItaiUe. 

This real markis richely arraide, 
liOrdcs aud ladies in his compagnie, 
I'hc which unto the felle wcren praide, tl4 

And of his retenue the bachelerie. 
With many a foun of fondry mclodie. 
Unto the viUage of the which 1 told 
In thi» array the righte way they hold. 

Grifilde of this (God wot) fol innoccst Si 
That for hire flupen was all this array. 
To fetchcn waiter at a welle is went. 
And Cometh home as fone as ever (he may ; 
For wel flic had herd fay that thilke day 
I'he markis ihulde wcdJe, and if ihe might 
She woide fayo han ften fom of that fight. 

She thouji^ht 1 wol with other maidens don 
That ben my fclawcs, in our dore, and fee 
The markir4.frc, and tiicrto wol I fond 

any rt\ nn;U>;:jy of this word wjd:rnc, but the follow' 
might lead one to fufpcd that it had ibmc rcfcrcnc 
7ic:n. •* In the town-book belonging to the corpora! 
•' ford, iS K. IV. It h ordtyncd that no pcrfcn opy 
•' or fc^ ther corn to fale. afore hour t)f ten of the 
** the ur. Icrr.onc hell be rongyn." VcVs I)t/id. t 
» ;. p. :6. In the llji:A.Di:\ ondi'crn: is render 
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To don at home, as fone as it may be, i!.iCo 

The labour which that longeth unto me« 
And than I may at Icifer hire behold. 
If flie this way unto the Caftel hold. 

And as (he wolde over the threfwold ^on 
The markis came and gan hire fur to call, 8 1 ^5 
And (he fct doun hire water-pot anon 
Bcfide the threfwold in an oxes ftall, 
And doon upon hire knees (he gan to fall, 
And with fad countenance kncleth fiill. 
Til ihe had herd what was the lordes will. 8 1 ;o 

This thoughtful markis fpake unto this maid 
Fol foberly, and faid in this manere ; 
Wher is your fader, Grifildis ? he faid. 
And fhe with reverence in humble cherc 
Anfwered, Lord, he is al redy here. ^^75 

And in (he goth withouten lenger letce. 
And to the markis ihe hire fader fctte. 

He by the bond than toke this poure man, 
And faide thus whan he him had afide ; 
Janicols^ I neither may ne can ^> i •- ~ 

Lenger the plefance of min herte hide ; 
If that thou vouchefauf, what £0 betide. 
Thy doughter wol I take or that I wend 
As for my wif unto hire lives end. 

Thou loved mc, that wot I wcl certain, C i ?.: 
And art my (aithful lie}rcman yhorc, 
And all that Jiketh mci I dare we\ fain. 
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It liketh thee, and fpecially therfore 

Tell mc that point that I have iaid before. 

If that thou wolt unto thi« parpos drawe, 8190 

To taken me as for thy fon in Ikwe ? 

This foden cas this man aflmicd fo 
l^hat red he wez, abaifl, and al quaking 
He ftood ; unnethes faid he worded nio 
But only thus; Lord, quod he, my willing^ 8x 95 
Is as ye wol, ne ageins your liking 
I wol no thing, min owcn Lord fo derc ; 
Right as you lift govemeth this niatere. 

Than wol I, quod this markis foftely, 
That in thy chambre 1, and thou, and ihc^ 8300 
Have a collation ; and woft thon why I 
For I wol afic hire if it hire wille be 
To be my wif, and renle hire afteif mc ? 
And all this (hal be don in thy prefence ; 
I wol not fpeke out of thin audience. 8205 

And in the chambre, while chev were aboute 
The tretce, which as ye ihul after here, 
The peple came Into the hous withoute, 
And wondred hem in how honeft manerc 
Iintentiily (he kept hire fader dere : 82X0 

But utterly Griiiidis wonder might. 
Per never erft ne faw (he fwiche a fight. 

No wonder is though that fhe be afloncd 
To fee fo gret a geft come in that place, 
She never was to nan fwiche geftes wonod, Z%1$ 




ItJ 



Ta thii h^Ogm i nmmf hWjfri miid, 

GrHHiiri lwriiii,ye AAnwi maifciftim J 8a2o 
Icfikedito 

AsIfappoft^tfpMllkitiirfiitet ^ 

Att thifii ffifc—ilii ■■« I iri (qnod he) 

That fink MM ffavlvliMf Wilbur' 8215 



li 

A» aw bdt li ihtf thy 6d joi huigh or fioerte, 
AflMlnevdiryeto-fnfidicByaigfatsedajy 3230 

Aad dse whiir I fikf Yhye fiyttoc Nii]r> 
lMlnci(%]|rwHO ne frouMpy oouocenuice f 

Bwcte Aii^Md hen I fwere cmr alliAiKe. - 

Wimirihf uiwin this thing, qiiakiiig for drede, 

She friinj 3LmhI» ind^pie and unworthy 8235 

Am I totlBlhe himoar that ye me bede» 

Qae M je wol yoorfeif right fo wol 1 1 

AadhmK Arerethat netcr willingly. 

In wak ne thonght I n*ill yoa difobeie 

For to be ded, thoagh me were loth to deic . 8243 

. lliif it ynongfa, Griiilde min, qaod he. 

And finth he gbth with a ful fobre chere 

Ont at the dore, and after than came (he, 

K iij 
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And to the pcple he faid in this manerc ; 

'ibis is my wif, quod he» that fiondcth here; 8245 

H iiourc'th her, aiidloveth hire, I pny. 

Who i'o mc lovtih; ther n*is no more to fay. 

Acd for that nothinj^ of hire oleic gcre 
She ihuldc bring iuto his houa, he bad 
That women ihuld defpoilcQ hire right tJiere, 8tjO 
Hi which thilt ladies wcrcn nothing glad 
I'u h.indle hire clothes wlierin fhc was clsd : 
But n.tthcles this maiden bright of hew 
I'ro fuot to bed they clothed ban all new. 

1 lire licrcs ban they kempt, that lay untreflcd 
lul rudely, and with hir fingres fmal 82j6 

A Loruunc en liirc bed they ban ydrcifed, 
And I'cttc hire ful of nouches gret and fmal. 
Of hire array what (huld I make a tale? 
1 Mineth the peple hire knew for hire fairncfle 8260 
WJiaii fhe tranfnicwed was in fwichc richcITc. 

Thisniarkis hath hire fpoufed with a ring 
Brought for the fame caufe, and than hire fettc 
I 'pon an hers fnow-white and wcl ambling. 
And to his pakis, or he Icngcr lette, 8165 f 

^ Witli joyful pcple that hire lad and nicttc) 

"i' . Si ;S. /;./ ■:/ rou. /.'.v] 'llic CdH'mcir. rc.ulini; U ouchc^ but 
I \..'.\v retained the rc.idirr cf the *'cll vM\' a'^ it iii.iy poiHii'.y 
..:! t ii'pu hi'ily to liilcove: ilv nic.ininij ofrhc word. I olifcrve 
t I. il'..it !l isOi vviitu:! in the invci.is ly i r :!.r (.tVtiUn: H V. 
..'..•;/. -.H. VI. n. ;i ;" Itttv. 'I hi.i-.i—.t • ..I ."ilVr^i:- 
*•;:.:; Jc diver.- ^^^tinAvits puis 311! il'or pri> ;j;, 



Toe, emp-^^ 

'^'"'*f,rter.„fl''f^"erc„ce 
« oniv of s,, ""« ' '*cth „„ ! ' 




1 16 m.naect» tjbr 

GootoSalncetiipatthirttobdioUj. :: . y, 

Thnt Waller lowly, my bntrcaUf,; ' ' ' 

Wedded withfoitnnatlioiieftety *-'■:;■• if r 
InGiMldQvpfetli'kctiiMefilf . < f<.7.{.. 

At borne, tnd gnceTOOvgh tmtmatd had ktsitfM 
And for lie |inr.tiiatiiiider low degRo' '. .lu i. '. 
Wat honeft vertnehid, the peplehtm iieU • r. <?; 
Apnideiitinan,«iidtfaatiaieeii{Ql£Bld4 -'•" ■ i < 

Not only this Orifiidii thnri^liira wit r : • :' 
Coade altthe fete of wigy h rnnlin gfle, "^ *^J8# 

But eke whan that the eaa repaired it i 
The coraone profit coode fte mhtefie 3 
Ther n^asdiftord, rancour, nehevinefie^ i • 
In all the lood thatihe ne conde appeb, - . 
And wifely briaghem all in hertet efe. '8jlO 

I'hoogh ithat hire huflioad ahfent.weiie or ikmi ' 
If ^entilmen or other of that cootree 
Were wroth (he woldc bringen hen lit OB. 
So wife and ripe wordet hadde (he, . ^ >-: 
And j ugement of fo grete equitee, - • . ! Sj t^ 

Tiiat ibe from heren fent wat, as men wend, 
IVpIe to iave, and every wrong to amend; ' 

Not longc time after that this Grtfilde 
Was wedded ihe a donghter hath ybore. 
All had hire lever ban borne a knave childe : fstt 
C; lad was the markis and his folk therfore, 
Icr though 3 maiden childe come all before 



.TBKCL1KBK9T ALB. tty 

f tmtp aknaTe child attdne, 
^kodf (io flic n*is oot banciae. 

Part iertia, 
• fieli, as it bc£aJlcth times mo, 83 35 

Jiat this chilck had fouked but a throwc, 
arkis in hiii herte looged fo 
pt his wif, hire fadnefle for to knowe, 
: ne might out of his hate throwe 
arveillous dcfir his wif to alTay : ^330 

s, God wot, he thought hire to ai&ay. 
lad afifaied hire ynough before, 
und hire ever good: what nedeth it 
ir to tempt, and alway more and more ? 
h fom men praife it for a fnbtil wic ; S3 35 
for me, I fay that evil it fit 
y a wif whan that it is no ncde, 
itten hire in anguifh and in drcde. 
which this markis wrought in this manerc : 
ne a-night alone ther as ihe lay ^3 4^ 

teme face and with full trouble chore, 
yde thus, Ghlllde, (quod he) that day 
you toke out of your poure array, 
Jt you in eftat of high noblelTe, 
1 it not forgetten, as I gefie ; 83 45 

% Grifilde, this prefent dignitee, 
ch that I have put you, as I trow, 
h you not forgetful for to be 
you toke iu poure eftat ful law, 
y wtdeyc mete y ourfeWcn know • ^'':» !i^ 



Xlg THE CLBKKtt TALI. 

Talcc hcdc of every word that I you fay, 

'J her is 00 wight that hereth it but we tway. 

Ye wotc yourfclf wcl how tliat ye came here 
Into this houR, it is not long ago, 
And thoDgh to me ye be right lefe and dere, t^sS 
VxMo my gentils yc be nothing fo : 
'VUcy fay to hem it is grct (hame and wo 
I'm to be fuggete*, and ben in fcrvage 
1 o thee, that borne art of a fmal linage. 

And namely fin thy donghtcr was ybore 8360 
'ri-.Llc wordes han they fpoken douteles ; 
Vx t { defire, as I have don before, 
'1\« live my lif with hem in reft and pee« : 
I :iuY not in this cas be recchelcs : 
I r.iutc do with thy doughter for the bcft, S365 

Ni't ^H I wold, but as my gentils left. 

-Vrul vet, God wote. this is ful loth to me : 
I u; uatheles withouten youre wcting 
; w /I nought do; but thus wol I (quod he) 
\'^'. y*- to me idTenten in'this thing ; 8370 

"» ■ , ^* I'.ow your; patience in vcurc werking 
• :: v»* mt" hijrht and fwme in ycure village 
' ">. «Ut chji; maked was our niariage. 

^. "v.- l>.o h.ij herd all this flie not amcvcd 
> Ki- » • ^Nord. iu chtre, ne countenancr, 8375 
i .■» ■". •-•wxi ihe Wis rot a^ re vea"' 
. -i.t . '. .•"•,?. jli !ith in voirr ;>s uncc; 
.!..». fc'C i With KiTulv ^il^:u:i:e 




lljagiiiii lii III urn I yriii: irlll SjSo 

ofeitluitBMiydifpkleitaM^' • 
u}^liihg£DrtoluiT«, v a '•..:■ 
i^te kfe, iiof bnlf ye 3 
iniDjrDbcneyBiidayihallw, 8385 

fliWcordctkiiniythis^defiiOB, - 
ny.fiafagB to tft other place. 
I lluMiiufcidEEHr hift« snfweriagy'- 
eiQ^dMlie were not £di ; 
wMrchcte and hit loking, 8 J90 

he^ihitkL cot of the chamlire go*' 
InH a iurloxig way or two, 
ba^ told all hit cntent 
>, And to hii wif him £tnt. 
iergeant wat thi« pri ve man, S395 

he €uth£ul often fonnden had 
p-et, and eke f wiche felk wd can ■ 
ttfn on thsDget bad ; 
lew wel that he. him loYod and drad. 
thif fergeant wift hie lordet will 84c* 
unbrche fialked him fill ftiU. 
!, he iayd, ye mote foryere it me 
lo thing to which I am confireined; 
vile, that right wel knowen ye 
s belief may not ben yfeined ; 8405 

wel be bewailed and complained, 



\cn mote ueif to bir lull obey, 
!<i wul I ; Iher n'ii so more id U.f, 
lis child [ un loinmaDded for [o take. 
Tpakt: eo mote, bat cue the child he heat E4IB 
jiiiouny. and gan 1 rhcrc to make, 
tliDugh he wuld hive Ilain ir nr he went. 
:-:<i^ muff il fuiKt and »i conlert ; 
>! ^t J l^unbe flic fittnh mtke and ]1!!J, 
idki thI>cruelfrr)pwitdo hiiiniil. IflJ 

Sj;'nicinuiWi.iheilifljmeof ihisiman, 
^I'nt'a lii:< (ace, iBt\xa h» wont alfo, 
ul]H-o> thcuiucin wliiihhc thi5bi;);an; 
iL~ : hire d..u^htcr. thai (he loved To, 
^he n'endt' ];i: woid han Jliiea it tight ttio ; 8410 
JI;it iialhi'k's (he neither wept ne rit:ed, 
t\iiifi;rniiu); hiie 10 that the mirkii liked. 

Hut at tl.c lad tci fpekm fhe bej^an, 
.■\nJ niekely SIk id the fcijrrmt praid 
\.^o ashe W!Ls au-nrthy piiititm^) 1^^ 

i'liat Ihc might killV hire child or that it dcid; 
Anil iu hire barme thii lilel child Hie leid 
With (ul Tad ^e, and pn the child to blilli;, 
Atid liillcilit. and after )^ii il kilTc. 

Aitdlhuilhc raydinhire bcnigne voisi gjjo 

r.ircwcl, my diilJ, I (tuA thee uevci fee, 
I'lii fin I have lh« marked wiih the croii, 
(It ihilki: fidcrybkllcdmolc thou be 
■ !-ai for ui ditd ujictn a croin of trie. 



IE hail ben bardttuarouchefortafn; 

Wcl might a inadcr iban hin eri<il Alls'. 

But aithcki fii fad ftnifall vuOle tlta 

That Ihc endured alladicrCiK, 

And to the rcrgeaot intkf\y (he (ayde. 

Have here agtn your liid yonge tDifile. 

Oalh now {quodllK) and doth k j lordes hcfl : 
And o thing wold I pra^ you of yonr grate, 8^(J 
Bui if my lord forbade you Bt the left, 
Bacietii thii lilel body in fom place 
Xfiat belles ne no bridJes it li!-race. 
Bathe do word to that pur[io«woldfiy. 
But lake the child, and «cm u;)aii his way. 8450 

TKis fngeaot came unto his lord again, 
Aadof Giifildawordeiand hirccherc 
He told him point for pniat, in fliort and plain, 
And him prdented wiih hii doughtei dere. 
Somwhuthislardhathrntitheinbitmnnere, S^sj 
But BaChdeshiapuipaihcldhelllll, 
M lordea dun whan [hey ivol have hir will ; 
And bad this fergeant ibat he priuely 
luMetbU child fulfafte wind andwtappc, 
With alle tireomftaHrts tcndrdy, 8qfla 

i ^[adcaiTy it in acofrc or in a lappc; 



Sl% THE CLBRKES TALI. 

That no man fhulde know of his cntcut, 
Nc wh'. ..' he came ne whider that he went ; 

But at UoloignCf unto htit fuilcr dcre, 8465 

That thilkc time of Pavie was Counteire, 
] ic ihuld it take and ihew hire this matcre, 
bv i'c'ciiinp; hire to don hire benncflu 
ThU child to fufucn in all gentillcffe; 
And whos child that it was he hade hire hide 94/0 
Irom every wight, for ou'^ht that may betide. 

This fergeant guth, and hath fuliiidc this thing. 
13ut to tl»is marquis now rctornc we; 
l"(.r :iow goth he ful faft imagining 
If by his wives chcre he mightc fee, 84 75 

Or by hire wordcsappcrceive, thatfhe 
\\'(Te changed; but he never coud hire finde 
I3ut ever in on ylikcfad and kindc. 

As glad, as humble, as bcfy in fervice 
And eke in love, as Hie was wont to be 8480 

Va.-i fhe to him in every manrr wife : 
I>c of hire douj!;hter not a word fpake fhc ; 
Xson .iccidcnt for non advcrfitee 
V.is fetn in hire, ne never hire doi'ghtcrs name 
Ne nevencd fhe fur ernell ne for g-me. "485 

i^. ^^66. '•■/ Pnrifj \\'1icp. tIH•tc^:^ (^ttbisT.ik was pri'UcJ 
1 ! .»! p.ol (ufUcicntlv .iilvertcd to the ri'.-»Jii>;; ct the lu'l' iv^^ 
wli'v-li i^ iiiii:'iirm!y l\iu:i. I i».»vc litilc I'mul-.i ili.it it ir.oii!iil< 
}' '.-■•h l.D'.li lift c and lK-ir\v,\cr. Sf>.> . ^^^14. .i- 't\\\ ii.iiv i.t'i 
■ •.:■ ;■ r v ■ 1 lU-i i-J u\\\ U". \k rwui'.il tf iI.l ;'..;. :i: I'c r.;:-.*.-.'. 



I^a tetae jere 

itu God wold 

rthiiWakera 

to behold; 

hiifidertold, £493 

itreetnery 

k>d ihcy thonke and k-ry. 

iM, ind £Min the brdt 

JMtherleft B49; 



ye ban held or tlklt 3<oo 
rmuiage, 

r ID il our tgt : 

erte and my corage, 

he you fb fmerte 851:5 

b>(h myn herte. 

han 17aller is agoti 

aide fgcccde, 

leple, it ij no drede : S j IC 
irmur taken hede. 
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1 or certainly I dredc alfwichc fcntencc, 
li.oiigh they not plainen id niyo audience. 

I wuldc live in pecs if that I might ; 
Wlicrfprc I am difpofcd utterly, 8j Ij 

Af. 1 his fuftcr fcrvcd er by night. 
Right lb thinke I to fcrvc him prively. 
This warne I you, that ye notfodcniy 
Out of yourfelf for no wo ihuld outraie; 
JH-th patient, and therof I you praie. 8520 

1 have, quod (he, fayd thu;:, and eyer fhal, 
I wol no tiling, nc n'lU no thing certain, 
Vivt as you lill : not grcvcth me at al 
Tlinugh that my coughter and my fone be flaio 
At your commandemcnt ; that is to fain, $JZS 

\ iiavc not had no p?.rt of children twein 
ivaC iird likenefTe and after wo and peine. 

Vc ben my lord, doth with your owen thing 
R!> l.t as yoy lift ; afkcth no rede of me ; 
i'l r as I left at home al my clothing 853O 

"VV Ii.ui 1 came firft to you, right fo (quod flic) 
Lett I Riy will and al my lihertcc, 
All J toke your clothing ; whcrforc I you prey 
P/oth your plcfancc, I wol youre luft obey. 

And ccrtca. if I haddc prcfcicncc 8535 

V.'iir will to know or yc your luft mc told, 
I woKl it do wiihouten ncglijrcnre : 
'*i ! now I wotc your luft, and what yc wold, 
• /'■ I iHir pkLiKi^ Icrmc and ftublc I i\v^Id; 
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And of malice, or for cruel cotazc, 
'i'hat fhe had fufifred this with f^d vilage. 

But wel he knew that next himfdf certain 8j 70 
She loved hire children bell in every wife. 
But now of women wold I aiken faya 
]f thife aHaies mighteq not fuiEfe ? 
AVhat coud a flurdy huihQndmore devife 
To preve hire wifhood and hire ftcdfaftncfle, . $5 75 
- ^nd he continuing ever in fturdineiTe f 

But ther ben folk of fwichc condition, 
That whan they han a certain purpos take 
They canno( flint of hir enteution, 
But right a^ they were bo'.mden to a ftakc 8^ 80 
They wol not of hir firfle purpos flake : 
Rin;ht fo this markis fully bath purpofcd 
To tempt his wif ashe was firfl difpofed. 

He waiteth if by word or contenancc 
That Ihe to him was changed of corage ; 8585 

But never cqud he findcn variance ; 
i?ht was ay on in herte and In vifage ; 
And Hy the further that fte was in age 
The more trewe (if that it were pofllble) 
iShe vtas to him in love, and more penible. ?J90 

For which it ftmed thus, that of htm two 
T Ikt was but o will; for as Walter left 
The fame luil was hire plefance alfo ; 
And, God be thanked, all fell for the bcft. 
She llicwcd wcl for no worldly unrcft 8595 
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A wif, as of hirefelf, no thing nc (holde 
Wille in cffeA but as hire huibond wolde. 

The fclandre of Walter wonder wide fpradde. 
That of a cruel herte he wikkedly. 
For he a poure woman wedded hadde, 86c o 

Hath murdred both his children prively : 
Swich murmur was among hem comuuly* 
No wonder is, for to the peples ere 
Thcr came no word but that they murdred were. 

For which ther as his peple thcrbefore 8605 

Had loved him wcl, the fclandre of his diffame 
Alade hem that they him hatcden thcrfore : 
To ben a mudrour is an hateful name. 
But natheles for erneft ne for game 
He of his cruel purpos n*oIde (lente : 8610 

To tempt his wif was fette all his entente. 

Whan that his doughter twelf yere was of age 
He to the court of Rome, in fubtil wife 
Enformcd of his will, fcnt his melTagc, 
Commanding him fwiche billcs to dcvife 8615 

As to his cruel purjjos may fuffife. 
How that the Pope, as for his pcples reft, 
Bade him to wed another if him left. 

1 fay he bade they ihulden contrcfcte 
The Popes bulles, making mention 8620 

ir- S(5i4. bis mrj:jge2 ^^'^ mefTcnjitT. Sec below, vcr. S8z^. 
ALjT-Jl-' W.I8 comintmly ufed for nuj^a^erhy the Trench poctj. 
D\iCaiiZ''i in V. McPjiar'nis^ 
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'I'h.at he l:?.th levc his firfce wif to Ictc, 

A-i liy tlic Popes difpenlation 

To fiinten rancour and liiiTcntinn 

Pctwix bis peple and him. Thus fpake the bull, 

The ^^hich they han publibftcd at the full. t 

The riide pcple, as no wonder is, 
\V cmlen fui wcl that it had ben right fo ; 
But whan thiie tidings came to Grilildis 
1 dcmc that hire htrte was ful of wo; 
But flic ylike fad for evermo { 

Difpofcd was, this humble creature, 
The advcrfitee of fortune al to endure; 

Abiding ever iiis liift and his plefance 
Tf> whom that flic wa.* vcven hertc and al, 
Ai- to hire vcray worldly fullifance. \ 

l-iit ftiortly if this (lorie tell I ftial, 
'J'lus markis writen hath in fpecial 
A Icttrc, ill which he flievcth his entente, 
And fc( rctly he to Boloigne it fcnte 

To the Erl of Pavie, which that hadde tho ! 
\Vi dv^.ed his fuller, prayed he fpecially 
To hringcn home agein his children two 
In honourable cllat al openly; 
Lut o thing he him prayed utterly, 
Tliat he to no wight, though men wold cnquen 
J-iluiIdc not ti-ll whos children that they were, j 

r»iir fiv the maiden fliuKl vwcddcd l-e 



Awlu tlitt eil was prayed fo did be ; 
tatitiayiaieht on htswiy ia gqa H 

Toward Saluccs, md lordcs aiinj on 

Hire jronge brother riding hire befide. 

Amicd wulowird hire Diariige 
This (reiihe maiden, ful of gemmes clert, S6 

Hire bcDther. which ihit ff vtn ytre was pf 1|«, 
Arraied rte f.-l freHi in hli mantre : 



■■..■■■ArJJ-hfc :■. . 

nkanAb ret t^ «lf M toivteB Bum 
Tp Ae atwdc pfcfc ef lun twifc, 
Mljr to kave opwinee mllDn 

He an a d«f io open aBdinKa 
Falh r i ^tTpft Ttit^^ftH^ffTthlt f fiitcBcrt 
Cbta, Orifikki I bail jao^gk-fiOutce 
T» ban you to Bf Kif Ibr TDtr piodDefle, 
AodEorToactmsbemdfijr joorobsyfance, 81^73 
Not far yont lin^ M for your richest ; 
Bat BOW kDow [ Id Tcny fbthbUndTc 
nil in gret lordlliip, if I me wel nlfe,' 
The H gnc ferriRide in IbadfT Wilis. 



IJO TBECt»«Kl:lTXt>. 

I may not d.'>n uMcnr ploughmaDlv 
My pcplc mc cciDflraiiieih fur lo like 
AnotliL-r ivit, and crienJaj'hy Jit; 
Andtkc the Pope, raoraiir for roflakc, 
Coofcmclli !i, that ddic I imdcrtake : 
Andticncly iliusmoche I wulyoufay. 
My fli-"'!: wif is cprning by ibe wiy. 

Be firpng pfh'tle, and Toid i-qon hire p^ 
Audtliillte ilowcf ihatyeVrughien 
T«ke it a|"t'n i I graotitDf mygrjtc, 
RelOItitth to ycM DulreahcD*, (qund he] 
No Dian may alway hai« l>rel[ierlrce. 
With even hole I rede you Co endure 
The fltokc of Fortune or of nvcDturc. 
Ainl (he iKen anfwerd in patience; 
My Lord, quad the, I woie and wift alariy 
How that hiiwiien jour magnificence 
Atid my povcrie nu wii;ht tic can ne niay 
Maken coniparifrin ; if is no nay : 
I ne held me octcr fli);ne in no niapcre 
To be yoLr »vif ne ycl yout chamhcitre. 

Anil ill (hii horn iht r yt nit b.iy nijdc 
( The high* God take I tor my witneflc. 
And all fa w^he my fouli gUd) 
1 ne«e[ held tnc Udy DC miiareire. 
But halnblc fcmscioyonT worthinefle. 
And ever Qui, whik tll>t my lif may dOK, 
AboTcn eltrj wordly creature. 



placq3 
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That ye fo longe of your benlgnitce 
Han holden me in honour and nobley, 
Whcras I wa* not worthy for to be, 8705 

That thanke I God and you, to whom \ prey 
Foryelde it you ; ther is no more to fey. 
Unto my fader {gladly wol 1 wende, 
And with him dwell unto my lives cnde. 

Ther I was foflred of a childc ful fmiil ; 87 1 o 

Til I be ded my lif ther wol [ lede, 
A widew dene in body, herte, and al : 
Fot (ith I yavc to you my maidenhede. 
And am your trewc wif, it is no drtrde, 
God ihilde fwiche a lordes w if to take 8715 

Another man to hufboud or to make. 

And of your ncwc wif God of his grace 
So graunte you wcle and prof^Kritc, 
For I wol gladly yclden hire my place, 
Tn which that 1 was biisful wont to be : 8 7 zo 

¥or 11th it likcth you, my Lord, (quod (he) 
7'hat whilom wercn all myn hertcs reft, 
'I hac I fiidl gon, I wol go whan you left. 

But tixer a.s ye me profrt fwiciie dowaire 
As I iirft brought, it is wcl in my mind 8725 

It were my wretched clothes, nothing faire, 
'} lie which to nid were hard nqw for to find. 
O '^oodc God ! how gtntil and how kind 
Yc llmi'd by yourfptche and your vjfagc 
The day that mukcJ wub cure marriage ! 8733 
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And etc r« "^ , ,o„ jei^'eW redy be 
"" The remenant of y«» ) .^ j^, fom. 

IJakcd out of mj ««« ^^^ ^^^„e agam. 
lca«.e,»""^°'^* „ldc»fo\«cf*«-. 

TV.attWlUe^o-W .^^,^^,lWu>e 
SbuWe before the pq" ,„ ,.^y 

Be fecn »1 *»"■• ^ le go by the ^ay s 
lettnenotUUea^o-eg^y^^^^ 

Rcmet^breyou.-; „,.orth,«erc. 
j^yourv..f,tho»8 



TBI-CLItKES TAt«. g^% 

Tore in ^oerdon o( my maidcuhcde, 
hat I brought and not agen I here, 8760 
he£auf to ycve mc to my medc 
iie a fmok as i was wont to were, 
iierwith may wric the wombc ut hire 
.4 your wif. And here I take my love 
niin owcn Lord, left I you crrcvr:. 8765 

mok, quod he, that thou hall on thy bake 
: ftill, and here it forth with thee. 
unnethcs thiike word he (pake, 
It his wav for routhe and for nitce. 
.he folk hirtfelven ftripcth (be:, 87 70 

hire fniok, with foot und bed al bare, 
1 hire f:idreshous f'irch is (he fare, 
folk hire folwen wcpiiii^ in hir wcy, 
rtunc ay they curfcii as fhcy ji^oii ; 
fro wcpin*!^ kept hire even »ircy, 8 ; 75 

lis time word nc i'|uKc fhc uon. 
Jcr, that this tidi;:j; Ucrd anon, 
I the day and time that Nature 
lini tu ben a lives creature. 
3utof (Inutr thi*«)lJcpoure man 8;8o 

'cr in fufpi-iJt of iiirc mariajje ; 
-*rhc dcmed, fm it lirjl btgan, 
I'han the lord fuiliilcd haii his corac[c 
oluc tliink;; it were a dllparagc 
tftat fo lowe for to ali«fnt, 878< 

)iJcn hire as fon? as ever he ml^Vit. 




Agcin hisdoi'ghtet hiftily EOlh h*, 
(Tcr he by noife of folk hn<f» hire cominB) 
And with hire Me cote as ii mighl he. 
He cnvcrtth hirt, fol firweful)^ wtping; 
Bui on hire body might he. it not l*inp, 
Fornidewi*lhecb)th, andmoreof^ 
Bf daie^fdk Ihm M lire Bmrngc. 

Thu> with hire Fnder ^ A certilfi Tpice 
Dwcllcth thii Sotir of wifly patiimte, 
Th.it nothdr bj hiM worten iw hire face, 
Btrnrn ihcfdlk, Dcekein hir abfnicc, 
Ke fhswtd (he thn! hire wai don offence, 
Nc i.niiie high L-ilul ao remembrance 
Ne haddc (he »s by hire cnrtenanre. 

No wonder ii. for in hiri- gret eflat 

No teiidre mouth, no hcrle dclicat, 
No pompc, no fetnblant of realiee, 
But fut ol paiicfit henignitee, 
Diftretc, andprnJelcF, ay honourable, 
Anil to hire huibond ever mete and ftable. 

Men fpeia of Job, and moft for hii hombM 
As clctkci whan hem lift can wcl endite, 
Namely oFmoi, btiE a-t In rothfaflnefTc, 
Though derte* prrifcn women but n lit! 
Ther can no man in humbieiTe him acqu 
A) woman can, n<j can be halffo Irewe 
Asvonienbea, butit befiiikofaewB. 



TBI CLIRKE8 TALI. l;,5 

Part fexia. 

Fro Boloigne is this £rl of Pa vie come, 8X15 

i which the fame up fprang to iiiore and IcHl ; 
And CO the pcples ere« all and fonie 
Was couth eke that a newe mar kill fl'e 
He with him brought in fwiche pontp and rici... f c-, 
That never wa* thcr fecn with maiints tyc > :.: 
So nuble arrav in al Well Lunibardic. 

The m trki«, which that (hope and knew all Lh: , 
Er that this crl was come fent his mcUagc 
For thilke pnurc Iciy GriulJis, 
And fhe wi:h humble hcrte and o;]ad vifago, o >> 2 <* 
Not with no fwoilcn tho\ig-u in hire (.orajrc, 
Came at hiHhcfc, ai>d en hire • ntcihirc Icttc, 
And reverently and wilely ihc him prcitc. 

Grillidc, (quod he) my wiii is uttci ly 
This maiden that Ttial wedded be to nic j\- - 

K'.'ceivcd be to-niorwe as really 
A.< \i poflible is in myn hous to be ; 
And eke that v. very wight in his degree 
Have his idAt in fitting and I'ervice, 
And higli pLicincc, as 1 can bill licviil*. j '* • ; 

1 have no woman fu/lilant certain 
The chanibros for to arr^y in ordinance 
After my iiill, and tiicrhre woide I Kiin 
'J'h:it riiin were idi fwich.. niancrc jjovcriKiiKi ; 
'i'Jiou knowLil eke of old ail my plcfai.cc : \\\'..\ - 

Though thin array be bad^aiid evil UUev^ 
Uo ihou thy devoir ut the ktic wt y. 



1.3* niE CEER-KtS TAET. 

Not only, Lord, that I am gla<l (quod llie) 
To don your luft, but I dcllre alfo 
Y<.u for to fcrvc and plele in my degree 8S45 

AVithcutcn fainting, and flial cvermo : 
Nc never fur no wele ne for no wo 
No ihal the goft within myn herte ftente 
To love you l)cft with all my trcwe entente. 

And with that word flic gan the hons to dight. 
And tables for to fttte, and bcddes make, JiSj I 

j\ih\ peintd her to don all that flic might-, 
Piiiyiny; the chambercres for Godde^ fake 
To haOen hem, and fafic fwcpcr and (hake; 
A I'd file, the molle fervicvablc of all, 885 J 

llath every chambrcarraicd and hiR hall. 

Alu-urt-n undem gan this erl ah'ght • 

T\\\t wMih him hrf'u<»ht thift noble children twcy, 
j'or \\ l.i."li t!.f ncnle ra:: to fee the Hght 
()<"] ii uir '.y, io richciv b:fey ; 886f 

Ar.c tl.ai! at Lri> .;i:'.':n;;fF hem they fey 
']";;:.l \\'"lrLr w:is no fool, though that him leffc 
I'll cii;;n;^a his wif, for it wao for the bcft. 

For f];i, is fuirtr, as they dcmen all, 
Th.a: i;* Oriiild«.', ?.m\ more rendre of age, 88 

AijJ fiircr fi nit hetwene hem fhulde fall, 
Ai.'! mor^ plefant, for hire hij.^h linngc : 
l-"«.r. brother tke Jo faire was of vlfage 
Timt h'.-ni t<» feen the peple hath caught plcfanc* 
ConimcnciiAg now the msrhis gcvemimcc. / 
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O ftormy pcplc. unfad and ever untrewe, 
And undiicrete and changing as a fane, 
Delighting ever in rombel that is nf we, 
For like the mope waxen yc and wane : 
Ay ful of dapping, dere yncugh a jaue, 8 8 75 

Your dome is fals, your eonilaucc evi] pre^eth, 
A ful gret fool is he that on you leveth ! 

Thus faiden lade folk in that citee 
Whan that the pcplt gafed up and doun, 
For they wore glftd right for the noveltee 8 880 
To have a newe lady of bit toan. 
Mo qaore of this make I now mentioun, 
But to Grifilde agcn I wol me dreiTe, 
And telle hire cooftance and hire befineiTe. 

Ful befy was Grifilde in every thing S885 

That to the fefte was appertinent; 
Right naught was flic abaift of hire clothing, 
Though it were rude, and fomdcl eke to-rcnt, 
But with glad chere to the yate is went. 
With other folk, to grete the markifefle, 8890 

And after that doth forth hire bcfincHl' . 

With fo glad chere his geftes (he reccivcth, 
And conningly evcrich in his degree. 
That no defaute no man appcrccivcth, 
But ay they wondren what flie miglite be E89 t 

That in fo poure array was for to fee 
And coude fwiche honour and reverence. 
And worthily they prcifen hire prudence, 

M ili 



1^3 TbECtERI^CS TAtr.- 

la ail tMH mcne while (he ne Aent 
Th!- 1)-. i'lCc uikI eke hire brother to commend S9CO 
With uil hire hcrte in ful bcnigoe entent, 
So wcl liiat r.o man coud hire prcife amend ; 
3iit at the [all whan that thifc lorde3 wend 
1\> lit ton doiin to mete, he g3n to call 
Cinlii'-le. as ihe was bcl'y in the hall. 89C5 

(•riilhic, (quod he, as it were in his pby) 
How hkeih thee mv wif and hire bcAutee ? 
R V ht wcl. my hord, quod (be, for in good fay 
.\ l.iir<.T law 1 never non than fhc; 
1 r-rny to God ycvc you j)rofpcritcc, 89IO 

Ana lo 1 hope that he wol to you fend 
Pi( l.mce ynouph unto your Hves end. 

C; rliinji bcr-^-.-hc I you and warnc alfo, 
Th.'.t yc ne })rikkc with no turnienting 
'ri..> I'.iulre muidtn as ye ban do mo, R9T5 

\ . :'..ii ?. j: V l'.:i} do mi} For r.v. 'Mils U one of the ir.. .1 
li.-. 'i*.i'".i*oi>rrijnti(,n5of"'n-tliOKraphy tJ-ai Irctnetrhcr to h.!»e 
«';-itr\\.t'. !ii C'ii':cci. All tlut t\i!i Ijc i..:d i". cx'cuic i.; ivm is* 
t:i.'. •il:'.*(.lJ j\»Lv'm;"<.tl-.«.r rr,ui:ti-c".Ji.ivcn{»l bvcn n'.rrcU'U- 
] i\ I'" <j-i.«urii,h.t^H I«M''^c*ia}''^CT !_/.. M /'-^.f iv.. .?/•. iv-jiij^ 

< i« '''.■; in i:iMt> tHken by tiic lt:iliAii p«»ct««. aiu'. cT-u i '.^My I)u:'te, 
(ti.- ivo.t i.<(.:.r:.ius>, .Is !k- lays, it" tV.ur.i . '1 u r t?\ Lkc t:' 
tliMr.c. .\f I- :ij' a cli.'pti! ii!'i,iU c'.iiMn Ih t.'.'.v.J v. "tJi t.'ic .n^- 
j;iil.iri:ifs \vh". Ii lln'«'ld Kicnch jh ct< co:r»:nuif(l lorihcunK 
I'Ml'.r. I: ll «u!'.l fccin tli.tt whi'tf urtlu>t;rapliy v..ls li- v.i' ab'e 
;»a '•: w.-siu all ihclMii}; European l.iiiju.ii-.i'.'* :•« :' 10 tl-.c ■.. \ ;:!• 
ticn (f print ir.p, the pci'ts th(Uij,lit it ;r' i"*i.''''- ..J-.-.:, i' ;.. tii 

< u rtii I- I ■I'pr'v.ty t.i fpciiinji to cxachitl* ui ii\"i!i'j^: rS iK 
■ '.".v'tT liicr.'v c there wdv hut Ilvv ji;ili;e», 'Jic l.Utcr vv.i.- cb^*- 
. > '/^ tlx c) c of every rcAdcr, 



TKI CltRKES TALt. T39 

IT (he u foftred in hire noriihiDfr 

[arc tendreljr, aad to my fuppoii.ng 
He mighre not adverfitec endure 
As coude a poure foftred creature. 

And whaa this Walter faw hire patience, 89 ^c* 
Hire gladcchov, and no malice at all, 
And he fo often hadde hire don offence. 
And ihe ay fade and conftant as a wall, 
Continuing ever hire innocence over all. 
This ilurdy markis gan his herte drelTe Z 925 

To rcwc upon hire wifly ftcdcfaftncffe. 

This is ynough, Grifilde min, quod he. 
Be now no more agaft ne evil apaid, 
I have thy faith and thy benign itee,, 
As wtl as ever woman was, aflaid oj> : * 

In jrrct eflat and pourclich arraid : 
IQow know I, dcre wif, thy ftcdcfaftncfTc; 
And hire in armcs toke, and gan to kcfi'c. 

And Ihe for wonder toke of it no kepc ; 
She hcrde not what thing he to hire faid ; 2 9.;/ 

She ferde as (he had (lert out of a flepe. 
Til (he out of hire niafcdneffe abraid. 
Grifilde, quod he, by God that for us dcid 
Thou art my wif; non other I ne have 
Se never had, as God my foule fave. ?; i ' . 

This is thy doughter which thou hall fuppol^tl 
To he ir.y y-'d: that other faithftilly 
Shal be niin heir, as I have ay difpolcA*, 




14% TUE CLKKKEf TALK. 

Tii on the welkin ihone the ftcrret bright; 
For more iblempne in every xnannes fight 
ThU telle was, and greter of cufUge, 
Th.iu was the revel of hire mariage. 

Fui many a yere in high jirolperitee 
I.ivon thife two in concord and in reft, 
Aiivliichely his doughter maried he 
Unco a lord, on ol the worthiell 
Oi ^\\ Itaille, and than in pees and reft 
Mis wives fader in hi< court he kepeth 
Til that the loule out of his body crepeth. 

HU lone luccedeth in his heritage, 
In reft and pec j, after his fadres day. 
And forciinit was ikc in mariuge, 
Al pur h. ij! his wif in grct alTay : 
'I'his worLl 1^ ijot lo ibrong, it is no nay, 
A^ II iMth hen in olde times yore, 
Ar.t' iioiMictli v\hat this audour faith thcrfu 
This lluiy is i.iid, not for that wives fhuld 
FoKvc Grlfilde ah in huniilitce, 
For it were importable tho they wold, 
But ior that every wight in his degree 
Shulde be conllant in advcrfitce 
As* was Grifilde, therfore Petrark writeth 
Tliis lloric, which with hi;;h (lilc he enditctl 

For fith a woman was To patient 
Unto a mortal man, wel more wo ought 
Receivcn all in grce that God us fcnt. 



THE CLERKES TALE. I43 

t ikill It he prcTe that he wrooght; 

oe temptcth no man that he bought, 

1 Seint Jame, if ye his piftell rede; 9<^30 

veth folk al day, it is no drede ; 

fuffreth us, sa for our eierclfe, 

nrpe fcourges of adveriitee 

;n CO be bete in fondry wife, 

to know our will, for certes he 9^35 

were borne knew all our freeletce, 
r our bcft is all his governance ; 
ihan live in vertuous fuffrance. 
3 word, Lordings, herkneth or I go : 

ful hard to finden now adayes 9C4^ 

toun Orifildes three or two ; 

liat they were put to fwichc aifaycs 

Id of hem hath now fu bad ahycs 

ras, that though the coine be faire at eye 

c rather brad atwo than plic. 9045 

vhich here, for the Wives love of Bathe, 

if and al hire fc(5lc Ood maintene 

maillric, and elles were it feat he, 
.^ith lufly hcrte fresflie and grene 
1 a fong to gladen you I wcne, 9^5^ 

t OS flint of crncHful materc. 
:th my fon<r, that faith in this mancrc : 
Ide h dcd, and eke hire patience, 
ith at o::cs buried in Ituillc, 
ich I eric in open aticiicucc, <J^>5»^ 




Ti! thtt Ike bdc iMt •< tit h ~ 




Ac<'. betkoaliwtut tbit udoariiith therfon, 

Fnlve GriliUc w is hamilitw, 

Fit it wrrr imprmihlr thff ttrj toM, 911 

But (or that cvoy wigki io Ui degree 

Shiilde be con&ut » idvetfitcc 

Ai wai GnliUe, thcHbrc Pcnvk WTitelli 

Thii ftorie, iriikli with bi^ Ilile be caditelfa. 

For liUi a wonuu ww lb palieu ' - 90 

Unto a DUHUl maOi wd more we ought 
AtrcfVen all in gree thu God 11 Icat . 



THK CLEtKtS TALI. I43 

For grret (kill it he preve that he wroaj^ht; 

But he nc temptcth no man that he bought, 

As faith Scint Jame, if ye his piftell rede; 9^3^ 

lie preveth folk al day, ic is no drede ; 

And fuffreth us, as for our exercife, 
^rifh fharpe fcourgcs of adverfitee 
Tul often to he bete in fondry wife. 
Not fi>r to know our will, for certes he 9^'>5 

Or we were home knew all our freclctce, 
And for our beft is all his governance ; 
Let us than live in vertuous fufTrance. 

But o word, Lordings, herkneth or I go : 
It were ful hard to finden now adayes 9C4:^ 

In all a toun Orifildes throe or two ; 
J'or if that they were put to fwiche aflayes 
The gold of hem hath now fo bad ahycs 
With bras, that though the coine be faire at eye 
It woldc rather brail atwo than pile. 9^45 

For which here, for the Wives love of Bathe, 
Whos lif and al hire fcdlc God maintenc 
In high maiilric, and elles were it fcathe, 
I vjc\ with lufiy hcrte fresflie and grcnc 
Say you a fong to gladen you I wcne, 9^5^ 

And let ns (lint of crneftful matcrc. 
Herkneth my fonjj, that faith in thi.s mancrc : 

Grifilde is dcd, and eke hire patience, 
Ar.d both at o::es buried in Itaillc, 
Vor which I eric in opcii audience, ^^ ^^ 








Griiildee, lui iu [tnufi VQwl^ilk 

L« nod hnmilitf^jamtpnimil 

Ne let na clerk bants 

To wriit otyow » ftENCffClb 

An of GHSIdis pitieotandkiode,..- 

Ldl Chichcsidic yi-u lAaKvi: iu hire cnu»Jlli. j" J 

FolwcA Etto. fiiW , lw4 i 1rf<t-m^ t n iC| » ., i:<. irJOll, 
Bill CTCT ■Bfwerwb m At ffl p mrai ll Ki u,i,..,t:' , 
Beth not hffWTwl tot- yimr ioaotBua^ -.'.-' 
l]utIh>rptr'til^M||jp||4eK«!rpiqMnct: 
£mi>niiuthntllhi4ldloiiiByowtnJn4*<: .1 !.k t! i 
For comitn profit, Utiit.naj wtiU*. .. , ■ '. fBft 

yc>rdic«i«ca!SM<h|thkrn<trfp(A : ,t! 

SinyeliellroiigMi*>pirt,nniiill§, ..:: , ■. ,J 

Ncigf(rcihDM^)itiiMfi4p^qqa^(a«e.:," .,i ' ^ >; 

«>. !wa»JtfeWtiwittt3-nikeKcllciitiM^ My ^ H >fil 

U|i'>n ff.B'uithorlty nfche beft nH. Inhid ofihs cianaoBM 
C£'.' I'f/JM. Tlwlllnllon b tothc Aih|«}nf m'Nd tMlUtMB 
■ ■■ :ojb. Itlaikkltf 



IM(lttnd*.(iiilthFAttk«l'tiHiF>ttWitini 
nfihc plcec enniliu !n K)infD|tli|tl]r«iiiK *• 

Bciwc'i CWiloeue of LfilEitrt ' 




And fcleadre wives, feble as in bataille, 

Beth egte as is a tigre yond in Inde ; 9075 

Ay clappcth as a n<iil 1 you coanfailk. 

Ne drede hem not, doth hem no reverence. 
For chough thin huibond armed be in nuulle 
The arwes of thy crabbed eloquence 
Shal perce his brell and eke his aventaille : 9080 
In jaloufie I rede eke thou him binde, 
And thou {halt make him couche as doth a qaaille. 

If thou be {aire, ther folk ben in prefcnce 

Shew thou thy vifage and thin aparaille; 

If t hi>u be foule be free of thy difpence ; 9085 

To f^ thee frendes ay do thy travaiiic : 

Be ay of chcre as lighc as lefe on linde. 

And let him care, and wepe, and wrinfi^e, and waille. 

•^. 90S0. oveHtaille} Tlic fiMrcpait of the annoiir. Si. He »le« 
dure* it friMfi avant. BufventafUrevrjit diGComrtion name tor 
that Kfxn-ture In a dofe helmet throu;;h which the wearer was 
to l>n:athe, [Virof. in v.] fo tliat perhaps oivnuifi^ inennt ori- 
ginally * n heknet with fuch an aperture ; km hcjitvt.' j TV/'r.-r.'/.V, 
"^. jjoHK. ami Prinze t ^ind 'ZL'aiBc'} Bcfide tl'.c mlf. C. i. ."fjl: 
I, a, and cithers, we liave the authority of both C.ivton'bCdi.t. 
(brcnncludlnjtl'lKClcrkes'l'ali; intMsTT.iTincr. I lay notlv.r.^* 
ofctx' two cditt. by Pynfon, as they arc mere copies of i\i\- 
tttn'i fecond : btit I fni:ft not conceal a cfrcuniilancL \vlii(.h 
fecms to ci>ntr.-ulic1 tlie fuppoi fon th.-.t 'Ric Marclunt*^ l'ro« 
Ir^'ue ft-)ilowcd in:mcJl3tJy. In thofefameinfr. tlic fullov.i;.;^ 
flaj'.zA i« interpofed ; 

TbU wiirihy Cterfe, whan ended vm hit Tale, 

Ot.re llultc faidc ud rwore by ciickc* bones, 

Mc were leier tuau a unrrcl of nit 

lUy «i If ut t)ii::ic h2«l l.crJ ibU IcgcoJ ones : 

T.'ti'. it * F.'^nvM TAe Tur Ihc ticncs. 

At !•• my piirp«Mi, «iltc >< my wiUe; 

l-.-ii !.iii:t ".:.l viol act b; '.',: '.'. b; J'.iUc. 
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146 THE MAILCBAKTEI mOLOGDI. 

THE MARCHANTES PROLOG! 

"W cpi N G and wailing, care, and other forwe, 

I have ynough on even and on morwe. 

Quod the iVIarchant, and I'o have other mo 

I'hac wedded ben ; I trowc that it b« fo, 

For wtl 1 wot it fareth fo by me. 

1 have a wif the werfle that may be, 

lor though the fend to hire ycouplcd were 

She wuldc him overniatche I dare wel fwere. 

What (hulde I you reherfe in fpccial 

Hire hi^h malice ? fhe is a fhrcw at al. 

vriuitcvcr may be thouslit of Uic genuinencft of th< 
tlicy can ac bell, ia my opinion, be confidcicd as a fr 
of an uniiniihcd prologue which Chaucer mijjht once I 
tended to place at the endof Tlic CIcrkcs Talc. Whei 
tcrmincd to conuedt that Talc with 'llie Marcliant's 
thcr manner, Jie may be fuppofcd, r.otwl'Jiilandinj;, ' 
kfl th'.it flanza for the prcfcnt uncancelled in hin mf. 
made ui'c of thethouglit,andfumeof the lireAjn the F 
which conneds The MonkesTalc with Melibec, vcr. l 
1 3s;oo— 'Hie two additional ftanzao, which were ftrfl 
in ed. V) r. from mf. F. ZH. i, in Un-ys iiltj and whi 
to mtroduce The Frankclein'd Tale next to The Cler 
evidently, I think, fpurious. They are nut found, a» 
lecl, in any mf. except tlut cited by Mr. I'lry, and n 



TBI MA&CBAMTE9 TALE. 147 

Ther 15 a Iod^ and a large difference 
Betwix GriGldeA gjete patience 91c o 

And of my wife the pafling croeltee. 
Were T unbcanden, all fo mote I the, 
I wolde never eft comen in the fnare. 
We wedded men lire in for we and care : 
AlTiy it who fo wol, and he ihal ficde 9105 

That I fay foth, by Seint Thomas of Inde, 
As for the more part, I fay not alle; 
God (hilde that it fhuide fo befalle. 

A, good Sire Hofte, I have y wedded be 
Thife monethrs two, and more not parde ; 9 1 10 
And yet 1 trowe that he that all hislif 
WiAcs hath ben, though that men woldc him rife 
Into the herre. ne cotidc in no manere 
T( l!cn fo much for we as I you here 
Coud teiicn of my wives curfedneife. 9^^ 5 

Now, qutid our Hofte, Marchant, fo God you blclTc, 
Sin ye fo moclicl knowen of that art 
Ful hcrtcly f pray you tell us part. 

Gladly, quod he, but of min owen fore. 
For fory h*jrte i tcllen may no more. 9iao 

THF. MARCHANTES TALE. 

Win 1.0 M thcr was dwelling in Lumbardie 
A worthy knight, that born was at Pavie, 

7l:e ,V7»--' .nr.'f T'-'/r] Old Januar>- rrarrleth younpMay, and 
for hilt ui'V.j'.:al mAtoh rcccivuth a foul rcv^'ard. I'rry. 

N ij 



In which he 1illliirtf<JirtfpNhaiot ;: » r r<' f 
Aiidiiityyereawifli»wh»ynwifijb!ii:;:i :ii iv-I 

As don thife ibclat thu! bit * jw ii i hm • : i^^n -.1. -. ' 
And whan thMhd-fi»»paflcdfisl};^cn^l. -.i r-.- -) 
Were k for holittdfe'ortsrdocigk 
I cannot la^hvliwioheft grek^aofi^ - ' - ■'; ' |i|9 

HaddethuknighrtohMa.Wte^bMBHa,.''^.*^ - • 

Thatdayaadnighfc^hiBdothaUAathntMi'. . 

To efpieti vhta tfatl hevight wtdded be» . 

Praying omr Jb«rd to gwwtc*. hitwthat- he 

MighteonesldKnrtaofthttUia&llif 9131 

TludI ta histwiz Ml hfdDbond aii4 hit wif; 

And for to live vndfir that holy bond 

Wich which God^rfte man aiid woman bond* 

Kon other lif ((aid hsYn worth a bene ; 

For Wediphitfoefy and lb dlcne ^lil 

That in this worid-Jl ii apandife. * 

Thus faith this oldckoighfc that wa^iowifi:* . . 

And ce^tmslly, a^fodi at Ood is king^ 
To take a -wif itis a giorioui thing. 
And namely whan a man is old and hore, 9141 

Than U a* wif knir fruit of his treibre ; 
Than thM^A tfkt a yong Wtf and a faire, I 

On which He lotght engomlrco. him an heire, 
A nd lede his lif in joye and in folas, 
W/ieraathiTebachcVec^^^exk^'^V 9150 



That w***f!Sr**»a*»' •°^!!!^ . 

They ^*^^ .a»ir»» •'*r . 
tettcrtee*»r^,«W.*fc*- 9160 



A.f.awfp««>laliiliftillHi|iill%ltjllin.i: , 
A trcwefcrtwtJith —»*!!■*■ W rf/.riv - 
Thf good to kqN lhi> ih<> llh iilij ^ -t^ 
For IktwUMMnhMfWt^ MMfliiiLr. . . . v. 1 
AaJifttoHh— l»fifce.lbO n **»fcWB-il-^ I..-:' 

Wol kepe thee bfi An lfan«lluB«ailrth^'ii I 

Wrimh thii nun, iher Ood >i> hfw \mO^ ■ 
Butt*k«iMluiieiafalfwkbe«MUtK{. .. 
ri fii iliTliiiniiiill. mill tinli iiirih an 

"benefldboUl^qiumnik. tjVM oMilmfUtt InjW* 






' d ^J Afta tUtnA, Id Ae ca 






E. ami bolhClXDD^ ediR. Aq 
Mine Ihcy fhanld be. IfMf 
le ulloval » be from ttK M 
ic opening of ji ■■* 



of Cliiucer, It can onlf be conlHlered u t 

srpMBerlCtwMehtbt Aallvn fat Same re- 

diiii'lf ahuidDned, indroiifoiuantr irouU hive cuoccMII 
he lad I1m4 to TtiXitk bteWo^ 



UieSAWTIt XAftB. 151 

Goddcsyeftcvenily; 91I5 

■nor vcftci Juradyy < 

rtitfcti ptflnK, Of cotnipMB> 

■aH ben yeftet of Forttme, 

I as a ihadow OB the will : 

hioa DOC if phinly^fpcbe I lliai; 9Z90 

faift aadlD thin hout endure 

' than thee lift panventare. 

: is a fai gret facrameot ; 

iiat hath no wif I hold him ihcat; 

lelplci and all defolat : 9 195 

folk in iSecDler efiat) 

eth why, 1 fay not thin lor nonght, 

an it for nurnnos hclpe ywrought : 

God, whan he had Adam mahed, 

im al alone belly naked, 9200 

grete goodnefle faide than, 

r make an helpe unto this man 

niJeif , and than he made him Eve. 

ly ye fee, and hereby may ye preve, 

' ii mannes helpe and his comforty g^^S 

9 tcrreftre, and hisdifport : 

and fo vertuous is ihe, 

en nedes live in unitee : 

Y ben, and o flcfli, as I geife, 

m hcrte in wele and in diflrefle. 9XZa 

a! Seinte Marie, benediciie! 

It a man have any adverlite 



I 



T1 1 iiin III II irii III li ^iiiiiiM 

Her Dwy DO lB(q[E telle or hertc tfaa 
Ifhc beponnlhe helprthhimtofitii) 
She kepeth hit |roo>'> ■»'! "xiimi aen 
All thU hire hafbond doth hire likrth 
Sheath nocencH Nay whan hciiiih' 
Do thit, ball be; AJ cedj. birc, fuck 

O bliifutoidtc. □ wrdlok prccioiul 
Tbou anlbilieTy uil ck; fa lertaaua 
And fa com mcniled lEd =p proved eke 
Thit cTery man that hnll him viordi : 
UpOQ hiibue knecacD^ht alt hiplif 
Thaaken hi> God tiiit him baih feet i 
OrclleipnytoGodhiiDforiDfcnd 
Awiftolaauntobiillveiead: 
For than hli l[f iif^t in GkernefTe, 
He may not be deceived, u t ^eSe, 
So (hai he wcrehe after hja wives rede 
Than may he boldly bercn up hie hcdi 
They ben fo trewe, and iherwithalfo ■ 
For which, if thou will w. tcben ai thi 
Do alway fn as icomen wol ihec rede. 

Lo how that JaLDb, as thife dcikei 
By good confeil of his ciniher Rclirlik 
BoDude the kiddei Ikio about hi>i oekk 







bnflioiHl NfM, wliMi ttaitf 

irMfi^ Aii41oke,i|cfi«r«ifb ^45 

iileil-Mivcnd out oC wo 

sf God,.49d amk liim Jitododuse 

eohMaf^ lor to be. 

■no ttaf ill five iaperbtif 

eiid^)«boveinlnmVk«i£ 935* 

irtvei loogpBa «B GaOKB bit t 

Eniiiaii4 vid tbon fli«lt fiificn it, 

f wol ob«y of corte0e. 

lie (ike mna bewaUe and wepe 91^5 

r i« no wif the hoQs to kiqie. 

X, if wifely thou wilt wercbe, 

hy wif M Criit loveth hit cbercbe : 

sd thyfelf love thov thy wif^ 

teth hit fleib, but in his lif 9160 

\4s/aitb Sfnek)2 In nvs* <^- > S " Stent nHiil eft 
Dign4 conjuge, ita niha eft cni4eUui Uifetta mu-« 

s Caton bfQ i. e. Mddeth. See the o. ea ver. 187. 
;rrad to it quoted in nurg* C. i; 
liBgiMa, fi fnigi eft, ferre memento. 

/ tbou t^vejt tbxfi!/2 The aUufioiiUtn KtM* "'» 
fvrifi j^/f uff/e fovetb bimfilf. T\kc toK.t«A— \^ 
iyieif tbgtt hv^ thy wif-— wYuOxi ^VEdE,\^<:^- 



fcodloT*"'" A'rf=*°; ^,^bhemW*' 

"■'■'.tit"''' l"""'* 




THE UA&CKANTES TALE. I55 

Ye ihulitrn rather fwiche a thing cfpien 

Than 1, and wher me bcftc were to allien. 

But o thing warn 1 you, my frondes dere, 

1 wol non old wif h^ in no manere ; 9290 

She fhal not pciiTea twenty yerc certain : 

Old fiih and yonge flcih wold i have fain. 

Bet is (quod he) a pike than a pikcrcl, 

And bet than old beef is the tcndre vccl. 

F wol no woman thirty yere nf ,igc ; 9^95 

It is but bcneftraw and grct forage. 

And c'ke thilc olde widewes (God it wote ) 

They cnnncn fo moch craft on Waues bi)te. 

So mochel broken harm whan that hem led, 

That with hem fhuld I never live in refl. 93^0 

For fondry fcoles makcn fubtil clcrkes ; 

Woman of many fcoles half a clerk is. 

But certainly a yong thing men nn-ty gie, 

Right as men may warm wax with haudcs plie ; 

■^. QZ'jS. if'aiies iHfts} I'jwn this Mr. Spcght venurkH .is fol- 
lowi ; *' Conccriiing T'Je avA li::, ('jt,\ c.ilictl Gmrr'tlot, as 
•* 3iU\t h\o Itr^u.i^c cypl(».is in the fiiiiv;, bt ^.JMf.. il'.e maiicT is 

•• long and fiiDuious I iwiflTe Jtovcr." 'rjhnn:K.- n.n ir.-n 

r.*;!:i.f!Ucr? Mr. Spe^jht pri.:>.-;bl\ did iwX l-rci-'i: ilwt I'l.JlLr.ty 
VAi-.iU! be as Hiiikli wi.'.'.^cvl to liiw: for a 5.u-i* v* •!•!* f-ttMiiciis 
XY. it'.cr Lonccrnlng .Tr./.* ;ind liis Ir.ti' a*, \- r i!:c ^r..VL-<t (M I:'s 
an:i{.".Ati«>ns. The \\o\y uiif^jAc io iQenuimcd a^aia by our Au- 
thor in h\ Tr'iuus, iii. 015 ; 

n-. .'. r.j;f, ftic I'lriyrie, he t« Ide a /«:/.• of H'.i If. 
It iR there I at proverbiallv t«.r an) r(*inaiilick hlftory ; hut the 
a"ur. -ti ill the jiiiricnt pa!r.;uo lo :r\i,u} i'rrc c-i". hat illy l-i; ».x- 
pli^r.'jd wi'J.fiiii a;(U.ri-i»iH.icularki)')\vk'dj;cci luaaJvciiluK «■ 
th..r. w^- .vrc ;io;v iiLciy cvjr to atuiii. 




Ij& THE MDItflAHl 

Whettee I f»y you pbinly ii 
I wol M iMwi(kMn||^lM^« 

Far!ffc«>f»lM*f 
Tbtt 1 in Un M cwiKftirWhafUtt^-' > 
Th«mfaMH<*IMTMte:lWMIIt''''"'l ^"""^ "^ 

Ne duldm ftald TIM* «^ UN IMii'*","; '' '>'' 

TbwilMtMiphHtoveiMHbft' ':■'-'-««''■' ^ 

MeDJhaUai»«Me; tmliWtlKMHMWMl 

Ther fpActli (Buy ■ flitii af taurilge ' 

Tlut mt »• DON el it thM «ot tny pige 

For whidi caoln > DSD &bM tike klrlL 

ir he DC nay Mt !)««>■ cfaafthblif, yjM 

1 'akc him m wlf with gret dcndoa, 

BecufcAfMbltnoeuiat 

OF chilAvB, w the bononr of Ood kbon. 

And Dot only for pminoUr or love. 

And for tbey fluldm lecberia dctiaa, f 315 

And yeU hk date ithui tbit it m doe. 

Or for tbu cdie of Item QioldbelpcD other 

Id mdUM£i,MilaAarfliiltlte brother, 

And live to chifiitce fu) holily. 

But, Sire^ (by your le*e) th»t un not I, fjjt 
For, G«4 be thinkcd, 1 dare rnihe avannt 
I feic mjf limmeii lUi^ ind taKi&nt 



'■K MAKCBANTEI TALt. Ij7 

It a fUM belanj^h to : 

sn beft what 1 may do. 

boor I fare as doth a tne 9355 

h cr the fruit ywozen be ; 

re n*i8 neither drie ne detl : 

vher hoor but on my hcd : 

id all my Itmmeft ben as grene 

irgh the yere is for to fene. 934^^ 

ye han herd all min entent 

t my will ye wolde aflent. 

CO diTerfelyhim told 

nany enfample^ old ; 

it, fom praifed it certain : 93 45 

;, fhortiy for to fain, 

alleth altercation 

:nde8 in difputifon) 

rif betwiz his brethren two, 

at on was clcped Placebo, 9350 

ily called was that other. 

lydjO January ! brother, 

e han ye, my lord fo dere, 

ike of any that is here, 

ben fo ful of fapirnce 9355 

; likcth for your high prndencc 

'•■ut'ifon^^'] Difputation ; To ver. 1 1202,15244. See 
I'tiMit. ftd. ly.b. ; 

• iS'.b. 

r/. o 




TowrivcE froUx word of SalomoDriA '' ' '' 
ThiiWDhlriytlht uiituiueverichiui, v..,.,i ■"'• 
^VeriioUe [hin^ by eonTcil, thuiiirdb< 1 "''' 
And daa nc fbih ihou DoitcpeatcBtlitK-'''^'" fjl* 

I'lirThrrnttiitiiC "il ii finii i fiiiihU.BM^ " ' 

Miaowen dcrebrolbcruKlnijrionl^''' -^ .rf *■> 
Ko wiOyOodmyftialebrisgcaTtea, <<i'- ■.■'im i 
I fialilyoDrownici»raUulbe~li«A.i n\ llnv''^ -' 
For, brDtheioin, take nf OMthfanqd^ x>y)(f 
IkavcnowbcaAwurt-suadlktyKi^ i^-. f-*i- ' 
AadGodit wui, (bough I nmrarffiy be^' - 1 
1 baTeDoaden in fulgcctdegrcB ■; ■;■ 

AbouuD lordei of ful higl) dUt, 
Yi;t hid tncvcrniih Dan of hem debit 1 fSP 

I nererhemconcretiedlrcwcly. 'i '- .i ' 

1 wot welthat my lord can mocethui I j 
Vhax that he Tiitb I bolde it finne and fiiblvi 
1 fiy Ihe&me.orellcithiRgfembbible. ■■ 
A ful grct foal a any conbiUoni, 9]}j 

TiiU rcTTcUt iny Utrd gf high honoat, 
I'hat dare pri:fi]ni«,OT nn» thinken it, 
Tlvit hia conreil fliuld palTe bi> birdei nit : 
N; y, lordsi be no foolei by my fay. 
Ye han yourfclwn Dicwed hwe to-day ^jlt 

r>i> high fditentc, fo hulily, and lyel, 
I'S-.Ai I conTcnt, and conlitnie every del 
\<jrti wordetall, anil your opinio ua. 
Ej* GoJ tlicr n'iino nun in aiVxtvis wuq,, 






iBttCondlbctliaiiy&Tds 93^5 

;U|hdrtliiicbiireilwdiqpptid; - 

prif St it IB high congp 

lan thu ftopeo u in agd 

I young wif : by my fader kin 

te hai^eth on a joly pin. 9396 

lovr in thu nutere right at yoo left) 

ylhdditfbrthebeft; 

11, that ay ftiile fiit and hcrd^ 

thii wife he to Placebo anfwerd t 

other min, be patieBt I pray, 9395 

A laid, and herimcth what I iay»' 

k among ilia other wordcs wife, 

t a man ought him right wel avife 

n he .yeveth his lond or his catel : 

I ought a?iien me right wel ■ 94CO 

a X yevc my good away fro me, 

e I ought ayiien me, parde, 

n I yeve ray body ; for alway 

j^ou wel it is no childcs play 

& wif without avifemeDt« 94^5 

flcnqaeren (thi.< is min afifent) 

(he be wife and fobi'e or dronkelewe, 

I, or elies other waies a fhrew, 

br, or a waftonr of thy good, 

or poare, or elies a man is wood : 9416 

f. a cbiJf/ier] So mf. A. ' Sec the note on ver. 2019; 
>. a man it wootQ In mf. jL mavniJbcJitd i Vs^ C. \ v 
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lAtCttAVTBS TAtt. tCt 

Moot evil appaid. 
iDuai^% and haft thou faidc ? 944O 
id ftraw for thy pforerbes ; 
n'fulof h^rbe^ 
kt mca than thou, 
tficnted here right now 
cebo, what faye ye f 9445 

I man, quod he, 
loine fikerly. 
1 they rifen fodenl^, 
lly chat he fholde 
m lift and whcr he woMe. 9450 
I curious bcfinelTe 
in the foale cniprefTe 
is mariage : 

nd many a faire vifage 
I his herte night by night. 94 5 5 
irrour poliflicd bright, 
inc market place, 
:any a figure pace 
. in the fame wife 
h his thou^rht devife 9460 

hat dwclten him befide ; 
that he might abide ; 
beantce in hire face, 
rhc pi'pl'j.-i grace, 
id hire bcuignitce, 9^^Kl 

iC gretefl vois hatU ^v\c\ 
O \\\ 




Andkt«natherfaMKM>fcnwiin<m:.:i...- 9tn 
Aod chew hirftrf fchW 1 w ftlrilMnt.T : '. 



Ana whw tlaihtwMhitototjthM^fr l ' ^r 
He puRnied in hylMwi^iBMtlhii^ ■ 
Hlrt freflte htauut mihUK^tt f ii»iws -i • ■■ Mtf 
Hire mi J J r j jiw^JawwBiwfc Hg * — > fc lt gfc ^ 
HirewiregoTC(Hhce,liiwgcMaiclei' ' ' 
Hire woon^ Ikn'af , asd ItirtiiidBdfc. ' 

And whtD ihiC be on Un «ii«MidlJiBMdad 
Him though* fci««lioii it Wight not bfdwMwlnli 
Forwhintbilhehimfclfcuitkidcdhadi. • 94I1 
Him ihoDghttcbe Mher «Mo« wti lii bid 
Thit iifiptillibleie weretD Tcplit 
Af;ain hii ckoiil thiiwuMifoiUfie. 

HUfrcDilea fcM hctivat hitinfiance, 9i|lj 

And ptaied hem to don liim thit pleTutce 
That haCtilf thej wotden to him cone ; 
He woide abregge hii bbcar bH ind Ibtoe I 
Kcded QQ more to hem to go ne ride. 
He wu appntMcd iba be wnhte abide. 949* 

I'bceho canie> and eke his (rendeifonF, 
And alderfirft he hide hen ill abonc, 
'I hilt non of hem non ar([uaiente« make 
^gain the pwpo *a^ ^'=^* 1^*^'> 



TKftlfAfte»ftllTBtTALS« I63 

"WUch pnrpot watpkteit to GM (ftidbs) 9495 
And venjr gswiad of JbU profpcritee. 
, iIelSudthMWMii<Midniii.thctoaB 
WlucHtkiMCWanMelMcMegicfaNMrta,' 
Alwcrpkiiib t < r t»a J o f final dqgwii 
SuflkethhiinhirefanilLiiidlurtbeMieer 9509 
Which mild OiftfcM)fha iMikl hatkte Jut inf^ 

ToUeiDcleaiidJboliMichuiliftt 
And tfauiked Q^ dttt lie might hai^-hiie •]!» 
Hut 00 wight with Jm Uifle pmctt ifaatt; 
AiidpniedhemtobboiiriDthiia«de^ ■ 9305 
AndinpeniiliithefiiffleiMttoipttdei .. 

For duB, b« ftydi hi»4|tfit VM at ofet 
Thaaii(^Mdhe)'iMithiogma7tMedifpidc^ • 
fiave o thing prickotkiii jb^ ooaieiaKC^ 
The which fwolxtbcHe in yosrprefeace. 95x0 

1 have (quod he) herd faid iiA fon ago 
TH^ may no man hoQ pariteUiflCM two. 
This is to fay, in erthe and eke in heven ; . 
For though he kcpe hnn £rb the finoet Csvco, 
And eke from eiery hranch of thilke tree, 95 15 
Yet it ther fo parfic Idiciteey 
And ib gret tfe and hift, in marine. 
That ever 1 am i^[aft, now in min age, 
lliat I ihal leden nowib mery a Uf, 
So del icat, wichcMtten wo^or ilrif , 95 20 

That I (hal han min heven in erthe here ; 
poor (tn that veray heven is bought fo dere. 
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That foo flnUf^ oiEyHirialnaioB,. 
fio(iktt7eiife,MikUli(iiadrcibiH .■ 

Aad that y«fTifi>iir*iitf nnmn4^* 

Aad t]u^9iihffa^«k«^&oa>MMr.flaotii ^ ^555 

MfTaleitdoOtfottyvilliilvitibiiiniL^i:- ■ 

9«9diiiocafMU^irad(aiif brathcvdcmr v.-.j., 

Brt ktw widen— iqftfci>miMdb».:. - 

The WSf qf Bnii ^ gya im wnWn w i t^ » > •• 

Of iiiari^pe» which.y#«Mr.has 10 faoody. 95 60 

PedmAJMtkMmitDJiieLIpKe. . 

SwUli now ipeii jQed WwiTM » his grm ! 

Aad wth this wedkhis |afliM aadhit hrotfaer 
Han tifce hyJewytwd ">« of Iw-oCodwr* 
And whan tbeyAa^ thai Icmyftaedeii^e^ 9565 
Thej wroflghten Uiy ftSghte'and.wifr tfcitce 
TNt Ibe thwnniden, which that Mainahight; 
As haftiljaa aver that Ihe nu^it^, ' ../•.:! - 
Shal wedded br BBfe thb JannaiT; 
I trowitwerata)oo^9»ot»tarj'. 9570 

If \ yon told of efoy icript and hand 
Bjr which that fliewaafcoffedinhjakMH^ . 
Or Cdt to fckhen of hire nch array. 
Bur* finally^ yeomen itl;he day 
That to the chlrcbe hothe ben they went ■ ,. 95 75 
Per to receive the holy facfawBcnt, 
Forth Cometh the preeft, with ftole about his nekkc. 
And bade hire be like Sara and Rebekke 
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TBE MARCDANTES TALC. l6f 

And wich hire fircbrond in hire hond aboute 

Daoceth before the bride and all the route. 

And certainly I dare right wel fay this, 

Ymencuft, that ^od of Wedding is. 

Saw never his lif fo mery a wedded man. 9605 

Hold thou thy pees, thou poet Miircian, 
That writeft us that iike wedding mery 
Of hire Pliiloiogie and him Mercurie, 
And of the fonges that the Mufes fonge ; 
To fmal is both thy pen and eke thy tonge 96 lo 
For to defcriven of this mariage. 
Whin tendre Youth hath wedded ftoaping Age 
Ther is fwiche mitth that it may not be writcn : 
Affdieth it yoorfelf, than may ye witen 
If that I lie or non in this matere. 96 jg 

Maiu4, that fit with fo benigne a chere, 
Hire to behold it femed Faerie. 
Qucne Hefter loked never with fwiche an eye 
On A/Tuere, fo meke a look hath flic. 
I may you not d^vife n\\ hire beautee; 9620 

But this moch of hire beautee tcU I may, 
That (he wai, like the brighte morwc of May, 
l-ulf:!!cd of all beautee and plefance. 

This January' is ravifhcd in a trance 
At every tim;: he lokcth in hire face ; 9^-5 

But in his h( rtc he [ran hire to maiiaco 
That lie tliiii i,ight in arincs wold hire Ilrcinr 
liardcr than ever Paris did llclcuic. 
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Ail i/Lt a f'juicr that highce DairL*::. 

Hcwii) foravifht cs h:» I^t >:*▼. 

'J Kar for tic vcn»y r=Ir.t he ift±»zic v»<Ki 

A!ir.ofi ht fwc!t. ai.d fwc'jncd :hrr he fm 



TBC UAECHANTIS TALE. I69 

And to hi& bed he went hini hallily : 

No more of him as at this time fpeke f , 

but ther I let him wepe ynow and plaine ■ 9655 

Til frcfhc May wol rewen on his peine. 

O perilous fire that io the bedftraw bredeth! 
O Eamuler io that his fervice bedeth! 
O fervant traitour, falfe of holy hewe, 
Like to the nedder in bofom flic untrewe, 9^60 
God Ihelde us allc from your acquaintance I 
O January ! dronkcn in plcfance 
Of manage, fee how thy Damiao, 
Thin owen fquier and thy boren man, 
£ntendeth for to do thee vilanie ' 9665 

God grante thee thin homly fo to cfpie, 
For in this world n'is werfc pcdilcnce 
Than homly fo all day in thy prelence. 

Parfurmed hath the fonnis his arke diurne, 
No longer may the body of him fojcume 9670 

On the orifont, an in that latitude; 
Night, with his mantel that is derkc and rude, 
Can overfprcde the hcmifpcrie aboute, 
For which departed is this lufly route 

iT' 9^S^- lis jct'z lire bcAcih] PrciTercth; fo this word is ex- 
plained in another pa(ra;>c, ver 16; ^3; 

l.ii I'.nw this Ihffc oi'iJc I'is fcfvi-.i htt'f ! 

Ful fiuii It i( tiiat/u'ii>>< prcfirr.l ftrvice 

Stiii^eth, ?• mitnclfcn inu'c i*l(ic wii'e. 
Sec alu> vcr. Sz;6. 

*■ . y<»S9- /-'{■*'■■ fhily her-Ci ] I have added q/from conjcilurc 
Sire Ik-Oow, vcr. 12 355, uudci hcwc oj hulinelic. 
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ty% THE MAKCBAH TBS TALC. 

. <jji And biefTcd be the yoke that we ben innCy 

For in our adea may ther be no finne. . 

, j A man may do no fione with hit wif, 

Nc hurt himfelven with his owen knif. 

For we have leve to pUiy usby the lawe. 

I'hus labourcth he til that the day.gan dai 

I . And than he caketh a fup in fine clarre, 

i . And upright in his bed than fiteeth he, . 

' And after that he fang ful loud. and dere, 

\ ' \'H And kill his wif, and maketh wanton chere. 

He was al ccltiih, ful of ragerie. 

And ful of jergon as a flecked pie. 

The flacke ftcin about his neckc fhaketh 

While that he fang, fo chantrth he and crakel 

But Go<l \v-ot \^hat that May thought in hire 

Whan (he him faw up fitting in his fiicrte 

In his night cap, and with his necke kne : 

She prail'eth not his playing worth a bene. 

Than fayd he thus; My refte wol I take. 

Now day is come, I may no lengcr wake ; 

And dnun he layd his hed and flept til prime. 

And afterward, whan that he faw his time, 

j Up rifeth January, but frcfhc May 

Held hire in chambre til the fourthe day. 

As ufajxe is of wives for the beftc ; 

For every labour fomtime niofte han refte, 

^ P'»I4. f^'c l-'"fl hintjeh'i7f\ In The Pcrfoncs Talc ' 
a contnvv dortrinc ; '* Cod wvue a man may flee htm 
•' his oxvcn knif, anvl makcl\uuVcU<iTouV.wviv\\v%*i\ycn 
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AbridelhaUoleicninthe halle 
Til d(jei four, «rtbKc d^nu ArfM^i'. - 
.Yp>fredbai.tlMktkii«l*iaJiA^ ['...- 
The foorthcday compte bvm i ■■><— f il 
Whin ihit theUghe ttdCi *>M jdMri^,! I -. •«!< 
InhallelAtdii'JaQUJTaMU^ ..uli -.' : ] 
Aabclb u ii thebti^flammnitft M-. ... i>. 

RMUembrollmii npoa thhn^oWii: "■/■ ■• \-, 
And fiydc, fitinu Muii^ bow Bif it I* 
That Dimiuifiuendcdi am tank) 
Ii he ay like ^ or hrjw DU7 (fail betMe f 

Hii fquicrt. which thK ftcdai thcc boidt, : 
XtcaleH him bennfe of hii Gktidb, 
Which letce^ bJta to doB hit bcCocffet 
Ndu other cuife mightc D*ke him tny. ' 

Thai mc foithinkecb, qaod thii Jaamfft -. 
He it ■ ^DCil fquier by my BanhCf 
If that bt died i t were grcC harme Mid' rosAc I 
He i( an wife, difcrel, and a< ftcree. 
At aajp man 1 wote of hii degree. 
And [herco manly and eke lo^ribla. 
And for to bea ■ thrifty man right able. 
d^KorTiuniilnoCiiKa- Ttaennn diflynodan 
tnoonbelna^ 13.10. 3J.liQinollonlB4<liTi)i = i..i. 
OT nE>t qultf s i dtfjea ; To that fUppuling ]>er 10 (ex ou 

befoai tile ijth dcgrn of CenKnl. irihe ftt out ft( 
»ol4de8irtofTjUfit;«tlV*«wm«ta&*«rmift« 
prvpalf CDOUgh be (iilil.ltt taui 4i.v»,vj^ iVi4« mw 



THX'MARCHAKT£S TALI. tJS 

But after mete, as fone as ever F may, 

I wol myfelfe vifitehim, and eke May, 

To con him all the comfort that I can. 

And for that word him blcfied every man, 979"- 

1'hat of bib bountee and hi« gentillcfle 

He w<.'idc fo comforten in fikneife 

His fquier, for it was a gentil dcde. 

Dame, quod this January, take good hcde 
A t after mete yc with your women allc, 97 95 

( Wlian that ye ben in chambrc out of this hallc) 
That all ye gon to fee this Daniian ; 
X>oth him difport, he is a gentil man, 
And tcllcth him that I wol him vifite. 
Have 1 nn thing but reded mc a lite : 98CD 

Arc! fpede you fade, for I wol abide 
Til that ye flcpcn faJfLe by my fide. 
And with that word he gan unco him callc 
A fquier that was marihal of his hallc. 
And told him certain thinges that he woldc. 90C5 

This frefte May hath ftrcight hire way yholcic, 
With all hire women, unto Damian : 
Don II by his beddes fide fit file than, 
C' niforting him as goodly as file may. 

Tlii? Damian, whan that his time he fay, 981 - 
In fecrcc wile his purfe and f kc his bill, 
In Dihich that he y written had his will, 
H^th put into hire bond withoutcn more, 
Save that he fikcd wondtr dope and fcrc. 
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■ ^ ...If -h.. ji;rjntetblkiinhii 
.w^iu '.MU|thr hut only 

ii» M .-«^ a« ha woldeiifcu 
. .. « i.u: ihs' uw hire time 01 

f -» .« l^,UMu goth th» Msy*, 
^ t.«iEttrediMmiheihr^ 
. .>, ^ .* '. ■'iftv^ ffcJc ir if him left. 

>. j,v - AM>Ttheh0Bd, andhsrdl 

> . .. 1 .>«c (H»«ii^Aitof it wift, 

.\ ■ . •. .-^ > ;■' Kr ji'.i hoi; and forth flic' 

i , ] ..J'., .-.rx \^ h Ml he far hiiv feut- 
l fM Hi th L^janiui the iicxtc morw«, 

Al y.\iXvd way hU ukucnc and hU forwe. 

liv- kcmhcth him. lir fwoiocth him-and »ikah.9ffi 

1 Ic iloth all thac hi^Udy lull and likcrth ; 

And cLc c<« Jaisujiry he gtnh as lowe 

A"* cvfr Jul a d*^cpt for the howe. 

Ill . !.' 'i^IoUr.t ur.to every man, 

^ tor vr.ktc U ail. « ho i« that don it can) 

'J hat every wi^^ht i* lain to fpcke Iiini good; 

And lully in iiis la^hc^ )?race he flood. 
I'hus let I Oamiut ah'Hit hU nede, 

And in my rale forth 1 wol procede. 

Som clcrkcs holden that felicitee 989J 

Stunt in delit, ana thcrlcn rtrriiii he, 

* 9888. a done for the h^vi'} A dog uled 111 fi»ooting. ?a 
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Ai ^ to |^Aaiwrv«taf«adis«n sift i^rU 19845 
<g^.ritetlwigf lirihlBiiVi^flym^fii dfeAft): Vi 

Hadcmotf alt, CM pviUN^spMiliq iu\ . 9856 

B^fithhaii|fcd*ith»^<Wfcfcfl^riM«^:j 

ili^itakte4wicMtepi«flM^^ Y 

Off pJMjjw iM«ifcmT>wp<iiirtIb agi miri 'j\.:^- ■ . 

Tlutfiwkin hertoAt WJbMwfeai.'i-v ^rcu'i c' ^ . 

I * ft ■ 

Tbc ffciriembf awsibr ta doKWitiffe riUt^Ui ■ 9855 
CectuB (thoiiBlitfbe) >dM)Atiftftfifcthinfciiifpifefe 
lri^«jMMbgtee!I.himiifl^iiff ,m:iii[;jd*n^.-: 
Tolofehin|lteft!iCifi|Fiintetal#hiMJil'^^ '> j' : 
Tliiwigii Jia ao mtrd^uHMw^ti hii fc^fci ** '■ t 

Lo^ piteerwmedifeatiri^gwlri^|nft«y)ih -: 9S60 
HeremtjyeiiienliovrttMlkatiraoduib''; > ' 

Somtyquiot ViVMXher fieBfludjion;-: .. 
That hath an hierceMhardaiiMijribQiiy ... • 
Which wold iufiiBtte hiia ftorwhiia the pikce ^"Z^s 
Wd rather than.ha» granted hiAi Jilre grace, 
AlMlJieairejoyceaiDhircnitffridoy ' 
Andrdckennottohcnanhoinicide* . 

Thk|^til Mule, ful^led of piteC) 
BJghtofhurehond'alettremakethfliey ■ 9870 



la whick fte g i Mlah tdsa biteTK>aygpi teJ> ' 
Thcr loAcd nmgfccihut obIj dkyind plaoe^T 
Hfbcrllut &«n ■ 
ForilMilhiri) 
Andwhuldl 

AndlalUI]itIi' 
Uoderhiif 

So recrclly thi^Aai^^'df HwiO,' i < /: 
And bide him ben all M; ■id:f«idi ftc «(■ 
Td Jaonary whrnhEJitrhirctebC.' - 

Up tifcih Dadiiuidic Demrmorae,- 
AJ gijli:^ nil bib Gkittfir ind hUfoiHo. 
He kcmbeCli him, liC|ikaiiietht»n>ia<l pikftl 
He doth ill thit bi«hdr JoU uid bketK | 
And eke la Jufluf he tptb' u lowe 
An ever did-B dDf[l^ for the bnwc 
Hl i-.fopldiot uiiioiii!^tii>D| ' 
(lor craf[i«iill,.«^oi«thMdaiiiCciii) ' 
Tiiat every wiohcii fniato fpeke him food j~ 
And fully in hit Udi»7iace he flood.' '- 

Thuiist I DamianabouthitiKde^ '■ 

And in aij TfU fortji I Wol proetde. ' ~ . .: 

Som rlerliei haldtq that felititce ■ m 

St;int in delic, BadthcrkiFF reriaJn h«, -: ' 



TBK MAftCRAHTIS TALt. Z79 

Th» noble January, with ail hii xnighti 

In honeft wife as loagcth to a-lchight, 

Shope him to liTeii ful dclicionfiy. 

His houfing, his array, as honeftly, 99CO 

To his degree was.inaked at Bikingen, 

AmoDges other of his hooefl thingcs 

He had a gat'din wailed all with Aon, 

So fayre a gardin wote I no wher non; 

Por out of donte i veraily foppofe ■ 99-^5 

That he that wrote The Romanc of the Eloie 

Ne coude of it. the beautee wel devile; 

Ne Priapus nc mighte notfuffife. 

Though he be gbd of Gardins, for to tell 

The beautee of the gardin, and tKe well, 99^^ 

That ftood under a lanrer alway grene : 

Ful ofted time he Pluto and his qucne 

Proferpina andallc hir Faerie, 

Dlfporten hem and maken mciodie 

About that well, and daunted, as men told* 99^5 

This noble knight, this January the old, 
Swichc dciutce hath in it to walke and pley, 
That he wol fuffre no wight bcrc the key 
oauf he himfclf, for of the fmal wiket 
He bare alway of lilver a cliket, 99^^ 

With which whan that him Hfl he it undictte ; 
And whan that he wold pay his wives dctte 
In fonicr fcfon thider wold he go. 
And May his wif, and no wight but they two j 




i8o 

AndtHingetivl^itllil 

He ifl the gnt^^jfAm 1 1 I M i i < i ■ «! ■ iWr. 'ir: J 

And in th& wift Jliiay •aJftffMip'H ot m :ri anv.J<i 
Lhrtd thit JmBMy; i> l fcfr A c liiyK Ksi ,^ahuo\ ^-l 
But worldly joywifiyhBi ■laifiMiBUityh «i. : o r 
To Januaty ne f iMtriflf ie.' 'iiSlw «»'*'0 '*9f999A 

O fodeo hup^M^tAVrntMnr toJiUhlM i hcK !-<^: 
J/ike to the feqr|ii«iiM4eoeitriilqr ':?' ic^ snrfr ~^- 
Tbuaatreft widi tkyilndwlB0tiito««JkVI«g|:^ " 
Thy tayl iftdfthriAoi^lUftCflHMBiiiagf •(> ^--^ '• '^ 
O brotel joye! pJWetepayfafc^ii<art*bi 1<» '^^tuftsy 
O monare! that fo fpHn^^/faiiil pifgit' -^f* -!••;» i^'i >': 
Thy girte8uMdcr>hOTN4iraedblliiD%-^-; ->rl <*:;••..- 
That'thou d^ifet«efttMw more Mdlefle^'j:::? .:■ 
Why haft thop-jM^affthm dectirod, j.. idaii :. •' 1 
That had deft him for diy fal frenkilniJeiMd ? . '^940. 
And now thou haft bcrafthitoi li(itli1i]a«y€%>; 
Tor forwe of whidhttafircdi Ke:to dyeib!. *> - * 

AUa\ thikooUa January frttjL' .. /:j.v ;^. j ' 

Ami(ldt;h)lliiAtndtoprofpintiCD|i 1/. ..•I>i>: : 

Ih waxen blind^aodlhat alfoideol^ ' . !•:'•'• -^^Af 

l\c wcpcrh aod b« waileth pitoufly, 

AiidtluTwithiUthefireofjidDuiiel . r..-.. 

( LclH lut hi8 wif ihuld fall in fom foUe). 

So hrcnt hUherte.thathe woldefain /.'.i>. 

That loin nun had both him atMUiirt yiliaiB|i 995a 

For iiotlur after hisdeth t» in hi«M : :: Ut -. 

Nc wold he tbit (be were no.lofe n'ef wif» ' .. '. I 



jrtcs TAir. iSx 

!« clothes blake, 
loft hire trtake. 
icth or tway 9955 

Dthtofay; 
ttoD ether be 
ifece;" 
iy nat forgon 
Are ID on ; 9960 

itrageont, - 
n noD other hous, 
er the mo-, 
> ride or go 

»nhirefllway; 9965 

:h frcfhe May, 
eniiingly, 
9 fodenly 
t as hire left : 

te wold to-breft. 9970 
amiau 
!ft man 

r Dight ne day 
i to freihe May, 
ichc materc, 9975 

it here, 
ire evermo : 
o and fro, 

Ig. benignly. Mff. yljk. i, », read 

a jrlols for the true word, Li'enr 
Mf. jl. reads Icnyngly, 




And [niTcaiignes, wiflli« whatibei 

And flic kDcw <ke tbcCa of hisenteiu. .1 jil. -9 

O-Janiuu-y 1 whumigbt it tbeownilfr! j.i> : 
Though thou might Teen ai la aiHupfotUSel 
ForugiMidiiblipdtad(cei*c4Ew . 
At be deceived whan s man ntijr fee, 
LoAtgiu,«r|uchIhathadaii bimdredeyeii, ffSj 
For «il thu eiei be coude pore or priea, 
Ycc WW be bltni, aod, God wot, £b beo moi 
Thai wenen Kifly that it be not l(i> 
PalTu ovcrltuiejei Ifaynanoie. - ..v . •■ 1 

Thiifrelbe Maj,oFwhichIip*ke<if]rocc, 9990 
Id warm w<i hath eitprented the cliktt 
That JannLrybareollhefaialtrikct, ,■ 
3j which into bi^ garilin oft hi; iseni. 
And Damian, ihnlbncw all bin eotent, 
'I'he clilcct coQlrefctcd priTcly : ff)j 

Ttier o'ii do more to Tay, but haflily 
Soni wotuler by this clikcC Olal bctidc, 
M hich ye ftui hettn if ye wol abide- 

U noble Ovidc! Toth i^ycR thou, God woie, 
Wbatileight ii it.if LoTebelougand.luxe. lauo 
•*■ sdS]. Ar OS imd I'lJ Tbc leadJuE la ths ten U ftisi b1 
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OTvft- 

i* |i liy > ifc ti>lwpc MliBM|f'iii<iatdft'»reran,' 

Hi ■coocdedy rownlo|^thili|^ s waII}' 

I wi^ cMrfb hto fiMbdUi iWklMfi* fleighte: 

i&d of tiRWMitli<if^;Mm 

■miy liflib cuglM lb gMt tk «al^ 

egginf of lilt wil^ hini flir to'pkf 

ifdin,aiidBVW%litb«ttlMf t^B^y kooio 

B movm HMO tlui Mtf IkMie, 

iiBywif^iiiylo^iiiyliidf freCft * - ' 

tleifoiBisliefd,iii7Bd«rttiiW«tfe! . 

Iter it goo, witli tU hit ntitiM wece. 

nth DOW with thin eytncohimbliie; 10015 

«r hen thy hrefts than onywine. 

idio » encktfBd aU aboate ; 

Nth, my white fpoiife, for <nit of doate 

id jne woonded in nyn heite, o wif ! 

in thee n'as never in alt thy Kf. xcoao 

irth, and let a» taken our dil^MM-t; 

heeformywifandmycemfbrtb - 

IB Me lewed wordes nfed he« 

lian a figne made ibe, 

iholdgo before with hit cliket« ' ' X0€a5 

mian hath opened the wiket, 

le ftert, and that in fwichevianere 

wightsiight him fee neyther Thcce, 




Sl4 Tf»«41«U»«ML' 

TliuJaniitt^Ml4MMMmAMi;'-:>.:. . ;..vnr 

Into thttftffct g if dM I ! ■ MirP ^ ^ T.ituTc. -.£«-«! 
Aad^bppcAm tM nr ifccf > f od<q | f^' .. :.^.-.i v oi 

TliatanthefnPiqtViKWKllwMiVB;; .'-Tic 
Forbythatl^Milwr&iBllMBD'tfcdie. i 
Iliaddelewr^MPlMltkiiijF - :r. ' -^ 
Thanthee-o||fp^{4ii«trfne'«i£... . ... 

ForGoddefl|a]|etlliak*ko«»ItlnrdM8, .. . 
Hot for no coyf tiff diNiUlei^ 
Bot only fortlir loyct I btd to thee. 
And thou^h^^l I Vf old and mty nol fee, 
Beth 10 tpf) |r?wi»:«i|d I woltoil ^Q -whjs 
Certes three.ihilgef Sud ye win flierhy; 
Firft loYc of Crift, ittd to yomielf honour. 
And aU nun hnritaffi toun and tour ;- • 
I yeve it yjtm, nMheth chaitret aiyon left: 
This flial be dott io^nor veer fonse reft. 
So wifly Gifd my iovle bring to Uifle 3 ■ ■ 
I pray you 00 thi« omrenant ye me fciffe. 
And though thsl I he jalooa wite me nonght; 
Ye ben fo depe enprentcd.hi taxy thought. 
That whan that I confider your heautee, . « 
And therwithaU the unlSkdy «lde of me, 
I may not certes, though I Ihnlde die, 
Jporbcrc to bta out «f yous comfta^e 
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thxmarcbantestale; jZ<; 

For ireray love ; this is withouten doute: 
Now kiffe mc, wif, and let us rome aboute. 

This freflie May, whan (he thife wordes herd, 
Benignely to January anfwerd, icc6o 

But iirft and forward ihe began to wepe : 
I have, quod (he, a foule for to kcpe 
As wcl as ye, and alfo min honour. 
And of my wif hood, thilke tendre floor 
Which that I have afltired in your hond, ico^)5 

Whan that the preeft to you my body bond, 
Wherfore I wol anfwere in this manere, 
With leve of you, myn owen lord fo dere. 

I pray to God chat never daw that day 
That ( ue fterve, as foule as woman may, 1 0070 
If ever I do unto my kin that (hame. 
Or elles I empeire fo my name 
That I be falfe ; and if I do that lakke 
Do ftripen me and put me in a fakke, 
And in the nexte river do me drenche : ^^^75 

1 am a gentil woman and no wenche. 
Why fpckc ye thus ? but men ben ever untrcwe. 
And women han reprefe of you ay newe. 
Yc co'i non other dali-jnce, I leve. 
But fpeke to us as of untrufl and reprove. ic c8o 

And with that word (he faw whcr Damiaa 
Sat in the biini, and coughen (he be^an ; 
And with hire fmi^cr a ii^nc made ihc 
That Daniiun (hiiM climbc up on ;i tre 

QJij 




tl6 T«im4»aiAiiTti«4M» 

That diai^WMvltltirtilt wdtflfbf «Mri 

FortenilylwIapavikUlwvccMwtft.'. ^r:::. 

Andoveryl^tf^llliillAf Orndflfisaltf^r .1 

Wei bet than Janoai7.1i9r 0lfcp«afllp8 1 

Formalett|rt4^b«dto^hMn«U ; ■■ .. H 

Of this materejhoe* that Kow^AfaflMlL :»: 

Andtho8llethiii|4kt|fl0i«iheff«)r« . •»' 

AndJanaaryMAMsyroiiiiii^C«l«ieiy, . 

Bright wa? tl»« ^« aa4 hle« th^tewvMi 

Phebasofgol4hi%tffcmi4Q«nhaiBlifliHttt -^ 

To gladen er:^ 4pwr imth hitwwmcffg; 

He was that time iq (veminit I geficy 

But litel fro hiH decliaaUos 

Of Capcer, Jq?^ /nndtation* 

And fo befell in t|iat bright morwe tide 

Th^t in the gardin, on-the fetther lide» 

Pluto that is thf Sio^ oi Faerie» ^ 

And many a ladie hi his compagnie 

Folwipg his wif, th< Queae Proferpinay 

Which that he ravisibed out of Ethna, 

While that (he gadred flouret in the mede, 

( In Claudian ye may the (iopy rede, 

How that hire in h^sgrifely carte he fette) 

This King of Faerie adoun him fette 

'^, 1 0104. tFbicb thai bi rqtn^d out o/BUmd},t 
In fome other miT. Etbna, by a manUeft errour of tli 
haibeen changed Into Proftrpina. Ttie paflbge being tli 
nonfenfe, other tnmrcriben left out the line,, and Ai' 
this in /tsftcad; 

Kcbc after oUier« rig^l u onf Uae« 
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UpoD a bench^ of tanres freihc and grcne, 

And right anon that faid he to his quene : to x lo 

My wif, quod he, ther may no wight fay nay, 
The experience fo prereth it every day. 
The trefon which that woman doth to man : 
Tea hundred (houfand ftories tell 1 can 
Notable of your yntrouth and brotelnefle . I o 1 15 

O Salomon ! richeft of all richeflc, 
Fulfilled of iapience and worldly glorie, 
Ful worthy ben thy wordet to memorie 
To every wight that wit and refon can. 
Thnspraifethhethebountceyetofman; icizo 
Among a thoufand mta yet fond 1 on, 
But of all women fond I never non. 
Thus faith this king, that knewe your wikkednefTe : 
And Jctu%j Jilius Sirach, as I gefle. 
He fpeketh qf you but felden reyerence. i c 1 25 

A wilde fire, a corrupt peftilence, 
3o fall upon your bodies yet to-night. 
Ne fee yc not this honourable knight i 
Becaufe, alas! that he is blind and old 
His o wen nun flial make him cokewold : 1 1 30 
JLo wher he fit, the Jechour, in the tree. 
Now wol [ granntcnof mymajeftee 
Unto this olde blinde wonby knight 
That he fhal have again his cyen fight 

•%■. 10121. Among a tl.yovfandl Ecrl'JtJjesviu a8. This argu- 
ment is treated in much the fame manner in Mclibcui. 




Whan that ImwifwoldMililBctnaditoiKQ m^ 
ThanihallKkDowcn tSlMiUmMkh^^n i- ,n './ 
Both in tepitefecC hire ■nd'iNUr.afa&Kfup.^iv. y>« 

Yc, Sire, ^apdPwiferfiaay Mrii w il t ^a fcily- .<*' 
Now hy aijnadie OcvwlMteldMMJ 'r - . . :• 

That l^uJyeve Jure fcffifiuilMMenbb"^- : lte4» 
Andalle wiiiBaiate!fiBr.haMiiki|» ;.i - !<! ' 
That thoof^h thej beh In'tny fllfe^Mif -tk-t . } c * 
With fiKeboldtheyihnllMiMeiveflUiA^.. I 

And here hem doon dwC ivbUoi Uai«eci|ib r '■ 
For lacke of aniJMrere Aon of w flHhdinf^' / y - |CV|| 
Al had ye iiren « thing with-bnth ytoar eycii» - 
Yet (hul we fo vifagt ithwdely,: ; • ■: • 
And wepe, and fwere, and chiUen, fubdllyy 
Thatyefhulhenmslewedasbengeei.' . 

Whit rekketh me of yonraoAoritees ? toijft 
I wote wel that tliis Jewe, this Salomoo, 
Fond of us women Ibolei manyxm r * 
But though that he ne foDdnogodd wnmaa, 
Ther hath yfobden many anocbez man 
Women ful good, and trenife and Tcrtnbna, lOIJl 
Witncfle on hem that dwdte in Qifies houa; 
Wi rh martyrdom they prered hiv cbnftance. ■ ■ 
1 ho Romaingeftesmaken remembrance ' / . i '■■ 

t- 10158. Tbe RomaingefiifJ Vt mtkht the collefltecf 

florics called G^a kopiauarum^ci wbkhljonct thoyght teiif 

■A lew words here, in order to recommend it to a little more 

attention than it hat hitherto met witti from thofe who hmt 

nr:'ifn ufHM the poeticaUnv«fl^\QA>of tbft tniddfjB ^fCi] but 

'IV HJ.UIV oftUe ftories in that co\\cft.\oT\wt\3LY^v\\\«sc;vrs<f 

fffc oil'ctrui Alphonfus, X>c Cicricali DiJcttVwa^ v?xi^\<^'««^ 




'X89 

rrdtbom r" • 

Biit,Siie,BelKA*i*aili«l%«itfaKl: . .xoi6o 
Thap|^ | |ia i|gi l ij ( M li lwll jift g «w t y fatim i;:. ■ . 
1 111 If piiiuiti^ii till ii<i t>»jfti»Jl . - 

He mett tiiM,thittfftlNnM| IwDriM r. ': 
Jifi«i|oo bat Q«I^M;iM«(toh0iii^Ad4... - 

Ey, forthf gfc iyjQ q rf Jthitg'iidmfcaa ...10165 
Vhatmakcnyeib i w h itf fl ^ l — war ^v: 
Tl^liat thoiink JbiawAtiii ii fHplHj q«ddnJious ? 
What thmi^ 1^ 1MB |idlm^ajrg)fawwi" ^- ' 
^ntdelieekfrAlQvplKofUfivgMMet;. i 
How aaiglit )Mf 4pi fc«|iiflg dufc nvMrfio^^ 
Fude « funjM yt-faw^— 1^ ninplifltifi .! ! . joi 7 x 
Hewatalec]i(»rMdahidoUfiMi,;:;w . . 
And in his eld^ii^ wMiy* God'ioflakef 
Andif that Oc^nBiUrfdc (aiifaiA^itJioke) 
Spared him f0riMt£ttheHfiikc,lir4iaLde ici;^ 
Han loA hit twgne jather'thaB-beiiMlSe.. 

IfetenatofallthexUBliiis J 

That he otm^MBCD irmt^rbofeerflie. - 

( am a woman ; nedci mofte Up^kcy . 

Or fweli nnto thatstimfciiun hate Uehe t xc 1 80 

For fin he laid that ^efasii jangknefict,. 

As erer motel hronfcesibole my tcefliss. 

I ihal nat fparen for npforfeeitff 

Tp.^ke him harm tl^iayth iit ^anie.- 

Am more forgotten wod:) I -Hull rcAnre vdMit I hav« to offer 
npoo tliif ^tA ^li ( ceme^o'^Talp o^ 14^c\\>ac>3i'%x'»i\v^^<:> 
ften Alpboaib if 9ubtc^ ' '' '^ ' 
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Dame, quod this Pluto, benoleogerwrotb, 10 1 
I ytvt it up : but iih I fwore*mki oth 
That i woid graanten him hisiQg^t again, 
My word ihal fUnd, that wanie I you certain : 
I am a king, it lie me not to He.' 
And I, quod ihe, am Quene of Faerie* 101 

Hire anfwere (he ihai han I undertake; 
Let UH no more wordes of it makei 
Forfoth, quod he, I wd^you not contnuy. 

Now let ut tarn again to Jannary, 
That in the gardin with his £iire May 10] 

Singeth. wel merier than the popingay ; 
You love I bed, and fhal, and other non. 

So long about the alleyes is he gon, 
Til he was comen again to thilke pery 
] \\3 Wher as this Damian iitteth ful mery los 

On high, among the freihe leves grene. 
j ' i(fl This freihe May, that is fo bright and fhene, 

iM: Can for to fike, and faid, Alas, my fide ! 

Now, Sire, quod ihe, for ought that may betide 
I nioAe have of the peres that I fee IC9 

Or 1 moile die, fo fort longeth me • 
^''1 To eten of the fmale peres grens; ' 

lielp for hire love that is of heven quene. 

I tell you wel a woman in my plit 

IVIiiy have to fruit fo gret an appctit 103 

I'hiit ihe may dien but ihe of it have. 

Alas! quod he, that I n'adde here a knave 



■Vl 
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That coade dimbe : alu ! alas! (quod he) 
For I am blinde. Ye, Sire, 00 force, quud fne ; 
But wold ye Youchefauf , for Goddea fake, ic 2 1 5 
The peiy in with your armes for to take, 
(For wei I wot that ye mifbuilen me) 
Than wold I cUmben wel yoough, (quod (he) 
So I my fote might fecteu on your back« 

Certes, faid he, therio ihal be no lack, ic 2 ze 

Might l.yoo helpen with min herte blood. 

He floupeth doun, and on his back ihc ilood. 
And caught hire by a twift; and up (he goth. 
(Ladies, I pray yon that ye be not wrodvi. 
I can nat glofe; I am a jrude man:) 10225 

And fodenly anon this Damian 
Gan pullen up th? fmock, and in he throng. 

And whan that Pluto faw this gretc wrong 
To January he yaf again his fight. 
And made him fee as wel as ever he might ; 10 2.^0 

i'-. 1 0227. Gan pullen} After this verfc the editt. fcxccpt C.t. z^ 
and Pynf. i, x,) have eiglit others of the lowelt and mrrj wi- 
pcrfiuous ribaldry that cm well be conceived. It wuuU! I'C .\ 
merclcifsof time toarpuc from the lines tliemieKca Mi.ir t! cvr 
were not written by Chaucer, as wc have this lh')rc aikI <!tti- 
five reafon for rejedting them, that they arc not found in «iiy 
one mf. of authority 'I'liey are not found in nilf. ji. C. 1, J/u. 
I, 2. HA. B. C. D. G. Boa. a. C. y. S'. t. I. C. z. T. N. Ci-. In 
mfT. R. H. I. Jr. cither the whole Talc or that part where tln.y 
might l^ kKiked for xt, wanting. The only toler<il)le nii ;r. 
vrhich I have fcca them is F. and there they have hcct; a<a'.nl 
in the margin by a later l;and, i)crhap» not older than Cjx'.Ln'i. 
ia&, c(Utioa. 
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M4BR ytQU|{lllCftlt« '^SJ 

aAiMlMii|||iii;IUdkrdi«efiJ. tol6o 
pemafbuigtf^S&w; friodlhe; 
iW«itelil«ve ttMie yon let : 

hal»l!hilt!Mrl«M»i^kina; - - 

^l^iMl4l^leC k^^kfik'bM bf milid: 

biykfevuidifthiiiyemffiald ioz6^ 

leioM I un ev(U^d k 

idict Ibnle I- webde have feih 

ii pamian had by tJK!e^.^Qia, . . 

r]fa^oc!k had iein .upob hit bteft. 

liiodflie,yeiiiaywenea9youldft; X0170 

nao that waketh of his fle^e 

fodeftly «rel taketi kepe 

g, M Icefi it parBcty, 

leadawed veraily 2 

lan that long hath blind ybe T^oiJS, 

fodenly fo wel yfcc, . 

ir mafi,ye ma/m} The final n luw been added 
vntjt and tinnecelfarily. This line !• very oddly 
,Ajlk:ifZi 

ft may yn guod Ac 



191 THE MAftCHAMTIi rA&Bb 

And whan he that had cm^ his fight aguK 
Ne was ther never nuui of thing £b fain : 
But on his wif his'thovght wtscvdr no. 
Up to the tree he caft his eyes two, • 
And faw how Damian hh wife had divflied 10155 
In fwiche auunere it may nocben expreflbdi 
But if 1 wolde fpcks nncnrte&fly ;■ , 
Andilpheyafararinganl;acry,i -■>-■ ■ - • 
As doth the mothor wha» theichild- tfkd die : 
Out ! heipe! alas! harbwtfac gto toiry; ' 10140 

flronge lady Here, whatdMli ttf^tt I ■ ' 
And fhe an^ei«d,.Si)re) Wteit«Sldth yon ? ■ 
Have^tience and ttfkm in-yatfrmihde, 

1 have you holpen on both your eyeb blindie* 

Up peril of my Ibule, 1 ibal itat iien, - X0945 

As mc was taught to helpen with yovr eyen 
Was nothing better for to make yon fee 
I'han Urogle with a man upon a tree : 
God ivot I did it in ful good cntent. 

Strogie ! quod he ; ye, algate in it went. 1025 O 
Code yeve you both on fhames deth to dien ; 

^. 10240. Otttl heJpe!"] Two lines whicli follow this In the 
cotTjtntm cdltt. arc omitted for the reafbns ftated in the note 
u[>t)ii vcr. IOZZ7 ; and I Ihall take the fknne liberty, upon ex* 
.\c\\y the lame grounds, with four ihore which have been in* 
Tci tc'l in thofc cJitt. after ver. 10250. 

^. 10141. Ofirongtladyftare] Ab ail the beft mflT. fupport 

t iiib rcHdint; I have not departed from It, for fear Jtore ihould 

li.ivc r.ttne fignification thati am not aware of. Somemff. have 

ji-.-ic-Ti-t inf. G. hciiri't edit. Ca. 2, lores b6ra,Tncrctrix, Ifland* 



194 TUK SC^UJERBS PROLOGUE. 

Firfl whan his fight i« newe comen agexn. 

As he that hath a day or two yfein. 

Til that your light yfateled be a while 

Tlicr may ful many a fighte you begile. I( 

Beware, I pray you, for by beven King 

Till many a man weneth to fee a tlnng. 

And it is all another than it femeth : 

I^e which that mifconceiveth oft mifdemcth. 

And with that wi-rdflielepdojan fro the tree, ic 
This January who is glad but he f 
Ho kifTeth hire and clippeth hire ful oft. 
And on hire wombe he ftroketb hire ful fofti 
And to his paleib home he hath hire lad. 
Kow, goode men, I pray you to be glad. X< 

Thus endeth here my Tale of Januarie ; 
\ i If God blefle us, and his moder Seinte Marie ! i( 

4 
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1 ig THE SQUIERES PROLOGUE, 

By Goddes mercy, fayde oure Hollc tho, 
l«Jow fwiche a wif I prcie God kepe me fro. 
J .0, fwiche fleightes and fubtiHtees IC 

In women ben ; for ay as befy as bees 



'C 



■;' I •^. I0193 J It has been faid in the Di/rotir/e, ^c. f . 23 

J thisnewProloguc has been prefixed toThcSquiercs'I'aic 

|, I the authority of the bdl'mff. The)- are as follows ; ^. 

'I * jfjk. I, 2, HA. D. Bod. cu y. ^. The concurrence of th 

i five mff. would alone have been more than fulHcient to 

weij;h the authorities in favourofthe otherPrologue. Kd. 

^rhonj^h it has not this TroK'pue' aprces with thofc mil', ii 

ci;i" The Squiercs Talc .ifui'lhc ^larclwnteb. 






THE S^UtmtS PROLOGOE. ^95 

Ben they t» fely men for to deceive, 

And from a fothe woi they ever weive : 

By this MarchantesTale it pre? eth weL 

But nathcles, as trewe as any fUle Z03C 6 

I have a wif, though that fhe poure be, 

But of hire tonge a labbin^ fhrewe is fhe ; 

And yet (he hath an hepe of vices mo. 

I'herof no force; let all fwiche thinges go. 

But wcte ye whatf in confeil be it feyde, IC305 

Me rcweth fore I am unto hire teydc ; 

For and I (hulde rekene every vice 

Which that (he hath, ywis I were to nice ; 

And caufe why, it (hulde reported be 

And told to hire of fom of this compagnic, 103 10 

(Of whom it nedetb not for to declare. 

Sin women connen utter fwiche chafiare) 

And eke my wit fufficech not therto 

To tellen all; wherfore my Tale is do. 

Squier, come ner, if it youre wille be, Z03 15 

And fay fomwhat of love, for certes ye 
Connen theron as moche as any man. 
Nay, Sire, quod he, but fwiche thing as I can 

ir- lOipR. wj/T'O Tills verb U generally ufcd tranfitiveh-, 
to wave, CO reiiiuiuilh, a thing ; but It has airo a neuter figniti- 
catiiMi, to depart, a here. See alfo ver. 4718, 9357. 

■^. I o^ 1 1. Sin zivmenconncn uttcr^ Mf. J. readsoif/t'ibutnthrrs 
Imvc uni^r^ \%hich I believe is right, though I confcfs that I do 
not clearly undcrfUiid the paiTage. The phrafe luis occurred 
bcfbrctver. 6103 ; 

>Viib ilan^cr uttren wc all omx cbaffarc. 

Rij 



1(4 19^ THKiqUlEXESTAtK. 

i f. With hertly wille, for I Wol not rcbcUe 

I? Agein your Iqft, a Tale wol I telk. 

■ 



1 

14 



Have me cxcufed if 1 fpel^e amis : 

My wille is good ; and lo, my Tale it tlus. 

THE SQUIERES TALE. 

At Sarra, in the lond of Tartarie, 
I'her dwelt a king that werreied Rqffie , 
Thurgh whi^hiher died many adonghty mi: 
'rh*« noble king was deped Cambnfcan, 
Vhich in his time was of fogretrenoun 
That thcr n*as bo wher io no regioun 
So excellent a lord in alle thing ; 
llim lacked nought that longeth to a king, 
As of the fc de of i^hich that he was borne. 
I Ic kept hi* lay to which he was yfwome, 
Aiul therto he was hardy, wife, and riche. 
And pitous and juft, and alway yliche. 
Tit wc or his word) bunigne end honourabl 
Ol hu corayrc a» any centre ikable, 
\ i^r.);, trclh, and ilrong, in armct dedrous, 
A< any bachcler of all his hous. 
A !.iirc pcrfon he w:^^ and fortunate, 
And kept alway fo wel real eftat 

* '• \ v.iVi n f.i/jj Tlie King of Araby fenditli to ( 

K"i" »>i SAitA A horfc ami a fword of rare qualitc, 

«• II j"!»!,ri'*iuoe a p4si> and a rinp, by the virtue \ 

»' '.'.■irtii'ilrth thclan^ii.iKC ofall fowles. Much of; 

. . M I, 'It I'l cllc never l\mlV.c<i>a>j Cluuccr. L'rry. 
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TUi ribbk Idogr, tUi Tutii! CanMoOy 
Hadde ttMibiim lij Elfetft Uswii; 
Of wfaich Um ddeft feae higlM AJgnfif, 
ThatoCfaerwuydepedCaniBdb. Z0345 

A dooghter had this trafdif Idflf aUb» 
Tliat yoogtft iMu, tiklhiglNe CtMce: 
But forto itUefi 7M aUhire beMMM 
It Ittfa DOC in my tooige Be^iB tty^omiiigt 
Idarenotmidertaktfeliighatlili^s 10350 

Min Ing^ «>< ii mifoflSaeiitt . 
It mafic ban « nthor eicdUent, 
That coode his MloBrt longing for that tft. 
If he fimld hire del^ven <»oy part ; 
I am non fwicbe ; I mote fpeke m I can. Z0355 

And fo befel that whan this Cambofcan 
Hath twenty winter bome his diademe. 
As he was wont fro yere to yere 1 deme. 
He let Che £efte of his natiiitee 
Don crien thor^oot Sarra his dtee 10360 

The lafi idns of March after tlie yere. 

Pfadnis the fonhe fal jolif was and dere. 
For he was nigh his ex2dtation 
In Mtftes face, and in his maniion 

^. 10J44. Ofwbicbtbtdd^Jbntl I Iutc »dded/onc fot 
the iUw of the metre. 

^. 10364. and In bis manjion} His refers to Man, and not to 
Oic fitn. '* Aries eft rexalution du Soleil ou 19 degre. et ft e& 
»* Afies 9uifM de nqTs,** CaUnd, dti Berf . ft^. v, vii. \«sa 



198 TBE SqUlEMS TAttb 

In Arieiy the colwilw hiote Sgae : 10365 

Ful lufty.wu tbe wet]^«nd beoigne; 

For which the fouler agvo the foote fliene : 

What for tl\eTciML^aiid the yonge grene 

Ful loude fongen hir affe^ians 1 

Hem femed han getten hem prote^ons IC3 70 

Again the fwerd of iMal^kikeoe and cold. 

This Cambufcaa, of whii^ ( haije yon txAdf 

In real veftifncnts, fit on -hit dets - 

With diademe, ful high in his palela. 

And holt his fefte fb folcmpme and fo tiche 103 75 

That in this world ne. was thcr non it liche» 

Of whicl\ if.I (hal teUen all the array 

1'han wold it occupic a fomcra dcy ; 

And eke it ne^th not for to deicife 

At every c^urs the order oi hir lervice : X0380 

I wol not tel\en ofbir ftrange fcwea, 

Ne of hir fw^nes mehir heronfewes : 

\vas the manjion of the fun, ibid, fign. K. i. Aries is there alfo 
faid to hc/igne cbault et/cc, 

ir . I o 38 1 .Jrangcfiwes"} A fewer was an officer fo called from 
his placing: tlic dilhcs upon the table. Afftour^ Fr. from qffcoir, 
to place. In the ettabliihofentofthekingVlioufchold there are 
ft ill four Gentlemen Sewers. Snves here feeni to fignify dithrs, 
from the ftme original, as s^ffietCy in Fr. ftill fignifics a littlcdilh 
or plate. Sec Grwcry Cm/, Amant, &>!. 1 1 jr^ b. ; 
I'hc ficsflie, wh^n it ^as fo tcvbewe, . 
She takcth, and raatcoth thcrof i/ewe. < ' 

•^. lojSi. hcr'inf^ri-esl Hcronceaux, Fr. accordinf; to tlie 
Gloirary. At tlic intronization of Archbifhop Nevil, 6 Edw. IV. 
there were bcrotiihawet iiti C. Lei. Coiled, voi. vl. 2. At ano- 
ther feaft in 1530 we read of 16 h!arcr\fcivs^ every oi»« izd. 
J\:/t's D.C, voLii. 12. 



TBI-HjnMSf TAX.!. t99 

EteintiMitlwid,Mldki»fcnightw4d, 
Tiwr k fiMn mete thftt it fal demtec kflld. 
TlMint]itt]pi^inmiWciie«fitMfiB«l: 10385 
Tliern*itiioiiiH^j|lH^ii*)rnpac(Mi«L-. . 
IwoIboc ttfiet 7M^ l«^it il-^ftaB, , • 
And lor H is QtirtMtt fevft Mb of ttmfti 
tJBto m y piirp ife l.wqt Iwro grcowra» , 

Aiidfi»beSdLflntrfr«riketMddeeMfi^ Xojpa 
WUktfattthblODg&lliiMinlMMUBy^ 
HetUng ]ibiwftmtoMlt4mgm pi0||» 
Befbne bim at h^ iNwd ddifiipaflf* 
In at dif haDe tee ai Madly 
Thar came a knight i|niia#ede«£Wii».- 10395 
And in l|ii kaad a tmd mtmnr af glaas 
VpooiiiilliondbehelMdoffoUa»fint, . 
And by his fide a naked f wcrd liaiigii%} 
And up be ridelh to tttoMghe bcwd. - 
In an the halle pc MUcther l^oke-a void- 10400 
For mervaille of jthb knight 1 him tohehokl 
Mi hefily they watten yoog juidtdd. . 

Thia ifan|e knigh^ that come thwa fedenly, 
Al armcyiiave his bed fol ricbflly, 
Salveth king and qnene, and leidet aile, I0405 
By order a§ (hey iaeen in the haUe, 
Withfe htg^ reverence and qUervancey 
At wd in fpeche as in hit contenanoey 
That Gawain with hit olde cnrfefie. 
Though he ii[ere come agen oat o£ Faerie, X04 zo 



He eonde him DM necndcD «ith-BWEl4r .'':.!' 

And *ftcr [bia bvfani tbc liigliaMrd 

He «ltb t uulf ^aiiUji hi* meffagB^i ' 

After the forattafeJ hi hwlwifgey- " 

WiihoutcDvkevffiUiblaoraflettart : : 'N4 

And for hii tid« AhUc Icme thg bvtmv' 

AcconUnc to hk worde* WM l>» clicra, 

A* tediuh art a[ fpcdie heai tikii it liir*.' 

Al be it thn I onnot fonne hit ftila, 

NcciDDot dimbcnonrfiiliighaftila,' 104 

Yet £17 1 thi*, u t9 cornBD entent, 

Tddi much atnonnEdh itl that crer he steM,' 

tf it lb be thit I have It in miod. 

He fajrd.Tbc King of Arabic and of Inde, 
My liege Lord, oil thia Iblempne day, 104 

Saluech you ai he bcA can and may, 
And Tendeth you, in honour of yoor lefie. 
By QIC, that am al redy at your belle, 
Tbiiflcdeof brai, that cfiiy and wel 
Can in tlic fpace of n day naturel IC4 

( This i> to bya. In foui-aod-tttcnly hovrea) 
Whcr To you lid, in drought or ellei fhonrca, 
BercD your body into every place 
To wiiich your hcrle wilietb for to pace, 
Withouten nemmc of youthnrghfanleor&jcei 
Or ifyoulift lofleenashighin thcsire 104^ 

Af dolh an egle. whan him lill to fore, 

a*AM/*jneftcdellial\)ereiouf(«ntfice, 
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VTithontcn harme, till ye be ther yoa left, 

(Though that ye ilepen on his back or red) IC4 40 

And tume again with writhing of a pin ; 

He that it wronght he conde many a gin ; 

He waited many a cpnftellation 

Or he had don this operation. 

And knew fui many a ielc and many a bond. 10445 

This mirrour eke that I have in min bond 
Hath fwiche a might that men may in it fee 
Whan ther iiial falle ony adverfitee 
Unto your regne or to yourfelf alfo. 
And openly who is your frend or fo ; 1 045 • 

And oyer all this, if any lady bright 
Hath fet hire herte on any maner wight. 
If he be falfe fhe ihal his trefon fee, 
His newe love, and all his fubtiltee. 
So openly that ther ihal nothing hide. IO455 

Wherfore again this lufty fomer tide 
This mirrour and this ring, that ye may fe, 
He hath fept to my Lady Canace, 
Your excellente doughter that is here. 

The vertue of this ring, if ye wol here, 10469 
Is this, that if hire lift it for to were 
Upon hire thombe, or in hire purfe it berc, 
Ther is no foule that flceth under heven 
That ftie ne fhal wel underftond his fteven. 
And know his mening openly and plaine, 10465 
And anfwere him in his langage again \ 



HOI «at 8<^oiKiitstiittL 

She flUi «ke liU>#; tad whcHtt ft~wd4dl» to^C^ 

All be hti i*««Ki4di never (6 fiept ta4 wideb- -104!^ 

This DtkigiiwttAt thfttr hftfiftth V "iit ^> ' 
Swiche vertoe hath,- Uiu whitt-mMli ftbarit^filitep ^ 
Thurghoot his aimare if w^^tm atril liiM^^^ '■' = ' 
Wer^lt Wclfickei us » * liri«itfliaed«k«f ' 



^ .Ml, 



t ■ 



AndwhtriMitt t^tisWiMiiid0i«^tlie'fttiil^ •' 
Shal nevcr4M hblr, til tittt foo lift bf gnidtf ■ IC475 
To ftroken him ntvtb the plittein thSleepkice 
Ther he is hurt; iliis is as mti^A tb fiib,' ' 
Ye moten with the pktte fwerd apihi ' 
Strokcn him ia the Woupd and itSvid clole. 
This is the nftraf i^th withoifttftl'glDft t "* I04ld 
It failleth not while it is in your liold; 

And whan this knight Wth thus his tile told' *■ 
He rideth out of halle, and doott he light. 
His fiede, which that flione as fonne hright, 
Stant in the cQjirt as (lille as any'ilon. I04S5 

This knight is to his chambre ladde anon, - 
And is unarmed, and to the mete yfette. • 
Thife prefents ben fol richelich ylette, • 
This is to fain, the fwerd and themirroer. 
And borne anon into the highe toor ' IO490 

With certain officers ordained therfdrej 
And unto Canace the ring is bore 
Solempnely, ther (he fat at the table. • - 
But iikerly, withonteo aqy fable» 
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The hors of bras, that may not be remucd, IC4 95 
It (lant as it were to the ground ygJued : 
Thcr may 00 man- out of the place it drive 
For non eogine of windas or polive : 
And caufe why. for. they con not the craft. 
And therfore in the place they han it laft ic ^ co 
Til that the knight hath taught hem the manere 
To voiden him. as ye ihal after here. 

Gret was the prees that fwarmed to and fro 
To gauren on this hors that flondeth fo ; 
For it fo high was, and fo brod and long, icj 05 
So wcl proportioned for to be llrong. 
Right as it were a ftede of IjumburUie, 
Thcrwith fo horfly and fo quik of eye 
As it a gentil Poilcis courfer were ; 
For certes fro his tayl unto his ere 105 ro 

Nature ne art ne coud him not amend 
In no degree, as all the peple wend. 

But evermore hir mofte wonder was 

How that it coude gon and was of bras : 

■^. IC509. a gei'.t'il PoUcis cour/er^ A horfe of Apulia, whic.'j 
in old French was ufiia'.ly called PoiHc, The horfc& ^a t'l.iL 
country were much clltfcmed. Mf. fl'S^/. James VI. 14Z. '^■^l. .!.l 
Archb!*hop of Armagh, in the 14th ceiittiry, fays n ; 1 life rf 
Dur St.Thomas, *' Quod nee mulus Mfpani-dc, :iec dcxtr iri;3 
*• Api!liae, nee rei>cil() .'Ethi«ii>ia;, ncc 'w'leph.intu"! Afiiv, nc; c ;*- 
*' inehisSyrlar,h()carmonf)lln A I'ucliicaptiornvc-^i.dc'.ti.^r i;- 
•' venit'ir ad pnclia." He hn<i l)cibre infi)rmeil liis auu. .re 
tli.it '* TJiomas An^Ucc idem cit q'md Tnoin A'/invs." 1 '■■.■rf. 
is a patent in Rynicr^ i Edw. U. " De dextrariUlu LumViaCi^A 



» 
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It wi* of Faerie, ts the peple femed: - io 

Diverfe folk divofely ban demed : - 

Amnanyhedtainiuijwittetfavik •*■- . 

They murmured a»doth a fwanne of Imm, 

And madien ildUet after hir faotafiit^' 

ReheriiDg 0f the olde poetriesy xo, 

And<sy«i4t jviai-yiike the Pegaleey 

The hort that hadde wingea for tp^flke^ • 

Or ellcs it was the Grekes hoi^ Shion, 

That brougbte Troye to deftmdioo, 

As men moun in thife olde geftet rede. • lo 

Min herte (quod on) is evermore in drede ; 
I trow fom men of armes b^ therin, = 
That ihapen hem this citee for to win : 
1 c were t ight good that al fwiche thing were kno" 
Another rowned to his felaw low, ic 

And fayd, He licth, for h is rather like 
An apparcnce ynwde by fom magike. 
As jogelours platen at thife feftcs grete. • 
Of fondry doutes thus they jangle and trete. 
As lewed peple demen comtmly IC 

Of thinges that ben made more fubtilly 
'I'han they can in hir lewedncfTc comprehende : 
They demen gladly to the badder ende. 

And fom of hem wondredon the mirrour 

That bom was up in to the maifler tour, lo 

i'. 1052 T;. tbi Grekes bars Sinori] Thh b rather an awb 
exprefflon tor — tbeborfiofSmntbs Gr;cl, or, asii^cmighl 
Sinon tbi QmVi tor/:^ 
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I low men mi^hte in it fwiche thlnjres fee. 

Another anfwerd and fayd, It might wel be 
Naturdly by compoiitions 
Of angles and of (lie refledion« ; 
And faide that in Rome wa!« fwiche on. 1^545 

They fpeke of Alhazen and Vitcllon, 
And Ariftotle, that writen in hir lives 
Of queinte mirrours and of profpedives. 
As knowcn they that han hir bonkes herd. 

And other folk han wondred on the fwerd 1 05 50 
That wolde perctn thurghout every thing; 
And fell in fpeche of Telephus the king, 
And of Achilles for his queiute fpere, 
For he coude with it bothe hele and dere, 
Right in fwiche wife as men nfay with the fwerd 
Of which right now ye have yourfclvtn herd, loj j 6 
They fpckcn of fondry harding of nietall, 
And fpekcn of medicines therwithall, 
And how and whan it fliuld yharded be, 
Vhich is unknow alg:ites unto me. IC3 60 

Tho fpckcn they of Canacecs ring. 
And faiden all that fwiche a wondtr thing 

arc extant, iirinictl at Dafii iS'i. The tiiil i.-. fupixiicii Ly l>>s 
editor t« have Uvcd about >^.I>. i ioo,ai:(lthe I'ccoiid to .Y. li. 
1170. 

^. io?rti. r.Tr.V.'O Th's won! fhriild perhaps luve h.id .ir: 
accent <.ri fill- firU .' — T';.; ft;, r.> lliCw {.\\,\l it is to he p:o- 
nounccrd ."s of f. ur 1)11. '.'..its, ^\- ;il!o btlow, vcr. i~94J \ 

Anil fvi-ouneili t:!i ip T.'fir.cio barme- 




Of craft of riDf[«Jicnl thtj aettram, 
Siie tbm he Moiluaiid KiDg HiliMW 
Hidden ■ name of nMuung in rwidMitt. ns 
Tliiiiifim rhr frplr. «ndrtriwnhfn|iMT. 

But luiheln Auc luden iIiM it WM 
Wonder to nyikeii of ferae afbcD .glM^ 
Andjpet iigluDcwgbtlikcalliaiof&rBct 
BbE for xhef ban jrkoowea it to fenic, ID] 

Therforc cdcth hir pagliag ud hir woiukr, 
Aa Aire woihIkd font on cauft of tbonder, 
Od eUc and flood, on goBomcr and oa mill, ' 
And OD ali thing til that the canre ii wiil. 

Thuijauglen they, aiKlilcmtD and dcFile, jO 
Til ibat the king gan fro his liord arife. 

Mieb<l» hath left the anftU meridional. 
And yet .atending waa ilie beAe real. 
The gentil Leon, with hit Aidrian, 
Whan chat thi# Tanre king, ihi) Canibnrcui, Ic 
Rofefiom liiibotd, theraihelatfDlhie: 
Befunie liim guth the loude minllrtkie, 
I'll he come to hit chainbre of parcmenta, 
ThcT u (he]r tbun.lea divcn inQniinent*, 
That it i> like an heveii Tor to heie. ic 

Now ilsliDcen lulty Vcnua children dere, 
■t.iatTO.j^irJiwiy/;^jtni."]KiwniiU(b before. I(»ke 
til Iw a ciirrufptlcBi offiru. t/..-.i-i. fan.', So in Tn. va.i 
.If ru -rir/ f«nnni BB:i:rY Um.CT.-siii. In P.f . 161. 80, h., 
,ri»?sufiilMl>m(!=p>. 

i. lafNi- .'wri''.-.- */ rir't-iiii\ Gimbrr di ftntm 
Cr.inIirf[i:Ji>)'k>'Cgiiv(l.hc .'>tCc»ct ':'Kun&Ri,iB&Ui4i 
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For In the Fifli hir lady fat fui hie, 
And loketh on hem with a frcndly eye* 
This noble king is fee upon liis trone. 
This (Iraunge knight is fet to him ful fune, re <;o 
And on the daunce he goth with Caxiace. 

Here is the reveli and the jolitce 
That is not able a dull man to dcvife : 
He mud han kooweu Ijovc and hisfervife, 
A nd ben a fefUich man, as f rc(h as May, I o c 9 5 

That fhulde you devifen fwiclie array. 

Who coude tellen you the forme of daunces 

So uncouth, and fo frc(he contenaunces, 

Swiche fubtil lokiiigs and dillimuIin^rH, 

For drcd of jalous mennes appcrceivings ? ic ^ co 

No man but Launcelot, and he is ded; 

Therfore I palTe over all this lullyhed ; 

I fay no more, but in this jolinelfe 

I lete hem til men to the foupcr hem dreflc. 

The fteward bit the fpic.:s for to hie, 10605 

And eke the win, in all this melodic ; 

mcnt a bed of ftate. Tarcmevts originally fignified all forts 01 

ornameacal furniture or clothes, from hirer, Kr. to .idoi n. Sec 

ver. 2503, and Leg. ofG. ir. Jjuh, ver. iJii ; 

To (iauncins cbambreif ful ui parctiunteif 
Of rlche beddcs and of pavexc/.tcs, 
1 his Eneas is ledde after the mete. 

The Italuits have the fame cxprcluon; Iji.d. Cone. Ty'idint. 

1. iii. i ** n Pontefice — riturnatu .tlla :ur,. '.\i lL^ iiiiir.i^:.:! cu' 

** Cardinali." — 

^. 10 jiJ7. in the fi/bj See tl)c note on vot. A^^iJ^. 
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The alhen aod the rquieric ben gon. 

The fplce* and (he win » come uuui i 

They ete md drinke, lod whan diUbodiacnd 

XJd ts the ti'mple, u lefba wh, they wend i 106IS 

Thefer*icciioiiiJiejfoupcn«l]b7<l«y.- 

WhatnedcthfDURherieii biruTij,' 
Eche man wot wel ibat at a kingo feA 
It plentee to che mofluid to the left. 
And detnteei mo than ben in mjr knowing, loiij 

At after (bupcr golh this noble king 
To feen dit bars of bra<, with ill ■ mate 
Of Icrdet and of ladie? him aboutc 
Eiwiche wondrinj; was ther on this hori of bras. 
That GathccrcE alTegcof Trojc wai lafiia 

Tiicr a< men woodrtd on an bora alfo, 
Nc w» th« fwichc a wondring a-t was tha. 
Biit, finallji, thr kmg aflLClh ihc knight 
'Tilt vert u« of thU courier and the aiight, 
And prated him to tell hiigoTemiunce. n 

Thi) hor« anon gan for to trip and daunce, 
V.'biin tbatlheknigblUidhoDdaponhicrein, 
Andlaide, Slre,thcrn'iina more to fain, 
T.uc whan you liA to ridcn any wbtrc 
Yc moten trill a pin ftaol in hit ere, k 

Uiiith I Aial lellen you betwiiC u* two, 
Yc mofcn rtempnc him to what place alfo. 
Or tu what coniree, that you [ifl to ride. 
. \ lid wtun y c coin« ib>:t u'joa. ^iA. abide 
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Bid him defcend, and trili another pin, 10635 

(For therin lieth the cfft^. of all the pn) 

And he vroi doun defcend and don your will. 

And in that place he wol abiden ftill ; 

Though al the world had the contrary fwore 

He Ihal not thennes be drawe ne be bore : 10640 

Or if you lift to bid himthennes gon 

Trille this pin, and he wol Taniih anon 

Out of the fight of every maner wight, 

And come agen, be it by day or night, 

VThan that you lift to depen him again 10645 

Tn fwiche a guife as 1 fhal to you fain 

Betwizen you and me, and that fbl Tone. 

Ride whan you lift, ther n'is no more to done. 

Enfourmed whan the king was (if the knight. 
And hath conceived in his wit aright 10650 

The maner and the forme of all this thinj^, 
Ful glad and blith this noble doughty king 
Repaircth to his revel as beforne. 
The bridel is in to the tour y borne. 
And kept among his jewels Icfe and dcre : 10655 
The hors vaniflit, I n*ot in what mancre, 
Out of hir fight ; ye get uo more of me : 
£ut thus I lete in luft and jolitee 
This Cambufcan his lordes fcftcying 
Til that wel nig;h the day began to ipring. ic 660 

'^. io(560. TH that 11 el nigh'] That hasbccn added for the f.ikc 
of the metre. We mipht read, with fome mlF.i 
'i'il vci utgh tbe daiy bcfan /or to fprin^. 




ThenoriEcnfdCK^iaaviheJb^i; < i 
Gon on h»m wiiA«, »Ab>d>Hw,tit^ Iwf ■ 

Tl liililiiiA lliliiwi wiJtiiwiiit. 

And witfaaplpiagmoatkhMrdt'lHlBBAi -. 
And faid, thit it ww time t»Ke aJaM, - lotf^ 
Far b!ood wu in hii tlnminflMWi i 
CheriUieth bisod, nuam fr«a4( qsod ke. 

Thcf thinVen him galpiof i by two, by thica) 
A tid eraj wiji^t gas dnwe hhn to hk reft. 
As ficpe hem bade; they tokcil for ihaboft. loija 

Hirdrcmes Ihul Doi DOW b«tald for me; 
Ful were hir hcda of famofitee. 
That cauleih dreme. of wbicb tber ii no cfaufe ; ■ 
Thcj QepeD til tlut it wu prime Urge, 
The moAe part, b<]t it were Canaee; tcin 

She was ful mefurable, a* woDieti be; 
]'V,r of hire father hsd file take hire km 
To goD to reft Tone after it watevet 
liitc lille not appalkd for to be. 
Nor on the morwe unfeaiiche for to lee, lotfa 
And flept hire GrOe flepc, and th*ti awoke I 
For fwiche a joy flie in hire berte toke 
linih ofhire queince ring and of hire mimiur, | 

Thit twenty time (be channged hire colonr. 

*. io«i;;. TtaiaiKiililrltiit Biidlabi!nF^BamfC.C.I,KA 

lomC.J.itii,rbMa:'ibnimlljiQiiri in ^Jt. t.i.Tbanf- 

li.-i.w.'fvlJtmr 1 In fevciil oilur mlT. inJ .iillit. Ca. i, i.ntf 

i::c-/.ii mm and liboar. 'Wcinufi.&u<^Vu<}DEi,\.ii^dnii^ 

; 'I c/ie tiuc reaiUng. 
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And in hire ilepe right for the impreflion IC685 
Of hire mirrour (he had a viiicn ; 
Whcrfore or that the fonne gan up glide 
She clepeth upon hire maiftrefle hire befide, 
And faide that hire lufle for to arife. 

Thife olde women that ben gladly wife, 10690 
As is hire maiftrefTe, aofwerd hire anon, 
And faid. Madam, whider wol ye gon 
Thus erly ? for the folk ben all in reft. 

I wol, quod flie, arifen (for me left 
No longer for to flepe) and walkcn aboute. IC695 

Hire maiftrciTe clepeth women a gret route, 
And op they rifen wel a ten or twelve ; 
Up rifeth freflie Canace hirefclve. 
As rody and bright as the yonge fonne 
That in the Ram is foure degrees yronne ; ic 700 
No higher was he whan ftie redy was ; 
And forth Ihe walketh tfily a pas, 
Arrayed after the lufty fcfon fote 
Lightely for to playe, and walken on fote, 
Nought but with five or fixe of hire meinic, 10705 
And in a trenche forth in the park goth (he. 

The vapour which that fro the crthe glocle 
Maketh the fonne to feme rody and brode; 
But natheles it was fo faire a fight 
That it made all hir hertesfor to light, IC710 

What for the fefon and the morwening. 
And for the foules that fhe hcrde fing, 




For right aAon fliq ^fte wfiat thfff mvAl ■ ' ' 
Right by hir fong, aftd knew al lilr affcttC* 

The knotte why thtt ereiy tale li teUe^ ' XD715 
If it be taried til the loft be colde 
Of hem that haii it hcrkencd after jwtf 
The favoar paifeth ever len^r the fiiMa 
For fulfumnefle of the proKkiteei 
And by that fame refim thinkirh mb tojfl^ 

1 (huld unto the knotite condefceade. 
And maken of hire walking Cone all ends. 

Amidde a tree for-dry, as ivhite aa chalky 
As Canace was playing in hire'walki 
Ther fat a faucon over hire hed ful hi« 107*1 

That with a pitous vois fo gan to crie. 
That all the wood refoaned of hire cry^ 
And beten had hirefelf fo pitoufly 
With both hire winges til the rede blood 
Ran endelong the tree ther as ihe flood ; f O730 

And ever in on alway (he cried and (hright. 
And with hire bek hirefelven (he fo twight. 
That ther n*i» tigrc ne no cruel heft 
l^hat dwelleth other in wood or in foreft 
That n*oldc ban wept, if that he wepen coode JO735 
For forwc of hire, (he fliright alway fo loude. 

For ther was never yet no man on live, 
If that he coude a faucon wel defcrive, 
That hcrde of fwiche another of fayrcncfle 
As wcl of plumage as ol ^ttvu\«S^ ic 74O 
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Of (hape, of all that mighr yrekcned be : 

A faucon peregrine femed fhe 

Of frcmde lond, and ever a» (he flood 

She fwouned now and now for lack of blood, 

Til wcl neigh is fhe fallen fro the tree. 10745 

This faire kinges doughter Canace, 
That on hire finger bare the qucinte ring, 
Thurgh which ihe undcrftood wcl every thing 
That any foule may in his leden fain, 
And coude anfwere him in his leden again, 10750 
Hath underftooden what this fducon fcvd. 
And wel neigh for the routhe almofl Ihc deyd; 
And to the tree fhe goth ful haftiiy. 
And on this faucon loketh pitoufiy. 
And held hire lap abrode, for wel flie wifl IC755 
The faucon muile fallen from the twill 
Whan that fhe fwouned next, for faute of blood. 
A longe while to waiten hire fhe flood. 
Til at the lafl fhe fpake in this manere 
Unto the hauk, as ye fhul after here : IC760 

I 

^. 10742. j1 faucon peregrine^ This fpecies of falcon is thus 
dcrcribed in the Trfjor 4c Brv.n:t Lat'tn^ Ps i, Cb. Dcsfaiucns, 
mf. Reg. \9C.X. i " La fcconde lignie eft faucom^ que hum 

* apeJe pelerins, par ce que nus ne trove Ton ni. ains eft pris 

* autrcli come en pclerituge. et eft mult legiers a norrir, ct 

* muItcoitu:>,et vaillaiu, c: dc bone manierc " Chaucer ai'ds, 
rhat this uicon wa* otfremde ox /retried lond^ from a foreign 
rountry. 

•^. 1 0749- ledcrQ Language^ Sax. a corruption of Latin. Dante 
ifet Latino in the lame fcnfCt (.'j;:z. I ; 
E caniine eli iurcIU 
Ciafcuno ia fuo Laiiii, 
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Til T coud flee ful high under the ikie. 
Tho dwelled a tercclet nie fafte by 
That femcd wellc of alle ^ntillefle, 
Al were he ful of trefoil and falfcneiTe. I 

It was fo wrapped under humble chere. 
And under hew of trotith infwiche manere, 
Under plefance, and under befy peine, 
That no wight coud have wend he coode fcine. 
So depe in greyn he died his coloures. i 

Rijrht as a ferpent hideth him under floures. 
Til he may fee his time for to bite, 
Right fo this god of Loves hypocrite 
Both fo his ceremonies and nbeifance, 
And kcpcth in fcniblaunt allc his obfervance I 
T'hat founcth unto gentiilcflTe of love. 
As on a tonibe is all the fairc above. 
And under is the corps, fwiche as ye wcte, 
Swichc was this hypocrite both cold and bote. 
And in this wife he fcrved his entcnt, I 

That fave the fend non wifte what he ment; 
Til he fo long had wepcd and complained, 
And many a ycrc hit.fervice to mc faincd, 
Till rliat mill bcrte, to pilous and to nice, 
Al innocent of his crowned malice, 1 

ir- 10R40. crcjT.'A maU.'c'\ The rc.idcr of taftc will 
dirploafed, I tru(t, *t mv haviriji Teceived ihis readint; uf 
autlK.ri'^y of inl'. A. only : the common reading i» i.r«f/ 



THE S^iriEKES TALE* ftl/ 

For- feted of hit deth, asthoiighte me. 

Upon Tiis othes and his feuretee 

Graantcd him love on this conditioan. 

That evermo min honour and renoan 

Were faved, both privee and apert ; 10^45 

This is to fay, that after his dcfert 

I yave him all min herte and all iny thought, 

(God wote and he that other wayes nought) 

And toke his herte in chaunge of min for ay. 

But foth is iaid, gon iithen is many a day 1085O 

A trewe wight and a theef thinken not on. 

And whan he faw the thing fo fer ygon. 
That I had granted him fully my love, 
In fwiche a guife as I have faid above. 
And yeven him my trewe herte as free I085 J 

As he fworc that he yaf his herte to mc, 
Anon th is tigre, f ul of doubleneffe, 
Fell on his knees with fo gret humbleiTe, 
With fo high reverence, as by his chere. 
So like a geotil lover pf manere, 2cS6o 

So ravifhcd, as it fcmed, for the joye. 
That never Jafon ne Paris of Troye, 
Jafon ! certcs ne never oilier man 
Sin Lamcch was, that alderfirfl began 
To loven two, as writen folk beforne, 10865 

Ne never fithen the (irll man was borne, 
jSIe coude mr.n by twenty thoufand part 
Contrcfcte the fophimcs of his art, 
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TQK SqpiKILES TALE. 2l(f 

Swiche hacme I felt, for he ne mi^ht byleve. 

So on ^ day of me he toke his Icve, 
Sq forwcful eke, that I wend veraily 
That he had felt as mochel hanne as I, 109CO 

Whao that I herd him fpckc and faw his hewc: 
But natheles I thought he was fo trewe. 
And eke that he repairen ihuld again 
IVithin a litel while, foth lor to fain. 
And refon wold eke that he mulle go '09C5 

For his honour, at often happeth fo. 
That I made vertue of neceifitee, 
And toke it wel fin that it mufte be. 
As I bcft might I hid fro him my forwe. 
And Coke him by the bond, Seint John to borwe, 
And faid him thus, Lo, I am youres all, IC9 1 1 

Beth fwiche as I have ben to you and (hall. 

What he anfwerd it nedeth not rcherfe ; 
yrho can fay bet than he, who can do werfe ? 
Whan he hath al wel faid than hath he done; 10915 
Therfore behoveth hima ful long fpoqc 
That (hal ete with a fend; thus herd I fay. 

So at the lad he mufte forth his way; 
And forth he flceth, til he come thcr him left. 
Whan it came him to purpos for to reft, 1 c gzo 

I trow that he had thilke text in mind, 
I'hat alle thing repairing to his kind 

t". 1092 1. tbilk:tex:'\ B'^rtbius^ 1. iii. met. 2 j 

Repctunt pruprioi :;uae(]ne rccurfus, 
Vcdituqiie fuo ftiiZ'Jla i:3U(lcnt*— 




GladechUmfclr; Ihns fain men at I gefle ; 
Men lci*eti off ropie kind newifangelnefle, 
Aabridda don thai men in nj;e9f«de; lofij 

For thoDgb tluni oiglu uti .lay i»hi ifli^liiilii 
AndOnMrturctgeftlRHidlitftMntB, > '■ 
And eive henfagn, bony, bndt Mtt^Ait '" 
Yet right MOD wtbu hii ddn b B^ 
HewithhkfeetwslfpanendoUiMlclft »t9l 
ADdtothewoodlMifbliBdmiMlwtal^ : 
So □ewcfangelbia'tlwyaf hifVMtSi ■ -^ - 
And loven DO*elcee> of protVcltiaA; 
No geotillclTr ofblood tit miy ticni bin^ ' 

So ferd thil tcrcekt, ■■■• tbe day I lofjj 

Though he ■were gcBtil borne, ud Mk, utd pf > 
And goodly for to foen, and bombk, ind bt*. 
He Taw upon 1 time i kite See, 
And fodcoly he loTcd thil kite fa 
I'hat all his love it dene frotn aie age, lofft 

And huh hii troDthc f>lfed in thia wife. 
Thus hath the kite my Ion in hire (erriu. 
And 1 am lorn withonten remedy. 

And with that ward thi» fancMi gsd tO tay, 
Andrwtionethd^ in Canaceea birnie. MW 

Crct trai the rorwe for that hankei faume 
ivliich our Authtic hu Chu> tranlUted ; " AD thrnpi MM 
" a)m to hlr propie couift, nod all chTDEa itjujia oaM' 
" r?TouTnlnge lEiyDC ID hlr luturb** The aomparifao ^^ 
biril It ukca &om tbc bme {Uce. 



Hiifc Caaactfiad an Ui« women ttttdet 
They n'iflesjMnr they mig^t dw fittcoo ghde ; 
But CuMce booielMnili hire in hfiic lap, 
AiidftfteiflB|Mi«efUihtewr^ 10950 

Ther at flie with hot hch had hot Urcfehre. 

NiMr cannot Caoace bat herbei delve 
Ont of the granwi, ani makcB fidtet newe 
Of herbca prtciont and fine of hewe 
To helcn with chit haailcfra day to night 10955 
She doth hire hefincfic and all hire might* 
And hy hire beddet bed flie made a mew^ 
And covered it with Ydoacttes blew. 
Id figne of tronth that it !n woman fene, 
And all withoat the mew u peinted greoe, 10960 
In which were peinted all thife faUe foulet, 
At ben thife tidifin, teroelettet, and owlet. 
And piet, on hem for to cry and chide. 
Right for defpit were peinted hem befide< 

^. 10958. •vdnutiet Blew"] Velvety, flrom the Vt. vehuy tr- 
tomette. See Dm CMnte, fai ▼. HSoftL, FiBtunm, — I will juft add, 
that at Hew was the cokmr of troth, CSce C. L. 248,3 To ireen 
bekNifedlD iooooAanqr: hence in a batiade ufon an incondant 
ladjf {wBOOog 9bomf^ adiHtltat to ChaucerH Works, p. 55 1» 
ML Urr."} the boitheii i»— 

^. 1096a. t^ tidj/al ThctuUfe b nKDtkmed as an incon- 
Aaat hM hi Tbt leg, pfO. tr. rer. 154; 

A% <eU the tUif fpr ■■■ ffwrta rff 
SIdnaer fiippofes it to he thethaaoufe ; buthe produces no au- 

ftliaritjr fcr lus Siif^a&tkm, uar have I aoy tooppofe to it. 

^. 10963, 4.3 An xjuifpakA fron tbe otder \a^vV.V v'^c^ 
tkdodiaih thecOin. »aCm£.li)az ibrrcSeen. Uxnc^'-'^^'^"'^^ 
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%t% rat sqjffiBtss TAtm 

Thus kte I Canace hire hauk kepi&g : 
I wol no more as now fpeke of hire ring^ 
Til it come eft to purpos for to lain, . 
How that this-fattcon gat hire lovt ngal* 
Repentant, as the ftory teileth as. 
By mediation of Camballus, 
The kinges fone, of which that 1 yoo told ; 
Bat hennesforth I wol my procefie hold 
fo fpeke of aventnres and of bataiUes, 
That yet was never herd fo gret mcrvaillef. 

Firft wol I tellen yon of a Cambafcap, 
That in his time many a citee wan ; 
And after wol I fpeke of Algariif, 
How that he wan I'heodora to hi? wif. 
For whom f ul oft in gret peril he was, 
Ne had h^ ben holpen by the hors of bras; 
And after wol I fpeke of Camballo, 
That fought in liiles with the brethren two 

roff. however read — Andpies — which rather countei 
tranfpofition. My only excufe for fuch a liberty mu 
1 cannot make any good fenfe of them in the comnn 

if. 1097 7f 8.] Are alfo tranfpofed, but upon the 
pf mflT. A,C. i» and I believe fome others, though 
tisfied of the ctruinty of the emendatiun I have 
take a note of their concurrence. £d. Ca. 2, agrees 1 
mff. According to the common arrangement old C 
is to winTheodora to his wife, and we are not told ^ 
he tne obied of Algarfif's adventures. 

•^. 10981. ofCamhallol Mf. A. reads Cabah: but t 
gtty only reafon for fufpcding amiftake in this name 




TiiX SqUIXKBS TAtt. 

Pot Canace, er that he mi{|[ht hire vinne, 
And ther I left I wol again beginne. 

clear horn the context that the perfon here intendet 

Srotbcr but) a iover of Canacie ; 

Who fought iD Uftcs with ibe imbren tv/i 
For Canue, or that be might hire v.intie. 

The brethren two are obvioufly the two brethrtn of ( 
^hr> hAve been mentioned above, Algar^f and Camb. 
Qfifl*. Ajk. I, 2t 't i» — hir brethren tKVO, which would [> 
matter out of all doubt. Camhalh could not figlit witi 

Pelf. Again, if this Camballo be fuppufed to be tlic hi 

ot' Canace, and to fight in defence of her with feme twi 
tluen who might be fuitcrs to her, (according tcTSpcnfer 
tiori/ he could not properly be faiU \oiL'inne\'.\% filler, whi 
only prevented others from winning her. — ^Thc outline tl 
fbre of the unhnifhed part of this Tale, according to my i 
9 nearly this; the condulion of the liory of the faucon, 
By mediation of CamiiaHits, 
ith the help of the ring, the cnnqucfts of Cambufcan, t 
inningofTheodorabyAlgarfif, withthcalTilianceofthcho 
'bral», and the. marri.igc of Canace to fome knight, who vv 
It obliged to tight for her with her two brethren, a mcth 
courtlhip very confonant to the fpirit of ancient chivalry 
V. 109&4. ^"'' tlitrlleftl After this verfe, in mf. C. i, a 
er«, IS the following noic ; •' Here cndethThe So.uiercsT. 
tneche as CJ:auccr mstlc." The two lines which in t 
:. and fonie m(T. arc made to begin a tiiiid part are wai 
n all the bcft mff. ; 

Ap'jllo \vbir!ci!i u;j hii chare fo hie 

Ti) that the B^il Mjrcu-ius hoafc the file. 

certainly l:ave not the lead appearance of belonging 

lace. I Ihouid guefs tiiat they vvere orlpinaily firibhl 

le vacant reader in tlie blank fpace which is commoi 

he end of this Tale, and after \Aard8 tranfcribcd asCh; 

■ forrtc copill of iivre ui1i}:ence than f.^p.^c»ty. 
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Crete well CUAUCKR wban ye mete — • 
Of ditees and of fonges glade. 
The which be — made. 
The londc fullfilled i» over all. GOWER. 

My maifler CHAUCER — chiefepoeteofBretayne 

Whom all this londe Tchulde of ryght {freferre, 
filth of our langage he -was the lode>fi,eiTe~— 
That made flrfl to dy ftylle and rayne 
The gold dewe dropy s of fpeche and eloquence 
Into our tuTige thnigb hi* excellence. LTDGATE. 

The honour of En«li(h totig is dede— . 

My mayfler CHAUCER, floure of daquenoe, 

Mirrour of f rufluous entendement, 

Univerfel fadir in fcicnce — 

This londis verray trefour and richelTe-^. 

The firftc f y ndcr of our fayrc langaRC. OCCLEVE. 

VencrabiU CHAUCER, principall poetc but pere, 

HcTinly trumpet, orlegc and regukre. 

In eloquence b«Inic,cundiA and dial!, 

MylkT fuuntanc, clerc ftrand, and ruis riall. 

Of frefchc enditc throw Albiuun iland braid. DOUGLAS. 
O reverend CHAUCER ! rofe of rcthouris all. 

As in cure toung hour imperial 

Thatraifeifl Britlnncevir,nuha reidis right 

Thou beirit of Makers tlH: triumphs royaU, 

The frefchc enamilt tcrmc« cclefliall : 

This mater couth l.aif illnminit full bricht, 

"\Va» thou nucht, of our Inplis 3II the lig^^t, 

Surmounting every tounR tcrrcl'riall 

As far as Mavi's nio.row dois ini<lni''hr. r>UNP.AR. 
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POETICAL WORKS 

GEOFFREY CHAUCER. 

VOL. IV. 

COIfTAlNINO atS 

CANTERBURY TALES, viz. 



TOS riANKCLKINESTALE, I TBZ PlIORESSCSTALC, 
TRB OOCTOUR£9 TALE, I THE JUME OF SIRE TUUPAS. 
THE PAKDONEKE8 TALE, I THE TALE OP MCLIBEUS, 
THE fHirMANNBSTALE, | THE MONKEf TALE, 

err. bfc tfe. 



I caa riglU mem bo tlid Ay T«le iSda* 

Jtat CMAIICER,(tliongh He cu kat l««e<lf 

Ob flactret awl oa rimlag cnftily) 

Hath fliiTd hem U (Wlcke BnglUh M he caa 

Of oUc UflMt aa kaotMtiiniaay aaaai 

iUd II he Jiavt not &rd hcas, leva broUMf, 

I«ebeofc,hahathftiTdhemla M o th er»— 

WAofothatwolhi*laxiBV<dBflufiBte. TALU,««r. 4465. 

Dan CHAUCEK, weUof Eii#lii vadell'd, 
4kk Paaoe** etccaal bead-ratl withf te be iPtf— • 
Old Oaa Oefff«r, la whofe feaMe f^tight 
The pare weU<Jwad of poctrr did d waO— • 
Be whllft he lived was the fovcnlgac head 
OffhephewlaaU-.~.~ tPZKSBK. 

Old CH AOCEJl, Uke themotaiag ftar« 
To lu dircovcn day from far { 
His Uffht thofe miiU aad clouds dilToU^d 
Which oar dark nation loag iavolv'd } 
Bat IM defccndiac to the fliades 
Sarhaefs again the age I avades . DENHAM. 

CH A UCER, liim who flrfl with hanaoay Inform'd 
Thelaagoage of our fathert..^ls legend* blithe 
He faag of love or kaiet>thood, or the wiJea 
Of borody life, thro' each eflaie aad a^e 
The faflrioas and the follies of the world 
With cunninx hand portraying^— 
nlm wfao in liinc^— •— 
Dark aad untau>ibt began with charming verlb 
To tame tiMrudcnefsofhis native land. ARENSIDE. 
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THEFRANKELEINESPROLOGUE. 

In faith, Squier, tbon haft thee we>'yquit^ 10985 

And gentxUjF : I preife wel thf wit» 

Quod the Fr ankelein. Confidering thin youtke 

80 £eiingly thou ^lekeft, Sire, I aloue the 

As to nay dsoae ther u non that k here 

Of eloquence that flial be thy pere 10990 

If that thon Hve : God yeve thee goode chance, 

And in vertoe iend-tkee continuance, 

For of thy fpdcing 1 have gret deintee. 

I have a f<me» and by the Triniteo 10994 

It were me lever than twenty pound worth load. 

Though it right now were fallen inmy hood. 

He were a man of fwiche difcretios 

As that ye ben. Fie on poficflioa 

But if a man be Tertuous withal ! 

1 have my Tone fnibbed and yet ihal, X ic co 

For he to vertue liRerh not to entend, 

But for to play at dis and to difpend, 

•^r. 1098^. tn faitb, Squier] The authorities for giving this 
1>rologue to The Prankdein, and for placing his Tale titxt to 
'Dte Squieres, are mff. A, AJk. 1,2, HA. Bod. 0c. y. In mf. (^ , 
there is a blank of near two pages at the end of The Squieres 
Tale,butTheFrankelein'8Ta]efollows,beginnixigat ver. 1 1066. 
This arrangement is alfo fupportcd by c^Ca. 2. For the reft 
Cec tlie Di/cour/f, t^c. ^ 15. 

Auj 



6 TKt rxAnaiitmi raoLoon; I 

Xnd kb ■& tku h* hub, ■■ his B^ai 

Asd kc Ind lenr tilkcn wiib k p^c 

TluB tBMftusu&e with 1117 pencil wight UOQJ 

Thahe Bti^bt Icren gentincak ar^t. 

Scnw Sic yMT^aitiUdfe! ^moi oar HaSe. 
VliU f Pnukelcin, parde. Sire, Hcl then wiA 
That cdw of yon woec tclleit St the kft 
ATaleortwo, erbnlcDbiibdefi. tniS 

T)ut know 1 «e1. Sire, qood the Fm&dein: 
lpnyyoaha*ethnK dm indifdeia 
Though 1 10 thi* DUD fpche a word or tw«> 

Tell oa tby Talc wilhonlea wordet aw. 

GhdlfiSirc HdQc, qood be, I nol obey itoij 
UmoTODrtrtll: nowhtrfcenctb what Ifcyt 
1 wol yoB DM coDtriTicD in no wife, 
J^> rrrwthatmywiltcsmaylDfGcc 
I pny to Godihitil m»j pUlen jron. 
Than wot I wfl thit it ii good jnow. now 

ThifeoMe genlil Bretomin hirdajci 
CSAinrt: asenturci madeo lajea 
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TBI ffmAxzttnwtf vE9Sjadot»' f 

/cd^ Ur Mb Bntaii tooge, 
ii hycf with hir inftnniiciits diey fenge, 
lefredd^hemferlitri4daiioe« II035 

on of hem bm«e I in ranembmicty 

Aj QfOajgocmar tlnn» fbt 140 1- 

!>•€•■ «mc»» lie fli afcm« 

y OnlmiwiT Ic Ul tmtWK, 
<|niaai fait A tefy« « m rvIVy 
Ooat «ft a olr to 
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Aftm iM pl«S, • bin !• voil. 

Da tol f» Imm MMM dMvnnil 

<^«trittin»«aeuit, ^ 

rw qool U te At • iaat. 

noftm le B« vat emir « rfiTf 

B Jco I'M trmrc M </Mr, 

Oe TtfAram V 4« U rrtBCt 

Jte Imr nuir ^ teat Ai Am, 

Dant il eurcat mdate dolar» 

Pvto amforeat ea oa Jur. 

[n one pardcular Chaucer (oei fhrtber (fts I roncBiber} than 
Marie, when he fiiys that theiie lays were 

SLIm^fgd la hlr flrllt ftratoa to ate ■ ■ 
Ifrim^yedbc underftcxMl to mean written In rhyme, but it may 
very wdl figniry only verfified. Indeed the editor of the DLTio - 
noire de la laniuje Bretonne, fay Dom Pellet-rr, feem* to doubc 
irhetberthe Amorican lang;uagel>eca|>atrie(^anyfortof poetical 
liarmonys ** Nous ne voyonspas que not Bretons Armoricains 
" ayent cnltir^e la poSfie; et la lanrgue telle qotls la parlcnt, 
** ne paroh pas pouvoir fe pHer H la mefure, i la douceur ct It 
** la harroonie de* vert.** Pref. p. ix. A ftrange doubt in iiim, 
vdioinlglit have fiiund in the diAlonary which he has puM'ih- 
ed quotations firoin two Armorican poems, tfiz. les Propketies 
ie OwinttaftZnd La Dejfrudion de yerufalem^ botli in rhyme. 
See Aredfea, Bagat. And he himfelf fpealcs, in the fame prof;; cc, 
^. vili. of ** La vjjc de 8. Gwcnolfi, premier Abb€ de La/Jdcve- 
* nee, 6critc en ver«.*» The oldcft mf. however now Wnovf u If 
:he langua^ ,'accordlng to hit account^ U t,V\aX co^^.^^^\>^'?L^ 
vnfir/Uj ite Owiffgiaff^ written in X4S0» 



6 THE YKANKIlrEINIS FtOLfrOmt 

And lefe aQ that he hath, is his v6gt i 

And he had lever talken with a page 

Than to xomniane with any g^entil wight . ZIOOJ 

Ther he Might leren gentilleflb aright* 

Straw for your gentillefle ! qaod our Hofte* 
What ? Frankelein, parde, Sire, wel thou woft 
Thatecheofyonmotetelleoattheicft ■ . ■ 

ATaleortwo, orhrekeahisbeheft. 11010 

That know I wel. Sire, qnod the Ftaokdeiii : 
I pray yon haveth me not in difdeia 
Though I to this man fpckc a word or two. 

Tell on thy Tale withonten wordes mo. 

Gladly, Sire Hofle, quod he, I vrtA obey 1 1015 
Unto your will : now herkeneth what I kji 
I wol you not contrarien in no wiie. 
As fer as that my wittes may fuffice. 
I pray to God that it may plefen yon. 
Than wot I wel that it is good ynow. . Iioao 

Thife olde gentil Bretons in hir dayea 
Of diYcrfs a ventures maden layes 

■^ . 1 1 o z I . Tbi/e olde gentil Bretons^ Of the cc^edion of Brklfll 
lays by Marie fomething has been faid In the Dijcourfe^ t5*c. 
n. Z4. I will here only quote a few paflfages from that ailkc- 
tion, to {hew how exadly Chaucer andlhe agree In their man* 
net of fpeaking of the Annorican bards. The layof £Uduscoi>> 
eludes thus, xnf. Harl. 978, foL 181 j ' 

De Paventure de cet trei* 
Li auntien Bretun curteU 
Firent li lai pur remembrerv 
qe hum acl JcuA pat obUcr. 



Kimeyedinliirfirftfi Breton tonge. 

Which layet with hir inftroinentft they fengey 

OreUeiredd^hemfiDrfairidelaiicey liosj 

Aadonofhembrnvelinremembniicty 

The Iftf of Girigoemtf tlnn» fbt i4d'i' 

Wu OalgB wtr Ic tM tWf»K»" 

Omu «ft a olr U ao^ 
The la^ of ChontStQ beghit fioL 171 i 



*>c .dc ftoft, • bin !• voil. 
Da lal ft Imm taait ck«?rtraU 



^Jjht TCrfu n» «icaat»- 
Vw «ul U fe At • AiBt 
rhOm le BM vat omfr « 4ir« 
B|Ml>aitrova««<^krtt, . . 

Da THAram V 4a U Mfaa, 
1^ tar aMar foi Caat Ai if^ 

BfeatilaanaCflMlatadelary 

firii aauvnat aa oa Jar. 

IB onoiwtfciihnr (^laiiccr goei ftar^ier (ta rrsnfaAber^tlHiR 
Marie, when he ikys that thdh layt were 

AAaoMi la hlr ftrfta 9rali>a toaie— ^ 
Urimijudbe oaderftood to mean written In rhyme, but it may 
very wdH fignlfy only verfified. Indeed the editor of thie Di3id • 
noire de la Laniue Breumntt hy Dom Pellet'rr, feemt to doubC 
whetherthe Aaiorican laoguagebecapatrieofany fort of poetical 
harmony} ** Nous ne voyonspas que noa Bretons Armoricains 
" ayent coltlv^e la poSfie; et la lanfue telle qo^ls la parlent, 
** ne paroft pas pouvoir fe pller H hi mefuro, i la douceur ct i 
** la harmonie do vers." Fref. p. tx. A ftrange doubt In him, 
yfAio ml^t have Itmod In the diAlonary whi(£ he has publfih- 
ed quotatkNia flrom two Armorlcan poems, -m*. let Propbeties 
de OvniiiU^,»nA la D^rudioH de yerufalentt both in rhyme. 
See jtrabat. Bagat. And he himfelf fpeaks, in the fiime preface, 
p. viH. of ** La v^ de S. Gwenol6, premier Abb6 de Landeve- 
•• nee, 6crlte en Tcrs." The oldcii mf. however now known in 
the lai^i^ (according to his account) is that containing ics 
Frofbeties de Ownifaf, written in 1450. 




I flialim7n«iAfMA.«i0bailMiM 
Baft. Sink bsoNrfa I MB a ImokI Ma^ 
At iDir begiiuiiiiip firft I-yoii WliKiMi 
Hairc me frrafcdrf aqr fdei^achfts 1ID|I 

I Icmed never riietoffte oeAftins 
Thing thatl^pdusitmocebdmcaodplMi 
I flept never oo the Moont of Pienufii^ ' 
Ne lemcd MarauTnilhis Cicerow 
Colours ne know I non, withoncen drede, IICJj 
Bat fwichecoloon M gnmealn the mede. 
Or eUes fwiche a^men die with or peinte; 
Colours of rhetorike ben to me qoeinte ; 
My fpirit feleth not of fwiche materet 
But if jou luA my Tale ihul ye here* I lOiy 

THE FRANKELEINES TALE. 

In Armorike, that called is BretaignCy 

Thcr was a knight that loved and.did his peine 

To fenre a ladi^ in his bcAe wife, 

And many a labour^, many a gret emprife. 

He for his lady wrought or flic were wonne, I lOi 

For ihe was on the faireft under fonne. 

And eke therto comen of fo high kinrede 

That wel unnethes duril this knight for drede 

Tbe Frankelelrus Tale} Aureliiu, after much labour and C 
beilowed to win the love of Dorigen, another roan's wife 
content in the end, through the good dealing of her and 
h ufband , tolofe bolVv \\\* \atK^ux %tv^cv>%. The ico^ of tlui 1 
i^cmcth to be a conicatiou <^i couxxtf^. Utr^i^ 



THE rXANKCLEINES TALE. f 

Tell hire his wo, his peine, and his diflrcfie : 

Byf at the lail (he for his worthinefle, 1 1050 

And namely for his-mekc oheyfance. 

Hath fwiche a pitee caught of his penance. 

That prively ihe fell of his accord 

To take him for hire hufbond and hire lord, 

(Of fwiche lordihipasmen han over hir wives) 1 1055 

Andf for to lede the more in blilTe hir lives. 

Of his free will he fwore hire as a knight 

That never in all his lif he day ne night 

l^e ihuldfc take upon him no maiftrie 

Agains hire will, ne kithe hire jalonfie, I ic6o 

But hire obey, and folwe hire will in al, 

As any lover to his lady ihal. 

Save that the name of foverainetee. 

That wold he han for ihame of his degree. 

She thonked him, and with ful grethumblefle x 1 065 

She faide. Sire, fin of your gentillefle 

Ye profren me to have fo large a reine, 

Ne wolde God never betwix us tweine, 

As in my gilt, were either wcrre or flrif : 

Sire , I wol be your humble trewe wif , 1 10 70 

Have here my trouth, till that myn herte breile. 

Thus ben they both in quiete and in reile. 

For o thing. Sires, faufly dare I feie, 
That frendes everich other mud obeie, 
If they wol longe holden conipagnle : ^i^7S 

hoye wol not be condreined by maiflrie : 




■ , ■ ..■ I • 



Whan iniUbk coflMth UH»jpHl;of JLowi 

Love is a thing M aiiy,%irit free. 

Women of load dcfimlibeitce, IK 

And not to lie conilrenft^ a» « tbnl ( 

And fo 4mi ttictt» If £»tlil|[. i fii|r fluit 

|,Ake» ivbo.tkat k«M& {Mticot in l«t» 

He is at JusaasodyaM abovs. 

Patience is ai^lMgh ^mtma ccttaio^ IH 

For it TenqniAcifebras thife dtriKO^iaifv 

Thinges that rigour arrer ibnlde atteiae^ 

For every word men may not chide or pleiae. 

Lemeth to fuffrcn, or, fo mote f goo. 

Ye ihul it lerne whether ye wol or non ; X I 

For in this world certain no wight tker ia 

That he ne doth or faytb kmtime amis. . 

3pCt fikne.flre» or conAcUatfon, 

Win, wo, or cinngio^ of compIeaton» 

Caufeth f ul oft to don anus or fpdcen : 1 1 

On every wroAg a man.may not be wrckea. 

After the timemaft be temperance 

To every wight that can of governance : 

Andtherfore hath this, worthy wife knight 

( To Uvea in eib) i a£&ance hire behight, XJ 

And (he to him fol wifly gan to fwere 

That never (huld ther be dcfaute In here. 

Here may men feen an himible wife accord; 
Thus hath &e take bixt {crt?^ %n<i\iice iord« 



mu» rmu^ ir 



tiaiofe-MH'MMlflianmfi. Iiicj 

vw Iw bodi fai lotdiUp sod femfB f 

ef 1UJ, batio ktiUh^ ■! abow, 

hafh both Ut bdfftod lot love ; 

y certct, lad bit wif aHb, 

bich chat law of love Mcovietht*. IIIM 

ban he wasinaiif pmlpeiitee 

with his wif he guth to hit ciIbirc» 

* £po Pemaaric, dier hk dwcBag WBiy 

It he Itftth io Uifle and u fiiiai. 

icoade tell, bat he had wedded be, lissj 

ye,theefe, andthe p f ofp e ritee , 

I betwiK an holbeiid and hit wif ? 

and more hifteth thit bliifiil li^ 

t this knight, of which i Ipake of thiiSy 

f Cairrad was ckped Amras^vt, III90 

bim to gon and dwelle a yere or twaiae 

^ekmd, that dcpcd was eke Bretaigiie, 

113. tf$tfirfr9 rnmaHt] Tte bet tnC hsvc Uun- 
thli name } thqr write it PeiiiMri ; bat mC 5m1. flc. f. 
Ca. a, have it r^a — Pnmark. The later cditt. luve 
it rifUcoIoolly enough into Denmari.^-'^PgmHari is 
I the inapt apon the weflkm coaft of Bret^lie, between 
LPottL'Oriefit. Watfiogham meiitiofwa^efceotof the 
A 1403, a/»iM^ Pautrebt (r. Penmarcb) p. 369. See lo- 
7. </r Jlrrr. t. i. p. ;e 3. In the lame hiftory de Penmarc 
rttf frequently as a fiiinity name. The etymology of 
1, from p<n (caputs mont) and mark (limes, rcgioj ia 
y Britilh. 

120. Qiirrud] This word is alfo of BrttUh original, fif;- 
he red city, aa eair futnt in this U\ai\d tii^\fue^\.^uK 
7. AnrJngus it i knovra Britilh name ttwi OB(&^a&% 
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To fekc in armcs worftiip and honour, 

( For all his lad he fet in fwiche labour) 

And dwelte ther two yere : the book faith thus. IIII5 

Now woi i ftint of this Arviragus, 
And fpekc I wol of Dorigcnc his wif, 
That loveth iiire hufbond as hire hertes lif. 
For his abfence wepeth (he and fiketh. 
As don thife noble wives whan hem liketh : XII30 
She morncth, waketh, wailcth, faileth, pleineth : 
Dcfir of his prefence hire fo diftraineth 
That a]I this wide world (he fet at nought. 
Hire frendes, which that knew hire bevy thought, 
Comforten hire in all that ever they may ; 1 1 135 
They prechen hire, they telle hire night and day 
That caufeles (he deth hircfelf, alas ! 
And every comfort poffible in this cas 
Thfy don to hire with all hir befinclTe, 
Al for to make hire leve hire hevinclTe. Ill^t 

By proccfio, as yc knowen evcrich on, 
^len niowc fo longe g^raven in a (Ion 
Til fom figure thcrin cmprcntcd be : 
So long lun thfjy comforted hire til (he 
Hrccivcd hath, by hope and by rcfon, XII45 

The t-mprcming of hir confolution, 
'l"hur^?;h which hire grttc forwe gan ^K\^^gt : 
She may not alway duren in fwiche rage. 

■^. 1 T I : r Dor/>.'vi'] Droguen or Dorpjen wra« the name of 
tlu- wife oJ" Alain I. Zoix/icvW, t. p. 70. Sec aUb the index tot.iL 

7, 
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ilJMl idw Arnnpu» in ill Hits care, 

Hath feotiiNlettniliome of his welfare, liijA 

And dttt be wol come InftUj q;aiii, 

vf ciiBiliH'tMi fivWB Utiebefte flain* 

Hnv frendet linr lure fi)Hre ^«n to flake, 
Aad preidejB Ktre fw kaeei^fer Goddea fake, 
ToeomeandiioiBehivkircompagiiie* xi(55' 

Awey to diiMJi nre dmre nuDtaue t 
ited, finally, flie-graated that reqoeft. 
For wcl flie law that it irit for the beft. 

Mow flnod hire caftelfafle by the fee, 
And dftea with hite frendea-walked flie, 1 1 1 60 
Hire to difponeo OK the iMbdL an hie, 
WhvM ihc tauoy a Ihip and harge fie 
flailing hir coora wher as hem lift to go : 
Bat than waa tint a parcel of hire wo. 
For to hirefelf fbl oft, aha! faid ihe, 1 1 i6j 

la ther no iiip, of fo many as I fee, 
Wol kriofen home my lord ? tlian were my hcrte 
Al waiiAed of liis bitter peines imerte. 

" Another time weld flie fit and thinke. 
And caft hire cyen doon ward fro the brinke ; 1117^ 
BqI whan flieiaw the grifly rockes blake. 
For Teray fcre fo wold hire herte quake 
That on hire fieet fiie mig^ hire not fuftene : 
Than wold flie fit adoun opon the grcne, 
And pitoofly into the fee behold, 1 1 1 75 

And lay right thus, with careful fikes cold : 

Kthtm Jr. B 



I 
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lit erne God ! that thur^h thy pnrreance 
l^edctt this world by certain governance, 
]n idel, amnion fain, ye nothing make: 
But , liurd ! thii'c frrilly fcudly rockes blake, II z8o 
"^I'hat fcnien rather a foule confullon 
Ol werk than anv faire creation 
Of fwiche a parfit wife God and ftable, 
\<\\\ han ye wrought this werk unrefonable ? 
For hy this werk north, fouth, ne weft, ne eft, 1 1 185 
'I her n'is yfoitrcd man, ne brid,ne beft : 
It (iorh 00 good to my wit, but anoyeth. 
See yc not, Lord ! how mankind it dcftroyeth \ 
An hundred tiioufand bodies of mankind 
1 1 an rockci> Huin, al be they not in mind, Z 1 1^^ 

^\■ })it h nvinkind is fo faire part of thy werk, 
'J liou ma- left it like to thynowcn merk. 
T I an, f^nuth it, yehadagret chcrtee 
1*()\v:>ru mankind; but how than may it be 
'i lui ye 1\\ iche mencs make it to dcftroyeu, 11195 
ASirch num-b don no good, but ever anoycn \ 

1 v.'otc wcl clerkes wol fain as hem left. 
By ar^mrcnts, tliat all is for the beft, 
TIki.. \\ \ 1 c: can the caufes nought yknow; 
Ih.t thiikc (jod that made the wind to blow II20O 
.\. !.; ; t ".y Ir r J. ; tl is is my ccncluiion 5 
'\\> ( '( ■ ivct Icto I :•'.! difputiibn • 
\S\x vvi.ltlc ('(m! that all thife rockebblake 
Vt'cr. Ibnkcn iuto hellc for hib fake : 
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- ixao5 

Tbw wold At jywirtfMiny a ptteat ttfe. 
7 Hlrefreiidesfinriliafcttwaaiiodifport 
To romea bjr the ice, biit.£icoiiii(»rt| 
And fliape (lemlbr to phrtcn fomwbcr ellci. 
ThejledenhiicbyiifenaiidbjweUc*, iiiio 
And eke in othev pboci deUtaUe; 
Tbej dancen, and tiiey pby at cfaes and tables. 
So on a day, right IB the morwe tide, - 
Unto a gardinl^at was ther beiuky 
In which that they had made hir ordinance iizif 
Of ^itaiUe and of other pvreance. 
They gan vid plaie hem all the longe day ; 
And this was on the iixte morwe of May, 
IVhich May had peioted with his foftc Ihoures 
This garden ful of le ves aod of floures : 1 1 2 20 

And craft of maones hood £0 curioufly 

Arrayed had this gardin trcwely, 

That never was ther gardin of fwiche pris. 
But if it were the veray Paradis. 

l*he odoar of floures and the frcihe fight 1 1 2 25 

Wold han ymaked any hcrte light 

That ever was boro, but if to gret fikeneile 

Or to gret forwe held it in diftreiTe, 

So ful it was of beautee and pleiauce. 

Aod after dinner gonnen they to dance 11230 

And fing aUb, faaf Dorigene alone, 

Which made alway hire corophint andKvct tc\^^^> 



|6 TBt VRARJMUSXat tMXBm 

For ibe ne Taw him an^tbt-duice go- 
That wa9 hire faoiboiid Mid luraJ0(ff8alfi»« 
But natfaelet ibe mnft athne abido, - ' '^^^S 

And with good hope let bin iorwe flide» 
Upon this dance» am<mget,otheffinen^ 
Danced a fqiiicr be£nre Dorigca ' ' 
That firelher was and jolier oLathffr 
Aitomydome,thBnuitbC;moBtb«f Miy; ' ns^o 
He fingcth, dapceth, paffioig any mta 
That is or was fin that the world begau; 
Therwitbhe was, if meo flioU him diibive. 
On of the befle faring men oniiire ; * 

Y ong, fti^ong, and vertnoos^ and rkhe, and wilet 
And wel beloved, and holden in grec ptifik I ia44 
And, fliortly, if the (bth I teUen find, 
Unweting of this Dorigene at al. 
This lufty fquier, fervant to Venns, 
Which that ydeped was Anrelias, IlftfO 

Had loved hire bed of any creatare 
Two yere and more, as was hisaventure. 
But never doril he tell hire his grevance : 
Withouten cup he dranke all his penance. 

-^. 1 1 z^a Aureliusi This name, thoagh of Roman orifrliul« 
was common, we may prefome, among the Britons. On« cf 
the princes mentioned by Gildas was called Aurellus Conanuss 
another Britilh kin{; is named Aurdlos Amfarofius by Ge£n«y 
of Monmoutb. It may be renMtkcU of tlih lafi antlior, dut al- 
though he has not paid the Icaft regard, to .truth ia hit nfna* 
tion ot fads he has ^een very atteaove to prubablUtj in ^ 
names both of per (bns and plaees. 



He t^MitfUiriiiify-a^dHrigdotfl hefty, 11255 

aMflnliiifiy%*|btnilntwoldhewraj ^ 

Hit wo, It in a gcanilctaipbliiiiig ; 

He faid he lofed uoA wm heloved nothing. 

Of fmdie nmtBn snide he min j byet, 

fionget, complaintety Teondefay wcltyet ; 11260 

How!that he dotfteuot fait Ibrwe telle. 

But langoiflw^ it'doch a-Forie in heUe 3 

And die he onift,hc laid, it did Ecco 

For Naccifliit, that dorft not tell hire wo. 

In other maner than ye here me fay X1265 

Me dorft he not to hire hit wo bewray, 
Sauf that paraventnre ibmtime at dancet, 
Ther yonj^e folk kepen hir obfervanccs, 
I r may wel be he loked on hire face 
In fw iche a wife at man thatiixeth grace ; 11270 
But nothing wide ihe of his enteht. 
Nathelef it happed or they thennet went, 
fiecaufe that he was hire neighcbour, 
And was a man of worihip and honour, 
And had yknowtn him of time yore, 1 1 2 75 

They fell in fpeche, and forth ay more and more 
Unto his jmrpos drow AareUiift, 
And whan he faw his time he faide thns : 

ir. 1 1X62. as dotb .t F'xric In bcfU2 K »• <» /»''. in mfl". C. i , 
.4^, I, a, HA. whic!i perhaps ou^ht to hAvc'^btcn followed, 
though I cannot fay thxt I ivell underftand either of the read- 
Ingl. FUrjf and fitp- hare been confounded before, vcr. i6'i6. 
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Madame, quod he, by God that thit world maAtf 

So that I wift it might your hcrte gfade, X laSt 

I wold that day that your Anringna 

Went over fee that I Aorelioa 

Had went thcr i ihuld nerer come agaiot 

For wel I wot my (ervice isin.Taio ; 

My guerdon n'is bat breiUag of mm hcrte. xllSj 

Madame, rueth upon my peinea fimrtey 

Tor with a word ye may me fleen or fave. 

Here at your feet God woU that I were grave. 

1 ne have as now no leifer more to fey: 

Have mercy, fwete ! or ye wol do me dey. I Iljt 

She gan to loke upon Aurclius: 
Is this your will, (quod ihe) and fiiy ye thus f 
Never crfl (quod (he) ne will I what ye ment. 
But now, Aurelie, I know your entenc 
By thilke God that yaf me foule and lif . x 1295 
Ne Ihal I never ben an untrewe wif 
In word ne werk, as fer as I have wit ; 
I wol ben his to whom that I am knit: 
Take this for final anfwer as of me. 
But after that in play thus faide flie : x 130O 

Aurelie, (quod (he) by high God above 
Yet wol I granten you to ben your love, 
(Sin I you fee fo piiouflycomplaine.) 
Loke*, what day that endelong Bretaigne 
Vc remue all the rockes fton by fton, Hi^S 

That they ne Icucn ftv\^ nt\i^vi\a ^^w\ 



i&r. 



Hiireliet«i|i]^JMtli,mi&ilMteterl€n9 11310 

For wcl I wo^ twMi it sni bcsvce dcmub* 

IjCt fwicbe folie out «f yoorliflrtie gfide t 

Whit demtee JnU a Hu Inm io hifrUi 

For im go iMeaao^ariiiamict wif 

Tlut hMhJufK hody whan tint ci«r hoB Jaoeth ? 

Anrdiotliil gftcn teefilntth.;. 11316 

It tber aoo otber gnceiii ymJ fMd ha. 

No, bj tlmt Lord, qnod ilie» tlMft aufaed vc 
V^rtmn Anrelie wfaao tint ha tluB hesdy 
Andwithaforwefiillieitehethiwaiifmerd: 11320 

MadaoBCy qood he, this were impoffiUe ; 
Than mofte I die of foden derb bonible. 
And widi that word he tumed him anom 

Tho con&htre-ochcv frendeamany on. 

And to the alleyet romed op-and doon, x 13 ^5 

And nuthing wift.of thit coaclafioan, 

Bat fodenly begonnen revel newe. 

Til that the brigfate ibone had loiL hit hewe, 

Fqr the oriaoat had reft the ibimfr hb light, 

(This iaaamnch to faynaiit was night) 1 1330 

And home thej gon in mirthe andin folatt 

Sauf only wrecche Aorelios, alas ! 

^. 1 1 317* £r tbtr run otber grace} I have intetcd thefe two 
lines ia this place upon the authority of mf. it fti^v^uxid b^f 
vaS.E.B9d.i, TbeyIuveufuiUybeenpU£i^«|tUXNCXA\^\^< 



to «■•*»«&: 

He to his bmu is goo with ibrwdU iMttA t ' 

He faith he may not firan his deth lAcrte: 

Him femeth that he Idthisherte cold. ' lljjf 

U p to the heven his hoiidfii fifl he hold. 

And oD hishoees hue he fist him dooo. 

And ID his imviog uid his onuNU. 

For Teray Wioost of his wit he hfudc{ 

He n'ifte what he fpake, b«t thus he iaide; 11349 

With pitoos hate his phiot hath he hegonne 

Unto the goddes, and firft unto the Soniiek 

He faid, Apollo ! god and govemour 

Of every plante, herfae, tree, and floor, 

Hiat yeveft after thy declination 1X345 

To eche of hem his time and his fefon. 

As that thin herbergh changeth low and hie. 

Lord Phebus ! caft thy merciable eie 

On wrecche Aurelie, which that am bnt lome : 

I.o , Lord ! my lady hath my deth yfworne 1 13 jO 

\V : ihouten gilt, but thy benignitce 

U|u n my dedly herte have fom pitee x 

For wel 1 wot, Lord Phebus, if you left, 

Yc may me helpen fauf my lady beft. 

No w- voucheth fauf that I may you deviie 111$$ 

Hr)w that I may be hoipe, and in what wife. 

Vour bJisful fuller, Lucioa tiie ihcne, 
That of the fee is chief goddeife and quene, 
1 ])< 'Ugh Neptunus have deitee in the fee, 
Yu cmptuze aboven Vum U ftit ; 11 36b 



YBK rftANK£LeiNC9 TALK. %t 

Ye knowe wel. Lord, that right u hire defire 

Is %o be quicked tnd lighted of yoar fire. 

For which ihe folweth you ful befily, 

Right fo the fee defireth naturelly 

To folwen hire, a« ihe that is goddefle i^3^S 

Both in the fee and rivers more and lefie : 

Wherforc, Lord Pfaebus ! this is my requeft, 

X>o this miracle, or do minherte breft. 

That now next at this n{ypofition, 

^Vhich in the figne fhal be of the Leon, I '3 70 

As preyeth hire fo gret a flood to bring. 

That five fadome at the led it overfpring 

The higbefl rock in Armorike Bretaigne, 

And let this flood enduren yeres twaane; 

Than certes to my lady may I lay, 1 1 3 75 

Holdeth your heft, the rockes ben away« 

Lord Phebus ! this miracle doth for me. 

Prey hire (he go no failer cours than ye ; 

I fay this, preyeth your fufter that flie go 

No fader cours than ye thife yeres two, I x 3 8o 

TJian flial (he ben even at ful alway, 

And fpring-flood laften bothe night and day. 

And but flie vouchefauf in fwiche manere 

To graunten me my foveraine lady derc. 

Prey hire to finken every rock adoun I £3 85 

Into hire owen derke regioun 

Under the ground, ther Pluto dwelieth in. 

Or ncvermo flud I my lady win. 



AoU «ilA tfeM wnid«fana« bcU 



Cfah btt fcf — w*^ .r >« «tj lite grfc 

(Aibc^Mw^chn^Kdu Boor) 

> II II— I ■■! t T vstlliT mea: 

O^kvU Mt Aa* aai* tboB Uoiigca ! 
Tkchd *jr hft) WI^M iD tlun um^ 
Ik bt^ laigh*, *■ w-nhf HUB of B« 



TalaK«(kwe«kbidiird>«n><!n>wi -I 

Bw daKEtli.ia&cilt. ib1 Bokak may chen 
AaJ ihiM in joT* ±i>^ kt& t let hm dwell, I 
And uTtlw liie Aiailsia troi I wlL | 

In Uagmi »od in rik7ir.eai CunoBm i 

Two yrr* and muii Iit v, rc;ehe.i AanHm 
Er ir,j' foot no erthe he mighti goo ; ■ 
Ne comlon ia tbii time ne had be doo 



L'E TRAVCririNrS TALE. 

•thrr, whirh ifsur wt^ ». citrk 

i Puirph-i!!- i-.' . .W.J" -• . 
holt vii.'if -•-• J«.r • I— .:.. 
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%% THE rRAWKKLtlNBS TALC. 

Thy temple in Dclphos wol I barefoot feke. 
Lord Phebus! fee the teres on my cheke, 1 139* 
An J 6n uiy peine have fom compaflioun. 
Ari'i with that word in forwe he fell adoun. 
And long^c time he lay forth in a trance. 
tU- brother, which that knew of his penance, 
V 1^ ca.i;r ht him^ and to bed he hath him brought. 
Dih'circd in this turment and this thought 1139^ 
l.ct ^ tliis woful creature lie, 
Ch'.Ic he for me whether he wol live or die. 

Arvirajini^ with hele *nd jjret honour 
(A' he tliac was of chevah ic the flour) II4C« 

Is ( omen home, and other worthy men : 
O, liii.-«ful art thou now thou Dorigren ! 
'Jh.ii hcill thy lufly hufbond in thin armcs, 
"^riic trelht knight, the w.)rthy man of armes, 
TJiat lovetli thee as his ovVen h-rtcs iiu II4C5 

Nothing iill him to be i.nr.giuutif 
If .'.i^y wight !iad fpohe while he was oute 
T(< hif? of lo^/c : he Jiad of that no doute : 
lie iiot entei;u'-th to uo fwichc mutcrc, 
J^ut danceth, juiVth, and makcth mt* r> chore. II4W 
Aiul thus in joye and blilfc I let hem dwtll. 
And of the fike Aurelius wol 1 tell. 

In langour and in turn: cut furious 
Two ycre and more lay wrccehed Aurelius 
y.r iii.y foot on crche he migbte j^on ; • IX4I5 

Nt; comfort in this iviac titi Vva^d he non 



ftraff o(hk1mllhikv<MldittrMt^wi• a ckik : 

He knew of all tUi wo tnd all thb werki 

Vot 10 non odurateafe certain . 

Oftbitniaterehedorftenowordlaitt: 1x420 

Under his breft he bm ii; moce fecree 

Than ever did Pamphifait far Galtthee. 

Km breft was |iole wichonten for to feen, 

Bttt in his herte ay was tbearwe-kcae, 

AndwelyeknowvthttofafurfiuiQra 11425 

In forgerie is perildas the eore, 

Bm men night touch the arwe or come therby . 

His brother wepedi and waiieth .priftly. 
Til acihe laft bint iell in remembrance 
That white he was at Orleannce in France, 1 1 4 30 
As yonge derkes that ben likerous 
To reden artes that ben curious 

^. I I4a». Pampbilusfor Galatbee] Mr. Urry, tnifled by hit 
claficsl letrnlng, hat altered this moft Ucentioufly — 

Tbaa HfyfbemuM did/ir Gmlmtbet. 
But tiie allulion to plainly to tbc firft lines of a Latin poem 
which wu very popular in the time of Chaucer, in which one 
Pampbibu ^vea s hillory orhftamour with Oalatta.—Tbc puem 
bcgiJU thus* mf. CottOHt Titus, JL xx. } 

IMer PMmpbiU. 
▼stocrar at dauAifn potto fob peAore tehun^ 
Cicikll at aSMne plaga dolovque mibi. 
Xc ftftentit adUioc aon aadeo dicerc nomca^ • 
Nee ftset aTpeAu* plaga videre fuo*. 

Thto poem by the name of PampbUiu to quoted in our Autlu)r> 

Mdibeua. It to extant in mf. in many libraries, and it hab alio 

been printed more than once. 'Leyjer, ffijl. Poet. Medii 4C'x/, 

^ao7it((i7i.} Catal, Oakaat, n, »3J,%z^ 



' StUen in every haike and eiery hcTM 

He him remembrcd that upon a J*f 
t At Oricionce inftndie a book he bj 

I Of niagike nalarel, which hi> felaw. 
I'haL was that time i bacheler of bw, 
U were he [her to letne another traft 
■ladprivcly upon hii deft ylofc; 
IVhich book Tpske cnoche ofopetatioi 
Touching the eight -and- twenty maiil 
rhu loiigen to tlie mone, and fnriclie 
kt'ia aur^yeiD'ii not worths Bie; 
?or holy chertbet fiith, in our belcve, 
He fuffreth nan il]u£on us to grtve. 
Kai whan this book WM in hi) remer 
^noB for jnye his herte gan to ilance, 
^.ndlo himfclf he faied prlvely, 
My brother (hal be waiiihcd ha&ily; 
'or r itn likcr that thct be fciencei 
]y which men ntakeii divert apparent 
Iwiche *i thife fubtil tregetoureiplaj 
all 
lit 



For oft at feflcs have I wel herd fay 



tae ^RANKELtlXCSTALC. 2? 

That trepctourei, within an hallc large, 1 1 4i 5 

Have made come i» a water and a barge, 

the nxme of Jogdoiir wa», In a manner, appropriated to tliofc 
-who by flcight of band and machines i)roduccd fuch iliulipiH 
of the fenrcii a« are uftially rupiiofed to Ik eflcAed by cnchanc- 
ment. [See above, vcr; 7049. J Thl« (^ic» of joRcIour is here 
called a treietottr. They are joined together in coitipauy with 
fiaogician?,//. of h\ ii>. 109 ; 

Ther ftw I ^Xx^Ux^jogHourt^ 

MjgScUHi and trmgetMurtt 

And yhltondfts, clurm er clTci " ■ ■ 

An«l clerkei eke, which conne wel 

All ihl« nut^ike n*turtU.—^ 

See alfo the following vcr. 187 — 191. ■ - if we compare the 
feats of the trcfetouri^ as defcribed in thispaflaj^, wirh thoi'c 
whicli are afterwards performed hy tlie cUrka masiti: fi^r the 
entertainment ofhisgueits, [ver.11501 — H5i9,3wclhallHnil 
them very Itmilar, and thry may both be illuitrated by the fol- 
lowing account wliich Sir John Mandeville has given of the ex- 
ln!)itlons before the Crete Chau ; *' And than comcnjogulcurt 
** and cncbantourest that don many marvayllcs; for they ma* 
•• ken to come In the Ayr the fonc and the mone, be feminpc 
** to every mannes light: and after they makcn the nyght fa 
** derk that no man may fee no thing : and afrre they makcn 
*' t>ie day to come ayen fair and picfant with l)right foiir.c ru 
4% every mannes flght : and than they brii){;enindaunce^ofthe 
'* fafrcft damyfclies of the world and richclt arrayed : and artier 
" they makentocomcn in other damy idles, bringlngccoiipci 
•• <if gold fulle of mylk of dyvcrfc beltei, and yevcn drynkc to 
'* Inrdcs and toladyes: and than they make knyghtcs to y^w- 
•• llcii in armes fulle lutlyly; and they rennen tog'drc a .riC 
•* landoum, and they fruffcJicntoiridtTc fulle licrcoly.ai J .1-. -y 

•• hrckenlierefpcretsforiidnyth.it ihcn.)nihoan9flcinnfj)r.::t<* 
♦* and pet esalle aboute the Julie : and than thc^' make to Q(v^\\i 
•• in huntyng for the heft and for the Nuir, with hoinidrs un- 
** iiing with open moiithe. And m.uiy other ihint;c< tlicv iliix 
** l>e crafr jif hir enthauntemcntes, tl.at it >< nufNcylc for to 
" fc. And fuihc pUycs of dd'port they make til the tak'.rg- 
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And in the halle rowen up and dtoai 

Somtime hath /emed cmnc s grioi IcovDf 

**upoftlieboordck"iU;»ML«>m..^a3f»i; SeeaMb^aCft 
** AndwheritbcbycnftflrtyaygraiBaacyelwotaapfc'^* 
Tlie Gioflary dcrivci tregetmrham tbetarb.!**^ irkttm-i Wt 
the derivative* of that fiunDf are rricAfw, irkftrrk,irMA, (yc 
Nor canlfUidthe wfMidfnftfniriBanf laqgingiebtttoarvinb 
it ftrems clearly to be farmed firom tref/ttt wUch ia ftcqondgf 
vfed by Chaucer for deceiu in^q/hnrtf JE. JE.tfatf?* tf 3l4t Aa5 1 
and fo it tregetfy, ibid, 6374* <S38x. ftom wliencc f ru it MU f 
iriAv have been derived to more dMcult to ttfi but I oMcivo 
that trebucbet (the French name Ibr 1^ military ei^glae) to called 
by Chaucer trepeget, R. R, tf279» and by Knighton, 2673^ trtf* 
get; and that thb fame word trebacbett in Ftaich« figoUM 
a!ro a machine for catching birda. Du CoMge, la v. Trefgeti 
** n<nc appeilatiomanfit apud nos inftnimentto, tot maclmiii- 
*' lie, fufpenfts et lapfilibua, ad captandaa tvkulu. Has eatn 
** ctiamnum trebucbcts appcllamua." Muratorit in hto Aialf, 
Mi\i JR. DiJ'. xxvl. p. 473, infonni us that traboccb^ or 
trjt'i^rbetto, in Italian, (which he explains to be the lame as 
tr:bu9bet in French) fign{6ed alfo another inflrument of ftaud, 
ivhich hedercribesthus ; ** SaccuUa Italise turbatiflimis-^-in uAi 
** fi:cre tetcrrlma^fidiaruinloca, id eft, in cubiculis pavimen* 
** tttm perforatym, ac lignei tabuli (Ribalta appellabant) Its 
** caute coopertum, ut qiii'improvlde alteram tabuls partem 
** pcdibus premerct, cedente ipr4 in ima rueret.** Thix was 
ckarly a fpecie« of trapdoor. ^Thc reader will judge whe- 
ther the tregerour may not poflibly have been fo called from 
hi> frequent ufe of thcfc fnGdTous machines in his operations. 

That a j^cj»f deal of machinery was rcquilUe to produce 

th? ;.! parencrs or illufions enumerated by Chaucer in this paf* 
fape is very certain ; but not long after the art of a tregetowr 
fl■(■;-l^ to Iiive been reduced to that of a modern juggler, mere 
fi. "li'. of hand. In Lydpate's tranflation ofThe Dance of Ma- 
c .'re, mf. Harl. 1 16, he has introduced a trtgitowr f^akii^ 
thus ; 

WhPtmay ^v.iile mankynde [f. magikel Mtntals^ 

Or any rrafle (hewt-d hy 9pparenccy 

Or coiiifu of r.errc* ab4i\c celeRlale, 

Or ul .10 . .h all Ihe mUvi^ncc, 



an conclude 1 chua: it :h.^ I niigh; 
,nce Ibm oldc (cliw f:i..i ii\f.^ 

I thife monc.4 n .uiii«jn<! .11 rr.i'*.'!, 
Tiagikc nicur-ji at;t.v, 
wcl make my britr.cr .".it-.- ...^ ..r. , 
an appircnji a cicr.t .ivr: .r..-: •. 
fc> fif ht, that all :h;; r .-cn-^ ,. ». 1: . ' 1 - •. 
gnc were yvcidcl ivert-. r. 
pes by the br:r.!««-, zarru:;- .?.. - r 
viche forme en.iure \ :^- .: .. 
re mv brother w*r.i}ir.i . 
,il fhc cedes huicicn .:ir : .- .:; . . 

\i fhii flian;e r.irs »£-... .ft- 
(huid [ make a .;-. r ■' »..• • .1 • , 
brother? beil I. e :<ii..rn - 



9^ TBX riKiUKIltUIIS TJX*. 

And fwiche comfort he yif him for to go» 

To Orl^aonce that he np ftotaneii, - ' - ztjfi^ 

And on his way forthwand than ia.he.fiu«9 

In hope for tp hen lUfedof U§ byse. . ' - - 

Whan they were come almoA tothatciteiBp 
Butifitwereatwofiidongorthne, * 
■A yonge clerk roming hy hiinfUf they mcttt, ll^l^ 
Which that in I^atine thriftily hen grette c 
And after that he fayd a wonder thing; 
I know, quod he, t|ie qtnfe of yoor comioi^ i 
And or they fbrther any footrwem; 
He told hem all that ym in h|r enttm^ IV490 

This Breton clerk him axed of feiaww 
The which he had yknown in olde dawei^ 
And be anfwered him thai they dede weroy 
For which he wept ful often many a tere; 

Doun of his hors Aoreltus light anon, 1 1495 

And forth with this magicien isgon 
Home to his hous, and made hem wel at efe : , 

Hem lacked no vitaiUe that might hem plefe. 
So wel arraied hous as ther was 00 
Aurelius in his lif law never non. I rjco 

He (hewed him, or they went to foupere, 
Foreftcd, parkes, ful of wilde derc : 
Ther faw he hartes with hir homes hie. 
The greteft that were ever feen with eie : 
He faw of hem an hundred (lain with honndes, 
And fom with arwes biede of hitter wotmdet: xijcf 
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He flnr, wlMfe^MdediMfethe wilde dere, 
Thife ftoooncrt vpoa a Cure rivere 
That with hir haakci hm the heroo flain. 

Thofikwheknightetjiifteiiuiaphio: 115 lo 
And after thn he did him fwiche pkf ance. 
That lie hinn ihewed hit hdy on a dance, 
On which himfehen danced, as him thought. 
And whan this maifter, that this magike wrought, 
8aw it was time, he dapped his hondes two, 113 15 
And farewd, al the revel is ago ! 
And yet remied they never oat of the hons, 
Vrhile they faw all thife fightcs merveillous, 
Bat in his ftndie, ther his bookes be. 
They iaten ftill, and no wight hot they three. 1 1 j ao 

To him thu maiiler calkd his fquier, 
And fayd him thus, May we go. to fonper ? 
Almoll an houre it is, I andertake, 
Sin I you hade oor fouper for to make. 
Whan that thife worthy men wenten with me 1 1< 15 
Into my ftadie ther my bookes be. 

Sire, quod this (quier, whan it liketh you, 
It is al redy, though ye wol right now. 

Go we than foope, quod he, as for the bcfl ; 
Thife amorous folk fomtime mode han reft. 1 15 3 q 

At after Ibuper fell they in tretee 
What fumme ihuld this maifters guerdon be 
To reniue ail the rockcs of Bretaigne, 
And eke from Gerouade to the jnouth of S%u\c. 
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« 

He made it flraiige» snd fwone, lb God him Ikve^ 

l^eiTe than a thoufiuid poaodhe wokd not Imto, 
Ne gladly for that iamme lie wold not gon. 115 37 

Atirelius with bliifnl herte anoa 
Anfwered thiu; Fie od a thoufand pound I 
This wide world, wUqh that fflo|i layn. iaro«iid» 
1 wold it yere, i£ I were lord of it* - 11^41 

This bargaioe it ibl drive, for we ben knit. 
Ye fhul be paicd trewely, by iaj trouth; 
But loketh, for non neg^toce or flootli 
Y c tarie as here np kngcr than to ttorwe« 1 1545 
Nay, quod this derk, have her^ my futh to borwe. 

To bed is gop Aorelitu whan him left, 
Andwd i;igh all that night he had hb reft^ 
What for his labour and hu hope of blifle 
His woful herte of penance had a li£e. I T550 

Upon the morwe whan that it was day 
I'o Bretaigne token they the righte way, 
Aurelie, and this magicien lum belide. 
And ben defcended ther they wold abide : 
And this was, as the bookes me remember, i I SIS 
1 he colde frofty fefon of December. 

Fhebus waxe old and hewed like l^on, 
I'hat in his bote declination 
^honc as the burned gold with ftremes bright; 
But now in Capricoroe adoon he light, ^X jl^ 

Wher as he (hone ful pale, I dare wel lain. 
7 he bitter froAe with the fleet pod r^iqi 
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Deftroyed bath the grene in e^erj yerd; 
Janus fit by the fire with double berd, 
A nd drinketh of his bngle horn the wine ; I f i 65 
Beforn him ftant braone of the talked fwine, 
And Newel crieth every lofty man. 

Aurclius ia all that ever he can 
Both CO his maifter chere and reverence. 
And praicth him to don his diligence ^ 15 70 

I'd bringen him oat of his peines (merte, 
Or with a fwerd that he wold flit his herte. 

This fotil clerk fwiche routh hath on this man. 
That night and day he fpedeth him that he can 
*l'o wait a time of his condufion ; x i j 75 

This is to fayn, to make illnfion. 
By fwiche an apparence or joglerie, 
(I can notermesofaftrologie) 
That {he and every wight ihuld wene and fay 
That of Bretaigne the rockes were away, 1 1 j 8e 
Or elles tliey were fonken under ground. 
^)o at the laft he hath his time yfound 
1*0 make his japes and his wretchednefie 
Of fwiche a fDperllitious curfednefle. 

ir- 1 1567. And N&ivclcrietb'\ Noll^ In French, fs derived from 
natjUiSt and fignif:cd originally aery of joy at Chriftmas, *' Lc 
•' jour nat;»l dc notre Seigneur.** Menaie^ in v. Nouel. It wau 
afterwards the ufual cry of the people uponalloccafions of ;o'/ 
and fcftivity. H\fi. ds Charles Vll.par Cbartkr, p. 3, at the \.xo- 
claniation of H. VI. •* Fut eric fur la foflc de fon pcre ii Iiautc 
•• voix, Vive le Roy Henry, Roy dc France et d'Anplcterrc i'* 
and •* Avcc ccla fut eric Noel, dci afliftans, cotvioxt-im Vi"v^v\.^ 




Hi^ tiblfsToletone! forth he hrniighi, 

Ful wcl coircaed, thot [her lacked nought, 

Nacliei hia collet ne hia eipant ycrcs, 

Nnther his roles ne his other gcree, 

A« ben his cenltn uid hit argunientea, 

And hii proportioiicl coiivcuiejiccft, . 

For hii equation! in every thing ; 

Andby hiicighterptroin hiawerking 

Hckncw Mitel how fcrAlnath n-ailbavc 

Fro ihc bed of thilke &i AHea above 

That inlhcninthcrperecanfidcredii: 

Fu'. folilly he calrulcd *n ihi^. 

V'i,:in he had found bio lirjlc manCan 

lie It new ihe rcmenantby pro])ortmn, 

AnJ knew the rifiug ofhii niiinc wcl, 

And in who:, fare, and Urmt, and every dd ; ) 

And knew ful wcl themonca manlion 

Atcoidanl to hi> operation ; 

All J knew alfo hi* ether obrorvancci, 

FL.r fwiche iiluEoni and I'wichc mertiiancea 

A' Hcthrii folk ufcd in thilke daiei; 

F'lir wliich no lender maketh he dclaiei, 



i.sBs.B 



u,yr. 



|)nli. J l;y onlM ll(i:pllOI>foX. K 
i.n lie 1 jthe«itu(y,"=r* culled n™etlme»rfl/.ii/* lofeMM, 
Snmi theli tKlnK adapted to ttie city of Toledo. Ttiae tia Kn 
elrpjmcopyoftlicinl«aif.ft<f/. j(S+7, 1 im not futtdaillf 
Iklllfdln thcandcnt^runoDiy to add any thiUE to the a' 
;ilaml[uiiortIleliiUuwln|iIcehidciltcmii (driwnctikST^nB 
tlwre lableij Hblch bu^WUl a\'<Ba\aUf£ MUit, toCli'lt C'ii> 
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d tU the rockfit were away. 

dhii, which that defpeired if 

er he ihalhan his love or fare amis, ii6lo 

r^ flight and day on this miracle ; 

han he knew that ther wasnon obfiacle, 

oided were thife rockes everich on, 

his maifters feet be £eU anon, 

^d»l, woful wretch AurdinSy 1 1615 

e 70Q, my lord, and huly min Venns, 

le han holpen fro my cares cold. 

) the temple his way forth hath he hold, 

1 he knew he ihuld his lady lee; 

han he faw his time anon right he I c6ao 

xedful hette and with fal hunlble chere 

hath hit foveraine lady dere. 

rightful Lady, quod this woful man, 

. I moil drede and lore as I bcft can, 

tbeil were of all this world dif{defe, 1 1 635 

t that I for you ha^e fwiche diiefe 

muft die here at your foot anon, 

t wold ( tell how me is wo begon ; 

tes other muft I die or plaioe ; 

Tie gilteles fur veray peine : 1 1 630 

my deth though that ye han no routh 

1 you or that you breke your trouth : 

:eth you, for thilke God above, 

ne fie, becauTc chat 1 you love l 




34 TllEfP 

For, Madntic, wcl yc note what ye havehight; 

Nottlutldialtngcuij thin^of ri^ht irfjf 1 

Of yoo my [oV[aaineJ_aiiy,ljuLcf grate; 

But in B gardiii yond, in fwtcli^ > pbcB, 

Ye woce right wslirtut yc bciiigbten ma. 

And in myn hood ymr troutbe pligfatn yc IlitS 

To Imcmc bdl : Oad wote ye &ied fo, 

AUboDgh thu 1 Bnwonby be tbolo. 

Madime, 1 rpekeitfbrtbeboDoarafyMi, 

More chu ID bre my bcita lif right now, 

1 have donfouye commanded mc, llCff 

And if ye voucbcfauf yc may go fee. 

Bnth at you lift, ha»e your beheft in mind-. 

For quick or ded right chcr ye Ihul roe find. 

In you lith all (a do me live or dcy, 

Butwel I wote the roclwi ben a\*ey. ilfjO 

He takeih hii ie>e, and Oie allonied ftood; 
In all hire face n'Modrope of blood: 
She wcned never tun come in fwtchc m tnppe. 
Alas! quod ibe, that ever Chit fhould hmppe ! 
For wend 1 never by poQibilitec Il4j| 

That fwiche a monflre or mervaiUe night be) 
ii is again the proccSe of Nature. 
And home flie goch a forweful creature; 
Fi^r vtiay fere unnethct may fbe go. 
She wepcch, waileth, ail a day or two, tl6tO 

And fwouneih thai it rouihe was to fee. 
But why it woato novti^t.x.cAdittke, 
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For out of towi «af gon ArvinifOi ; 

But to hirefelf ihe fpake, ud fiued thus. 

With &ce ptle, sod with lolibrj chcre, 1 1 665 

In hire compkint, at ye flwl after here. 

' Alls ffwdihe, on thee. Fortune, I plain. 
That anaware had me w rap pe d in thy chain. 
Fro which to efeapen wote I no focconr 
Sanf only dethorelleadiihonoar: 11670 

On of thife two behoveth me to che&» 
Bat nathelet, yet had 1 leter lefe 
My Li£ thiui of my body hate a ihame. 

Or know myfelvmi fikUe, or lefe my name : 

Andwithiny dethlmaybeqaitywi«t ^^^75 

Hach ther not many a noble wif or this. 

And many a maid, yflaine hirefelf, alas! 

Rather than with hire body don trefpas ? 

Yes ccckes ; lo, thife (lories here witncife. 

Whan thi^y tyrants fal of corfcdnefle x 1 680 

Had flain Phidon in Athens at the feft. 

They commanded his dooghtren for to arrefk 

And bringen hem beforne hem in defpit 

Al naked, to fulfill hir foule delit ; 

And in hir fadres blood they made hem dance 1 1 685 

Upon the pavement, God yeve hem mefchance ! 

For i^hich thil'e woful maidens, ful of drede, 

Rather than they wold lefe hir maidenhede. 

They privelybcn ftert into a welle, 

And drcint hcmfclven, as the booke% tc\\e. \\(^C)C^ 

ir. ij^7<>. rbJfiJones here iuhn^t\ Thcv aTcai3kkX.aJifc.«i^^^^^^ 
/f/,'/ cnj'.tus contra Joviniamm^ I. i. c . 39. 



Thc^ of MelTcnclat enqnere and TckC 
Of Laccdumie fiftT Diai^cni eke 
On nhlch they woldoi den hirlecherlc; 
But thcrwunon of nUihaCcnmpagiik 
That (lie n'M llaiiie, aod with a glnd entent i 
Clirtsrithtt foe [Q dien ih»n aflent 
1'n htn uiipidTedofhire niaideahede. 
Why Ihiild 1 [ban lodieii ben in drcde .' 

1 .0 eke the tyrant Arifloclidcs, 
Tiiat loved a maid hight Stimphalidei, i 

^\'hall that hire father Qaine wiion a night, 
I.ii^D DiaoM temple goth flie right, 
Andhrntc theimagrin hirEfaandci two. 
Fro which inline wuldlhe never p;o; 
No wi^ht her hftndet might ofitarrace ] 

Til (he was flaine right in the felve place. 

Nuw {in thai mgidcDi hadden fwiche dtfpit 
I'd be defonled niib tnannei foule delii, 
Wcl ought a wif rather hirefelien fie 
Than bo defouled, u it thinteih me. 

What fhal I fayti of HardtuUalci wif, 
7 hal at Carlace htrift hirtfelf hire lif? 
furiK'han fhc Taw that Romaini wan the toun 
S),'.' loke hire children all, siidlkipt adsun 
tiitn the fire, and chces nthet to die | 

'I h.Lii any Romain did hire vilanie. 

1 iiilh not Lucrcce yflaine hirefelf, a1a« ! 
At Rome, wkon itil tat o^«ffedwa» 
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OrruqnM^fav-toR tbtfuglit it wu*teiie 

To Uygii utoiftf hiitiir loll hire ■amc 11710 

The fefCD niidtMof Mikfie alfii 
Haa flainr hriftlf, iar ^tmf dredc aad iwp. 
Rather than folk cMf<SMk hail lluikl oppcefle. 

Mo than a tbimfind Aorict. aa I geiie, 
CoudelDowtcUaitoMbiBgdiuiiiatere. 11725 

Whan Ahndatewaailaiii, hU wif ib dere 
flirefel veo iloar, and Xtt hire blood to glide 
In Abradatet wxMadetdepe and wide. 
And (ayd, My.hody at the iafie w^ 
TherihaloowightdefiDiilenif Imay. 11730 

What ihold I mo enfiunplet hereof iain ? 
Sin that fo many ban hem^elveo flain, 
Wei rather than they wold defoukd be, 
I wol condfide that it is bet for me 
To fle myfelf than be defouled thus : 1 1 7 3 .; 

1 wol be trewe unto Arviragua, 
Or eMei fle myfelf in fome manere, 
As did Oemotionesdoi^hter dere, 
Becaufc ihe woMe not d<^ouled be* 

O Sedafut ! it is fol gret pitee 1174"^ 

To reden how thy doujthtrea died, alast 
That Howe hemfelven for fwlche maoer cas, 

Asgrct a pitee was it, or wel more. 
The rheban maiden that for Nichanore 
Hirefel ven flow right for fwiche manere wo. 11745 
Another ' rheban may den did right To, 



'^ tllrttftAinCBCBIltKtTaBV- 

For on of Macedoint Iwd hire opprcAddf . "'^ 

She with hire deth hire hMideniwdseMftd. * !* 

What iial Iftni of Nkerateiidi; 
That for twiclie ca» beraft kifdblf UfeMTf . II71* 

How trewe ww eke to Aldbudei . 
H is loTe, that for to dies vathcr check 
ThaflfortofttfiFrehisbodf«ob«ritdbe? - / 

Lo, which a wif was Akeflc «ht I («[<Md fte) 
What faych Hom^e of good PendoiMii S tJS9 

All Grace knoweth <»f hire ehaftitee. 

Parde of Laodoraia it written thai. 
That whan at Troye wat ilahi Pratbefilam 
No lenger wolde flie live after hia day. 

The fame of noble Portia teli I may^ ii 760 

Wlthoatcn Bmtiis eoudc (he not Uve, 
To whom ihe had all hoi hire herte yetr* 

The pariit wif hood of Artemifie 
Honoured is thurghout all Barbarie* 

O Teuta quene ! thy wifly ehaflitee K?^! 

To allc wives may a mirrour be. 

Thus plained Dorigene a day or twey, 
Purpofing ever that flie wolde dcy ; 
But nachcles upon the thrid^ night 
Home came Arviragu8;'the worthy knight, I1770 

^ . T 1 76rt. To aUc tui'ves] After this vcrfc the two Mlofiing 
arc found in feveral tnff. ; 

The fame thing I fay of Bilia, 

Of Rhuclosone antS of Valeri a ■ 
but as tlicy are wanting in oiIT. ^. C. l, 4A* I« a, BJL I mu 
not unwilling to leave them out. 
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lied hiMvhjr tl|tt fii« weep ib (ore ?. :. 
.ike gn wepen ever lenger the morct 
s, qvLodfkA^Aim. tiir I wes yboreie ! 
us ha^c 1 <9id» (^qaod ftie) tluii have I ('wonie« 

idtold4^»U*a»yelavchcr€lbc£Di«i. 1:1775 

aedeth not tetiejHk k you no more. 

This huibond vritk gkd chere, ia freodiy wUc » 

ofwenLiim £iyd m i fluil you devUe^ 
I ther ought eUct» Docixeoe» but this f 

Nay, Dsiy, 9Q0d ihe, Qodheipe me ib, eswis ZX 780 
rhU is to much^end it vereX^oddca wiU. 

Y^ wif, quod he, let ilepen that u ftill ; 
it may be wel paraventure yet to«Uay. 
Ye fhal youc trovthchoiden by my fay ; 
For God To wiily have merqr on me, 1 1 7 S5 

1 had wel lever ftiked for to be. 
For ttray lore which that 1 to you have. 
But if ye ihuld your trouthe kepe aud iave : 
JTrottth i« the hieft thing that man may kcpe. 
But with that word he braft anon to wcpc, 1 1 7 90 
And fayd ; I you forbede, oti peine of deth, 
That never while you lafbeth Itf or breth 
To no wight tell ye this mifavcnture ; 
•As I may bed 1 wol my wo endure : 
fie make no contenancc of hcvindTe, 1 1 795 

That folk of you may demtn liarme or gelTe. 
- And forth he cleped a fquier and a maid. 
Goth Cotth anoo with Dorigcne, he laxd^ 
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And brisgeth hire to fwicKe a place aooo* 
Theyuke kir kvt| aad oa hir way they goal 
But they ne wiften why ftc tfaider went i 
She o'okle no wight tellen hire 

This fqaicp which that highee 
On Dorigene. that was fo aaionmi^ 
Of aventure happed hire to mete 
Amid the toufi, Fight in the qoUckcft ftrelSy • 
As (he was bounto go the way forthright 
Toward the gardin, ther as ihe had hight s 
And he was to the gard inward alfo, 
For wcl ba fpied whan flie woIHe go 
Out of hire hous iirzny nianer place: 
But thus they met of avcnture or grace. 
And he falueth hire with glad entcnt. 
And axcth of hire whiderward flic went.. 

And flie anfwered, half as ihe were mad, 

Unto the gardin, as myn hufbond bad, 

^. I i8oz. She ri'olt^'} After this verfe ed. Ca. 2, ha 
ibllowing; 

Peraventure mi hepc of you I wis 

Will Iralden him a lowed man in this 

That be well (<ut his wife in Jeopardle; 

IlerknctH tne Tale er ye npcn him crie. 

She may have beiter fortune than >ou foneth i 

And whar. (hat ye ban hcrUc the Tale dcliieth. 

There lines aic more in the Ayl« and manner of Chau 
interpoUt'.ons generally are, but as I do not rcmcoriba 
foutul them in any mf. I could not receive them Into t 
I tijink, too, that if they were written b> him he woul 
bly, upon rrv)re mature cunftderation.havefuppreflSed 
unnecclTarilv anticipating the-cataftropbc of the Tale 
if. 1 1807 Af/hcrcaz houri] Ready : this old woMk 
tirom mil. J, AJk, 1,2. Sec ?*L. p. 256, zpL. 



Anrelhit gmn woadroB on this cti» 
And in hu herte liadgfct compiflioB 
Of hifc, tndtf iurtluMmation, Il8)0 

And of ArHM|rm» the worthy knight, 
SlhelMd hireholden ill thit Ae had hight, 
8b loth him wu has wif flmld broke hire trootht ; 
Afld in hiihofle he eenght of it gret rootbe, 
Confidering the heft«n every iide, Xl8ft5 

Thit fro hk loft yet were him lever abide 
• fo high 1 cherliih wrecchedncflb 
aliegentiUefle; 
For which in fcwe wardet byd he thne ! 

MMhBM, ley 00 your Ijord Arvinigiii Z 1 8 J9 
Thet fin I fee the grete gentiilefle 
Ctfbitn, end eke I fee wel yoer diftrefle, 
Thathimwcrelevcr haveilMme(and thetwereroothe ) 
Thin ye to -roe Aaid brekeo dmn your trouthe, 
I hadde wel lercr ever to fu£&en wo 1 1835 

Than to depart the h>ve betwiz you two. 
I y^e telefc, Madame ; into your hood " 
C^it every feoremeBt and every bond 
rhat ye han made to me atfaerebeforne 
Sin thilke time chat ye were ybome. 1 1840 

Have here aiy tnothe. I ihal you never repreve 
Of BioEbeheft; and here I tak*; my Irve 
%• of the treweft and the befte wif 
rhit ever yet I kAeir ill all my iif . 

Diij 






^""' L but that ^'*'*« 

^.,.dben»begg ae.ntta»TP 

AndftvamenaU^y ^^^e.e^^'- 
^t certain ^'^ ^ 



VBIVBAVKIUnMtSTALV. 4^ 

Attd danke him of his gretc cnrtcfe. 
My tronthe wol I kepc, I wol not He. 

With heite fore he goth ante his cofre, 11S75 
And IntHi^te gold onto this philofb|Jtfre, 
The valoe of five hundred ponnd I gefle. 
And him bcfecheth of his gentillcfle 
To graont him daies of ihe rcracnaunt, 
And fayde ; Maifter, I dafe wci make avaant 1 1 SCc 
7 failled never of my tronthe as yet; 
For iikerly my dettc flial be quit 
Towardetyoo, how fo that ever I httc 
To gon a begging in my kirtle bare : 
But wold ye voachen fauf upon feurtce 1 1 8 85 

Two ycre or three for to refpiten me. 
Than were I wel, for elles mote I fell 
Min heritage; ther is no more to tell. 

This philofophre fobrely anfwerd, 
And laied tlius, whan he thife wordes herd ; 1 1 Spf^ 
Have I not holden covenant to thee ? 

Yes, certes, wel and trewely,quod he. 
Haft thou not had thy lady as thee liketh ? 

No, no, quod he, and forwefuUy he fikcth. 
WHiat was the caufe ? tell me if thou can. ' i ^9 J 

AureHus his tale anon began. 
And told him all as ye han herd before ; 
It nedeth not reherfe it any more. 
He fayd, Arviragus of gentiileffe 
Had lever die in forwe and in diilrefle X 1 9 c '; 
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PijiiiitliMiJnotth^ ^ he>yfacg«»ftdhrte, 

Or grave, or pdoM I far I doe wd bin 

AiicUei,XciiH>,&i>liknw«rcheiBMi« UH* 

Otnciu>gn«C(«r.F*iMe,orforge,arb«M, 

If [ttef pR&BaA as to couifeEtte I 

For he chuia the fvmier principd 

Hith miknl me hu «icure geneni 

To Eormc uiil peintea cnbly crcMiiica 11^ 

Ri;^li[ as me lilt ; aod eche tbipg iamy coieii 

Undvr the moDe thai may waue aixlwaiai 

And fur my wetk riglit uothmg vol 1 ais :. 

Illy lard and 1 bca ful of eo accord ; 

1 nudehirelathewarflupafmrliud, 119U 

Su tin I all min other creature), 

M'h^l CQlaur chic cbejr han or what figurca. 

Thui femeth me that Nature \nilde Cay. 

Thi> maid of af(e twelf yere wu and tany 
In which that Mature hadde fwicbe delil ; ll)(j 
For right at Ihe can peint a lily whit 
And ted atofe, right with fwiche petature 
lihc peinted haib thii nobie creature 
T.r niE wuborni; upon hire limrnei free, 
U'heraibyrightrwichecalounflluldcnbci : 
And Plicbut died hath hire tnlTci grcte 
Like to the ftremu of hit h vned hetb 
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THE DOCTOURES TALE. 5I 

The which he knew for fotil and for hold. 1 20 75 

This JQge uoto this cherl his tale hath told 

In fecree wife, and made him to enfure 

He fhulde tell it to no creature. 

And if he did he fhulde lefe his hede. 

And whan afTented was this curfed rede laoSo 

Glad was the juge, and maked him gret chere. 

And yaf him yeftes precious and dere. 

Whan (hapen was all hir conrpiiacie 

Fro point to point, how that his lecherie 

Parformed fhulde be fulfotilly, 11085 

As ye fhul here it after openly. 

Home goth this cherl, that highte Claudius; 

This falfc juge, that highte Appius, 

(So was his name, for it is no fable, 

But knowen for an hiftorial thing notable; 12090 

The fentence of it foth is out of doute) 

This falfe juge goth now fail aboute 

To haften his dejit all that he may. 

And fo befell, fone after on a day 

This falfe juge, as telleth us the florie, 1 2095 

As he was wont, fat in his confiilorie. 

And yaf his domes upon fondry cas. 

This falfe cherl came forth a ful gret pas, 

told [vcr. 5S I y — ?J>94,] Claudius is called Scrgcnt of Appliis ; 
and accj)Tdin',Tly Chaucer a little lower, ver. 12204, calls him 
Servant — unt<i — Appius. — In the DifcourfCi \^c. \ 29, 1 forpot 
to mention the Rom. de la Rofe as one of the fource? of tliis 
Talc, though upon examination I find that our Author has 
ilrawn more from thence than from either Gower or Livy. 




TBI BOCTOint* TJttl. 

And Aide; Lord, if that itbeyourwiD, 
A> doib me righl upon thii pilous bill. 
In which I plaidc apDO Virginini; 
And if that he wn] fa^n it i> not thai 
1 wol it ptcic, and findcn ^od witodfe 
That (uth it (bat my bille wol cipcdTe. 

The jogt anfwerd, Of ihi< in hii abfence 
I may Dot yeve diffioitif tentcoce. 
Let don bim call, uid Iwolgbdtj here: 
Thou Ihiilt luTc tight ind no wroi>g unow I 

Virginia! came to well the 'jogct trill. 
And right anon wai red thii curftd bill ; 
The renteiKc of it wu u yc Ihul here. 

To yoa m; Lord aire Appiiu fa der* 
Sheweth your poon tervint Clandim 
How that a knight called VirgiBin 
Agei[ithelawe,B^ii alleqaitee, 
Hotdcth, eiprefle ai^a the will of Rie, 
My fervant which that it my Ihral by right, 
"Which from min huoa was llolcn an a ai^tht 
'While that file wu fill ynny; ; 1 wol it prevtf 
By witnrfle, Lord, fu that it you i(otgrevc : 
tihc n'idhisiloughternonj^t, what fohe Iby; 
I you, my Lordthcjiige, [ pray; 
Yeldememylhnil.if tbwitbcyMir will. 
I.», this wab all the fenicnce of hl^ b.U, 

Virginiut gau upon the cherl btbold; 
But hAfiily cr he hii talc told. 



^^V tut 

Tht ■which hgfaww far hia^tlit^ 
This jagt onu Omdmi im aitl^-M* 
In fctxec wife, Jtnd in 
HcHiuldetcilittoM 
And if he did he Hi 
And whan sSclKii w. 
Clad irai tlu icBE. leJ aMfcirt bw^BM 
Aod ytlhimjiita fiwtmimmd^i^. 
Whan fiupca ml «lMrMMl)»^ 
Fro point la ptUBi, li«n Am itmin^tt^ 




llielinUiiiceatit 
Thublfe in»i Jl*il fa 

TohaflenkvAcfa J« 
iliiilfiiliiiill.fi^ i^i 



Thu buh be Eiuitf -ja^ ifaM l»-Ai^ 
And told bireiU the cu, wye beflwtt , 
HuihETd; itBcdetliDMtotellitmate 

Orocrcfiderr father! quod tfaii ina]( 
And with that word fhe boih hire anra 
About h If neckc , as Die ivu woat to dtk 
( llieu!!" brad out of Lire eyen Iwo) 
AndfaidrOgi>r:defBtfaeT!lbi]ldief 
I< thcr no grace i n thcr oo remedic ? 

NocPrte3,dered(H])rfaterinin! qoodl 
Tk.o ye.e mc leifer, father min, quod ; 
My ilHh for tn compUine > lirel fpace; 
For pard<! Jeple jxrt hi* dooghter frraci 
For to GoaiplaiTie or he hint Hon, ahu ! 
And God it wot Doihing irai hire trefpi 
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r BWUr&cnnhirc&thslintuiin. 
' To welcomi: kiin wrh gro fiilcmjnBo. 

And vcilh liat weca flu fult af woudt (mn, 

And after, whao KitemouiUDg wigoit, into 

She riteh up, and lo bin f iihcr 1^ ; 

Bleffsd be G^ tbai I fliai die s nuuil •. 

Yrrv: me my dnb or that I have a StHmt ; 

IDolh with yoiu <hiM Tflur Kille a Uoddc* DsBc 
And with ihuwardftrpraiedbiBifBl oft liiEj 
That wilhhif fwErdheicoUeliBitrluRlu&i 
I Aftil With tliM vvrd ■luraonc i^aiti ILe fell. 

Hire fadirr, iriili M rorwetvi hcnr an^ viU. 
' fjirehcdottnuilr. MidbylbrtupitbcBl, 

And la the iogc he (tan it to jmScat, lllf* 

As he fat yd initorre locorfiflufie. 

And whin iht iu|»t ii Tittr, a> laiih the Boric, 
He bail to like hm, ind snhang hin. UB.: 
Butright aiWBtThoBfend pcpleinihisQ 
To faic the knighl farrauth mi focpitce, 11195 
FoiinowtB waithefalieiDiquitce. 

The pieplc anon had lutpeSL in ihi> thing. 
By Di*tierof thecfcerlciihilengJBg, 
T^hirit warby theaffeinof Appiut ; 
They wilUuweliluihewailBdieToait i:i» 
For which unto chii Apjnui they guo. 
And ralle him in a pcil'on righi anon, 
Whe:™ hu fiim himfdf : and Cbudiur, 
TlinleiiaQt wai umo tbii Appiu: 






ii TBi:PAmD«»«ftBt >ftOM«VB« 

Wasdemedfbr.tohmgeDpoiiatra^ : .' 4Mfl| 

ButthatVirginhuofliiipitee . .. 

So prayed for him that he WB8 esikd» 

And elles (otes had he hen hegiled s 

The remenant were aohaDged, more J4i4 Icfiif 

That were confentant e£ this curfednefle, IMW 

Here men may lee how fin hath hiamoitet 
Beth ware* for no man wot whom Ood w(d imite 
In no degvce, ne in which maner wife 
The worme of cooicience may agrtfe 
Ofwicked4if,thoQghitibpriTeebe itxig 

That Dfi man.wote therof iaaf God and be ; 
For be he Icwed man or cUes kred 
He n*ot how fone that he ihal ben afered : 
Therfore I rede yon thik coniieil take, 
Forfaketh finne or finne yon forfakf • laaio 

THE PARPONERES PROLOGUE. 

Oua Hofte ^n to fwere as he were wood, 

Harrow ! (quod he) by nailes and by blood 

This was a fahe cherl and a falfe juftice. 

As fhamefiil deth as herte can divife 

Come to thife joges and hir advocas. 12115 

Algate this fely maide is ilain, alas! 

Alas ! to dere abovght fhe hire beantee ; 

Wherfore I fay that al day man may fee 

That yeftes.of Fortooe and of Nature 

Ben caufe of deth to many a creatuie • 1%%^ 
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SaidInot.iffd?.(casinotf(>ckcuiAertiief . :lMii0 
But wel I wot thouidoft min hate to craie^ 
That I have almofr caught axJUvSftclee : . - 
By «or/iar sD^MMf but i have triack^ ..; ' < 
Or ellet a draught ofmoiil and tony afe» . . 
OrbutlhereaDoaAineryXalfiy . ,......., . . lt%so 

Myn herte is loft for pitee of thiamakL 

Thou Selamy, ihoQ Pardoocr^ hc-lu4» ' .»r\, 

Tel us fom nvrth of japes right anoii*' 

. Itflialbedoq^quodhe«bySeintRoiuon» 

But firft (quod he) here at this ale-^ake 11^5 

I wol both dntake and biten on a. cake. 

But right aoon thife gentiles gan tocriet. 

Nay, let him tell us of no ribaudrie : 
Tell us fom moral thing, that we mow lere 
Som wit, and thanne wol we gladly here. xaa6o 
I graunte ywis, quod he ; but I mud thinke 
Upon fom honed thing while that I drinke. 

>. 1 2245. Said J not -j:e!2 All the bcft roff. agree in giving 
this plirafe to the Hoil in this place. It muft remind us of the 
fimilar phrafe, SaM Jnvelf which occurs fo frequently in the 
mouth of 6hakefpeare*8 Hoft of the Carter, and may be fuffi- 
cJcnt, with the other circumHanccs of general refcmblance, to 
make us believe that Shakefpeare vhen he drew that charac- 
ter had not forgotten his Chkucer. 



EPARDONERESTALE. 
'iqnodhe, incfairche whHi I pnchs 
to lu*e ID biDteia fpeche, 
omwroundufoihabcU, ta 

I by rote that I telL 

nanoonce whenacs thai I come, 

lybslletfluw tail and romc; ti 

irdn fde on my piicnte 

1 firft, mj body to tietteote, 

n be fo bold, ne preell nc clerk, 

irbeofCrifteiholyweik: 

hM than tell I furch my talcs. II 

ipei and of cardi nalc a, 

CI and bifhuppcs, 1 Oicwe, 

inlfpekeawDrdcufcwe 

with my ptedicutiun, 

Here men Icidcvoiioa: ti 



' ougljt to ha« luUowed rtwnv. 



'4o .TBtrAiBOVftAifl'raftt. 

Than Iheur,! forth my bogecriftflftpoefb ..^ 
Ycrainmed f al of clooteii and of hoiietf; " '• ' 

Reiikci they hen, mt weoea they aehoo. 

Thanhftveli9hrton«ihtildcrhMB* . 
Which that wu of afthcdylewcsftept* • mt| 

Good men, fay I, take of aiy viordei kepc : 
If that thii hone he wtflie in any wdl» .. 
If cow, or calf, or fhepe, or one, fwcll 
That any: worm hath ete, or worm yfionge^ 
Take water of that well and iraflil^to«ge» lltfO 
And it it hole anon : and forthennoffe. 
Of podces and of fcah, and every fore, 
Shal erery ihrpe he hole that of this well 
Drinketh a draoght : take kcpe of that I telL 

ifthat the good man that the heftesoweth 11295 
Wol every weke, er that the cok him croweth. 
Fading ydrinken of thi» well a draught. 
As thiike holy Jew our eldres taught. 
His beftes and his {lore flial multiplie : 
And. Sires, alfo it helcth jaloufie ; Il^OV 

For though a man be falle in jalous rage, 
Let maken with this water his potage. 
And nevtr flial he mere his wif miftriil, 
I'hou^ii he the foth of hire defaute wift, 
Al had flie taken precflcs two or three. 14305 

Here is a mitainc eke that ye may fte : 

I Ic thut his hand wol put in this mitaiue 

Ik' Ihai have multiplying of hisgraine, 

^. ixi;;. K;jiTngydri/ileu2 The |>repo&tiTe partidc jr fail 
^ added for the Take o( \.Vx^ mtu«. 



THE rAROONERES TALE. $1 

Whan he hath fowen, be it wht*tc or otcs, 

So that he offer pea* or elles grotcs. 1 23 10 

And men and women, o thing warne I you; 
If any wi^ht be in this chirche now 
That hath don fmne horrible, fo that he 
Dare not for (hamc of it ylhrivcn lie; 
Or any woman, be fhe yong or old, 1 23 15 

Thir hath ymadc hire huiboud cokewold, 
Swichc folk ihui ban no power ne no grace 
To offer to my relikcs in thift place : 
And who £b findcdi him out of fwiche blame 
He wjI come up .md offer in Goddcs name, i 2320 
And I affoyle him by the au(florit'.e 
Wr.ifli that l»y bulle ygranted was to nic. 

I33- thiri g<i.ude h;ive 1 wonncu yere by yere 
An hundred mark fin I waft Pardoiiae. 
I lloRue like a. clerk in my pi;inct, ^'^3'^S 

And whan the le^vcd prj:.'.* is i.ioun yfct 
I prcchc fo as ye hau herd before, 
And tell r.n hundred faJ]=^ japes more: 
Than pcne I me to ftretuitu forth mv r.-c1cc, 
And wi^ and weil upon the pcplc i l.cckc, ^'^33^ 
As doth a dove iuurij]: upon a berne : 
My/i hondcs and my ton^e gnn Co yenic, 
That it is jiwe to f'.c my befiiicffe. 
Of avarice .ii'd of Iwitne curlednfffe 
Is ali m\ ;^rc cl'.it.iT. f.-r tn make h'jn.i free i'2'335 

To }cvL- 1;;.- p:n5, and u^m.cly unto mr; 
/Vir.tf jr. F 



Trr-'ii iiitniirliiiintiiTfiii m titm'. 
And nothing for oacwAion of Gnne ; 
1 recke ncrcr whui that thtf be b<riid 
Though that hii foulci gon i blake berii 
For cata mvij i predicatiuo 

Som for plefancE oFfoIk and a>ler!e. 
To ben avinced by hypucrifiej 
And foni lor Time glorie, and Gim for Ii 
For whan 1 dare nnn other wayei dcbst 
Than wol I Aing him with my tonge In 
Inprcching.roihaEht OiilnDt iflerte 
To ben de/amcd fdfely, if th»t he 
HathtreTpafedtamy breihrcn or to me 
For thoDg^ I telle Dot hit propre tiime. 
Men Ihal wcl knowen thai il is the fun< 
By (ignes, and by a>her circumltancn. 
TliuB quite [ folk that don as difplefanct 
Thus fpit ' out my venipie under hcwe 
Of holineffe, to feme holy and Crewe. 
But fliorlly min entente I wol deviC: ; 
I preche of nothing but for covetife, 
Therfore my leme ii yet, and ever was, 
JlaJix mahriim tfi ca^iUni. 

W(Sn-if.fl!o«lltlicmn-.l 
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tlmt cao I preche again die £une vice 
Which thH I ufe, and that it aTarice. 
But cfaoiigh oiyW be gilty in that finnct 
Yet can I mah«» other toikto twinne 

FhHiiavaricf^aadibreheintotepentes' tz^Cs 
Bat that i* not mf principal entente t 
I preche ooching.bat lor coretile. 
Of this.BaterD it ooght ynoogh fnffiie. 
- Than tell I hen cnlamplet many on 
*Ofoldefiorietloogetinieagon» 12370 

For lewed peple loven tales olde; 
Swiche thiqgct can they wel report and holde* 
What ? lnwe»ye that whiles 1 may preche 
And winnen gold and filver for I teche, 
ThatIw«lU«e.inpovertewilfaUyf t%VS 

Nay, nay ; 1 thought it never trewely t 
For 1 wol preche andbc^ in AmdrfkMides» 
I wol not do no khovr^with min hondet» 
Ne make baikettei for to live therby, 
Becaofe 1 wol not bcggen idclly. « 12380 

I wol non of the apoftles contrefete t 
1 wol have moory, woUe, chefe, and whete, 
Al were it yeven of the poured page, ■ 
Or of the poured widewe io a village, 
Al iholde hire children iler ven iot femine : z 23 S5 
May, I wol drinke the licour of the vine. 
And have a joly wenche in every toun. 
But herkencth, Lordings, in cooclufioun, 

Fij 
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A moral Tale yet I yon cdlen eia» • ' *■'" 
r -' '^1 Which I am woDt to prechcn for to win 

' Now hold your ptee, my Talc I wol beg 

In Fhndres whilom was a compagnie 
Of ydngc folk that haunteden folie, 
As hafaril, riot, ilewe*, and tavernes, 
A\'hcras with harpes, lutes, and giternes, 
They dance and plaie at dis bothe day ai 
And etc alfo and drinke over hir might, 
Thurj^h which they don the devil facrifii 
\ ■ Within the devils temple, in curfed wile 

' 1 ■ Ey fuperfluitee abhominable. 

'. jj Hir othcs ben fogret and fo damnable 

J;' I That it is grifiy for to here hem fwcre. 
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ingcrt with harpes, baudes, wafereres^ 
V^hich ben the vcray devils ofTicercfi, 
To kindle and blow the fire of kcherie, X24 15 

That is annexed onto glotonie« 
The holy writ take I to my witnefTe 
That luxurie is in wine and dronkenefTe. 

Lo, how that dronken Loth unkindely 
Lay by his daughters two unwetingly; 1 2420 

So dronke he was he n'ifte what he wrought. 

Herodes, who fo wei the llories fought, 
Whan he of wine replete was at his fefte. 
Right at his owen table he yave his heile 
To fleen the Baptill John iul gilteles. 124 25 

Seneca faith a good word doutelet; 
He faith he can no dilFerence find 
Betwix a man that is out of his mind 
And a man whiche that is dronkelew; 
But that woodnefie, yfallcn in a fhrew, 12430 

Perfevereth longer than doth dronkenefle. 

O glotooie ! full of curfednefle, 

O caufe firft of our confufion ! 

O original of our damnation ! 

With refpcd to the termination \i\fiere^ fee the note on ver. 
2019; aiulinthenextIine/ru/r<^^rciaretobe undertiooU :u tx: 
female icUcrs of fruit. 

■^. ^ xxn . The bo!y ".viitl Inmarg.C. I.; " Noliteincbriari 
•• vim), in quo cli luxuria." 

^. 1 1426. .9^'j«rr<i] Pcrli.ivs he refers to Epifl. 8?. ; " Extcr.tit': 
•• in plurcs ilic.-» illuni cbrii li.ibitum : r.unniiJ do furore Uul;'.- 
*** tab'.tf nunc quoquc non eti mitiur I'cii brcvior."* 
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Til Crift hadbooght vt with hisUood agdnnfJI 
Loketh how dere, fliordy for to laar» 
Abought was thUkc carfed vUanie : 
Corrqpt was all this world for gfctoiiie* 

Adani our father, and bis wifaUby 
Fro Paradls to labour and to wo IM4^ 

Were driyen for that vice, it ti no dradc| 
For while that Ailam fofted, a» I rede. 
He was in Paradis, and whan that be 
£te of the fruit defended on a tree 
Anon he was oat caft to wo and peine. IM4J 

O glotonie ! on thee wel ought us {rtaine* 

O !» will a mao how many maladies 
Folwen of exceflfe and of glotonies. 
He wolde ben the more meforable 
Of his diete, fitting at his table. -1)45^ 

Alas ! the ihorte throte, the tendre month, * 
Maketh that eft and weft, and north and fouth. 
In erthe, in air, in water, men to-fwinke 
To gete a gloton deintee mete and drinke. 
Of this matere, O Poule' wel canft thou trcte : 11455 
Mete unto wombe, and wombe eke unto mete, 
Slul God deftroicn bothe, as Paulus iaith. 
-Alas ! a foule thing is it by my faith, 

^. I i44z. For tvbife that Mam\ At this Unc the aiargin of 
Tilt C. I, quotes fl/Vrowvffl. c.Joviniaiu\ "Qaamiliujejunsv* 
•' Alam in Paridlfofuit. Comcdit ct cjedus eft. Statim doxlt 
»• uxorcm." 

^, 1140. MetewtUQWonibe} In mars^i?. i«s ••Maw* 



To &7 Ait wtird, and fooler in the dede» 

Whan man fodriakethdF the white and rede Z2460 

That of his chrou he maketh hit prtvee 

Thurgh thittw cnrfed fuperflnltee. 

The apoftle faith weping fol pitoofly, 

Ther waUcen many of which you told have I ; 

J lay it now wcping with pitons voit 1 1465 

That they ben enemies of Crii^s crois, 

Of whichcthe endisdeth; womb ishir God: 

O wombe, o beiley ! ftin]i(ing is thy cod. 

Fulfilled of rlong and of corruptioan ; 

At either end of thee foole is the foun. 124 70 

How=gret laboor and cod is thee to find ! 

Thife cokes how they fbmp, and flrein, and grind, 

And turnen fubilance into accident, 

To fulfill all thy likerous talent ! 

Out of the hardy bones knocken they 1 24 75 

The mary, for they caflten nought away 

That may go thurgh the gullet foft and fote : 

Of fpicerie, of leef, of barke, and rote, 

Shal ben hisfaufe ymaked, by delit 

To make him yet a newer appetit : 1 24 8q 

But certes he that haunteth fwiche delices 

Is ded while that he liveth in tho vices. 

ir» IZ463. Tkeapof.'.sfattb^ PlVippians ill. 18. 
ir* 11463. Jhtting is tby cod\ So mf. C, ; or wc may rciil, 
with mf.B. S. foule jVrJilng ccd. 

^. 11471- tojlrid} Ti. fupply : fo ver. 148^ J. ; 
iht/tund hirefcir a:i<l ckt, hire do'i«»htretv Wx^. 

ffe 23 fo p. p. fol. 80.; 

for a head thatjtnttetb him f9X\^\ hVm MN«t %Vti«&«< 
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A lecherous thing is wine, and i 

Is fui of ftriving and of wretchednefe. 

O dronkeo man ! disfiffured is thy het^ JES4li 

Sour is thy breth, foul art tfaoa to cnbnee. 

And thurgh thy dronken nofe femeth the foon 

As thoagh thou faideft ay Sampfoon ! Sampfoaa! 

And yet, God wot, Sampfoun droak nerer hq wine 

Thou faleft as it were a iUked fwine ; Xft49 

Thy tonge is loft, and aU thin hontft core. 

For droDkene£(e is veray fepttkore 

Of mannes wit and his difcretion. 

, In whom that drinke hath domination 

He can no confeil kepe, it is no drede. 1349 

Now kepe you fro the white and fro the rede. 

And namely fro the white wineof Lepe, 

That is to fell in Fiihilrcte and in Chepe. 

This wine of Spaigne crepcth fubtilly 

In other wines growing fafte by, f 1<0 

ir- 1 2407 • the white wine of lep^ Accordlnp: to the geopr 
p'lcrs Lepe was not far from Cadiz. This wine, of whatever fo 
it may have Inien, was probably much ftronger than the Ga 
con wines ufually drunk in England. La Rochelh: and Bou 
-ft- ddaux, [ver. 11505,3 the two chjef port* of Gafcony, we 

jjj' both in Chaucer's time part of the Englifh dominions. — Sp 

,: iiiih wines might alfo be more alluring upon account of the 

; greater rarity. Among the orders of the royal houTehold, 

j. ii'ii)4, is the following; [mf. Ajr/.a93,ful.i6».3 " Andwher 

* " AS in rymes paft Spaniih wines, called Sacke, were little or m 

I ** whit v.fcd in our courte, and that in later years, though o 

' *' of ordinary allowance, it was thought convenient tliat n 

■; *' hlcmen, l5fc. niight have a boule or gla(s, Is^c, We unde 

■i' •' ftanding thit i: is now ufed as common drinke, t*fc. ndw 

'* the a/iqwancc to xU ga\U)as a d^^y Cot the court,*' (Iff. 



m VAKOONERE8 TALK. 69 

Of which ther rifetb fwlche famofitee, 

That whan a man hath dronken draughtet three, 

And weneth that he be at home in Chepe, 

He is in Spaigne, right at the toun of Lepe, 

Not at the Rochell, ne at Burdeuz toun, l^joj 

And thanne wol he fay Sampfoun ! Sampfonn ! 

fiot herkencth, Lurdings, o word, I you pray. 
That all the foveraine ades, dare I fay, 
Of vidories in the Olde Teftamcnt, 
Thiirgh veray God that is omnipotent, XljlO 

Were don in a^ftinence and in prayore ; 
J^oketh the Bible, and ther ye mow it iere. 

Lake, Attila the grete conquerour 
Died in his flepe with fhame and difhonour, 
Bleding ay at his nofe in dronkeneffe : 1 25 15 

A capitaine /hulde live in fobreneflb. 

And over al! this avifeth you right wel 
What was commanded unto Lamuel ; 
Not Samuel, but Lamuel, fay I. 
Redeth the Bible, and find it exprefly IZJZO 

Of wine yeving to hem that have juftice. 
No more of this, for it may wel fuffice. 

And now that I have fpoke of glotonic. 
Now wol I you defcnden hafardrie. 
Hafard is vtray moder of Icfinges, 1 25 15 

And of drccitc and curfed forfweringes, 
Blafphcming of Crift, maiiflaiightcr, and waft alfo 
Of catel, and of rime; nv.d forthtrnio 
1^. izSiO. kiiUb tbj'iiihL-} Proverbs xxxi. 4. 
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It is reprere, and contrary of hoiioar i^ 

FoctobenhbklaooaiiniinhafinAnry . •. 'X^Sfl 

And ever the liighcr iw u of eflat 

The moi^ he itholden defbJat. 

If that a prince ttfeth haiarderisy 

In die gofcmance and poiicie 

He xB, as hy comsran oplntoo, 19515 

Yhold the lefle in repntatioii. 

Stilbon, that was a wife embafladow^ 
Was &m to Corinth with fill gret honour . 
Fro Calidone, to maken hem alliance; 
And whan he came he happed himjtar c&mMt§ IS54O 
l^hat all the greteft that were of that lond 
Yplaying acte hafard he hem food; 
For which, as ibne as that it mighte be. 
He dale him home agein to his contree, 

^. 12537. StiHon'} John of Sallfbuty (from whom our Aa« 
tlior probably took tbia ftory and the following) calls him CM* 
Ion, Polycrat. 1. i. c. 5. ; ** Cbilon Lacedacmonius, jungends 
** (ocietatis caufa nu(ru» Corinthum, duces et feniores popuH 
*' luder.tcs invcnit in alei. Infedo itaque negotio reverfus 
•* eft," Ijc. Accordingly in ver. 11539, mf. C. i, reads very 
ri^Iuly Lacedomye inftcad of Calidonet the common reading. 
Our Author has ufed before Laccdomie for Laced^mon, ver. 
Ii6y2. 

^. 1 254Z. If laying atte bafard} I have added the prepofi- 
live V for the fake oftlie metre. Atte isa diflyllable. It was ori- 
^' ginally attcn, and is fo ufed by R. G. p. 379, 431. It has beett 

Ij trcc]ucnt ly corrupted into at the ; but in Chaucer it may (and 

r I Uiit^k Ihould/ aimed every where be reftored. See vcr. ii5i 

T,<j2h 4-!0 3' where feme mff. luvc preferved the true 
iijga — M>c Bowcj atte full. 
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And fayde ther, I wol not lefe my name, 
Ne wol not take on me fo grct defame. 
You for to ailie unto non hafardours : 
Scndeth fom other wife embalFadoun, 
For by my trouthe me were lever die 
Than [ you fliuld to hafardours allio ; 
For ye, that beu fo glorious in honour^, 
filhal not allie you to non hafurdoui s, 
As by my wille, ne as bjr my trctee. 
This wife philofophre thus fayd lie. 

Loke eke how to the King Demetrius 
The King of Parthes, as the book I'jyth us, 
Sent him a pair of dis of gold in fcorne, 
For he had ufed hafard therbefcirnc, 
For which he held his glory and his rcnoun 
At no value or reputatioun. 
L<ordefcmay finden other maccr phy 
Honed ynough to drive the d^y away. 

Now wol I fpeke of othes falJc and grctc 
A word or two, as olde bookes trctc. 
Gret fwering is a thing abhomjnablo, 
And falfe fwering is yet more reprevajic. 
The hiche God forbad fwerin'T at al, 
Witncflc on Mathew; but in fpccial 
O f fwcrint* f;iyth the lioly Jtrcniic, 
if^liou fliult fwcre foth thin othes, and not lie. 
MjJ fwcrc in dome, and eke in right;vir:i;,"c 
*^ uc y<icl fwering is a curfudncffc. 
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Behold a|id fee that in ihe&r&t tM$ 
Of highe Goddet beiUs hono w tW c r. - 
How that the feeood heft oC him H.Uwif . :1%S] 
Take not tny pame io idcl or wnk. 
Lo, rather he foriiedeth fwiche iwtriaf^ < . . 
Than homicide or oumy an other chiiig» . , 
I fay that as by ordre thus it ftoqdeth. 
This knoweth he that hisheftesmdcrfloiMicth ISi) 
How that the fe(;ood heft of God is that t 
And forchermore, I wol thee tell aU fht 
That yeogeaoce ihal not partes &9m his hobi, 
Thatofhisothesisotttnifeoas. > 
By Goddes precioos herte, aad by lusaaUes^ Jij 
And by the blood of drift that isio Hailet, 
Seven is my (jhancf, a«d thin is ciok aod treys s 
By Goddes'armes if thou faUly>fkye 

ir. ixsSs. bis KOilgs} t. e. vHthwbichhewasiwSedeo 
croft. Sir J. MandeviUe, c. v!l. s •* AnA thereby in tke wsU 
** the place where the 4 nayUs of our Lewd weren hidd, ftn 
*' had 2 in Us hondes and 1 in his fiect ; and of one of theife 
** Emperour of Coftantym)ble made a t)rydniJe to Ms lion, 
" bere him in bataylle, and thorRh veitue thereof be 01 
** came his enemies,*' ^jfc. He liad faid before, c. ii. that ** 
•* of the nayies tliat Crift was niyMcd with on the crofc* ^ 
at Ccdantynoble, and *' on in France in the Icinfres chaf)e)i 
-^.1X5^6. the blood— in HaiUs'} TIic Abbey of HalUtSxx Gl 
ceitcrihire was founded by Ridiard King of the Redmans, V 
thcr to Henry HI. This precious rclick, which was aftcrwj 
commonly called ** the blood of Hailes," wak brought ou 
Germany by the I'onof Ricliard,Kdmuad,who beftowedatl 
jurt of it upon his father's Abbe>' of HJiiles^ and fome time a 
^av c tlic other two parts to an abbey of hi» own fuandatio< 
Athni^ near Bcrkliamftcd. H'Allni/k. v. ii. p. S75. 
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This dagger (hal tharghout thin hcrtc go. 

This fririt Cometh of the bicchcl bones two, 1 25 90 

Forfwering, ire, falfenefle, and homicide. 

Now for the love of Crift, that for us dide, 
Letcth your othes both gret and fmale. 
But, Sires, now wol I tell you forth my Tale. 

Thife riotoures three of which I tell, 1 23 95 

Long erft or prime rong of any bell, 

Were fet hem in a tavernc for to drinke. 

And as they fat they herd a belle clinke 

Befom a corps was caried to his grave ; 

'I'hat on of hem gan callen to his knave, 12600 

Go bet, quod he, and axe redily 

What corps is this that paffeth here forth by, 

■^. 12590. the b'lccbel bones rtco] The common reading b 
thitke bones. The aiteration which I have ventured to make 
i> not authorized entirely by any mf. but in part by leveral : 
mf. A. xt^ibicket; C.i^tbcbe.cbed; HA. and H. thebiccbcJ.; C. 
B. 'f. Nc. tA.Ca. I, the bicchid; B. a. tbebiccbe; ed. Ca. i, tbe 
I'ircbeJ, Bickel, as explained by Kilian, is taltu^ ovillus et lu/o- 
rius i and hkliddn^ t.ilis luderc. See alfo Had. jfunii Nonuncl. 
n. 213. Our dice indeed arc the ancient tejfcra:^ (kuooz) not 
/j/i, (jiq^a.ya.\^i) but both being games of hazard the imple- 
ments of one might \yt ealily attributed to the otlvcr. It Ihould 
feem from Jua'ius, be. c'lt. tliat tiic Germans Iiad prcferved the 
cuftum of playing witli die natural bones, as tlicy have difie- 
rent names for a game with tali ovU.% and aaothcr with t.iU 
bululi. 

t'. izfioi. Go bet} The fame phrafe is ufed In Lez. o/G. Jr. 
Duio.zy.S.; 

The herd of turtci/nnni!en is anon. 

With Ley g» /rf/, prickc th'»i!, In g<in, let gon ■■ 

where it fccirs to be a term oftlic chafe. 
yotume ir, G 



And lolce tJuit tbg^ report Bk aifne trfXf ,.. 

k was me told or y^ came here fe«rf ]iqpn%{-, .lllcy 
He was pardc aiijM felaw of ypQf^ . . . , 
And fodenly he wisjibuii to-nigfbtt, ■ >•..., , 
Fordronbe as he lat oa hU Wiic|u; a|ic%)|| j .j., 
Thei^camc a fnjtt the^ men dapq^ ^Dct)^ 
That in this contrce all the peplp i)f|di, •;. A ll^M 
And with hisipei^ he (mote his hpite |itwo» ,. 
And went hit way withouten wordfs no* 
He hath a thoufaod (Iain this pc^ilepcoi' 
And^maifter, or je come in his prefence 
Me thinketh that it were ful nece^ie Z9^IJ 

For to beware of fwiche an adverfaric : 
Beth redy for tomete hira evermore ; 
Thus taoghte mo my dame ; 1 fay no more. 

By Selnte Marie, fayd this uvernere, 
The child lay thfoth, for hehathilain thisyere, t%6w 
Hens over a mile, within a gret village, 
Both man and woman, child, and hyne and page; 
I trovve his habitation be there : 
To ben avifcd grct wifdome it were 
Or that he did a man a diihononr. xatfsj 

Ye.Goddes armes, quod this riotour. 
Is it fwiche peril with him for to mete ? 
I (hal him feke by ftile and eke by ftrete| 
I make a vow by Goddes digne boi^cs. 
Hcrkeneth, felawcs, we three ben alle ones; 1163(3 



■ 
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Let eche of us l^old up' hU hond to 6ther, 

And Ache of us becotnen others brother. 

And we wol din this falfe traitour Deth : 

He (hal be flaio, he that fo many ileth, 

By Goddet dignitee, or it be night. '2635 

Togeder hao thife three htr troothes plight 
To Mwe and dies eche of hem for other, 
As though he were his owen boren brother. 
And up they ftert al dronken in this rage, 
And forth they gon towardes that village 1 2640 
Of which the tavemer had fpoke beforn, 
And many a grifly oth than have they fworn. 
And Grilles blefled body they to-rent, 
Deth fhal be ded, if that we may him hent. 

Whan they han gon not fully half a mile, 12645 
Right as they wold han troden over a (lile. 
An oMe manand a poure with hefn mette : 
This olde man ful mekely hem grettc. 
And fayde thus; Now, Lordes, God you -fee! 

The proudeil of thife riot ou res three 1 265 o 

Anfwerd agen ; What ? chcrl, with fory grace. 
Why art thou all forwrapped fave thy face f 
Why lived thou fo longe in fo gret age ? 

This olde man gan loke in his vifagc, 
And faydc thus ; For I ne cannot finde 1 2655 

A nun, though that I walki^d into Inde, 
Neither in citce nc in no viiUge, 
'J'hat woldc change his youthc for min age ; 

G!j 




1 A> loagt tiiiicw.it-» (JiiuMw ^pilIt . .■ ' 

|.j HeDcd>.aIuIiw«>laMluntB^1iFt' ■-- 

I-j' Tlin4<nlkelMK»fdUlMquriC -. 

:!|!; Aodwthegnwpd.'riUchwmjw u faillli 

['^ IknockcwithBy'tafeiUchafidhM, 

;» ' Ai]dfaTtohi>«,L.«vciDotlier,lMncin. ' 

tjj Lo, how I Tuilhi fldh, mmI Uaod,««d Uk 

•l| AIu! whaalluilmTboBcabcBMtre&e? 

^it WnihiT. iiUti jnn TiiiM t rhiTiii. j iliitit 

That in 1117 iliutUire loB(re tine huh be, 
I Yc, foruihticnclaBttowrapinine. 

But yet to me Die wul DM don tliu grace, 
Ftr which ful pile and welked i> m j ftkcc, 
Bui, Sim, to you it iino currdie 
I To fpckc UDto ID oldc nun vituiic. 

But hetrefpafeiiinordordlniiKlcde. 
lo holy nrit ye mowi youirelvcii rede 
AgeiDf an olde man hore upon hiahedc 
Ye Ikuld atifs ■■ therfore I yevc yoo reJe 
Ne doth unto an cldc m'Q Hon harm miw. 
No more than chat ye woJd a man did you 
In aire, if that ye may fa long abide; 
t i AnJGodbewithyouivherycgoorridei 

I molte go thider ag t have to go. 
'_ '1, Nay, olde cherl, by <:od thou flialt not to, 

Sxjde thii othtr hafir Jout anon ; 
'i'iiou pMttft not to W^'iT .'^ v;vOT.-\j*a^ 
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Thoo rpake right now of thiike traitour Deth, 

That in this contree all oer frendesi fleth ; 

Have here my trouth, as thou art his efpie. 

Tell wher he is, or thou (halt it abb 1%6^0 

By God and by the holy facrement. 

For ibthly thou art on of his alTent 

To flcn us yongc folk, thou falfe thcfe. 

Now, Sires, quod he, if it be you fo lefe 
To finden Deth, toume up this croked way, 12695 
For in that grove I left him by my fay 
Under a tree, and ther he wol abide, 
Ne for your boft he wol him nothing hide. 
Se ye that okt ? right ther ye Ihuln him 6nd. 
God faire you that bought agen mankind, 1 1 7C0 
And you amende! Thus fayd this olde man. 

And e verich of thife riotoures ran 
Til they came to the tree, and ther they found 
Of Floreins fine of gold ycoined round 
Wcl nigh an cightc bnihcU, as hem thought: 12705 
No lengcr than after Dethc they fought. 
But cche of hem (o glad was of the fight. 
For that the Floreins ben fo faire and bright, 
That doun they fette hem by the precious hord ; 
The werftc of h* m he fpake the firfte word. 1 2 7 1 

Brethren, quod he, take kepe what I (hal fay; 
My wit is gret though that I bourde and play. 
This trefour hath Fortune unto us yeven, 
In mirth and jolitee our lif to liven, 

Giij 
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And 1 ighily as it Cometh fo wol we fpend* t%W 

Ey, Goddes predoua dignitce ! who wend 

To-dsy that we (hold han fo faire,a grace f 

But n^ight this g<>14 be caried fro this pltce 

liamc to myn hous, or eUes unto yoarvt, 

( For wel I wote that all thii« gold is oures) It740 

Thanne were we in high feUcitee ; 

But trewely by day it may not be, 

Men wo]dea £iy that we were theevet ikroagt 

And for our owen trefoor don us hong. 

This trefour muft ycaried be by night 117^1 

As wifely and as fleighly as it might ; 

Wherfore trede that cut among us alle 

We drawe, and let fee wher the cut wol fallei 

And he that hath the cut, with herte blith, 

Sbal rennen to the toun, and that ful fwith, 12730 

And bring us bred and win ful prively ; 

And two of us ihal kepen fubtilly 

This trefour wel ; and if he wol not tarien, 

Whan it is night we wol this trefour carieu 

By on alTent wber as us thinketh be{l< 1 2 735 

That on of hem the cut brought in hisfefl. 
And bad hem drawe, and loke wher it wold falle. 
And it fell on the yonged of hem alle. 
And forth toward the tonn he went anon : 
And al fo ibne as that he was agon 1 9740^ 

That on of hem fpakc thus unto that other; 
Thou woteil wel thou art my fworen brother* 



miy pro&twtol 1 tcU thee right anon* 

Thou woft wel that o«r ielaw is agoo» 

And hen U|;old, and that fill gretpkntee, 12745 

That ihal departed hco among as three ; 

Bat oathelet, if I can fliape it fo 

That it departed were among us two 

Had I not don a freades torn to thee I 

That other anfwcrd, I n'ot how that may be : x 2 7 j o 
He wott wel that the gold is with us tweye. 
What (hnhi we don ? what ihuln we to him feye ? 

8hal it be conieil f fayd the firfte flirewe, 
And I (hal tcUen thee in woidcs fcwe 
What we ihal don, and bring it wel aboute. 12755 

I grante, quod that other, out of doute, 
That by my trouth I wol thee not bewreie. 

Now, quod the firft, thouwoil wclwebentweie, 
And tweie of us ihol (Irenger be than on. 
I.oke, whan that he is fet thou right anon 12760 
Arife, M though thou woldeft with him play, 
And I ihal rive him thurgh the (ides tway 
WHiile that thou ilrogleft with him as in game. 
And with thy dagger loke thou do the fame ; 
A nd than ihal ail this gold departed be, 127 6s 

My dere frend ! betwi&en thee and me; 
'i'han mono we bothe our lufles al fulfille, 
And play at dis right at our owen wille. 
«^nd thus accorded bcu thife ihrewes tweye 
To flcn the thridde, as ye hdn herd me feye. 1 27 7c 




ThuscDiJcilbrnthire homicides two. 

And eke the fatfe erapoifoner alfo, 

OcuiredneflFnfallccurrednenc' 

tratouiihomicid*! o wick«tne(re! Il!p 
O glolonit, luiurie, and hafardrie ! 

Tlinu bliTphcmout of Crift with »ilan[c 

Andathetgnteof ufage and of pride! 

Alu! nunklnde, haw may it betide 

That to thyCKatoQT.which that thee wroiigklli.'J 

And with bit precious hene-blood iheebonjln, 

Thau art To hih and lb unkind I alas! 

Now. good men, God foryeve yon yoorUcfpu, 
And ware you fro the Gnne of aiiarice. 
Mm holy pardon may yon all warice:. 
So that ye oftVe nobles or flarliUKea, 
Or (ilei CUer brDttwB, fjiones, ringes. 
Bnwefh your hed under this holy hulle. 
Cumeih up, yewive). and offreth ofyonrwo 
Your names 1 entre here in myroli anon; 
Into the blilTc of heven Ihul ye gon : 

1 yiiu alToilc by nin high powcre, 
Youlhatwilnoffre.aicleneandehe asclere 
A-i ye were home. Lo,8irei,lhoi I preche; 
And Jefu Crift, that is onr foulcs leche, 
Sn graunte you his pardon to receive. 
For that i« bell, 1 wol you not dnci ve. 

Bui, SirP'.DWDldfurjitel inmyTaJe; 
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At faire as aoy man in Englelond, X 1855 

Whkk were mc yeven by the Popes hood. 

If any of you wol of devotion 

Offrcn, and han min abfolotion, ^ - 

Cometh forth anon, and kneleth here adoaa, 

And mckely recetveth my pardoun ; 1 28()e 

Or elles taketh pardon as ye wende, 

Al newe and fre(he at every tonnes «nde. 

So that ye offren alway newe and newe 

Nobles or pens which that ben good and trcwe. 

It is an honour to everich that is here XA865 

That ye moun have a foffilant Pardonere . 

To aiToilen you in contrce as yc ride 

For aventures which that moon betide*. 

Paraventure ther may falle on or two 

Doun of his hors, and breke his necke atwo. 1 3870 

I^oke, which a feurtee is it to you aile 

That I am in your felawihip yfaile^ 

That may affoile you both more and lafle. 

Whan that the ibule (hal fro the body paiXe. 

I rede that our Hofte fhal beginne, X % 8;^ 

For he is moft envoluped in finne. 

Come forth, Sire Holle, and offre firft anon, 

And thou ihah kifle the relikes evcrich on, 

Ye for a grote : unbokei anon thy purfe. 

Nay, nay, quod he ; than have 1 Crifles curfe. 
l.ct be, quod he; it (hal not be,fo the ich. 12881 
'i'hou woldefl make me kiffe thin olde brecb. 
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We Icvqi all in thegret God, 9[iiod4ic t - - • 

He wotde foweD fom difficultee. 

Or fpringeo- cockle in oar dene cotiml;' 

And thcrfefeHivfte^ I vvarne tbee-liefionie 

Myjolybodyfluta'Ariecdlo^ ia^5 

And I flul diokdi yum lb OMt^ * bdk 

7'hat I flial iRrakenaU chi» compAgnie i - • •" 

But it dial not ben of philolb^ie, 

Ne of phyfikci ne tcnne» qaedDte of hwit 

Theris but litel Latin id my amwe. I1930 

THE SHIPMANMES TALE. 

A Mardymt whilom dwelled at Seint Deniie 

I'hat riche wa^, for which m^n held him wife : 

A wif he had of excellent beautee. 

And compaignable and revelops was ihe, 

giving of this Prologue to the Shipman. In mff. Candi). thb 
palLge is given to the Snmpnoury but not by way of Prologue 
ti) Ills Talc. In C. it in fbllcwed by The Wife of Bathea Prolopie, 
and in D. by the Protogue which Sn this edit, is prefixed to The 

Squlercs Tale. rWbcu ihcfediveriities are confidercd, and 

alfo that the whole paflagc is wanting in the five beft mlT. it 
may perhaps appear not iinprol)able that thefe twenty eight 
lilies, though corqpoTcd by Chaucer, bad not been infierted by 
him in the bodycf his Work, that they were therefore omitted 
ill tlic &Th copies, and were afterwards injudidoufly prefixed 
to Vhe Squierea Tale iR^en the true Prologue of thatTalc, as 
printed above, was become unfuitable, by reafonof the Tale it- 
fcW I'.tring removed out of its proper place. 

^ . 1 292 ^ /pringcn cockle^ This feemt to aHude to Zoffer at 
d( rivcil from /oliunij but Du Canittinv. Zottlfiriiu, rather Itop- 
p<>:cs that LollarJ was a word of German original, flgnifying 
ff}i.jt:ator^ a mumbler of prayers. See alfoXf/iaiit In ▼. lolaerd, 

-Tl'i Sb'j'nuitMi Tatc\ A merchant of St. penUc is coufincd 



THE SHIPMANKES PROLOGUE. 

Thii.wata liuifiy Talslor itienoiKa. i-y^S 

Sire Pat >lh Preeft; tfioii lie, fur Goddcs honci 
9 Tell ui a Tale, at was thy iorward yoce j 

I fee wd that ye lerOMl Oica in locc 

Cm in[ichf!|;tiddiby GoddctiiHgiiitee.. 
■ The Pcribn hitautTwcrdiSranArftc.' 11910 

J What eawU the miuiruCnfullyiQCwttt? 

Ont Hodc ai)f*enJ, O Jantin ] be y= tlitrc ? 
I Now good men. quod onr Hoftr, heikntih to me; 

] Anclla Lollcr in the whiii, '\ttaA he : 

AbidechforGoildeiciigtiepsBion, HI'S 

For we llifll bin a pmlicaiidti : 

Thii LoUcc here wol prechen usftmwhst. 
Nay, by my fiiharsfouU, thai ihaj he nat, 

Siydf the Shipmui ; here Ihal he nat pnchc ; 

He Ibalnogorpclglol^u here neteche. ll-}la 

% . I I1II> IJHalla U/l(rJ Thu>ulnptu[jdsr,(>>pvr>n''<'"l 
■ Wiailfcot Uu lime, /f.lrl. Cual. tl. •ieSyi "Haw 111 tne''- 
iw prottiUDunajeili (trfccotiouo — 11 a man 



" graHLti," (tfc. 

»««[«i(llntlien(/t(PBr/f,t-"c, ^ )i,) *UdiwaM.i; 



If 
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Acqaaintiedw«isfowiththifligfo6de'ii|«ii; v 
Sithenthaehirfiitekflwwkpgislwgati;'' ' ' > tfl^ 
Thattnhi«faoiiiMfuiittierti^b» ^ 

Asitpoffiblei»aity^freiidt5be. : ' 
And for as moc&tNt thk f06d«'iiiati •- -^' ^ ' 
Apd'jeke this nkMikof which ftut I %cgftBf '.' 
Were bothe twcr.y)M>rfiriii ty village, Iftf^ 

The monk hi^'dumech as fdr«tyfibage. 
And he again hira ftffd liot titfnTttftjr; ' 
But was as glad therof w foute vi'dlty, 
FortoUiisherteirw«tBgnB«!jAefett4^d. * 

Thus ben rlnsyt^kait >«»it|i Ct«ris«'«llikace » la^] 
And eche of hem glm other for to tafifre ' 
Of brctherhed^tefoile that hhr |if Uiay dure. 

Free was Dan John, abd dAnidT'bf difpence, 
As ifl th^c hoviv, 'wad f\A of diligenefe ' 
To don plefa&ce, and^Ub grct toftage ; ' lap; 

He not forgate to yeve the lefte page 
In all that hous, but after hir degrtsc 
He yave the lord and (ithen htsmeince, 
Whan thajt he came, fom maner honeft thing, 
For which they were as glad of hi^ coming 129] 
As foule is fayn whati that the fonn«! up rifeth. 
No more of this as now, for it fuffifeth. 

But fo befell this marchant on a day 
Shope him to maken rcdy his array 
Toward the toun of Brugges for to fare, I29) 



■^\ To bycn ther a portion of ware^ 
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JPor which he hath to Paris fent anon 
A mefiager, and prated hath Dan John 
That he fliuld come to Seint Deni», and plele 
With him and with his wif a day or tweie, 1 2 990 
Or he to Brugges went, in alle wife. 

This noble monk, of which I you devife. 
Hath of his abbot as him lift licence, 
(ficcaofe he was a man of high prudence, 
And eke an officer out for to ride 1 2995 

To feen hir granges and hir bernes wide) 
And onto Seint Denis he cometh anon. 

Who was fo welcome as my Lord Dan John, 
Our dcre coufin, ful of curtefie f 
With him he brought a jubbe of Malvefie, 13000 
And eke another ful of fine Vernage, 
And volatile, as ay was his ufage. 
And thus I let hem ete, and drinke, and pleye. 
This marchant and this monk, a day or tweye. 

The thridde day this marchant up arifeth, 1 3005 
And on his nedes fadly him avifeth. 
And op into his count our hous goth he. 
To rcken with himfelven, wcl may be. 
Of thilke yerc how that it with him flood, 
And how that he difpended had his good, 13'. l^ 
And if that he encrefcd were or non. 
His bookes and his baj^ges many on 
♦-. 13000. MalvcTiel sec the note on ver, jxSSi. 
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)en thife wedded men, that lie and dare, 

n a fourme fitteth a wery hare 
.re al forilraught withhoandes gret and fmale. 
jt, dere nece! why be ye fo pale ^ 13036 

i trowe certes that our goode man 
Hath yoQ laboured fith this night began, 
That you were nede to reften haiUly. 
And with that word he lough fnl merily, 1 3040 
And of his owen thought he wexe all red. 
This faire wif gan for to fliake hire hed. 
And faied thus ; Ye, God wote all, quod ihe : 
Nay, cofin min, it ftant not fo with me; 
for by that God that yave me foule and lif 1304 5 
In all the reame of Praunce is ther no wif 
That laife Iu(l hath to that fory play. 
For I may ling alas and wala wa 
That I was borne ! but to no wight (quod ihe) 
Bare 1 not tell how that it ftant with me ; 13050 
Whcrfore I thinke out of this lond to wende. 
Or elfes of myfelf to make an ende, 
So f ul am I of drede and eke of care. 

This monk began upon this wif to ftare. 
And fayd, Alas ! my nece, God forbede 13C55 

That yc for any for we or any drede 
Fordo yourfeif : but telleth me your grefe, 
Pararenture T may in your mifchefe 
Coufcile or helpe; and thc^fore reileth me 
All your annoy, for it ihal ben fecree ; 13069 
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For 00 mj portot here I mike aa oth 
That net er in my lif, £or lc£e De locfay 
Ne flisl I pf|K> CfAicU jou bewray. 

The fame agen to you» quod ihe^ I fiiy« 
By God and by thii portos I you fwersi IJC^ 

Though mep me woJdeo all id pecet ten , ! 
Nc (hal I never, lor to.gon to hcUcp 
Bewrey o word of thing that ye me tell} 
Nought for nocofinage ne alliancei . 
But veraily for love and afliance. 130; 

Thu8 ben they fworoe, and hereupon they kiftc» 
And cche of hem told other what hem Ufle. 

Cofin, qood ihe, if that I had a fpace^ 
As I have n^n, and namely in thii place. 
Than wold I tell a legend of my lif, 13c; 

What I have fufiired fith I was a wif 
With mia hufbond, al be he your cofin. 

Nay, quod thie monk, by God and Seint Martin 
He n*is no more cofin unto me 
Hian is the leef that hangeth on the tree ; 130) 
] cicpe him fo, by Seint Denis of France, 
n^o han the more caufe of acquaintance 
Oi you, which I have loved fpecially 
Abovcn alle women iikerly ; 

ir. 1 306 1, on my portos2 »• *• Breviafy. Du Conge, in v. ft 
t'lfr.i-'tum. Fortuciffes are^mentioned among other prohibit 
h<;< ks m the ftar. 3 and4E. VI. c. 10. ; and in the parliamei 
xoW oi 7 £. IV. n. 40. there is a petition that the robbing of 
; ) 1 1 F:) tcoas — Gr AvelJ, Manuell, \lfc, IhoaM be madefrlony wit 

V 0ui clergy, to which the king anfwercd ix Ray s*avifitra. 



This fwere I yoiMd iby profefliiHiii. X jc- 3^ 

Telleth your gft^ lift tliav he come adoon, 
AhdiSa&eth yos^andgodi a«ny a*oa. 

My der«;l»vt (^[MdJM, oUby Da* John! 
Fiilldb^tMre^thitcfiqftnfeirAhide;' ' 
Bot ottt it motvfft'aurf nfd lclii|!f:t> ihSldk* ' 13090 

Myn hniboiid i|%o me die werl^ man 
That tver wat fith «h^ the wKtrld beg^lin r *" 
Bat iith I atfil^vril'lffit not UK 
To tellen no:vigffatN)f our priTetee 
NdthdrinbttdwitflKinocheffAata^ ' X3095 
God ihilde I fliahlt k tdkn ferhb|t«ee*S 
A^lrtfatttjawtfipftfof hireAttlhltti ' 

BotallhoDoiir, aBl«anttnderflr6ilid^ 

Save unto yMitlHUilidcfa.lteHttftalr' "' . 

Ashel[ie«ieG0d;hJiel»1kiQgfatMrl!hata]l; X3IC6 

In no de|tirie>tfM^««Mii itf a flj«. - 

B«tyitniegrevethniofth»tti|pii^t' ' 

And welye wot that women taitafiXtf " 

0dfift* thhigeii fitt an weU a* r ; 

They woldeo that hirhufllondmihiildeii1»e X3T05 

Hardy, and wife, and riche, and thifrto IHee» 

And busome to hit wif, and frefli a^bedde; 

But by that ilhe Lord that fiorulMedde,' . 

For hi» honour myfielven lor to amy, 

A Sonday neit i muftd nedet {itfy X3110 

An hundred frankt, or elles am I lome ; 

Iftt were ikie kver that I were unborn* 



Thaq frere doni^ fdaodre or vibaie. 

And if n\u^ JbtiboiMl eke might it ei^ . i 

I c'ere but loft ; and tberfore I you. prey ■ . '. .13: 

Lc ne me tlM« foname, or elles mote I dey t. 

Dan John, I fay, lene me thUhniidfediraiikcs| 

Parde I wol npt fiulle yoa mythanket. 

If that you lift to do that I yon pray ; 

For at a certain day I wol you p«y, . 131 

And do to yon what plefaoce ao4 fervicc 

That I may don, right at you lift devife; 

And bfit 1 doGod jtal^.oD me vengeance 

As foul as eyer had Gepelou of France* 

I'his gentil monk anfwerd in this maneie : 1 3 
Now trewely, min owen lady dere I 
I have (quod he) 00 yofei fo grete a routhe, 
That 1 yon fwerej an4 piighte yon my trouthe. 
That whan your huibond is to Flandres fare 
T wol deliver ypu out of this care, S3 

For I wol bringen you an hundred frankes* 
And with that word he caught hire by the flankn 
And hire embraced hard, and kifte hire oft. 
Goth now your way, quod he, al ftille and foft, 
And let us dine as fone as that ye may, 13 

For by my kalender it is prime of day : 
Goth now, and beth as trewe as I ihal be. 
Now elles God forbede, Sire, quod ihe. 
And forth (he goth as joly as a pie, 
1 And bad the cokes that they ihuld hem hie, 13 
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3 that siMi|fn%iiMn dinei tod ihst kiioibb^ - 

rp u hire hnibond -i* this wif ygen, 

jid knocketh St his coQotour boldel^^ 

>tf/ ^ At ^ qw»d he. Peter; it am 1. 

}nod ihe. What, Sire, how longd wbl ye&fk ? 13 T4J 

low longe time wol ye reke&and icift 

'omr.fommet, and your bookcs, tad your thioges f 

'he devil haie ptft of all fwiche rrketiiAiget ! 

e han ynongh pardc of Oodde* Ibode. = 

ome doun to^y, and let yourbi^es fttoiide. 

feheyenotaihamedthatDaaJohfi - 13151 

hal CaiUag all this day eleoge goof I 

Vhac ! let n» here a mafle, and'go We dine. 

Wif, quod thi»man, litel canft' thoa divine 
'he carious hefineflethat^e haV«) ; 13 f 55 

or of us chapmen, all fo God me fave> 
Ind by that lord that cleped is Scint Ive, 
Icarfly amonges twenty ten ihul thrive 
^ontinuelly, laltiog onto oure age. 
Ve moun wel maken chere and good vifage, 13 160 
Ind drivenJorth the world at it may be, 
Uid kepen ourp eftat in privitee 
fil we be ded , or elles that we play 
\. pilgrimage, or.gon. oot of the way : 
Ind thcrfore have I gret neceffitee 1 3 1 ^5 

Jpon this qudnte world to avifcn me ; 
'or evermore mote we ftond in drede 
)f hap and fortune in our chapmanhcde. 



And come agein m Am m €nM Ivmfw l|i;i 

Forvhidi,iiQF4*««lnflIthMbff(BlM:> ' 
As be to evei7iv]^.li«|com tfldflkfcc^ 

AndhoneftlyKOVBIIveiKloif hoMk :: • 
Thott hiA ffoongli iaff cry Huuietifinfii ^ll'/J 

That t<^ a ttnifty hwilhoM uiii ^ &% •<- ^ 
Thee lacketKiwmJMwy.aeLflo flmHjIfit^i.' :/ • 
Of ri)vviftth7|iiiiii)ih«lttboAii^iM^ .. . 
And {xrith that w^BtthMfmMtbw^dkt Im ibette» . 
And douo he got^s BO ktigcr ytM bi ktit} l^iSt 

AndhaftilyarnulTowMthel'&ide, 

Andfped4lyt|i«t<V]e§w«r€yliide» : . 
And lo the diner. k)Qgt they htm Ipcdde; 
And richely this tnook the chipmsn fitdde* 

And after diner Dan John fobrdy t$l9 

This chapman toke apart, and prively 
He faid him thus; Cofin, it ftondeth do 
That wel I fee to Bmgges ye wol go ; 
God and Seint Auftin fpede you and gide ! 
I pray you, cofin, wifely that ye ride ; 11 

Governeth you alfo of your diete " 
Attemprely, and namely in this hete* 
Betwix us two nedeth no ftrange fare i 
Farewel, cofin » Ood fiitlde yoa fro care ! 
If any thing ther be by day or night. 
If it lie in my power and my mighty 

5 
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That ye nAwolcoflUBtad in any wiie^ 
It dial be doa rig^ » ye vol devi£e. 

But o:l|ii|»^ •cys foipif it may be ; 
I woldc prayen yoa for to leee me 
An huBdreMwikcsiiBraweke ortwcyc. 
For certtm beftet tbac I BoAe beye. 
To iiprea with a phve that isourc% 
( God help me fri wold that it were yoarcs ) 
I ihal not faiUe foicly of my day. 
Not for a thoaiand fraokes, a mile way. 
But let this thinf^ be fecree, I you prrye ; 
Fur yet to-lught thife beOet mote 1 bcye. 
And fare.pow wcl, min owen cofin dere! 
Grand mercy oi jonc coft and of yoor chere. 

This noble marchent gentiUy anon 
Anfwerd and iaid, O oofiii min, Dan John ! 
Now fikerly this is a fmal reqnefte ; 
My gold IB yoanes, whan that it you Icftc, 
And not only my gold but my chafiare : 
Take what you left, God ihildc that yc fpare. 
But o thing it, ye know it wcl ynouoh 
Of chapmen that hir money is hir plough : 
We moun creancen while we han a name. 
But goodies for to ben it is no game. 
Pay it agcn whan it lith in your efc : 
After my might ful fayn wold I you plcH*. 

Thife hundred frankes fet he forth anon, 
And privcly he tokc hem to Dan J<'hn : 



Ko wight in «] this worU wift aTtJilviM*' ^ 'JJitlsr 
Saving this marcbaiit and Oi9fbk«il(«Mlj :' '. i ■ .. 
They drinkc, aodfpeke, maAmaa»m%i^ll»taA^plgfe, 
TH that Dan John ridetk to hb ablMcyv.' ' : 

The movwtcasM, and firtli- tbaMmaMamMtdi 
To Flandres waid ; his picatis wcl Utti ^kiNh 
Til he came in to Brogges metilf;: : '«' " i- 'iff 3151 
Kow goth thlsinarchint ikflt aad hMf* :■'" 
Ahotft his nede, and Uttk, ahd'crewiiei^ : < > ' - - 
He neither phyeth at the dis-ne daAccth^> j - 
Butasamarchantyfliortlyfortbtcll^- <:r'.'i H^l^ 
He ledeth his Uf ; and ther I kt him dw«IL- 

The Sonday nest the marchaat was agMi 
To Seint Denis yeomen is Dan Johsy ' > 1 
With croune and berde all Irelh and newe y&ave. 
I n all the hous ther n*as U> litci a knave^ 1 3 240 

Ke no wight elles, that he n^as fol hau 
Tot that my Lord Dan John was come again. 
And fiiorcly to the point right for to gout,. 
I'his faire wif accordcth with Dan John 
That for thife hundred frankee he Ibuld all night 
Haven hire in his armes bolt upright : 1324^ 

And this accord parformcd was in dede. 
In mirth all night a befy lif they lede 

^.13 246. HiJt'en hire} The firv^l n In ffavgn ha» been added 
for tlie fake of tlie metre, but unneccnarily, as the e femipine 
711 ay be pronounced before i& as before a conibnant. Seethe 

n. on vcr. 300. ., . 
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AndbadlhftHwinig ffffi^-hwcgooddiiy; 13250 
For BOB of hea^acfM vriffat in the tMii« 
H«Ui «f On ^tefiglitMa fbfpeftkMHii : 
And lortli iKfUoCh iMOK to hk abbe^ 
Or wlwr ibmliftc; BQ note of him I fief . 

This marchaiittwhw that tBded wm the (aire, 
ToSejotDeiiiihcginfiriDfepsifc, . . . . 13256 
Aad with hU nrif hcLtnaketh fefte aad chere, 
Aod telleth hire that cha&ftt it ib dere 
That nedet imlftehe nuke a chevKaoce, 
Forhewaaboodfsmajxoogiiilaace 13260 

To payen twenty-thMlfiuid (heldet anon : 
For which thia narchant is to Paris f on 
To borwe of certain frcodes that he hadde 
A certain franket, tmd iam with him he ladde. 
And whap thai he waa come in to the tooD, 13265 
For gret chiertep aqd gret afiediotm 
Unto Dan John he goth him firft to pleye^ 
Not for to aze or borwe of htm moneye. 
But for to wfU and feen of his welfare, 
And for to tellen him of his chafifare, 13270 

As frendes don whan they ben niette in fere. 

Dan John him maketh fefte and mery chcre, 
And he him tokle agen iul fpecially 
How he had wei ybought and gracioufly 

, (Thanked be God) all hole his marchandife, I3275 

' Save that he mn(t in alle manere wife 
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3ut by thy lif be ne no more fo large; 

Kepc bet my good ; this yeve I thee in charge. 
Thus endcth now my Tale, and God us fende 
Taling ynough nnto our lives cnde. 

THE PRIORESSES PROLOGUE. 

XVi L faid, by eorpus Domini, quod our Hofte ; 1 3365 
Now longe mote thou failen by the cofte, 
Thou gentil maifter, gentil marinere. 
God give the monke a thoufand laft quad yere. 
A ha ! felawes, beth ware of fwiche a jape. 
The monke put in the mannes hode an ape, 1 33 7^ 
And in his wifes ^ke, by Seint Anftin. 
Draweth no monkes more into your in. 

fiat now paiTe over, and let us feke aboute 
Who ihal now tellen firft of all this route 
Another Tale : and with that word he faid, 1337/ 
As curteifly as it had ben a maid ; 

My Lady Prioreffe, by your lev e, 
So that I wiil I ihuld you not agreve, 
I wolde demen that ye tellen (bold 
A Tale next, if fo were that ye wold. ^33^ 

Now wol ye vouchefauf, may Lady dere ? 

Gladly, quod (he ; and faide as ye ihul here. 

♦"• ' 'i'i^^* ^ tbou/and iij quad yere] Laft, in Tcut. is onus* 
/arcina^ Kilian ; and quaed in the fame lanj^age is tncUus : the 
meaning therefore is, God give the monkc a tboufjrJ lafi (ever 
fo (Treat a weight) o^ quad yere (bad year*, misfortune.) 'V\\c 
Italians ufe mal anno in the lame ienTe. 



10% r-M im*uAtimttiriffti 

I kcpe not <if hit toVeoes aMier ft M i ' < ' • 

He toke mefSttUht g(Ady I trou it KdL 

What ! e^dMdbttie on hitwodlLMflMiise; ^$$3S 

ForGodk-w^JwendwklMMit^-tfMae-' ' 

That he had )«et^ k aw bccaiafe of ]^ j* . 

To deb cilttWifh lAiii hdnow nfid niff prair 

ForcofinagoaiKl<}cefbr^fM^nMn> - ; y ■- - 

That he haUihad M oftcteCiftMMllertft ■ • I334# 

But fith I fee I ft^Mldfe n fwidM diijdlnt 

I wol anfilrefe yM fhortly'to the potM. . • . ■ 

Ye have^'tfiflakke dettoon thaa.am I; 
For 1 wol pay yea wel and r^ily ■ 
Fro day to day | Md if fo 1)ei faiUe» '3345 

I am your wif/ feofe it upon my taile. 
And I flial'pay as fone asever I may; 
For By my ti^outh I have on min array. 
And not in waftc, beftowed it every del : 
And for I have beftowed it fo we! '335^ 

For your honour, for Goddes fake I fay 
As beth not wrothe, but let us laugh and play : 
Yc fbal my joly body ban to weddc ; 
By God I n'ill not pay yon buta-bedde : 
Foryeve it me, min owen fpoufe dere ! 13355 

'I'urne hitherWard, and maketh better cbere* 

'i'his merchant faw ther waft no remedy, 
And for to chide it n*ere but a foly, 
Sirh tht\f the thing may not amended be. 
No w wif, he faid, and I foryeve it thee ; ' 13 3^0 



Bat hjiSkfMhfi ne no more to bf|;e; 
Kepe ber a iy ^ g otwl ; thbycfc I thee in diargg, 
TlitM emMhaem' mf Tkle, md Oo4 vt Icade 
Taling ynoughteto o«r Kvet aide. 

THE PRIORESSES PROLOGUE. 

Kow long^ mote thoo fkilea l»f tbcc^Ae, 

Irhon gentil maifter, gtatiA mtfiocre. 

God givellie meolx a tbcwfaad Idt ^md yere. 

A ha! felawet, beth ware of fwklie « }ape. 

TliefiMMkeiMrtiii^mBDiieihodeiB^e, I33r« 

And IB hit wifet Ac, lijr Sdst Asttn. 

Praweth no mooket more into your in. 

Bat now pafle oter, aad let «• lielbe«boute 
Who (hal flow'triko Mt of all Cfaif route 
AnothcrTale: and with that word be laid, i2:i7S 
As carteilly as it had ben a maad ; 

Mj Lady Priordle, hy your lere. 
So that I wift I ftald you not agreve, 
f wolde demen that ye tellea &old 
ATale not, if fo were that ye wold* 1^3^ 

Now wol ye Toochefaof , may Lady dere ? 

Gladly, qaod Ihe ; and £ude as ye fliul here. 



U'» 



^. 13368. a tbomfand hjl quadyer/y Lc^, ioTeut. it on 
jtinimt^WOimiUtdftiaedinliietuuclAo^u^fiUiniaius . tl.t 
xneuang therefore b, God five the nooke a tbotifjKd iaji (c v«:r 
to great a weiglit? ctfuadyere (bad years, niafoitunc..* 1 l>c 
Raliaas ufe maiaaao io the lame lieale. 
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THE PRI( 

O Lord our Lord I thy name how. mo^eiUM* 

Is in this large wqrU^ jfpmd ! (quo4 ihe) 

For not al only thy laude precious i$S^S 

ParfoQi'miediahy mtn ofdignitec^ 
But by the mouth of children thy bosntee 
Parfourmed is,.for on the breft fonking 
Somtime (hewea they thin herying:. 

Wherfore in. lapd^, m 1 can beft and may, x 3390 
Of thee and of the white lily flour 
Which that thee bare, and is a maide alway. 
To tell a (lorie I wol do my labojar; 
Not that T may encrefen hire honour. 
For {he hirefelven is honour and rote Z3395 

Of bountee, next hire fone, and foulcs bote. 

O mother maide I o maide and mother fre ! 
O bufhe unbrent ! brenning in Moyfes iight, 
'i hat ravifhedeft doun fro the deitee, 
7'hurgh thin huniblciTe, the goft that in thee alight,' 
Of whos vertuc, whan he thin herte light, 13401 

The Pr'iorejfes Tale] A miracle of a Chrsftian child murdered 
by the Jews. Urry. 

•^, I 3383. O Lord our Lord} The Priorefle begini her le- 
gend withthe firft verfesof the Sthpfalmj " Domine, Dominut 
" notter/' t*fc, 

ir ' 1 340 1 . ^uhan be thin berte ligbtl i. e. Lifted, made light 
or pieafant. So in Tro. b. iii. 1088.; 

Wli«A wroth Ji lie tbat ihold my fornnrca li^. 
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,Thf vertoeindtkiy^grtttkiniulttee^' •>■■■ '13405 
Thcr mty DO mi^ tSE^raft id. w ftil»€C.t 
lorfiiiitiaie, I^rfflor men pMf tt^clMP- 
TThongoftbejiDnii 
Aiidgete^iibiiiali|^^tlrfpte]ferp' •- ■*' 1** • 
To fpden m vato iStif food tofimtt: * • "> ^ ^ ■'^t34io 

lQVtf»dBcliretiif ^RMWMthiiiciles' ' 
ThttliwiQi^tteWfeieliiofloiiaftBnet';'- ' 

That can imiKtliiraif^.wiiiidwpnfl«v ' " '^ " 15415 
Right io hrt lv«i#tfi«i4ot« l*ytM|:|iriiy' > ^ ^t -^ 
<MAmy(biig'tliMlilAlofybblay.' " 

Therwas4»:AJc;flitgi«l«ifee0» <■ ' 
Amongcs CriftopfBll: a Jeweric, 
Softened by « lord of tliat eoiMree» X3420 

For foole vfore andlnere of YiUuiie 
HM^ t6 CrtA aftd Co hb-ooiBpAgBie, 
And thuffb the-flfiite men mi^luett r^ and weode. 
For it was htCp-wnA openat eytherende* 

A litel fcole of Criften folk tber ftood X 34 25 

poon at tbe ferther end, in which tber were 
Children an hepecomen of Criften blood, 
Yhat lemed in that fcole yere by yere 
pwiche manere doArine aa men iifed there; 



Tliii it lofiy, to rmgenandto rede. 
As {male thUdrcn <luii in bii diLUhcde. 
Among iIhIb children r-tsa wiihivci 
A lilclclcrgioD, fcsene ycre at igc. 
That day by day to fcole wii iiU wniie, 
And eke alfB,.whirioh«{iiy iheimnge 
Uf Criilei nioder, lud he in ut^e. 
As him wp( taii^t. M Icncle aduun, sai 
jiw JWajvf M hi^ ROiJi byilie w»y. 

ThUD huh (Mb Wldewc hire Uul Ton 
Our blisful I.ady, Criftcs modcf due, 
1 11 wrrihii' ly, and he ioFKatc it naogt 
I "r fdy cliiliJc wal alway fone Ic.c. 
Uui ay \vlian I rcmembre on tbiitibitei 
.S.ji.i Nicbolasjlanceveriiiiny piKfenc 

ThiE. liiel childp.his iitd l>«dt Urnin) 
A'^ lieiatemthefcoj^ at hit primcrc, 
He Mmai SiJax/ilarii berde llnp, 
As i:hildrcn lered h« apliphonere, 
And a« he doill be draw him nerc and i 
Ah J heri^ned ay iha woides and the n 
1 il Jie [he Eiik vmcoude al by role. 



For he fo yoQfrilikbtmiw wi»df agvt^i . ; 
Bot on • day lifafi !■■ giui he piuf- • t:'; ... 1345^ 
.To ezpomideii him thi»lbdgia hklai^gage, 
Or telle him Mfifhi^ Caag wat in nfage : - 
Xhit praydc h«hlA«ooa*iknie«iul4KianB' ■ 
Ful often time 4q»B Kit iciieei barer ) w : 

Hit £bUw, wjiich that eiikr was thaik hit< ^ 15460 
Anfwerd himihw; This fong, I havelierd iky, 
WaiauihedofogrUiiAdladyfrey'' 'x- 
Hiretofidae»ftn4^dwhiriBl0rm:pre]r u - ' 
To ben oar Kelp ao4 foooar vnhtuyf dcf^ 
I can no QwrfrcsiMnuid in th^i Dlajtere^ ■ .^ -> 13465 
I Jcme fong; I ciohut final grainmere^ ■ - ' 
. And jadiii.fngiyniaked in Hverenee. ■ 
Of Criftes modsr / fatd th » innocent : 
Now certes I wal don my diligence - i : 
To coone it all or Criilemaffe be vtcnt<, . 13470 
Though thst I fur my primer Ihal be ifaoDty - 
And iial'be beten thriet in an hoiire, 
I wol it conxie our. JLadie for to hoDOur& 

His fdsfw taught him homeward primely 
Pro day to day til he coude.it by rote> 134 75 

And than he fong it sirel am! boldely 
¥ro word to word according with. the xiote : 
1*wte4 a day it paflcd thurgh hi« throte. 
To fcoleward aod homeward whan he wcntc ; 
On Criilcs moder fee was his entente. 1 3 4 S* 



Thn^! child, utaeameiaand Ira).— •-41 
fnlBchlTtiian woUhe fing Hidxric' ' '■*• 

AIbm ^aJtm^trii! tva ma. • , 

1 Ke r>rn:ac^ haifa hi* herte petted £> i ' 
Of Criftorwoder, thjr lo hire ut pny 

He annnl ftinl of fitigring by liiCTaf. 

On fiiAc lo, the ferpnti Suhanai, . , .| 
ThithubiD Jcnethcnchiiwafptsiieff, t.\ 
L'pftro1eu>draid,0Ehi3ikepCplB, >Ud ^ 
Iiihiitnyoa 3 thing that ithnoeft,.' 1 
That r»; die a boy fha] uulken as him IcSfi' 
la yoor dtfpit, and fing of fwicha (entcnce, 
Vhich U again nor lawet leteteitce ! 

Fromthtnnesfoiththe Jewcihanconfpird 
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An honiiddc thcrliD hin they hired. 
That jn an alcychad a priiie place, 
.And as the child giuifaithby tor to pace 
Thii cur&d Jew him heniand facM him fia 
And cut hit chiota, and in a pit turn cafi. 

1 {ay ihal iii a wardrope they him threne 
Whcf jithifc Jewcapurgen hir eDtraillu. 
O cmfcd ftlt ! of Herodes alle-mewe. 
What mayyour eyii entente you availle ? 
Mordre wol out, curtcin it wol not faille; 
And namely [her the hononr of Cod Ihal Ipi 
The bloud out cricth on yotir cutfcd dcde. ■ 
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The7b7<)enNi7; bat JdhoTkhgrM* 
TUc in hire iWi^t, within ■ HKI tpMt, 
ThatintbuplicofterliinfbaeflKai^ IJ) 
Ther he wn cmftiB is R pit bcflda. 

O gteit Cod, Ah pHfonncR df bad! 
By rooulh afln rtMB Wt, lo Icrr thy mi^irT 
Thii gaa ttttuJiiXtt, thii emcnodc. 
And eke ofaurtlrlniw ihc nUe Wight, lli 
Thcr he with thnm TMrren Uf nprifht 
He jf /« Srinttfirh pm te Sm^b 
So lovde, th*t ill (he phi* fin to rin^c. 

The Criftrn feik that lhHrj;h Ac ftrete WMH 
In eomcn for to wandn: npan tht> thin;, ij, 
And tudiflr they for (he proroil feate : 
He came aoOD wiAoDleii fwjring, 
Andhrrifth Crift, that It oF hcTPO kinip. 
And tke b» modcr, honour of mrakittd, 
Andaflerthat the Jewfilelhehintte. (j 

Th» child with pitooii IsinenTBtloR 
M'ai taken up, linging hii fong tlway. 
And with honour and|;rct proccfCen 
'I'hcf carien him unen the neit ablicyi 
His moder fwnuning by the bere lay ; )j 

Uimethei might the pcple that wat there 
This newe Rathel bringen fro hii here. 

With tDrment and with Ihameful dcth cehes 
This proToft doth thife Jewetforto {terve 
Thatoftlu»inotdtiwi&.e,w\4aa.-vatM: i- 
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f?e tTolde no fwiche carfedneile obferve : 
£vil flial he have that e?il wol deferve ; 
1*]ier£bre with wilde hors he did hem drawe, 
And after that he heiig hem by the lawe. 

Upon hkbere ay Uth this innocfftt i$s ^'5 

fieforn the auter while the maffe laft* 
And after that the abbot with his covcnt 
JKan fpedde hem for-^o berie him fulif.iil; 
And whan they holy water on him caft 
Yet fpake this child, whfin fprcint was (he holy water. 
And fang OMm* RnUxptaru AZjUk ! 1 3i 7 1 

This abbot, which that was an holy man, 
As monkcF ben, or eiles ought to be^ 
This yongc chUdto conjure he began, 
And faid ; O dere <;hild ! I halfe thee, f 3 j 75 

In vertue of th«holy trinitee, 
Tell me what is thy caufe for to fing, 
£ith that thy throte is cut to my feming. 

My throte is^ut unto my nekkc l>on« 

Saide thi« chitd, aud as by way ofkinde 'Si^o 

I fliuld have deyd, ye ionge time agon, 

♦• 1 3575. Ibalfi tbce\ MIT. Afi. i, z, rc*(J I conjure Uicc — 
hnX. that fecms to be a gipft. To ha^j'e fij;uilk> properly U> t ;n- 
brace round the neck, from tlicSax* Za/j, the neck. [M'c vor. 
102$g.] 60 in C. L. vcr. i zs>0- ; 

I Hand aa«! T^ek*:. aii«J istugti, Mid kilTe, and LtU/t. 
It fignif'tCitairo to uiutc, P. /'. id]. 21. ; 
I hmlfe itym hciWitich. »• 1 Ly< frcMlc «ere. 
^ And f(»l. 39< to raUite with reverence ; 
And the eleven fterres bv'.Jti him all 

< #fbicb tpa:^ to )ac the fw'Cie here. 
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B' t Jefii - rift, as ye in bookcs finde, 
Wol th2t his ^iory laft and be- in minder. 
And for the worlhip of hi^ modcr dere 
Yet may I iing Almn loiide and c>ere. 

This welle of mercie, Criftes modcr fwcte, 
I loved alway, as after my conning ; 
And whan that I my lif flialde forletc 
To me fhe came, and bad me for to fing^ 
This antem veraily in my dykig. 
As ye han herdc; and whan that I had fonge 
Me thought ihe laid a grain upon my tonge. 

Wherfore I fing, and fing i mote certain. 
In honour of that bhsfnl maiden free, 
'i'il fro my tonge of taken is fhe grain. 
And after that thus faide ihe to me ; 
My Utcl child, than wol I fetchcn thee, 
W '■YAii that the grain is fro thy tonge ytake: 
Be !iot agaite, Iwol thee not fdrlake 

' i'lF lioly monk; this abbot him mcne I, 

H's torge out caught, and toke away the grain. 

And he yive up the goft ful foftely. 

Anu wl.dn this abb t had this wonder fein 

I ! - t'.'lte teffs trilled adoun as rcyne, 

Ax\'\ frr(>ff he fell al platte upon the ground, 136CJ 

Ano .^Jll he lay as he had ben yboond. 

v I ^Tp?. th,w -u'ol ffctctm tbee'} The bcft mS. read no^'t 
winch i* iVap'c rcconcilcabte to any rules of fpecch. Even with 
ti . : . • tVu^r, •Al.i'-h I have adopted there is a greater confu- 
fjc^ -n t'-ift narration than t recoiled tu have obfierved in any 
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^e coTent lay eke «pon tlie pavement 
Weping and heryiog CriCbes modcr dere ; 
And after that they rHeo, and forth ben went, 
A nd toke away this martir fro his here, 1 3 6 10 

And in a tombe of marbk fionev ciere 
Bnclofen they his litel body H^ etc : 
Ther he is now God Icsc «9 for to mete. 

O yonge Hew of Lincoln ! ilain alfo 
With curfed Jewes, as it is notable^ ^3^^$ 

For it n*is but a litd whiie a^. 
Pray eke for -us, we finful folk unfiablc. 
That of his mercy God fo merciable 
On ushtsgrete mcrcie multiplie, 
For reverence of his moder Marie. 13620 

PROLOGUE TO SIRE THOPAS. 

lAf BAN faid was this miracle every man 
As fober was that wonder was to fee. 
Til that our Hoflc to japcn he bc-gati. 
And than at erd he loked iipoa mc. 
And faide thus ; What man art thou ? quod he : 
Thou lokcft as thou woldcft find an hare, 1 ^ ^26 
For ever upon the ground I fee thee flare. 

Approche nere, and loke up mcriiy. 
Now ware you, Sir^*., and let this man have pLcc; 
He in the wafte b fhapi n as wel as I. 1 3630 

^. 1 36x3. to japcn he began} So mf. E. j feme mil. ic.u'. — 
^ began. 
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And Icrd he was of that contree. 
As it was Goddes grace. 

Sire I'hojyaft was a doughty Twain, 
White was his face as paiiidemaine, ^3^5 S 

His lippes red as rofe : 
Hi« rudde is like fcarlet in graiiif 
And I you tell in good certain 
He had a femely nofe. 

His here, his berde, was like fafrovo, 1366c 

That to his girdle raught adoun ; 

His ihoon of Cordewane; 

Of Brugges were his hofen bronn ; 

His robe was of chckelatoun. 

That cofte many a Jane. 1366,^ 

"¥' 1 36SS- fiiindemaine] That tliis muft hare been a fort cf 
remarkably white bread is dear enough. Skinner derives it 
from fanU matutinus^ pain de matin i and indeed Du Cjiiirc 
mentions a fpecies of loaves or rolls called Matinelli. However, 
I am more inclined to believe that it received its dciunnina- 
tion from the province of Maine, where it wax perhaps made 
In the KTcateft pcrfcAion. I find it twice in a northern talc called 
Tbe Freirit o/Bervick^ m^.Maitlntui ; 

And Ills that creil is full of treld »/ Mane. 
And again — the Mane breid. 

^. I ^664. chckelatoun'] The glofiaries fuppofc this wf^rtl t.-* 

be compounded Kiicheki and latoun, a fpctics of bafe mct.il like 

gold; but it fcems rather to be merely a corrupti(<n ultlu 1:. 

ciclaton, which orininally fignihcd a circular riibe of Itxir, irt tn 

the Gr. LaC. cyclasy and afrerwards the cloth (-f^roid c/ v, Iv.' h 

fuch robes were generally mads. Da C.tr.gf^ in v Cyif.i.f, Ii.ir 

produced inftances cnouph of both iVnfcs. In f,u\ fcvcral mli". 

read ciiluton; and I have no excufe N-r not havinjr. Ibi:'.- ^l(l 

them nut tlut I wa* mified by tlie authority of j^pcpi-r, ,^b 

qu«<te«l by ^^r. \\',T-t«)n, '''// on •^/•- ./". v. i. p- is)4- '"jon tun! cr 

CCiiliUcraliun I tliinkitis plain thatSpcafcr was miitakca ia :!i? 
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All other women I forfjiJcc, 

And to an elf queue i ir.c take 

By dale and eke by doon. 1 3 7 ^5 

Into his fadel he clombe anoo. 
And prikcd over llile asd fton 
An elf qnene for to efpie, 
Til he fo long had ridcn and gone 
Tliat he fond in a privee wonc 1 3 730 

The con tree of Faerie. 

Wherin he fbughtc north and foiith, 
And oft he fpied with his mouth 

cingthe rhyme which smfvern to them, or whether fame linc» 
which originally connected them witli the context have been 
loft it i» not eafy to determine. Upon the latter fuppol-.tinn, 
-Hhich I confefs ap)>e;ir» to me the moft jirohaMe, we n.ay ima- 
gine that in theprrfentinftance the three UH lines of tl>.i!» Itinza 
ami the three firit if the following 'except the words //; ,'c:/?;,» 
liave ilroppcd ont : in the three other inftances only two lines 
and the two firtt feet of tlic third may be fuppofed to> e v ant- 
ing- In fuppoTtof this hypothecs it may beoblervd!, tUit 

In the very next flanza the laft line, ver. 13731, and lire iol- 
lowin^r line, in mf. C. i, ftand thu»i 

The conlrce of tfwri* fo wll(l»i, 

For in that ontree n'as thcr nr>ii 

f Tbat to him ilurA ride or goaJ 

Ntilhcr wif nc cbiWe- 
VTiethcr the two lines and part of another which I hAvr \a- 
fcitt!:rt brfore i4.i!.ij friim other infT. be iicr.uine T wll net l)t^ 
poOtive, Dut i» h very clear, I thinic, that lonu'lli'iifr is want- 
ing. The MJ^e hcmccr. hockii, which isinfcrted in mf. C. 1, n\ 
a !a*cf hand, is in niii". /Li. n. 

•^. I p\^. /'■''.'/'';'.' J Kd. L^rr. re;uUj)>/reif^ I know nor upoa 
1^'h.Tt .^uri" rity ; hvt the emeniilati»-.n is p'olMhIc c':'(nl;.'.^. ;n 
the T.' pTcf^.on cSfi'yir.g ii'ltb the mcuth fcems to be tor. extra - 
vair.T.tly abfiird even for thlB comno(»t.u^Y\, 'Vv* Jv\' >: ^^"^ JV"^^ ^ ■ 
Gi. Iju.'f ngniik-a to inquire, fvnw\ \.\\c §\7,. [['^ru.u. 'ov-.-c V . V-. 
p. 3Z7. Cyzcsr, Conf. ^mant, k\,\%\. 
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The (hradel cok nude tke ht> U7, 
1'Ik iTodc ilnve upon Ehc fptaf 
He. fang fill loudi: and cicre. 

Sire rhupasfeU in lave-loti|^|[ 
A! whanhehcrdche throdelfing. 
Anil prikcd as he were woodi 
Hisfaire (lede in hit priking 
fio fwatte that men migbt him wriuf. 
Hill Cdes were a1 blood. 

Sire Thopai eke fo wery ww 
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the fuftc 



r«. 



I'li.ndoun he iMdhiminthM place 
To makcn bin flcde lata fblacc. 
And faf him good forage. 

A, Seinle May , iinidicili f 
At'hat ailcth t!ii> Love at me 
'I'obindeiMrofnre.' 
Mt dremed all this night pirde 
An eJf queue fnatmy kmniunbc. 
And ll'pc under my gwe. 



lelfqi 



world a. 






Worthy to be my make |j in Coon 

i:u[>crau»ui. arc dllMni^lieil [ij 1^ m 
C.J, uid Che bdie mark U repeated Ici 
j]S>;,nIiercihe[Hufuia1l^bla>r< 
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All other women I forfake, 

And to an elf quenc i me take 

By dale and eke by dosn. >3 7'5 

Into his fadel he clombe anoo. 
And prikcd over llile and fton 
An elf qnene for to efpie, 
Til he fo long had ridcn and gone 
That he fond in a priTcc wonc '373^ 

The con tree of Faerie. 

Wherin be fbughte north and foiith, 
And oft he fpied with his mouth 

cing the rhyme wlitch xnfwcrn to them< or whether fome linc» 
which origlnaHy conncdcd them with the context have been 
loft it i» not eafy to determine. Upon the latter fuppolition, 
-which ( confefs appear* to tne the moil prob»Me,,we may ima* 
giire chatin theprefentinilance the three UH lines of thio ftanzs 
ami the three firit of the following (except the words in toun) 
Itave dropped oat : in the three other inftances only two linen 
and the two firtt feet of the third may be fiipi)orcd to he want- 
ing. In (\ipport of this hypothefis it may be obferved, that 

In the vtry next ftanza tl»e laft line, ver. 1373*, and tlrc fol- 
Iowln{T line, in mf. C. i, ftand tlm»j 

Tlie conlrcc «if Fwrre fo wild*?, 

For in that contrce n'a» tbci n'>» 

fTbat to him <lurfl ride or goaJ 

Neil her wir ne cbilde. 
^Tiethcr the two lines and part of another which I liavc in- 
fctttrrt Iwfore 'ui'.d^ Uotn other miT. be {genuine I will not he 
poMt'vi;, Nit i^ i* very clear, I think, that Jonietliinp is want- 
hip. The Mne brtuecn lux^ks, which i«infcrted in mf. C. 1, in 
a '.a*cf haTul. i.s in \\\i\. ILI. D. 

ir- t p-.^^. hi' if if, i} Kd. Urr. reAiin/]'! rfd^ \ know not upon 
what .-'uri" rity ; bi:t t'^e emeniiiatir.n Is ptoh.ihlc enoii;;fi, a-* 
the ?• ^ffrf^.on *^f Joying tdtb the tnoiitb fcems to be too cxtra- 
vae '.'tly abfnrd even for this compofition. Tnf'/trc oxjptit', 
Gl. Jj'^-.'ft figniiics to inquire, from the Siji /pyrian. See i'. 1. 
p. 3*7. Cjwer, Conf. Amant, fok 184, 
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Yn tint •# tfKC THOPAS. I2t 

The child Ikyd, Al fe mote I the 
To morwe wol I meten thee. 
Whan I have min anneure, 
.Andyetlhope/ttrflM/rf 13730 

That thott ilttk with thk Inmcegsf 
Ahien It fid fbore I : thy mawe 
Aali peiee, if I may, 
t)r It he fnOf prhne inf the day* 
^JgrherethoafliaUbciUwe, '3755 

• SireTbepttdnmahakiTttliafti 
ThiB veaimt at him fioneacal^ 
Ont of a liel ftafier fliiy: 
Bat £ure eftaped diild Thopta, 
AiidaIlitwaathiuiEhOoddeagnca» ' 13760 

And tfaofsh hia Cure hering^. 

Tct lifteneth, Lordinga, to my Tide, 
Mecier thaa the nightingale. 
For WDW J wol yon rooQc 

How SreHiopaa with fideafibak, 13765 

Prihiog over hill and dale, 
la oomen agein to toane. 

Hiamery men commandeth he 

To maken him hothe game and gk. 

For nedea mnft he fighte 137 70 

With a geannt with hedea three 

For paramoor and joKtee 

Of on that ihone fnl brighte. 

p. ^3758. afdjifffejling^ 'Vbk It the readliig ofthe beft miT. 
botnlut kind of flb^ to maaat I know not. 8ce(7/<e^. inv* 
it4BUng. 
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Do come, he fayd, my minellnkt 

And gefioors for to telloa tales <37X5 

Anon in min anniog, 

Of roDiaancet that ben realcs. 

Of popes and of catdinakt. 

And eke of loTe-longing* 

•¥' 1 3775. gejmtrs ftr t9 uBen taks2 Tlie pfOfwr MhaH 
ofa isJfovr wM to recto tal«t or jdU, whlcb «u QBj|y oot «f 

the brAnches of the mlnftnd*8 profeffion. »ihi0nbwts^ 

Jours are mcnttened togcthtr In the foUow In nMi iC H Upoi Wl» 
liam of NafTfDstoo'li tranflatkHi of a idlgioot tnaeUb ky |iiB 

of Walby, mC Reg. 1 7 C, vlU. p. a.| 
1 warM TM fttra tt UietMtTaMlMat 
That f Witt make ao vaitt MiflAlt 
Of dedcfl Cif anuTs ae of aoHiwra* 

That maky t carplM(c ia maay a ^aoi 

Of OduviaiM aatf Iftmlirafet 

Aad of oiuiy ot^ Jcftca» 

Aad-nanicty vhaa tlbCT OMM to fbftott 

Ke of the Itfte of Barya of Hamptoat 

That wa* a Imigbt of gret scaouat 

Ne of Sir Gtc of WarwykC, ' 

All i/ it miKht fom men lyae.-"^- 
I cite there lU\c* to (hew the fpeclet of tales reSated by tlw aa- 
cient gg/lourst and how much they differed fhun what weaov 

ir. 1 3777. 0/ romaunees that ben reales} 80 in the JEmi. 4f 
Twain and Gmvainy mf. Cott. Ga&, £. ix. i 
Ke fund a knight uiuler a trc ( 
Vyi>n a citith of guld he lay { 
Byfurbim fat a ful fayr may : 
A lady fat with tham in fere} , 

TIic maiden red, tliat thai might here 
A real romance in that piacc. ■ 

The ortpMial of this title, which is an uncommon one* I take 
to have been tliis : when the French romances found thdr way 
into Italy, (not lonp bcforetheycar 1 300, Crefcimb. t. i. p.33^) 
foine Italian undertook to colled together all thdfe relating to 
Charlemagne and liis family, ?nd to form them into a resular 
kody oflMoTv, Tbt fix fiift boolu of this work come down to 
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They fet him firil the fwece win, 1 3 7 80 

And mcde eke in a mafelin 
And real fpicerie. 
Of g;inger-bred that was fal fin. 
And licoriti and eke comin, 
With Alger that is trie . *3 7 85 

He didde next his white lere 
Of cloth of lake fin and dere 
A breche and eke a (herte, 

the death of Pepin. They begin thus ; ** Qui fe cmnenza la hy- 
** ftorU d Real di Pranza cumenzando a Conftantinn Impera- 
** tore Secondo molte lezende che io ho attrovate e racolte in- 
•• fieme.** Edit. Afu/iihr, I49it fol. It was reprinted in 1537 
under this title ; " / reall di Franza, nel quale fi contiene la 
** generasionedi tutd i Re, Duchl,Principi e Baron! di Franza, 
•• e delli Paladini, coUe battaglie da loro fatte," Is'r, S^taJriOt 
t. vi. p. 530. SaWiati Iiad feen a mf. of this woric written about 
1350, {Crtfcimb. t. i. P.330J and I do not believe that any 
mention of a real (or roycU) romance is to be found in French 
or EngNlh prior to that date. 

■f • 1 3786. He didde next bis xvbite lereZ He did, or put, on 
next Ills wliite flcin. To don (do on) and doff (do off) have been 
in ufe as vulgar words long fince Cliaucer*s time, t^re fcems 
to be ufed for flcin in ffumlrast mf. Cott. CaL 1 1, fol. izp. ; 

Hit lady U white ak wmle« b-jDC, 

Here Ui t brygte to fe upoa. 

So faire as bt<>rine on tre ■ 
though it more commonly fignifies only what we call com- 

plexioa. In the ronunce of Xi BeauDe/conus hl« arming is 

thus defcribed, fol. 42. ; 

The-/ cafte ott him a fcherte of feUCa 

A cypeli as wHte as melk 

In thit TeTnely Tale, 

And f/zt au haw berk brvfty 

That rict.Ll) was ai! .gt 

vriik may lies tbykkc and fmale.— — 

Lij 
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And sext his ihert BO hakctOB^ 

And over that an habergeon S|79^ 

For perdng of his herte; 

And o^er that a fin hanherk 
Was all ywroogfat of jewea werk» 
FqI ftiong it was of plate. 

And over that ,hiscot9>aniioa>% • IJ795 

As white as is the lily floa««» 
In which he wold debate. 

His (held was all of gold fo red* 
And therin was a bores hed, 
Acharbooclebcfidet - ijSo* 

And ther he fwore do ale and bred 
How that the geamnt (bald be dcd» 
Betide what fo betide. 

His jambeui were of cnirbooly, 
His fwerdes iheth of ivor^t f 3^1 

t** 13793. of j'ewes werk2 I do aot racollid to km feat 
the Jews celebrated any ^here as remarlcable artificers ; 1 tm 
therefore inclined to adopt an expUuuti<Mi ^tfals wcvtIwMdi 
I find in a note of the learned editor of Anciait 9e9tti/b fHm% 
p. 130. ; ** Thisy«ii;, not tbki Jew, but this juggler or m^ 
** cian. The words to jawk, to deceive, smd Jo^vkery^tdtry, 
* * j ug^ling tricks, are ftUl in ufe. In Lord Hy ndford*s mr.p. 1 36, 
** there is a fragment of a fort of fairy t<Ue« where Scbo it tbi 
•* quene ofjo^vis means She is the queen of magicians'* — Ac- 
cording to this explanation jewa "wsrke may lignify tiie wodc 
of mapicians or fairies. 

tr. 1 3800. A cbiirbouclel A carbundt (e/carboucltt Fr.) was 
a common beajring. GuiUbrCs Heraldry^ p. 109. 

iT' 1 3804. cuirbouly} Cuir bouill'if ofwliich Sir Topafes boots 
were made, wasalfo applteiUto many other purpufes. Sttfreif. 
f, i, Q, 1 10, i%o, snd V. iv. c. 19. In tills latl paflage he foyr 
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His helme of latoun bright, 
His fadel was of rewel bone, 
His bridel as the fonne (hone, 
Or as the mone light. 

His fpere was of fin cypres, 1 3 810 

That bodeth werre and nothing pees, 
The bed ful (harpe yground : 
His flede was all dapple gray. 
It goth an aumble in the way 

Fttl foftely and round |] in londc 13S15 

Lo, Lordes min, here is a fit, 
If ye wol ony more of it 
To telle it wol i food. 

Now hold your mo\irh pour charitee 

Botheknight and lady fre, 13820 

And herkeneth to my fpell; 

Of bataille and of chevalrie. 

Of ladies love and druerie. 

Anon I wol you tell. 

the Saracens covered their targes with *• cuir bouKl d- ( /,' r 
•• docfj ou mil fer ne peut prendre n'atuchcr ; ti le cuir ii'lIL 
•• trop <ch.iuf6." 

♦. 1 3S07. rnue.'bone] What kind of material this was I pro- 
Ker* myrdf quite Ignorant. In the Trrfuim. c/Torrcrb,vrj,\Lr. - ,• , 
[yfjif. Poet.v. ii. p. iQOTlbby i« irtrodured with a ;;,u:.i!i.| 
on her head full of ruell bones, ThedcrivaiioninGl(>ir. r,r. . ; 
th!s word from thcFr. r/o//, divcrfly coloured, has nv>t the Ir.iit 
probability. The other, which deduce* it frrin tl-.c Vi. v < ' . , 
ro/'dOt the whirlhone or kncepan, U more plauniile, t!io»n;!i, 
Mt the gioOarift obrcrves, that fenfe will hardly fuit licic. 
'^. I 3813. 0/ la ties hz'C and drufricj I luvc t.\K-u "l.c '.'.- 

^C jrty here of departing from the mC. \sli\c\\ read 

mind »f ladietluve diuvric. 

J . in 
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MineretakenafthydniftyliMchct ' 

Now fwiche a rime tht dvvU I fcececht } 
Thit may wel be rime dogerdi quod lie. 
< Why fo? quod I9 why wvdttkdalcttM toe 
More of my Tale than an other oun^ • ** ■ t jl5| 
Sin that it it the bcfte rime I-canf 

By Ood, qaodJw, for jplalnly «t o^word 
Thy drafty riming ia Boc worth a KNCd { 
Thoil doft oooght el]e» hot difpeddeft time 
Sire, at o word tbonlhalt no lenger rime. tjtio 
Let fee wher thon canil tellen oi^ht in gefte, . 
Or tellen in profe fomwliat at die lefte 

r 

•I". 1 385>. tbedevillbettM} I btttka (re maiMit n a or gNij 

to the devtt. 8W w. 3748. 1 

My ftwiH ktuUt* I mn fct f i M 
and ver. 8037, i7xjtf, vhefe the prepofitlon It omitted it btrf. 
To talit In our old Ungutge, It tllb ufisd for to take rt, to |ft«. 
See ver. 1 3334. 1 

il« »ke mt ctrtala |old, I vote It wd. 
And compare ver. 1 3204, 1 3x86. — ^Tbe chan|(« othttdU hut 
btttcbi wu not fo great a Ilcenre fi>rroer1y a« It would be now, 
atr^and/llbenn()ncetohaYebeenpronounced In nearly the Cunt 
manner. See ver. 3 307, 8, 1 1 • i z, where urrZ i« made to rhyme 
to ,'bercbe and cUi k^ It may be obrerved too that the Sajrrait 
had but one verb, r<c<3ii, to fignif)* capere and doccre ; and 
though our anceftort, even befure Chaucer*s time, had Tplle 
tlut fingle verb into two, to tale and to tecbe^ and had diflin- 
piiihed each from the other by a different mode of inflexion, 
ytt the compelled verb bitjkc^ which acc(>rd!ng to that mi^le 
cfwiflexii n (Higlit to have formed It» paft time fvtole, ftinred 
it oftrn, I believe, betauibt^ as if no fuch dlfiindion had beet 
cr.;:^iilhcd. Sec k. R. ver. 443S. i Gamelyn, 666, The leguUr 
pAtt lime litcie cccuti in ver. 16009. 



1b wliidi iher bs fiun mirdie or fom joSmUm, 
^ Gladlf,qiiodl;fcfjOodcktfwctepiM 
1wol7initeU«lk!BltliiBf impnift IjS^i 

That oBghteKksa yoo, m I fvppofe. 
Or elk* certci ffrbe to dbngcraof. 
It i* a moral Tale vntaoas, 
Al be it eoM ibmtime in fondry wife 
OifoadryMktW»i§uljfm6ienSs» 13S70 

At uint{ yc wot tiiBt every cvnpHnt 
That telledi «i die ^csae of Jefii Crift 
Me fiuth not alle things aa htr iolaw^doth| 
Jtet oathdoa hir fontenca itmUbth.- 
^kodaUoMCordenaAinhirfeiiteDcet '3^75 
Albc tbar to fair telliafr dttfereiioe; 
FerfiNftofbem&yDioKandibaDfiiylelib ' 
Whan tfaey faia |Mttmf paffioo esprefle; 
I aMso of Mark and Mtthew, Lahe and Joho« 
Bm dawitUi hir fentcnce ia all on. 13880 
Tkerfbtc, Ijoidaigea idl, I you befeche. 
If that ye thinke I vary in my fpadie, 
Aa thna, tfaoogh that Itelle fomdd tooao 
Of provtrbet than ye haa herdc before 
Comprehended in this Utel tretife here, ^3^^S 
To eoforcen with the tSoSL of my matere. 
And though I not the Aune wordea fay 
As ye ban berde, yet to you alle I pray 

^. I3879- /Mrai t^iCsrft and iistbfuf} The «ea}uaaiaa 
Mil has been a4dc4 (br tiie <akc of tte metre vittiout autbo' 
fftef,aad perhaps without fieoclBcy, m Mari wm» probably writ- 
by Chaucer Market end pronounced as a dttfyUatik. 



t$9 TBB TALE OV ItBUBSVg. ' 

Blametli me not, for It in my fentaoe 
SholyenowherfindennodiicreiicB ^Sl^ 

Fro tkc fentence of daUoe trctUe Ike 
After the wfakhtlus mery Tale I write I 
And cherfere bcrkcnetli what I flial firf , 
AodletmeteUenallmyTaleliny. . 13(94 

THE TALE OF MELIBEUS. 

A Yopgc mm celled MeHbem, m i g h t y a odridie, be* 
gate upon hit wifthet celled watPradenoe adonglMr 
which that called was Sophie. 

Upon a day befdl that he for hit difport it wmC 
into the feldet him to phiye. Hit wif and ^e hk 
doughter hath he left within hit hoot, of whidi the, 
doret weren faft y (hecte. Fonre of hit olde foot baa il 
efpied, and fetten ladders to che wallet of hit hoot, 
and by the windowes ben entrcd« and beten hit wil^ 
and wounded his doufi^^hter with five mortal woondoi 
in five fondry placet; thit it to fay, in hire feet, in hire 
hondet, in hire eret, in hire nofe, and in hire month, 
and lefcen hire for dede, and wencen away. 

Tbe Tale ofMeltbem} Prudence, the dtrereet wife ofMdibeiM, 
perfuadeth her hufband to patience, and to receive hbenemiei 
to inercie and grace. ATalc full of nioralitie,whercin both high 
and I01V may leame to goveme their affediona. Spegbt. 

Tbe Tate ofMeiibeus^ Mr.Thomas hasobferved that thisTale 
feems to have been vmritten in blank verfe. ZMJT* lotes ufon Cbm 
ed. U' r. in Brit. Muf.'} It is certain tlut hi the former part of ft 
wc find a number of blank verfe* mtenntxed in a much greater 
proportion than in any of our Author** other \>rofc wrtinpj, but 
thiii poetical ityle is not, I think, remarkable beyond tiie firft 
four or five pagct. 



THE TALI or MBLIBSUI. IJI 

Melibeus retorned was ioto his hout, and 
18 mefchief, he like a madxnaD rending his 
an to wepe and crie. 

nee hi« wif , at* fer forth an ihe dorfle, berought 
is weping for to flint : but not forthy he gan 
id wcpcn ever Icngcr the more, 
oble wif Prudence r emembred hire upon the 
of Ovide*, in his book that cleped isl'he Re- 
live, wheras he faith, He is a fool that di- 
I the nioder to wepe in the dcth of hire childe 
.ve wept hire fiUe, as for a certain time; and 
a man don hisdiligence with amiable wordes 
sconforte, and preye hire of hire weping ior 
For which refon this noble wif Prudence fuf- 
houfbond for to wepe and crie as for a cer- 
e, and whan flie faw hire time ihe faydc to 
lift wife: Alas! my Lord, quod ihe, why make 
elf for to be like a fool ? forfothe it appcrtein- 
to a wife man to maken fwiche a forwc. 
oughtcr with the grace of God ihal wariih 
>e. And al were it fo that ihe right now were 
ne ought not as for hire deth yourefelf to de- 

titen.-e nfOtide'] Rem. Am. 125. j 
mMtmn, nifl mentis inops, in funere natl 

velelfSS"*. 

c a laborious aniltJiankltrs taf* to point out the exaft 
ill the quotations which are made ufc of in this trca- 
\ tlicrdorc confine my obrervatxns of that kiiid to 
•SLt^t \\ hich arc taken lium auiliorti nut cummouly to 
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««■ ITAlt tfff Ittilttff. t j J 

A fWm telfttte fleeth fnl muiymiinii. Salomon 
tk« dMC f^^ M mw t ha iin che fltepetfleefe anoien 
the dothcB, and the finale wormes to the tree, right 
muieikiarmt to the hcrte of iimb; whcrforc us 
ghc w«d iff the dech of ottfe chfldres an in thclofle 
Mffv goodea tlfflpotcl nafve patieucB* 
t— Mtohft yoB upoo the paftieotjob; trhinhe hadde 
[ hia dtildrcfi and hit temporel fbbftao&ce, and in 
body cadorod and receiired fnl many a grevoustn- 
jttiofi, yet fiiydd he thiu; Ouk Lord harh yevc ic 
Me« OMC JLafd hath beraft it me; right as ourc 
rd hadi woM right fo is it don ; yhlcfied he the 
ne <tf au« I^otd. Tothife Ibrefiude thinges anfwcr- 
MftliBctiavnta hn \vif Prudence : All thy wordcs 
lodhe) ben trewe, and therto profitable, but trcwe- 
aain kerte is troubled with this forwe fo gre vouily 
it I n^oi what to don. Let calle (qtiod Prudence) 
rn trewefrendesalle. and chylinage,which that ben 
fe, andtetteth'tohetn your cas, and herkeneth what 
:y iaye ia confeilling, and governe you after hir fen- 
jG€. Salomon faith,Werkeaii thinges by conl'cil and 
>o ihak tie«er repente. 

Than by confeil of his wif Prudence this Mclibcus 
eallcn a gret congregation of folk, as furv^icns, 
ificiens, olde folk and yonge, and lorn of his ol'le 
emiet reconciled (a&by hir femblanc) to his love and 
hi* grace; and therwithal thcr comen foir.e of his 
ighebouresthat dideahim reverence more for Urcde 
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THE TALE OP MEtlBEUS. I.?? 

Ct8, maden femblant of weping, and cmpelred and a- 
jrreggtd muchel ofthismatere,in preyfingg:retly?vic- 
libee of might, of power, of richefie, and of frcndcs, 
defpifing the power of his ad verfaries, and faider. ou t- 
rely that he anon fhulde wrcken him on his foos, and 
bcgionen werre. 

Up rofc than an advocat that was wife, by leva and 
by confeil of other that were wife, and fayde ; Lord- 
inges, the nede forthe which we ben afiembied in this 
place is a ful hevie thing, and an hei;;h matcre, be- 
caufe of the wrong and of the wikkedneffe that hatli 
be don, and eke by refon of the grete damages that in 
time coming ben poifible to fallen forthe fame caufc, 
and eke by refon of the gret richefTe and power of the 
parties bothe, for the which refons it were a ful gret 
peril to erren in this matere ; wherfore, Melibeus, this 
18 cure fentence : we confeiUeyou,aboven alle thinp, 
that right anon thou do thy diligence in kcpingof tay 
propre perfone in fwidie a wife that thou ne want non 
efpic ne watche thy body for to fave; and after that 
we confcille that in thin hous tlvou fette fuffifantgar- 
nifon, fo that they moun as wei thy body as thy hou» 
defcnde : but certc.>. for to mceven werre, ne fodcnly 
for to do vengcaunce, we moun not acme in fo litcl 
time that it were profitable ; wherfore we axcn leiiVr 
and fpace to have deliberation in this cas to dcnic ; for 
thecomunc proverbe faith thus, He that fone dcnicth 
(one flial repentc; and eke men fain that thilkc juge 
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THE TALE OF MELIBEUS. 1^7 

of his moder that fhal ftcrve yong by canfc of 
werre, other dies live in forwc, and 6ien u\ 
ledncflc; andtherfore or that anywerrebe be- 
nien muft have jrrct confeil and pjct dclihera- 
Lod whan this olde man wendc to enforccn his 
' refons, wcl nie alle at ones begonne they to 
' to breken his talc, and bidden him ful oft his 
I for to abrcggc; for fothly hcthat precheth to 
lat liflen not heren his wordes his fcrmon hcci 
1 ; for Jcfus Sirak faytli that muiike io wtpinp: 
ious thing ; this in to fayn, as muchc availlcth 
:e bcforn folk to which hiftTpechc anoicth as to 
lefornc him that wepcth. And whan this wife 
ivf that him wanted audience al fuamefail lie 
imdounagcin*; for Salomon faith, Ihera^thrii 
•ft have nori audience enforce thee not to fpf Uo. 
il(quod thi" wife man) that the comunc pro- 
sfoth, that good coofcilwanceth whan it is niuH: 

had thi»i Mclibeui in his confeil many folk that 
r in his ere confeillcd him certain thine:, .i«ul 
ledhim the contrary ingcneralaudicr.ce.\\'r.;'.n 
;ufc hid herd that the nrttcft partic of his co:*- 
rc accorded that he rmiltle make werrc, anc» 
cntedtohircconfcilling, and fully affcmei: l.ir 
:e. Than Dame Prudence, whan tliatlhefaw 
<at hire hoftoiidefhopc him for to awrcivc Mni 
foos, and to bcgi::iic wcrrc, fho in ful humble 
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wii'e, whau fhe faw hire time, lay* 

Aly Lord, (qucxifhe) 1 you bcfcche, as heitly as 

and can, ne hade yoQ not to fallc, and for allejriii 

aj> ye vcaie audience; for Piers AljUiGnfef fay th 

t Piers Alff.'onfi'] He cilU himiclf PcrruJ JlfunJXn hi 
gus centra JuAxos^ mr. H^rl. 35i6i . He there inftiruis w 
vMi himrf'fori)>inany a Jew,biit converted and baptize 
year i icxS, iti July, die nataVn /ipp. Petri et Pau/i^ upoi 
account he tuok the name of Peter; *^ Fuifc autem pat( 
*' rpiritu.i'.t!t .Vfur.Jus^ (^Icriofu* Hifpanre InriiMrrator," (' 
Kinp of Air.tf;f)i] of that name and the feventh of CaftM 
** qua! c, runnirn ejus prefato nomini inco apponens, Pcj 
** j';i}\,\ m'hl non.en impofui.** After hit cunverRon Iw 
the (l:;il<»L-ue nlMive- mentioned, and alfo another wor 
' *' it here quoted l»y Chaucer, and of which ihcrefurel H 

fcU'oMi{>cd to^i\e fomeacciunL — itisrxtrfnt in mC 
[ libraries, hut Uic only copy which I have had an op 

of cvaniiniri: l« In the Mufcinn, «/"'•. Reg. loB. xli.: 
entitled Prtri MJfor{fi de Clcricali dijciplind^ and he 
** Dixit Veitui Adcljuuju>iy fcrvus com]H>ru 

** hn— ^Llb»-lii:in compegi parlim ex pniverbii* e* 
•* nih'.is Ar.ibiciK ct falnilis ct verfihm. et partiin o 
*• ct vriucniin iiinll:tudi:iibud.'* — ^Aiter a ihort p 
tc•r^ti■..lsu|u)r. ills ujaiii fuhjccl ; " ^Z vij^iturphi' 
** 1 :• ;•.' I Ar.ibica ciVjjnomin.itiir Fdt .v, dixit {ili< 
*' Dui'iiii' lU tua nctiotiatio," i^c. — ^The work ' 
ill lie tixiii (11 H uiaiii};uc between tlic plulofopl' 
'■ ' Mrcccpt> «)f tiic loimcr are fur the 
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lb' tbt Mi'ta 4bM Mthw i;«id or buns blflc (hM 
Mti««*«ll.fn'i»dat«iletliTfr«adwal«Ude,uid 




th ill enetnii D»l the linger \miTi init. Tbt proacAl 
fifth, HehaftahwdthuwiUycaa AidetMtdti 
wikkedJuauDDprofite. .-, 

ComtedrCcTliHin li!i M^miii-cfiirltsraiGnn.lit^ai, ia tif, 
t. ni.p.]aijuiifcTtJir|^ncrililtleiif£rrfiB;9ai^IiKiiliftif(n 
4iiijCI(.'nelUla of thE Sheep. nfHliUliM.decayliiiihai tint 
£iRa u ibftna. h In ilie Liiihi Altbniiu. rib. Ii. 1 «tir 11I4, 
ihit the bna hMe, In ihec:fi>tsM>T«ai>«rilf bi:, M. im- h ft- 
MMftJnpoMoiiniJritHiirf rfinitfif.ftfficftMj jmiCcfMiita. 
chuiflagtlwlliMpCiirBDUiiliupiHIi IntniHininuihorsan- 
choilta j^'s. p. I. e, lub Cemptu Inured Ihi iMb ilnml 

jiihvf (IT txuu^mcfrfihfi 

centun bd rodtMi MXtofiMbBlwi pnlKw>ti««« Vir^ 
truiiUted IntDFvcEwk.T' "■----■■■'------'■■-- - --- -■- 
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THE TALE OF MELIBEUS. I4X 

This Melibee anfivered unto hi.s wif Prudence ; I 
pMrpofe not (quod he) to werken by thy confeil for 

work cfthcDoIopatos, and therefore I prefume that it was in- 
flfried by Hebers, (or the monk whofc L.itin he tranfl.itcd. and 
pofllblyfrom Ailonfus . at leail it is not more probable that Buc- 
cace <hould Uike it from Hebcrx than from Allunfuf:, with whofe 
work he appeals to have been wtll acquainted. One of his no- 
vel«, Decam. vii. (S, is plainly copied from thence, ikb. viii. and 
his celcbutcil novel of the two friend* Tito and Gifippo, Dc^ 
cam. X. 8, i« borrowed, with hardly any variation except in the 
namev of perfon* and places, from the zd of Alfonfii!«, or, v liVh 
is the fame thing, from the G:jLi RomanorumXt into which col- 

Fauchet refer* to a< h«>iTov.'e<l by Rikcicc from Bcbers, vix. Dtr/tm, 
W. 1,, anil Tin. 8, are to ^'J f<mitri in tS'.e nif. SYniipn't. On Ihe other h.-.iid 
the Anrv in 7be Dfcain. vu. 6, wliuh is faiJ in inr text Ui Uu pu-hahiy 
c<)|:icd from Alfonfui, is nirti in d^ntipas, thou.^lli fioiu tl.c rilcn;.c of 
Fauchet %re may prefume that It wis not in the '.).j\opalo3.— 'J hc;)l.m 
of o) niipat it cxaflly ihu laine with tbxt cf Lajipt Sagrs^ the it >!iaii 
fi-iiy.'*, the French lir<^.*;, aril our Utile ilt»Ty-!)«)ulc Ti.t Sevtn -.viji Ma. 
Jtcfif except thai inften:! uf Pioclcfian of Rtime IbekimjiscaUitlCyiiis 
6f l'erila,incl iniicadof one lale c^kh of the phildfuphurs tLil.N two. 'i'iii« 
lafl c>rcum1tance is an ar;uncnt, I tliink, for the uriKinality «<f iiynti. 
pas, and another raay be drawn from the infipiilitv of the grcatcfl part 
of the Ulc<. The u.ilv one of thcni which, as l remember, is ;ct:iincd 
In tLe mo.Icrn Y.r\?.vi is that I't the l:nJsJ»t wbo in a tit of cnnimllcfs 
pa:!litn kilVed a fii'ichful il-r;, Ilr»,7e, ch. H. It is plainly horrouc.l t':i.m 
■ f;or>' In the CuliUh u Derniuiby p. 339 of the (Jr. tranfUtion, ti.ot.-.h 
thcic inflcad of a ilo;; tLe animal is called i\t^v.^n, by fiimei:iiU.tL.e,;ia 
I f.-fpcft, of :tn' trinfi^ti r. ■ There is a trarflat'on of (his romance, 
in Zn^iLOh (t^'ofvllihie vorfe, n<it later than Cnauccr'^ lime, as I in.a- 
gine^ in mf. Potior, (iiilin:^ H- ix. Jt i^ eaiiiki! 7/!.r Pi-o-is tj' t!v Siftn 
Stti'er. nnU aqrce>cxBcUv viUi Lt* Jet Sa^tt tie Ktrt'C in Fri.>iih piofc in 
otf. Hurl. yct'jO. 

i The title in the p'intd copies '.s r.x CiJlU Ritna'tprum hli-rie ro. 
tsLUft aUn'te i dfiiiii; viitttti'):,/.;:-, irr.tt.r-ti: t 1 uti api-lhti.'ifni; is 
mtritl'/iitu ct nifjt'ui.. The ui'li<ir<<{'.iis it'in(;e>«-i>rliisi]Uiiei.iikuiiv .., 
nil.- is it eafy to fix Hith pr(.i-i*ion tin- time of U» <i>aiponii'.n. \.'\^^^\^ 
thi w hole 1 have no (■••iiln li.t: li i* ><f .1 l-.lcr il.iiv' than AI<'«iin\.», vix.. 
thf iK'trinniii". Iff the illli rr.n", rv, s::d I Pioiild ^"ici's tl.Bt it vt.ts inin- 
piil'cJ al-iijt .:u- eiiJ i-f :i°.2r -eiit<:ry, .ir the l<e:;inpinR of the ;.':! ■■ 
Three cii':p!e:-. -t I " • iO* • r'jci in ch. C"K, in«l fome KnKliOi n ,i.v% in 
ch. I 2K, wtiich sri' 'o lie t-mr.l in iV»c.al nld niiT. (the fjuincr i ii. '. tirj; 
UtetK Buuibi'iCil \ui. z.iC JiC l.Uei- XA'.i.i,; ti.i)i:kti tbcy ka\c i'Ccu UU 
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fetUing woldfi change thloges that ben ordcined and 
afliimed hj fo many wife men. Sccondl):, I fay that 
all woncn ben widke, and non good pf hem all; for 



I to AHbnAiiv Ihw bcenf very prc|iiAcliI tohlt fiune s 
fcr lB>Mip^ a irinUrfcw, a> i Aippofe, of hit teft mentioned 
•sfyofjdWAro frtauk bcodtleil, in amC of Lydgate beiong- 
fn|;t9 dicbtc Dr. Aftew, ^ Tate of two Mirebanu of Egypt 
mii^BtUiU^ far G^ WomoMntm^ tMr- Fanaei^ Notes on 
ffte J•»vkftrlta.bftedit.of«iyll^4f^ti•3 Mriftlwtale 
h$ik flHIappencd bi tluit wnrk. However ftiineliodyt not long 
after tlie taifentlon of printing at I goeA, did a little more ju- 
ftkali^AMHilk by puttbig together Ufepriodpal tales, and in- 
|Mk|g«lHBB,prithUt nana, In a colleak» ofthe Allies of ^fop 
Md oilMr emliient fiUnltib in Latin. ThlsooHedlott was foon 
tenai'liiD Tkendu and from tlut verilon Caitoa nuule the 
>nirtfcH>a 11 II a^Hdi which has been mentioned in die Pf/- 
APH^^iT.n* aa. CastoB*s book has been leprioted more than 
flMex 1 tev« ten an edttloa of ithi id47» and I doubt whe- 

A^L^^ A^^^^k ^^^ Ih^^^M ^^tk^ dK^s«k^ 



>«. L ass iUb SHnrr, Om^. dmmo. hi v. M. fP0| 7."-Ch. iia . 
lift— llfMfimlllinwiialsiliitMir Tf i siiT t| rMijjfiiiriin) 
ftteibrOlMNr»CH|fi JMmi;b.T.M. iTOtklthubeen 
i is i^«>|^ X3Bt as Mfeai orlglasllr fton tht t^Jm/U in- 
ity. 444.i«-<li. 124 (mf. «0) mafcet tiMlaa Mirdof tte C. tf. A, 
IS7 aialutt ihs foife aofd of tiM C. J¥. A tat tt may have bent 
fnm Atfonftu.— Ch. 17X(»i'.|5) i« ih* aory of ta« two friends 
t la ta« t8«b«-Cli. 4aB hUI coatsiM tlM ftory «r tbt CaflccU I 
■■i cfe. go« nT. that of tbt Bi«d« tti« two prtedfil lacUsau la siuite* 
QiBfi'i MiirrisBi tf Trrnlrr U la IMdla tha aMttoMt aote, ^|i^ lU 
lift ad. af ShadccQb tbat ScrOlovaanl fead workad «p thafetwo ftoriet in« 
ta oae, as tbrf arc In tba plar : bvt that is a ariaake which I beg leave 
ta raciaft haia. Tha aawal of iar O towmiU (ftc sra w # Oisr a . hr» no v. i,3 
la iiina<a< oalf «poa thaaorr uf the Bond t it Is prohnWatharefoie that 
ghafcaJ^paara took tha Aar| of tba Caikau fron tha BaiiUih Gijta SLtm^u 
mtrmm^ aad lagniftcd it upon the other . ■ ' Ch, 98, nif. la copied with 
warr nttla aUerartea la the C. N. 41. aov. flai^— Many more ftnrie* In 
Oawaft trhleh ftem 10 ba fuaadorl apoa aadoat blftorr>wlll appear upon 
aaaailaathiB to ba taken from tMs h 4»k. It would lead me ton far to 
patiicalarinc touCs wbi cb Lydfs te, (>cclave« aad other later writers, have 
hnfTowed fWini it : I will unl y mention, for the credit of the collcdtiuo, 
thatch. 89 coatalaa the complete fiibla of PacaeU'a Hanaiu 
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•f»tiiaalaiidmen,fatth8alom»n4fi'— tf>M°^— ^t 
bot cotes of alk wamoi food «Mn« tand I ■ever* 
jflLiid alfoy cctt|^ if t |[i0fcnffd IBS bjrdiy' coBCuil 
fliiiMi fi iiifihif Ihailyin itm iini mi thr nwiliirn 
»ndGodforficdcthatbfcwtfc;&rfrCi»ttrakfcyll| 
that if the wif Iimve the maiftrie Aeii cMiawfawfif 
hire hulbood ; Md Sdonioo lifth^ Kevev IB tfcyfifti 
thy wif, Rc t0 thfdiBd, nt ta thy frflMd^tMycfeMI 
potrer over thyfelf; for better k «cr4^ fbtf thy dA- 
dren aic of thee din^M that hem Bcteh than 1^ 
fee thy felf ifl the htndei of thy tidhhttu AfldT riii ff 
I wot werche hy thy coDfciUinf ccrcci. It onft hefia^ 
timefecrec« til itwerctioieilMlkhrhaovNH^Mdlhil 
ne maynotbetf IftuldebecoDlellledbythee. [toit 
is written t,The janglerie of wobcd iwcui aothhff 
hide fikve that which they w«t* aot ; after the phi- 
lofophre fayth. In wikked confinl women venqaiftcft * 
men: and for thife rcfon> lot owe not tobc confrflicil 
by thee.] 

t {For it is written^ Isfe."} What U tndnded btt w ata boob la ' 
wanting in all tbc mff. wrhkh I have eicainified; itlipl^Mf 
ticcefTary to the Amfe, at it fhewn us what the ftmrdi and 
f Ah reafofM of Melibelu were to which Prndeacereplia: 1 
have tlicrerorc inferted a« literal a tranflatlon aa I magino 
C'liaucer might have made of the following paflaj«e in the FlP. 
McHh^, mf. Reg. 1 9« C. vil. ; ** Car il eli efcrlpt, la genglerfe dct 
*' femmes ne puet rienn ccller fors ce qu*elle ne (bet- Aprb le 
** |)lul<>roplire dit»ea mauvaisconfeil lea femmea ▼ainqucnt 
** \cs hommes, ct par ces raifons jc nc dois poUlt ute de too 
•* confciL" 



.TUB TALE OF M£LIB£US. 1*4^ 

Wh2m Dame Prudence, ful debonairly aod with gret 
.cicnce, had herd all that hire houibonde liked for to 
y, than axed (he o[ him licence for tofpeke, and i'ayde 
this wife : My Lord, (quod (ht- ) as to your firiit rc- 
n it may lightly ben anfwerd, for I fay that it is no 
lie to chauiige confcil whan the thing: ischaunged, 
' elles whan the thing fcmeth othcrwifie than it fe- 
ed afore. And moreover, I fay though that yc have 
'orncand behight to per forme your emprife, and nc- 
rthclcs yc weive to performe thilke fame emprife 
r juft caufe, men fhuld not fay thcrfore ye were a 
cr ne forfworn; for the book fayth that the wife 
an maketh no lefing whan he turneth hittcorage for 
c better. And albeit that your emprife be ellablifli- 
! and ordcined by gret multltudr of folk, yet thar you 
>t accompHAi thilke ordinance but ycu likcth, ft.r 
e trouthc of thin^cs and the nrcf.c ben rather foun- 
■n 121 fewc folk tliut ben wiR' and ful of refoii tii>in 
• j^T-rt multitude of folk thtr every nian cryeth and 
i:tiTrth what him like:h ; fothiy fvviche multituiic 
not h(Miefl. Aj» to the fccond relbn, v.heras ye 1 .y 
jkt alio women btn wickc; lave your grace, ccitcs 

dofpife alle W(<rr.en in thi;* -vifc', and he that dl (.c- 
ifcth, as f:iifh the bc>«,k, ?.!! ucfplefc-th. And .Sci:wk 
iih, thit who fo wol }^.^Y'J fapirnce (hal no man chf- 
eife, but he fhal gladly techc the fciciicc that Kc can 
ithnut pri lunipri(.ii or pride, and fvviche thiugrs us 

nouj>ht CMi he fliul not l)».n ufliv.n:ed to Utc iiciu, 
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of athour:in<lni(.'n,faith Sal-'nionflfouiUiOgoodlRifii , 
but Crttes if allc women gnod woman found I never. • 
And alfo, cert^'s if I fcorcrncd me by thy confeilit 
i1'. uldc feme that 1 had ycvc thcc uvet methcmaidrie*, j 
and ( JtHl forbedc thdt it 1\» v^'trt ; for Jcfu» Sirak faytb, ' 
fjirit if the wif havt the niaillrie Ihc is contrariousto ' 
Mrc huflxuid; and Salomon fayth. Never in thylif to 
thy wif, ne to thy child, ne to thy frend, nc yeve na 
power over thylVlf ; for better it were that thy chil- 
dren axe of thee thinges that hem nedcth than thoa 
fee thy ftif in the handes of thy children. And alfoif 
I \s ol wcrchc by thy confcilling ccrccs it muA befum- 
tiinefecree, til irweretimechatithclcnowen,aDdthii 
no may not be if I fnulde be confeillcd by thee. [Forit 
is written f^The jangleric of women ne can nothing 
hi»le fave that which they wotc not ; after the phi- 
I()fophr»ffayth. [n wikkcd confcil women venquilhcn 
nun : and for thifcrcl'uub I ne owe not to be confeillcd 
by thee ] 

+ [I'or it is wriftni, vifr.] \\1iaf U incUwled between hooks i« 
wanting in :ill the niir. which I have examined: it '*» [>Iaini]r 
i.rrcll.iry to the fen'.e. ;'.s 't fhews us wJisit the fv/urtJ- atid 
ftrh rcafiMW r.( Mchbrus we'C to v liich Prudence rrpilet: I 
ha\c tiiereforc ini'titeil as literal a tranflation a* I imagine 
Cliaucer mi^ht liave made of the loliowintj pafHi.'^e in the lY. 
Melibee,mf. AV7.19, C. vii.; " Car il ell etcript, la ^cngteriedei 
•* feninie-. nc piiet r'ciis reller fors le tiu'clle nc tet. Apri« la 
*' llirufophre ilit, en nwuivuis ccn't-l Its t'emmes vain 
•' les li(.n:t:ics, ct I'-ar cci ra:ions jo i.c dob point uta^ ., 
"lonfc'.l." ^^^.^'^ ■ ^T ^ 




'*"■•««„'"' '™'* «"S«^n''■ 



1^6 t^fe TAtt Of MfellBCVl. 

and to eh^ntrc of kite folk than himfelf. And, Site, 
that ther hath ben fal many a g^d woiAan vmf 
lightly be pTeVed; fbre'ertes, Sire, cmr Lord Jelii Orii 
n*olde never handtfcended to beb^r9ie4>f u wnann 2 
all women had be trkked ; and after that for the gitt 
bountce that is in women oar LordJefnCrift^riuHl 
he was rifen from deth to lif apfpetttl rather to a wo- 
man than to his apofilcs. And tbotgh 4hwt flabftw 
fayde he found nerct' no good.wOlnaii, tt'fbhreih ml 
therfore thsit all wbmen he widced; ferthevglitiMC 
he ne foibnd no good woman , certes many aDBtbernu* 
hath fblinde many a woman fal go«Hl«ml iarewe: sir 
elIeB,peniVbnture, thetntentofSdtftwn a w w ihli ^thK 

in foveralneboanteehefonndno woman; thisistoiay, 
that ther is no wight that hath fo verlune bovntoe iiiva 
God alone,a$ he himfelf recordcth in his Evangelict; 
for ther is no creature fogood that kiffi newamcthfoa^ 
what of the perfei^ton of God that is hit maker. Toore 
thridde refonisthis; ycfaythatifthatyegovemcyoaby 
my confeilitihulde fcnic that ye bad yevemethemai* 
ftrie and the lordfbip of your perfon. Sire, iaVe yoHT 
grace, it is not fo ; for if fo werc^hat no man fliulde be 
Gonfeillcd but only of hem that ban lordfhip and mu* 
ftrie of his perfon men n'olde not be conftiiled fo of- 
ten ; for fothly thilke man thatalkcth confeil of a por* 
pos yet hath he free chois whether he wol wcrkc af- 
ter that conffil or non. And as to your fourth refon, 
ther as fe fain that the j inglcrie of women can hide 



i 
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"borne of his moder that (hal fterve yong by cp.' To o\' 
tliilke werre, other ellcs live in forwe, and (Mm i;i 
wretchedneiTe ; andtherfore or that any werrc'.Y Vt- 
gonne nien muft have jrrct confcil and cjrct delist ra- 
tion. And whan this olde man wendc to enforcvii Ms 
tale hyrefons, wcl niealle at ones begonnc thty to 
rife for to breken his tale, and bidden him ful ou h:s> 
wordes for to abre^ge ; for fotlily hethat prechcth to 
Iic:n that lillen notheren his wordes hi« fcrmon hcni 
anoieth ; for Jcfus Sirak faytli that mufike in wtpinir 
1ft a nolous thing ; this is to fayn, as muchc avail. rU 
to fpcke btforn folk to which his fpcchc anoictl: a^ t o 
iiD^e befornc him that wepcth. And whan this v.lic 
Tn2in faw that him wanted audience al faamefail hi 
ietcehimdounageiif; for Salomon faith. I'hera'^th u 
ncnriayfthavenon audience enforce thee not tofjv kc. 
1 fee wel (quod thi"? wife man) tliat the comuno }»r :i- 
verbe isfoth, that good confcil wauccth whau it i^inai!: 
nedc. 

YcthadthiinMcIibeusin his confc'l manyf;*!!. fl.it 
privrly in his ere confeilled him certdiji thin;':, .'.•. I 
cotiurilltdhimthecontrarj'ingcncralaudicncc.W J , II 
Klelibcus hid herd that the (yrctcii parric of Ms ( v.- . 
fcil were accorded that he (luildc nKike wcrrc, :i:( ;^ 
heconfentodti>hircconrcilling, and fully a.Tcrr. c • Mr 
fentcnce. Than Dame Prudence, whan tiiar Ihr ; ixv 
how that hire hofboiidcfhopchini for to awri ur Mv.i 
^«0 bisfoos, and to bcgi;:r*c wcrrc, Hie in ful aunil)L" 

Miij 
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wae,iyh>nfliefaw|>ircti||M{,fity ^, l| if nthfftiWfiwt 
My JLrf»4» (quo4&e) 17110 bcMifsMliffl^iiil^Mn 

as ycTcmtvinoMi fpr Pi«»/Ui4miitfiOvft« V^ 

gus C9ntr0yud4tott nf. mrL 3861 . He tlic!i«liil||n| yUyMlM 
van himrelf oriKioAltf a Jew.but ccmverted waA bAkMi in (Si 
year 1 io0. In July; iU nmsBs Aff, PetH 'eiwmltt i^ptewlidl 
account tie took tk« Bimc or J^ir/ *^ FlplC i|Hb|n) fn^riMW 
«* fpiritualU A(fia^^ glorioftwHifpAn^ |iD|Menta(b^^ie M 
King of ATragon of due mme and the fsvtatb of ejjM^-— * 
** quare, ntwncnfjjujprcfctoBCMtol.wan ■|i|fntif»»fiHtf j<i 
** jTiitiT mtlil Qomcii iin[^oaiL**'4fHBr Mt cq»Fpflqi|L fen.mvM 
the di4lo|nie aboye-mpitifiqcdt *oA atib afUBther «!Ori( «t|U 
is here qucfted by Chancer, wtik of wMch tJwriefcM'AUE ay- 
felf ubUged tofftve lbiaeaocoiint—4.|tecxtai|t in fn( |» wmi 
librarie*, but tlie only co|»y which I have hmd W^Piyqttpjrttf 
of examining Ik in the Mnfevm, Bib: Reg, 10 Jff. itfL : ft'ktbew 
entitled Peiri AietfiH/i dt Otrkail diJt^lhA, «ad befetaMthiiii 
** Dixit PitruM AUlfuffiity tam , o>mp9fitor hidw V« 

** bn-«-LibeUuna compegi paitim ex piroverMU etcaftiipth)* 
** nibiM Arabtcis et fiibalia et ▼erflbtv. et parthn ex anhnaHtm 
** et volucrum fiinU}tudinitRM.**«^After a (hon pcaen he en* 
tcrs tlum upi>n iiis main fubjeA ; ** Sboc igitur phUofuphiu, qid 
** lln^it.) Arabic^ coQnoaiin^lur Edric, dixit fUio fuo; Timor 
** Domini ftt tua negotiatio,** ^c. — ^The work then proceeds 
in the form of a ilialog^c lictween tbepltilofi>pher and his foOi 
in which the preceptif of the termer are A>r the muft part iUu- 
ftratcd by appolite fables and example*. Edris (according to 
D'Herbelot^ in v.) wm the name of Enoch among the Arabiana, 
\vho attribute to him many fifibulous cotopoiitions. Whether 
Alfoiifus had any of them in his viewl Icnow not, nor is it ma- 
ter ul : the manner and ftyle of his work Ihew both many marks 
of an eattern original, and one of his ftoiies 0/a trick put upon 
a tblcfh entirely taken from the Caittab u Damnab *, a cele- 



* 'i'liou.Th the exafl age of the CaliUb u Dnmnab be by ao : 
clear, we know that it was tranflated outof Arabick Into Greek by Sf- 
meun Sctbi'everal 79WS Ikcfoie AUwfus wtotc The aory msstioaed 



to ihil doth tn ihre outhcr frrwd or hume bifte thee 
nottaquitcic.fiirintbisnUethyfrcndwalabide.and 
bnied collHlinn nl nriemil ifoliisnet. In ihltpiit of ilie 

CI. HbwDikwuHiyuilrfwiaiMdi.ituFRncb'nrfe. In 
mnoUciipT.niCKif.itf it.nit-thetnnaattnahaitllM Pre- 
^jtfbti ftrti Jtitfwji 1 uiditaerelialhortliimduAlDiil>)'ChB 
tnnlUtnr, Id nrhidi hchyi, ■■Vnll rtni /ftti-irftnnnuer.' — 
Inalitercnpy.mf, Boi. i SKf, the Intivduainab omitted, but 
tbe pucm h cncltM Z( JCmuwis fcrti Au^iitr ttmtu il aj-rifi 
tt cb.tfiajkafli btltmua, — In inothci eapf, mX-Hart, 43>>8. 
there i>«IIherlBU'iMluaionnort1tle,lii[hi:liyihe imr ixnir' 
flmiiortnnfcribcn the Fiench tmin-itiuD bu rut no the ap- 
peuance n( u laiBiiulwjik.wid il quoieil u ftjcli br )'l> le 




tA6 rnt TAtc or n tiiBUVft 

thin enemieihal the lengerliveindrede. Thepnivtriitf 
iayth, He liafteth wel that wifely caa dbideicadta 
wikked haA it no ppofite* 

Comtede CaykMlnhU MamireJUrUs AiNKMurttjicuirf, da i^ 
t. XX. p. 361,] under the general thkaf ir citasfMrMnf A|«ra 
tftt ;f/:r. Ttie fiOrfe of tlic fllieep, of wMdi M.deC iyhiih M then- 
given an abftnid, b In the Letin Alfonta, 6b. Is., |«fll«M} 
that the Oune fable, in }l^Cem9kov^J»tk6e, H. xvz. li ft^ 
theredupoh«»9iiewflawrgif/aKi^iliKBaftid/.jad& i i M^ 
changli^ the ibeep for goati, hat put It into lite faoath-iil' laB- 
cho,2>eii j^'jir. p. I. c. X3C Cervantet faideedhMaHbakoMl 
the appUcatlon of It, bat I thhik aot for the bct w r^ - ' v \ta%, 
inclined to bcUeve that Heben, tbe anther nr tMneatnr^Flkf 
French romance callipd D^^atot, In the bCVfnolog.pf.tfif ,131ft 
century, bad read thb work of AlbnfiiN pcvhapa bcfcn It ma 
tnuiflated into French. The ftttry of the ftone thioim Into thf 
vrell, Deeamenti^ vff . 4, wMch Fanehet IbppofiM iDCcacc to 
have taken flrnm Heben, It in Alfimfttf. ftb. .3d*: H la not In ^ 
Creek Syntipat f , which I imagine to have been tte grouad- 

f Tbe onlt copy wUcb I bave ever feen nt Syntlpn b in mf. SmiC 
5560. I Ouiaki gucft that it ■srcrd i* fubfiamrc wiib tbat wfekfe JDa 
Cange made ufe <tf i» bis Ghfftiiium. MetU H Snf. Qnteit^lit £fle« bit 
Indt* AuO^rumt P> 33»3 tbuugb U feema to be of a later Sf* tmA la a 
more depraved dialc£k. Tbey di^«r in tbi«, ibat tbe nailciaa copy UIUA 
to bayc been traaAaicd from tbe Fevilck [eiWQ inftrunatg fitCkU Uf. 
VaftxTxm yXar^ay,] and Du CanKc^ti from tbcSrrlack [ccTo 3tr 
pixurf (iiC\H, og f'X^^ avIai^Xi^fo-tVytii rwwExXeela ^X«r- 
lav.'] However, I wt>uWl dot vouch tbat it really var tranflated citfcoC 
from the Pern^ k or Syriack. Among the oriental mff. la the Budleiam 
library the c*(arn(;ue mentions one in 'rurkifh, tJt«v/'n/*n, 31^ Dt 
uxore Cbafilini Turcahum rrjslt itJiHo^ which I fufpett tocontaia tbia 
fame llory, traaflarcd perhaps frnm the Greek or from the Itaiias Ertm 
Jio. ' Syntipas is f»id to have been printed at Venice, Lingua Ure» 
ca viilsatiy Fahric. hibl. Gr. x. 51s- How far tbat cditi«>n may agree 
with the Uarlcian m£. ) cannot fay, having never (cen it: to judge )>f 
the mf. only it feem» prohAhle that if .Synttpas was tbe groundwork <if 
the Dolopatiis Uebcrs mitfl have departed as much frnm hla orif^nal at 
the fuccceding ccmpUcrs of I.is/tpt S.tf:et and of £i-<?/;e have frnm hvm 
tjcra. r'e/i/ierthcflory mentioned in the text, aor tbe iwvotbcrawbka 



cace Ihould take tt from llehcrn tlun fnun Aiiur.liis, with w (mie 

%iork}ieappcatiitohavc hci-n will acquainted. Ono oi liis i.o- 

vc\»t Dex\im. viL d, is plainly copxd from thence, I'.tb. viii. and 

hia celebrated nuvclof the two fncniU Tito aiul OMippo, ;\'- 

Ciim. X. fif i«i borrowed, with h.irdly .iny variation cxtcji: n. tim 

namc>ofperfonji and pl.ices, ri.^ni t!jc id orAl!oriii>. < r. v i'-, li 

k the faine thing, from the(i\..' iKjirntncruiKXt inio viltic:! l 1- 

FauchCt refer* t.i a« ?viiT«»vci*i by Ruccico from Ilc!)cr», ■:'/-. Dt .'••;. 
111. i, anl Tjii. R, «reto !>• i-uiihI in Cu- ins. >\ iiiii>:i->. On il. (-••'.!•■ - :. 1 1| 
the rtorv in Tbe D'.am. vii. rt, -vliiil. :% fri.i in rm- text t-. '..<■ ;■ ■ . ..s' 
Cf>|-ic<l frum Alfdnfiij, i> nliVi in ^) nlipaA, :liou 'ii iV.-iii M .' '. ii-^.. '<t 
Fauchet we may prcfumc th;.t li wuk noi in !Ik ')i.lii;).i!ii.-.— j li.- .il m 
of .•)'iilipa*i> cxadlly \.liv '.ur.ic M!:h that cf l.tijipt ^(/.>/-s tin I' .i: in 
£t\tjlf* the French JJ/v'-, "■""*"' *'"'<J <'■'•■>-"■'"»'' "7" ■ '■<'''■«'■' ' .• '*''- 
Jttrt% except t^.ai inHei».l I't l>i'H:lcT!aM «'f Rmsc the kin-jis «:i!iii:v .im 
6f i*c>'il4,aninn!iL-atiiif tine tnlci;.ii.li iif the ohil<iroj>licr» tL is '.^«><. i i.is 
Imft c>rcu!nlt'>nce i> >n ar ;utMi.r.t, 1 tliink, t'dr the orii;>ni.litv • i M •:>- 
pa*, anil another i.iiy be dinw ■• tr.-m t!ic inn;-i«t.:v i<f the I'.iLktwii ; .i:t 
of the taica. The j/.I one i f l^.■•n w-liicl-, a* I r;:tn'.:;i':ir, :.■ '.<.'. i.im.-(1 
In ti.e inj.!cm Kr-:'i'j {$ tlirl . ;' ihc !:l■.iJ:^lt who :.n .1 r-.t n! < - • :,,••. ;< 
pji:!ioB kil'iTd a fn'.Miful %:■■(», /Ti-: ;». ch. V- It is I'lairly im-r-.w- .1 • • in 
a ftury In the CuHi..}.' 11 h.:fn!.,hj p. 3 ;g of the (ir. tran(l.r.i>i<. •: • - h 
thcic ir.nead uf a >!o;{ tt.c ami.-?! i* caMcl N*tJ//.*^n, by I'un.t 1. .:. V •: .•> 
I r.-iitcfl, cf ;!}(' tranrati r. ■• " Tlicrc :» a irarllat-xni't" ii.i> 'on 1 ■..!.•, 
in En~Ilfl? •UtofylliJnc vorf", not later tlnm Cnsoccr'"' liwi'. in i 'ji.a- 
KiiiCy in mi. Ci'fif, Cf.l-m^ Ji. 1 1. Il i-. eniilliil 7,vr Pr-r.i u; 1 ■• .>• ' . n 
fill-".. -«im1 a(;n".'-(.xaclly wiili I.n ,'it Snyu tic Ritre •■> i'liiivW pi-iii in 



SUtry ofthe two friend* i» entitled, in a inf. of Lyd{:ate belong- 
ing to the Utc Dr. Afkew, ^ TjU of tzL>o Marchatits of Fiy]t 
ondofBaldad^ ex Gejis Romanorum^ [Mr. Fanner's Notes on 
The Mercb. of Ten. latt edit. oiUbakefp. App. li.J as if the t.V.c 
had firft appeared in that work. Houxver fomcbody, n(;tlong 
after the invention of printing as I ^ucfs, did a little mc re ju- 
fticeto Alfunfus, by putting together hix principal tales, and iii- 
Ibrting them, with bin name, in a cuilediou of tlie fahlcb nt. 4-/00 
and other eminent fabuliftn in L.itin. TIiiR collodion waj I'oon 
turned Into French, and from that verlion Caxton m.ulc the 
trAnflatiiin into Englilh which hab been mentioned in the /)//*- 
courje^ ^c. n. zz. Caxton*« book lias been reprinted more than 
once : I have fuen an edition of it hi 1647, and I doubt whe- 
ther there has been one fmce. 

fnrr«n, x. I. See alfo Gonvtr^ Ctnf. Amant. b. v. fol. g6, 7.— Ch. iru 
la from Alfonfu* : it U repeated in the C..H>A. mir. 84.. — C'li. I i<; 'iiir. i(>2) 
has been vcrQficd by Govrrf Can/. Atnant. b. v. fol. i to, h. It has !>..cu 
fftentlcBCd in nyte *,]). 131!, as taken uriKinallv rnim the HapitutLt In- 
rf9»-KiM,p. 44.V.— Cn. 124 ("nif. 10) nnkca ihclalt n<»vclc'f the C. A'. -1. 
— Cb. 1 57 niak'^s the sOlh nuvel ut* the (;. N. A, but it in-ty haxc lieen 
taken trum Alfonfus.'^-Ch. 1 71(1111'. 5 5) is the (lory ot the twu friends 
fficnti'iner! in the text.-— <'ii. 4H, inf. contains the ftory of the Ca:Vcts ; 
and ch. 99, mf. that of the liunl, the two principal incidcntH in obahc 
fpcarc's Merchant of Venice. It is faid in the additional note, Aip. li. 
laft e<l. of Shakcfp. that ■>er (Giovanni had worked up ihefe two (lories in- 
to one, as they arc in the play : h- 1 that is a m'Hake which I hc^ lc.i\ c 
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Whm DutJCPradeiice, fnl debomirlj and vt ith gret 
padtace^had bird all that hire houlboDdB liked for to 
ft^, thu and Ihe oFhi m licence for lefpeke, and Eiydc 
intbaoHe: Myl-Md, (quod SwJ ai to your Giftrc- 
fini it laay lightlf bca aofwerd, for I by that it ii no 
folic tacfaantiKecanfeilHhanthethii^iicluuiiged, 
'Or e|]« whan the ihiog femcth othcrwile than it fe- 
acda&re. Aridaui'coicr, flay thoogh that yc have 
Swctttt attd Sdught to pcifomc your cipprife, an d ne- 
mttlicln ye weiie to perfonne thilke lame anpiife 
bj jaft Ciufe, mco Ihuld aot fay therrore ye were • 
Iyer BBferTworn; fot the bookbyth that the wife 
naitinAtth no lefingwhao he tiirnethhU«oragc for 
thebetM-. AndalbeilthatyaurcmiuilcbccltiibJifli- 
«dandardRnedby);retmDlmudcoFfulk,yetiharyou 
not accompliA thilke ordtnuice but you likcth, for 
the tronthe of thiagci and ihe pro6t ben rather fouD' 
lien iu (eoe folk Iliat ben wife and ful of refon thin 
by grct multitude of folk ihcT every nian cryeth and 
datleretk what him likcth; futhly fwichemullitiiiie 
ii not honell. Ai to Ihe fEcand refoa, whetu ye tif 
that alle women ben wicke ; lave your grace, ccitct 
ye dcfpife alle women in thi>-.vife, indhethat allilc- 
Ipiteth, ai fiitb the bouk, all defplefedi. And Scntlt 
faith, that who lb wol hare f^ieote (hal no man dif- 
preife, but he Ihal gladly lecbe the Iticncc that lie can 
without prerumption or pride, and fwicbc thiui:^^ an 
he naught can he flial nut hen afhsmcd to kre licin. 
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thinget thU they wot not, as who fo fay th that a wo- 
mao CIUI aot hide that Ihe wotc ; Sire, t)))fe wordcs ben 
UDderftoBcbe of woni^n thi^t ben J0n£)4reire»and wick- 
ed, i>£*llidi.«<iaien BMO im th^cxhrce thioges dri- 
irca« fDiki ooc pi )U9 kout, that 14 to iay, iiiiake, drop- 
ping dfitlii^ nAdlwicked wives; ^xvi of (wkhc wo- 
aicn-SAloofton Ciytl^i that a man- were better dwell in 
MntllMrti wkh ♦ ttrtmiaa chat is mtg^^ : «nd» Sire, by 
yool' |«?t»tlllt tv^qot i, for ye have fp} often aflaied 
ny girallUiBiee tod iny gret 2>aticqce4 tod eke bow 
wcl th«b licas hide 4od hele thiQge« that nK^o oughtea 
fiecrsflf :t* Mrtt. And fothly af to your fifthe refon, 
whentyttlkyihft lAvickcd coqjfeil women venquiih- 
«n mcn^ God fmte-that thilke rcta ftwit>ere in no 
fiod«-| te WMlertondcth now ye %%tm coqfeil for to 
do wmMdc^v w»d if ye wol werkeo wickedoeiTe, 
and y«nf.wif reftrMneth thilhe wicked purpos, and 
oforeancthymi by refon and by gi9od coqfeil, ccrtca 
yoor «if ooght mthcr to be |)reif^ than to be klam td : 
thasflitaJdeyi^uQdef Aonde the phi)pibphrethatxay th, 
lu wiekedfjaofcfil-itfrofnen vctiqqiihYO h<r kuibondes. 
And tker Be ye bbmcn all ^omtifi 4nd fur refons, I 
fiul ikewo yo« byvany curamptcg chat many wo- 
men hifv ben ful good, and yet beo». and hir confcil 
iMilerome and'profitable. JKk« fora men han fayd that 
the confeil of women is eithi^r to dere or clles to litel 
of priat bttt al be it-fo that ful many a M'omon be bad, 
and hire cooiol vile »nd 099ght .worths yet hap men 

Nij* 
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founden fill manj a good woman, and' diibretv wdA 
wife in confeiiling. Lo Jacob, thurgk the good conidl 
of his mother Rebeckc» wan the benifon ol bis iatber 
and the lordfliip over all hit brethren ; Judith hy hirs 
good confeil delivered the citee of Bethalie, ia which 
ihe dwek, eat of the honde of Holofem^ that -hid k 
befe^ed) and wolde it al defiroye; Abigail Mltercd 
Nabal hire hoofiiond fro David the king » that -tIrQide 
han ilain hinij and appefcdthe iraof thehiogliyhirar 
wit and by hire good eonfeiUing ; Heftcr by hire con- 
feil enhauBcedgrerly the peple of God in the regotf 
of AfTaeroi the king; and the fame boiuitea in good 
confeiiling of many a good woman moiin men rede 
and tell. And furthermore, whan that cure Lord had 
created Adam oure Ibrme fether he £iyd in thik wife; 
It is not good to be a man alionc ; make we to him an 
heipe femblabie to himielf. Here moan ye fee that if 
that women weren not good, and hir coofeil good and 
profitable, oure Lord God of heven wolde neither 
han wrought hem ne called hem helpe of man, but nir 
6her confufion of man. And ther fayd a clerk ones in 
t\%'o vers, What is better than goldf jafpre; what is 
better than jafpre f wifdom ; and what is better than 
wifdom ? woman ; and what is better than a good wo- 
man ? nothing;. And, Sire, by many other refonsmoun 
ye fcen that many women ben good, and hir confeil 
good and profitable : and therfore, Sire, if ye woi 
troAe to my confeil I ihal reilore you your dooghter 
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«nlteod» Md ( wo} don to you fq muche thac 

iinia hvt€ hoQoor in thiA czn. 

Vban Mciibcfi h«d herd thf? word«c of hift wif Pru- 

iceli0i4)Fdthui; IfeweUhatfhe word of Salomon 

MI9 fa* Jbe bicH thtt woi-d«« th^t ben fpoken dif- 

sdfhfwUwkuwc b<n honiecomhev, for they ycycn 

Ktttuoic to the foale and bolfonnMiTc to the body : 

id^miU beciBfo of thy fwetc |ivQrde«, gad ekf for I 

tTC pre«ed wd a^ed thy giptc fapi^nce and tliy 

rcu tfoncfccy I moi g9^em9 m^ by thycQuicii in aile 

hing. T 

Mbv,8SBB»(4|nQdDtm^ PruditocO^ad fin tliat yc 
vo«dicfirfeCobexoverDedibyinyconf«il I wqI enf'irinc 

jroa iKnr that ye fhulo j^roveroe yourfcifio chefinp: of 
joare coofinUours. Ye (huln firft in aUc your wcrl. cs 
flMlcelybeleclieD to the heigh Qod that he wol he your 
confeillniir^ and (hapeth you to f»yiche entente tliat 
hcyenjiom cooftil andcomforte, as taught Tollv \,ls 
§om»i At alletimeft thou ihaltbieflic God, and prcic him 
todrdfisthy wayes; andloke that vUetbycoiiL lis ben 
iohiivlQrjeicnnore. SeintJame^A^kefayth, Ifany cf 
you have node of fnplence axe it «>f God. And aftcr- 
vrardetbaDihullcn yctakeeoufeilifi yourfelf, and txa- 
mlae wcl your owen thou^ht^ of fwichc thing: s as 
y»H thinketh tiiat ben bed iov your profit ; and than 
flinln ye drive fro your hcrte three thingcn that hiu 
OQiitrarioustog;ood€oo(£ii,thati»tofayn, ire, covci- 
fiadlivftuidrc 

Niij 4 
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Hrft, he that szeth confeil of himfielf oertei be miH 
be withouteu ire for many ca«fet« The firCl kthit; he 
that hath gret ire aodwrath hi hiaafetf he weneth al* 
way that he may do thing that he may not do. Aad^ 
fecondly, he that is irons and wrodi he may net-wel 
deme; and he that noiay not wel deme may not wd 
confeille. The thridde is this ; he that is inom tod 
"wroth, as fkyth Stock, ne may not fpekc Iraiihbme^ 
ful thinge», and with his 'vicioua wordca he fiiitctli 
other foUi to anger and to ire. And ekt^ Sirc^ ye m«A 
drive coveitife out of your herte, iar the apoftlefaytlf 
that coveitile b the rote of all* hannci : mdimfteth 
wel chat a covettoiw*man ne can not deae ne thinkc 
but only to fulfille the end of his coveitift and ocrtes 
that ne may never ben accompUfed, ferrver themoie 
haboondance that he hath of richefie the more he de« 
iireth. And, Sire, ye maft alfo drive out of yoare herte 
hailinefie; for cettes ye ne moun not deme £sr the befle 
a fuden thought that falleth in your herte, bat ye muft 
avife you on it ful ofte, for, as ye have herde herebe^ 
forn. the commune provcrbe is this, He that (one de« 
meth fone repcnteth. 

Sire, ye ne be not alway rn Uke difpofitioa, forcer* 
tes fom thing that fomcime femeth to you that it is 
good for to do another time it femeth to you the con- 
trarie. 

And whan ye han taken confeil in yourfelf, and ban 
«Umed by good deliberation fwiche thing as you £> 
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tkiD rede lyoa that ye kepeitiecre^ Be-* 
WKje not your coofetltoDO perfoiie»biittf fio bethat- 
ye weneii fikerly diattborghyoiirebewreyiiigyoure 
condition ftal ben to yov more pro6tible; for Jefun 
8trak£uth, Neither to thy foo ne to thyfrend difcover 
Boe thy fecm ne thy folie, for they woln yeve you 
mdienoe and loking; and fupporutioo, m your pre- 
lence, and fcomeyou iayoure abfence. Another clerk 
iayth, that icarfly flialt thou finden any perfone that 
any kepe thy eonfinlfecreiy. The book faylih, While 
that thoQ krpcft thy celhlieil in thin herte thon kepefk 
It in thy frifiDB, and whan thoa bewrcyefb thy confeil 
toanywigfathcholdeththeeitthiafiiares andther* 
lore yon la better to hide your confty im yovr herte 
than to preye hin to whom-ye ban bcwieyed yoiire 
confeil that he wol kepe it <loic atad ftiUe ; for Seneca 
layth. If £» be that thonne may ft not thin owes conftil 
hide how dareft thou preyen any «ther wight thy 
confeil ftcKly to kepe ? Butnathelet, if thou wene fi- 
kerly chat thy bewreying of thy confisil to a perfone 
wolmakethyooiidition to ftondenin the better plight, 
than ihalt thou teUehim thy confeil in this wife, f trft, 
thon flialt make no iienhUnt whether thee were lever 
pees or werre, or this ortbat, ne fliewe him not thy 
will ne thin entente ; for trofle wcl thaftioommuDly 
thcfe confciUours ben flacerers, namely the confeil- 
k>urs of grate kmies, for they enforcen hcodalway ra- 
ther to fpcken plelant wordcs, eaclimog to the lordet 
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kift, d»a wordet that ben trtwe or prafitable, and 
therfore manfaya that the ricbe man hath fiside good 
conleilbutifhehavcitofhimlidf. And after that thov 
ifaait confider thy frendes and thin eniMaica. And at 
touching; thy frendai,thoo (halt confider which of boa 
ben moft feithful and moft wiile, and cidcft and maft 
apprevod, in conieilling, and of hen fliak thoa an 
thy confcil as the cas reqoireth. 

I fay, that firft ye (huln clepe toymwe confialjroaie 
frende* chat ben trewe ; for Salomon faith that nght 
at the herte of a man deliteth in favoor that lafwoce, 
right ib thecoofeii of trewe CMadeayeflethfvctendb 
to the foalc : heiay th aUb,Ther may aotbing be likfr* 
ned to the trewe frend, for certcs croid ne filwr bee 
not fo mnche worth as the good willof a trewv freod i 
and eke hefayth, that a trewe firend is a ibong de- 
fence ; who fo chat it findeth, certes he findeth agrct 
trefor. Than iholn ye eke confider if that yoor trews 
frcndes ben difcrete and wife, for the book faith, Aie 
alway thy confeil of hem that ben wife. And by this 
fame refon (huln ye depen to youre confeil y oure fr en* 
des that ben of age, fwiche as han i'eyn and ben ex« 
pert in many chinges, and ben appreved in confeil-* 
linges; for the hook fayth, In olde men is al the fapi- 
ence, and in lon^e time the prudence: and Tallias 
fayth that g^ctc thinges ne ben not ay accomplifed 
by llrengthe ne by deli verneife of body, but by good 
conrdl, by aui^oriteeof perfones, andbyfcience; the 
which three thingea uebtu ivot feble by age, but c«r-. 



Mr albeit 16 thu Khov firft ue telle thy ccr- 
Ail bat CO sie^e, thoo mayeft aftcrwarde tell it to 
Jtooiblk if it bcncde. £nt loke alway that thy confcil- 
toon have thilkc three conditions that I have fayd be- 
fore ; that it to fay» that they be trewe, wife, and of 
aide experience. And werke not alway in -every nedc 
%f nn oonfeiUoor allone, for fomtime behoveth it to 
be confciHrA-by many; for Salomon £iyth, Salvation 
tff thingo it wher at ther ben many oonfcillours. 

Now fich that I havcl told yon of which folk ye 
fliolde be confeilled, now- wol I teche you which con- 
feilye ooghtto efchue. Firft, ye IhulB eichue the crn- 
leUUqgof foolet; for Salomon fayth,Take no cunfcil 
of a fool, for be nt cannot confeille but after hit owen 
Inft and hitaffedion : the book fayth, The prcpertee 
of a fool it thiB, he troweth lightly harme of every 
man, and h'ghtly troweth allbountee in himfelf.Thca 
flialt eke efchue the confcilling of all flaterers, fwiche 
ateoforcen hem rather to preifen yoore perfbne by fia- 
terie than for to tell you the iothfaftnefle of tfainges. 
■ Wherfore TuUius fay th. Among alle the peftiltnccs 
A*t ben in frendfliip the greteft it flaterie; and thcr- 
Mote it St awn nede that thou t£ch.\ie. ^aj^^^^k.'^^''^- 
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ren than any odier peplc The lMok£uft|i»'*nio«&al^ 
rathefc' drede anjl41c«£n> the fwete wor4^t{)CtocriB( 
preifcntkan.fipo the egre wordc» nf thy Creod thA 
£aithtbee iioches } Salomon (kith, that the wordmoC^ 
Caterer ia a fna:re to cacchen innocentea i he ikyth ^^ 
fo. He that fpeketh to hi» Creott wordca of vfweteDdEff 
and of.plefanoee he fetteth a pet befarqe hit feet to 
eaccheo him: and therfoire faythTnlliua^ Encliiieool; 
thin eres tofiakerers, oe take so confctt <if wordeapC 
flaterie': and Catonfaythi^Avifc thee wel« and eicbua 
wordes of iwecenefle and of pleikuiice. And eke^tboif 
&ah efchue the.confetlUngro££hio olde eoemieathat 
ben ceconciled. The book ikyth, that nio Wight. re^ 
tourneth Tafely in^ the grace «(f his oide.enemie t and 
Yfupe Ctiyth^ He troft not to hem tp whi<;h thou baft 
fomtime had wcrre or enmitee,.nc telle hem not thy 
confeil': aodSenek telleththe caufe why; It may not 
be, fayth he, ther as gret fire hath loug time endured 
that ther ne dwelieth fom vapour of warmoeiTe; and 
therfore faith Salomon, In thin olde footroil thou ne- 
ver ; for fikerly though thin cnemic be reconciled, and 
maketh thee chere of humilitee, aud louteth to thee 
vkrith hi9 lied, ne trofl him never, for certe» he maketh 
thilkefeined humilitee more for hibprofite than for any 
loveofthyperronejbecaufethathcdemethtohavevic- 
torie over thy pcrlbne by fwiche feincd contenance, 
the which vi<ftorie he might not have by llrif of werrc. 

* Jz'i/c thee wtl'\ He refcra, I prefume, ti» CatQ^L lii, dift. d.} 

icrmoaesbUndutU«(Q(«yie cavere nicuientt. 



And Pttier A4plKNire£iyth, Make noftJawihip with 
-tfiin <»lde cMWict, for if -thou do hem bountee they 
itroUen pe f » o wa itto wickednefle. And eke thon m uft 
tfchne dM 4onfeiUii|r of Hem that beo thy ferTaunts, 
•nd b€r«n tfiec -gret reverence, for paiaventure they 
felo ft MiMtefor drede than fcr love ; andtherfore fai th 
1llr{iliiMbphl« fai this wife, I'her it no wight parf:tiy 
tfewe to him that he to fore dredcth. And TuUiub 
Ikyth, Thern*ieiio might fo gret of any emperour th at 
|iMigemay«nchn«bot if he have moretove of the pcplc 
^mn drede. Thon ihaltalfo efchae.the coaieillin^ of 
folk thatbai dronkelewe, for they ne can no conicii 
llide ; for SiiUflUm-fay th, Ther n'is nopriaetee ther a« 
regoeth dmidtcnneire. Ye (huhi alfoliavc in fulpe<ft 
the confeilUng of fwiche folk as coiifciile yoo o thing 
|»rively and confeilie you the contrarie openly; for 
Caifiodore ftyth that it i«a manerefleighte to hinder 
hit enemy t^han he fhewcth to don a thing openly 
ftnd werketh jfnively the contrary. - Thon ihait alio 
hsv€ infnfpeA the coAfeilling of wicked fblk» for hir 
confeil it alway ful of fraude. And David fayth, Blif- 
ta\ it that man that hath not folwed the confeillin^ of 
flirewes.ThouihaltaIfoefchue the confctliingof yonire 
folk, for hir confeiUing is not ripe> as Salomon faith. 
Now, Sire, fith I have ihewed you of which folk 
ye Ihullen take youre confeil, and of which folk ye 
(hiillen efchue the confeil, now wol I tcche vou hovr 
ye (huhi eiamine your confeil a£(.cc \V.^ 4c^^\\v.v:. ^^ 




fiilicihitiniliiil.>:thing;thuil 
whu ibin; liai thuu wolt h 
truDthe be laid iiid coarErvc 
trewely thf tule: iar hclhin 
b« cinfnlloi ia ih>c c» of wh 
thu thouihalc coiiCiJre ihe (I 
tli:ic thiiu purpol'eft fur (□ 60 
rcfoD accord thfrto, and cIlc If 
thtrCo, and il' tilt more put an 
confcillours actorikn thffto < 
conlliire what llilne ihal folw 
lute |)ce% wcrrc. grace, prrfi 
ity bthiir ihinjei, and in a lie 1 
the !«lie, and «-=ist alli otii 
thou conlidre of what roole ii 
oflhyconftil.andwi.jifinif. 
)^ndri;. I'hnu Ihjlt ck< ciinfii 
vlunncs they brn Qirongen. 
an-,i:ied thy ccnfcil, aa 1 h,.vc 

ithynia"yiv,a-fulk and ..Jl 
Cdrc ifihuu m^vli n,.'rrurO;ei 
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ft^d^ He tfiic ttr.mociK emlinMedlidiftretfle^^ 

and C9ilion£uik,x*AMKfto do fwicharifchiDgcs as thou 

^•A powv'Co 4loii» Ifift tibc ckargc v^prefife thee fo 

Ion tfaBtthccbdmcliheo weive thiogithut tliou hafl 

]MgiMlne..AAd affo be ihat thoo iMJibdodte whether 

Hicw iniyft | i tti i mwc Jt dung. or iMh^ cfaife rather to 

^bfo tlnl»fir|pgii»ev ^d Pcui^Mpiikaafc fayth, If 

.then haft might to jifM t thing ofivdiicfavtbou mud 

it kiUeUn nj than ya ; thia:iftrtaik}ii, tliat 

uhettirtDholdcthytongtiftilktbiki for to ffcke; 

^ItaWiiiiafftitfaoa ■ndccADndc.byOangtsirdbns that 

if tfami haft power to perfornie a'wcrkldf Arhich thou 

1hillin^pdit»t!tliaitn thee better thaitlMrfiif&e than 

-Jbcgiuie. Wcl&io they that defcndcatwrywight to 

«Ay3e a chiag of .i^hich he isin doute trfaetber he may 

*" pcrfbrmeit or nocL. And after whanyehah examined 

^ ^Dvra aonfeil as i hare faid >bcfornc, aad knowcn wet 

* Uiat jFesMnm per£ormeyoiir emprife, conferme it than 

* ladlyitUit beat aa cnde. Now is it refan and tiine chat 
^ JiheareyaB3#haBaad;wherfbrethacyeiRonDchaiinrre 
^ yoor iconfeil withoaten repreve. Sothiy a man may 
^ ituusge his *|mrpos and his confeil i£ the caufc cefeth , 

^ «r whana newecas bctideth; for the lawe faith, that 

V aponihiogesthat newly betiden behoveth oe^ve con- 

*^ fiaJ ; and Scneca.iayth, If thy conieil iscomen to the 

^ - ■■ ^4ffHy to dofwicte tbingis"} Thh precept of Ci/o Is in 1. iii. 

J Quod potc* id lentatn; nperts ne pondere prefTus 

"^^ ^ toecumbat latior, ct fruUim teauu reUnqvaM. 

cf Volume J r, O 
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cres of thiti jeoelnfts chauogiertiiy coni^iL Yhon mOKfk 
alfd ^duMBge thy conTeil if fo^ba-thst «hba find thai 
by erroof or hy other caufe luunne^or damigv ma^ 
hetide:-alfoif thy^onfeil be idiflionefie, other eUit 
come of diihoDefte cattfe, chaaoKc^tfay ooitfeil ; for tbk 
lawes £un that all behcftes that bei»dfiihMcae bca tf 
no Talae ; andekeif fo be that it he iqipbffiUe, or flw^ 
not g;oodly be peribnned or kept. : ' 

Andtaktfthii for a grcneftii teide, that every ooa^ 
fell- that -hiafiermed to firosgly that it May not bi 
chaunged fbr^no coaditum that aiay betide» liay that 
thilkecofafeilia wicked. - . : 

This MoUbiBits, whan he had hetd-the dodtine of 
his wifOaaMPnideDce,anfwered is this wife : Dame, 
qnod he, at ^ onto this time ye hao wel and cove^ 
nably taught me, as in general, how I fhal goveme 
me in the chefing and in the withholding of my coiv- 
feillours; biit now wold I fain chat ye wold condefcend 
in efpeclal, and telle me how likethyou or what (e« 
meth yon by oure confeillours that we. ban chofen in 
oure prefent nede. . 

My Lord, quod (he, I bcfeche you in alle hamble£Ge 
that ye wol not wilfully replie agein my refonn, ne 
diflcmpre your herte, though 1 fpeke thing that yoa 
difplefe, for God wote that as in min entente I fpeke 
it for your befte, for yourc honour and for youre pro- 
fit eke, and fothly I hope that youre benignitee wol 
taken it in patience. And trufleth me wel, quod fhci 
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teftytaPMrnflfil'M ik this cat ne ibMt bot (as to 
^ke pro|ifVly) lie. ctUed » coafeiniiig, bot a motion 
or ft mevinj^ of lolie, in ilrliicli conlisil je han erred in 
4MUiy a Ibfidry wife. " - 

•r ■: FM UKhfenvaHiy ye han erred in theaflemblin^ 
•fyoore coo&iUoors, £er ye iholde firft han clcped a 
inre folk to yonre confeil, and i&er ye migbte han 
§ttweA it to: mo folk il it hadde be node; but certes 
yehan fodelhly eleped to your conlletl agiet multitude 
4i$pe|^k^fiilrdiargeant-and fill anoyoftsfbr to here. 
i^o-jt ban trtedy for ther aa ye fholdehan only ele- 
ped to yottre confi&k yonre trewe frendes olde and 
«ife« ye bab dcped ftrauoge folk, yooge f^k, f alfc fia- 
fftten^ and enemies reconciled, and folk that don you 
veverence withoutenlove. And eke ye han erred, for 
yehao brought with you to yonre confeil ire, coveitife, 
and kailifnefie, the which three thinges ben contrary 
|oe¥ery oonfeilhoneft-andprofitable, the which three 
tbingetye nehan not anientiffed or deftroyed neither 
in yonrefelf ne in yoore confeillours as you ought . Y e 
ban erred alfo, for ye han (hewed to youre confeillours 
youre talent and youre affeAions to make werr can on, 
•ndfiorto do vengeaunce, and they hanefpied by youre 
wordesto what thing ye ben enclined, and therfore 
(ran they confeiUed you rather to youre talent than 
to yonre profited- Ye han erred alfo, for it femeth that 
you fofficeth to han hen confeilledby thife confeillours 
•nly, and with litcl avis, wheras in fo hi^h. ^xid^^ <^v:x. 
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M thftCiUDtetioD k ncceflkrie, let It beginne at the 
ikuipeiu tod It the phyficient thac firft fpaken in this 
^natcr. I Uj that phyiicicot tod fiogieiis han fayde 
you in joore confiril diicretly as hem ooghte, and in 
|ur fpccht fiudfo fal wiOdiy that to the office of hem 
fppfirtf'Pf*** to don to every wight honour and pro* 
fit)ea.Mid no wight to t^oye, and alter hir craft to don 
^1^ diligence vnto the cure of hem which that they 
.imn in hir govenuuince. And, Sire, right as they han 
imfwtrcd wifely and di£cretly, right fo rede I that they 
\f% lugUy and foverainly guerdoned for hir noble 
^cctffit wad eke for they ihulden do the more ententif 
bcfineflc in the caration of thy dere dooghter : for al 
be it ib thtt they ben yoore frendes, therfore fliullcn 
ye not fni&en that they ferve you for nought, but ye 
OUghte therathcr guerdone hem,andihewe hem youre 
lurgetk. And as touching the propofition which the 
phyfidenaentrctedea in this cat, this is to fain, that in 
inahdiw that a coutrarie is wariibed by another con- 
irarifl, I woidfain knowe how ye underfionde thilke 
texty and what is youre fentcnce. Certes, quod Meli- 
iKUt, I nnderiloDd it in this wife, that right as they 
lian don me a contrarie, right fo (bolde I don hem ano- 
ther; for right as they han veoged hem upon mc and 
jdon me wrong, right fo ihal I venge me upon hem 
and don hem wrong, and than have I cured a contra- 
rie by another. 

1*0, lo I quod Dan;e Prudence^ bov \\^r3v^\s.^^^v^ 
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Cth the krpin^ of youre pcrfone, ye (huln undcrflond 
that he that hith werrc ihal ever more devoutly and 
tnckcly prcicii befurne alle thing^cR that JeAi Grid of 
hi« mcrcie wol hanhim in his protcdion, and ben hiti 
foveraiDC helping at hisncde ; fur c Lite s inthlBwcrld 
th«rr is no wight tliat may be confcilitrd nc kept fuill- 
fantly withuute the keping of oure lA>rd Jefu Crifl. 
To this lentence accordeth the pr<>]}hete David, that 
fayth, If God nc kepe the citee in idel waketh he that 
kepcth it. Now, 8ire, than ibuln ye committc the ke- 
ping of youre perlone to youre trew c frendcs that ben 
apprevcd and yknowe, and of hem fiiuln ye axen hclpc 
youre perfone for to kepe ; for Caton faith, • If thou 
have nede of hclpc axe it of thy frendeti, for ther n*is 
non fo good a phyficien as thy trewe frend. And af- 
ter this than (liu!n yc kepe you fro alle Piraunge folk, 
and fro lieres, and have alway in fufpcdl hir com- 
paignic ; for Piers Alphonfc f:iyth, Nc tike no com- 
paigniebythewayofaOraungcnian, but if fo he that 
thou have knowcn him of icngcr time; and if fo be 
that he fallc into thy compaignic paraventure with- 
outenthina(r«.nt,cnquerethanjvfuhtillyii9thoumai(l 
of Iiiit converf?.tion, and of his lif beforne, and feinc 
thy way, faying thou wolt go thider as thou wolt not 
go ; and if he btrc a fjicre hold thee on the right fide, 
and if he here a fwenl hold thee on his left fide. And 

« l/i'. oil h.:z'e rr./.-] C -tc^ 1. Iv. iV'X. 14. ; 

Mcc (iuiri;uam mdlcr mvuicvi <juani &dui imicoib 
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idimaiier folk to youre confcil, wUdrconfcik* 

len ypough reproved by the rcfomi aforefaid : 

ithdeSy let us now defcende to the fpecial Ye 

oft proceden after the dodrine of Tulliux. Cer- 

« tnmthe of this matere or of thisconfeil oedeth 

iligentiy toenquire, for it is wel wift which they 

tfaftt han doo to yoo thi^ trcfpas and filanie, aiid 

tntoytnefpafours, andio whatmanere, they han 

tiryau all this wrong and all ihia vilaoie. And after 

tlua fliolo ye examine the fecoad condition which 

i tli&iaine ToIIius addcth in this matere : for I'ul- 

• ^otceth a thing which- that he clepeth Confent- 

fl tUstoikyn, who ben they, and which ben they, 

jd how many, that confcnten to thy confeil in thy 

ilfblnefie todon haftif vengeaunce. Andlet us con- 

Jfe ftlib who ben they, and how many ben they, and 

fhidiben they, that confenteden to youre advcrfa^ 

tAs to the firft point, it is wel knowen which folk 
be that confenteden to youre wilfulntiTe. for 
towely tU tho that confeileden you to maken fodcin 
crre ne ben not youre frenden. Let us now con fid re 
hich ben they that ye holden fo gretly youre frcndcs 
\ to youre perfone, for al be it fu that ye be mighty 
id riche, certes ye nc ben but allone ; tor certes ye ne 
UB DO child but a doughtcr, ne ye ne han no brcth- 
tOt ne cofins germains, ne non other ni^fh kinrede, 
iicrforc that your enemies for drede (hulde ftintf to 
ledo with you or to dcflroyc youtt ^M\^vjw^i« "S.^ 
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-Vnoweo iiflo distyoiir richcuet inotcB oe&w^KOMl 
in dhrerfe partia, and whan that ev a y w % l rt haihlni 
pert they ne wpllen taken Imt lital regaid tmttagt 
youredeth. Bat tiun enemies ben three, sad theybift 
many brethren, children, cofin% and other ngfakiB- 
rcde; and tfamighro were that thou haddeftflain of 
hem two or three, yet dweilen ther ynow to wickn 
hirdeth,andtoiIeethyperfone. And though ibbethit 
youre Idnrede be more ftedefiaft andfiker thuvthekiB 
of yoar adverfarieiij yet natheles yoniekinMde if bat 
a fer kinrede; they beo but Ittel fibbe to yon, atad dtt 
kin of youre enemies ben nifi^ Bbbeto hem $ and ccp* 
tea as in that hir condition is better than yonrea.'Tliaa 
let us confidre alfo of the confeilling of hem that con* 
feilled you to take fodein ^nj[eaoce, whether it ao- 
corde to refon ; and certes ye knowe wel miy } for ai 
by right and refon ther may no man taken tenge* 
aunceon no wi^t butthe juge that hath the jori^ 
diSion of it, whan it is ygraunted him to take tbilkc 
vengeannce haftily or attemprely as the lawe reqni* 
rcrh. And yet moreover of thilke word tiiat ToiHw 
ricpeth Confentinjr, thou (halt confidre if thy mig^ 
and thy power n:ay confenfe ar.d fufficc to thy wil* 
fulncfie androthyconiVillorrs; aud certes thou may- 
eft wel fay that Nay ; for fikerly, as for to fptkc pro- 
prtfly, we moi>n do nothinr; but only fwiche thing 
as we moun don rightfully ; and certes rightfully ye 
nc mowe take no vcnjcance, zi of your proprc aoc- 
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torite. Than mowe ye fen that your power ne con- 
ieuteth not ne accordeth not to youre vpilfutnoiTo. 
Now let us exaniuie the thriddf point, that it >iius 
clcpech Confequent. Thou ihalt underAondethat the 
▼engeauncethat thou purpofeft for to tal:r is the con- 
fequent, and thcrcf foivvcth another vengeance, pe- 
ril, and werre, and other duniages withnuten num- 
bre, of which we ben not ware as at this time. And 
astouchiDjrthefourthc point, that rulliu^clepetl) 1- n- 
gendring, thou (halt confuicr that thib wrun^ wi.ich 
that is don to thee is enjs^cndrtd of the hate of t!:in 
enemies, and of the ven^^eaunce taking u];oi) that n old 
engender another veng;cau nee., andmuchelforwe and 
wafting of richcfTeR, as i fayde ere 

Now,Sire,a6 to the point that Tulliusclepeth Cv.u- 
fes, which that is the latl point, thou fhaltundcr'loiKle 
that the wrong that thou haO received hnth n rr.oue 
caufcti which that clerkes clepen orie/ts and efic'uns^ 
SLndfjiffal'jft^inqua'dnd caffaproplnqua ; tluij is to '.^yn, 
die icr caufe and the nigh CAufc. The fcr canlV is il- 
mi^jhtyGcdjthatiiic.iureofail':? thinjfcs; theneri.uie 
is thin three enemies; the cniile accidental was l> >♦«; 
the caufe material'oen the five 'voundt;5('ifIni]«M!"rh- 
ter; rhecaufcfurmiil i"*the!r.3nerofhirv»eiki"«',il'dt 
hrc.uj^hteii ladders and fl-^n J licn in at thy wind(.w:.A; 
ther^iiiie final •.v;:sfi)r to llee thv dou^Htcr : it Ic-.jd 
■lo: ini'.-' m:ii:ho as ini;jin w:'..;. \ iitlor tolo.-k' <•! \.\\r 
^ercj.i*": , i>t.;) whatendethcyfhulneoipe,or\\I.at liial 
M^ulume Jr. P 
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finally betide of hem in this cma, ne can I not deDt 
but by conjeAinfif and fuppoiing ; £m; we flmlo fop* 
pofc that they ihulfl come to a widiedeadc, becaaft 
that the book of Decrees (ayth, Sekien or «with grel 
peine ben caules ybrought to a good cade wfaao they 
ben badly begonne.' 

Now, Sire, if men woldaxen me why that GodiaC^ 
fred men to do you this vilanie, certeal cao not welaa- 
fwcr as for no fothfailnefle ; for the apoflJe fayth thM 
the fciencei and the jugemenu of ooro Lord Ood Al» 
mighty ben ful depe ; ther may no man comprehend 
ne ferche hem fuffifantly; n«thelet» by certain pio- 
fumptiqnf jusdconjedings Ihohland bcieve d»t Ood, 
'which thatisful of juftice and of right wUenefie, hath 
f ufFrred this betide by juft canfe refonable. 

Thy name is Melibee, this is to fayn, a man that 
drinketh hony. Thou haft dronke £o mache hony of 
fwcte tcmporel richeffes, and delices, and hoaonrs of 
thi« world, that thou ai:t dronken, and haft forgotten 
Jefu ;JriA thy creatuur: thou ne haft not don to him 
fwichf honour and reverence as thee ought, ne thou 
ne haft wel y taken kepe to the wordes of Ovide, that 
fayth » Under the honey of the goodes of thy body is 
hid the vcnime that ileth the foule : and Salomon 
fayth, If thou haft foundcn hony ete of it that fuffi- 
ccth, for ifthout'ttofitoutof mcfurethouftialtfpcwe, 
and be nedy and poure. And peraventure Crift hath 
tlice in defpit, and hath tourncdaway fro thee hii face 



THKTALI OF MELIBEOS. tjt 

and his exen of mifericorde, and alfo he hath fufFi-ed 
that thou haft ben puniihed in the manere that thuu 
hail ytrefpii fed. Thou haft don ftnne again ourc hord 
Crift, for certes the three enemies of mankind, that 
is CO fay n, the fiefh, the fend, and the world, thou haft 
fuffrcd hem entre into thin hertc wilfully by the wln- 
dowes of thy body, and haft not defended thyfelf fuf- 
fifantly agcin hit aflautep and hir temptations, fo that 
they han wounded thy foulc in five places ; this i> to 
fayn. the dedh finnei* that ben entred intothyn hcvte 
by thy five wittc* : and 'n the fame manere our Lord 
Crift hath wold and luttVed that thy three eiien: es 
ben entred intothyn hou^ by the windowes, an-l li..n 
ywoundcd thy douj^hter in the forefayd mancic. 

Certes, cjuodMeiibte^ I fcewclthatyeenlon-eyou 
muchelhywordfstoovercomenme infwichf "-ariere 
that I ftial not venp;e me on mine enemicit, Ihi .vi<)g 
me tlie perils and the evih that mightcn lalie ol rjiis 
▼engtaunre ; but who fo woldc coiificire in aile vcn- 
l^'auncestheperilhand evils that mightenfue of vcn- 
^faimcc takinj? a man wold never take vtngeaunce, 
■ *d that were harme ; f>r by the vcngcaupcc taking 
•en the wicked men difteveted fro the frooik n tn, 
^^ W they that han will to do wickedn* fir reflrcjr.cn 
^y^ "^vickcd pvrpos whan they fen the pi.iMfl'.irc; -nd 
"■^^ ^izhaftifing"* ofthe tnlp.ii^'urs. ( I o ih:> •■•'A id 

*r)ftl-etrrj;yuirs''l]n.\ ;.\>.. .- ,•■• ,>. ■ ■ 'cr 

See Co be very n;ater:al to the icuic, 1 i. .\ >. ' r..i.i4..'<.cii .rum 



' X 



fclhalnnotaflaye Fortune by no way, ncycnc i 
lot leoe orboweuntohirc, after the wordcsof Sc 
!or thinj^s that ben folily don, and rho that ben 
in hope of Fortune, fhuhi never cume to eood e 
Ibid a»the fame Senek fayth, The more clcrc am 
Dore (Uiningthat Fortune is the more brotel ant 
(baer broke (he is. Truftcch not in hire, for fl.c 
lot ftedefaft ne (lable, for whan thou trowed t 
Qoft fiker and feure of hire helpe ihe wol faille 
ecei ve thee. And wheras yc fayn that Fortune '. 
arifhcd you fro youre childhode, I fay that in fo 
\c\ yc (hulo the IciTe trufie in hire and in hire ^ 
hr Senek faith. What man that is norifhcd by 
ane ihe maketh him a gret fool. Now than fi 
efire and axe vcngeaunce, and the vcngcatincc 
. don after the lawe and before the juge ne likcth 
ot, and the vengeaunce that is don in hope of 



X74 TBI TALK or KBLIIIVt. 

that men hand on to me I fompna or watnehem that 
hail don to me TiUoie, and aUe other, to^D mei 
other TiUnie ; for it is written. If thott tnlM no 
geaunce of an olde vilany thoo lio m pn feft tWa advcff- 
faricft to do thee a newe vil^ie i and alio for my fiif-' 
fraunce men wolden do m« io mache vifauiie that i' 
might neither here it ne fadeine; and fe fluilde I ben- 
put and hokkn over h>we ; foribnr men faia, In muM 
chel fnffring fbol many thingcfrfilieuotothee wUcb 
thou flialt not mowe fuffpe; 

Certet, quod Prudence, I grannte yon wel that o» 
vermuchel fulBrannce is not good, hut yet ne fblwetb 
it not therof that every perfoae to whom men doo: 
vilanie ihold take of it vcnfreaunce, for thai apper- 
teineth andlongeth all only to tfaejuges, for they Ihut 
venj^e the rilanies and injuriei ; and therfore tho two 
audoritees that ye han fayd ahove hen only under- 
ftonden in the jo^cr, for whan they foffren ovcrmn* 
chel the wronges and vilanies to he don withouten 
punifhing they ibmpne not a man all only for to do 
newe v/ronges but they commaunden it, al fo as a 
wife man fayth that the juge chat^orre<^eth not the 
iinner commaundeth andbiddeth himdofinne: and 
th^ j u jres and foveraiiies mighten in hir lond fo mncbe 
fiitiTc of the fhrewes and mifdoers, that theyfhuld 
cri by Iwiche fuiFrauncc by proce* of time wcxen of 
f vviche power and might that ihey fliuld putte out tho 
ju^rcs ajui fhefoveraines from hir places, andaitelaft^ 
Xfuken hem left? hir lordftivY^w. 
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Bet now let us pnttc that ye hr. vc Icve to venp^e you : 
I fay ye be not of might and power a«* now to v ng^e 
Tou ; for if ye wol niaken comparifon unro the niij^ht 
of youre adverfarics, ye fhiihi finde in many thli'jjeg 
that I have flicwed you er this th?.t hir condition is 
better than youres, and tlierfore f;;y I that it is good 
as now that ye fuffrc and he patient. 

Forthcrmore, ye knowcn wel that after the com- 
mune faw it is a wcioihicH'o a man to ftrivu with a 
ftronj^r or a more n^.i'fnty man than he is himfclf; 
and fur to ftrive with a man of even (Irengthc, that is 
to fay, with as ftrong a man as he io, it is peril ; and 
for to i>rive with a weker man it is folic; and thtrfore 
fhulde a man flee driving a^ muchel as he i^i^hte; 
for Salomon fayth, It i>^ a jjret worfhip to a mar to 
kepe him fro noilc ?.nd tlrif. And if it fo happc th.-xt 
a man of grecer micihtc and ftrcngthc than thou art 
do thee grcvaunce, 11 lulie and bcfic t hee rr.ther ti5 fi I ; 'c 
tlie fame ^rcvaunce thun for to vcnn;^ thee; for So- 
Dfik fayth, that he putrcth him in a grctc peril rhrit 
firivcth with a preter man than he is himl'til ; and 
Caton favth, * 11" a man of hi^hf-r eftat or tlf'Tc-c. or 
more ini;',hty ih.iii thou, do thr tr anoye or j?[rev"!icc 
fuflVu him, for he that ones h:irli jjrevcd th.'j :^i.iy 
another time rcleve thee and h;r!pc tlir^c Ycr 1 trr^ I 

♦ /'■ r T r.i rfllj::r o?.:;] Thi- ;r.;.:;..: .\^.Arc'..'\\.iw J.:?, 
L iv. C.:i. .t.-. ; 

I ».!>■ ■ i...:n I .•li>, fiir:i!.. •• ct.li- ;»•■■< .r.i >.''. U'.intit^ 
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you to have pacicoce, confidcrin;]^ that the tribubtions 
of thiii world but litel while cn.lure, and foiic palled 
ben and gon, and the joyc that a nian fclctth to hin 
by patience |n tribuldtiona U perdurable; after that 
the nputlle fayth in his cpiflic, The joyt of God, he 
fayth, is jterdurdbie, that is to fayn, everiaflinjr. Aifu 
troweth and bclcveth (ledfaiHy that he n'is not wcl 
ynoriihcd ne wel ytaught diat cionut have patience, 
or wol not recciire patience; for Siiumon fayth, that 
the dotilrine and wit of a man i^ linowei i by patience ; 
and ill another place he fayeth, th;it he that is pacicnc 
}2:nverncth him by grct prudence: and ths fame Sa- 
lomon fay th. The a-.i-^ie and wrathfji man maketh 
noifcA, and the patient man attcmprcth and iliilcth 
beni : heiatthalfo^ ftismorewurtiitubepatiei.tthan 
to be right ilrouj^ ; anJ he that niiy h.tvc the lord- 
ihipe of his owen herte is more to pmie than he that 
by his force or ftrcngthc ttkeili j^ret citecs : and ther- 
fore fayth Scint Jamen in hiii cpiille that patienLc is a 
gret vcrtue of perfeclicn. 

Certes quod M^'Ubce, I grauntc you, Dame Pru- 
dcn;:i', that piticnce is a jjrtt vci rue of perfection, hut 
every man may not have rnr perfcd ion that ye k ken, 
Q£ I am not df the nombre of the right parlit men, 
f(ir niin he] te may n< vcr be in prc-s unto the time it 
hii Vi:n|^i"d. iVnd -jI b .• it fo that it was j»rct peril to 
ar.in eJH'niit*s to do me a vi'.rinit iii tiil:in;c vc:U'.'"'.''i-cc 
Mipan me, yet tu!:en th. y nou hcJj of ilie peril, but 



I-? 



THE TALE Or IfELIBEUS. 



fu!/i!lcd.*n hir wicked will and hir coragc ; andihtr- 
L 1 c me thixikcth mcncuy^hten no treprever.:e though 
I put me in a litcl peril for to venge mc, and thuugi> 
1 ao a grLt cxccil'e, that is to l-ayn, thi^t I veogeonbui* 
r ji;c by another. 

A ! quod Dame Prudence, ye fayn your wiii ardu 
vou iikcth ; but in no cas of the world a man ibul« 
li . •: den outrage nc exceifc for to vengcn him; for Csf* 
li.xu iv* lUyth, that as evil doth he that Tfcngcthhim 
1 ^ outrag;e as he thatdcth the outrage ; and thcrfrtt 
V : I'.iiin vcii^c you afier the ordre of rijrht, tliai -lo 
1 .-. ::, hv the lawe, and not by cxctii-. re bv o"t ":'• 
?. : .vl alio :f yc \v«l venge you of the out rjuf of \ « 
u/. xcrf.irics in other mancre than rij^iit c n.nwiiu- 
c^i' vf IMT.C!! ; aiwi thcrforc fiiyth Sent k, that '\ u-*^ 
\'\:.\ never vcr.^^o ilircwcdiicfll- by fhrewcdni'lVt. Aiid 
'.; vc lav tliat right axtth a man to doftndc vioKcce 
I'\ vi "loiuc and iij^htin^ by fightinjr^ certcs yi- lay 
It/.'., \vh:in the defence is don withouteii intcivalltj 
lu \v;rii<.u:oiitaryinf;ordtlay, fortodefendehim.ami 
ii.-t u.x LO vt.n«re : and it bchovcth that a man p'Jtts 
i\\!^iu'. attempciuunce in his defence that men have 
1" c.wSx nc materto reprcve himthat dcfcndeth hiB 
oi vuiirat^c: and cxcclil', for elics were it againc rcfcn. 
lartlc vc knowci) wcl that ve makcn no defence aJ 
r.)\^ for to dclonile you, but for to venge you, anJ 
iv \:\K wcth it ihAt yc ban no will to do yourc dtcf 
^:.\:i.pr».iv, au^iCucdolctw\Q.^Xv^xi^E.xuOsv\.WJ.t ndtiiC'-' 
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U good ; for Salomon fayth, that he that is not patient 
flial have gret harme. 

Certes, quod Mehbee, T graunce yon that whan a 
man is impatient and wrothe of that that tou cheth him 
not, and that apperteineth not unto him, though it 
harme him it is no wonder ; for the la we faith that he 
is coupable that entremeteth or medieth with fwiche 
thing as apperteineth not unto him ; and Salomon 
faith, that he that entremeteth of the noife or flrif of 
another man is like to him that takech a ilraunge 
hound by the eres, for rightashe that taktth aftraunge 
hound by thecres is other whilebitten with the hound, 
right in the fame wife it is rcfon that he have harme 
that by his impatience medieth him of the nbife of an- 
other man wheras it apperteineth not unto him. But 
ye knowc wel that this dede,that is to fayn, mygrcef 
and my difefe, toucheth me right nigh ; and ther- 
fore though I be wroth and impatient it i» no mer- 
vaille : and (faving your grace) I cannot fee that it 
might gretly harme me thoue^h I todk vengeaunce, 
for I am richer ami more mighty than miii enemies 
ben ; and wel knowe ye that by money and by having 
grcte poHcdjons ben alle thin^i^es of thifi world go- 
verned ; and Salomon fayth that alle thinges obeyc 
to money. 

Whan Prudence Iiad herd hire hufbond avaunre 
him of his riche/Tc an<l of his niouty, difprcliinji^ tiic 
power 01 iiis adverfarics, (he fpikc and fayd in ti.ii 
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I ; . ■ and migbty, ud that richcflu bn gi 

|- hHWcIfCtt«tl>C«,«Bd tfaM*cllMMf 

foDtca foal, iKi Dinre nuy it Utcd wilhMH 
goodn, ind b; ikhcflc* may a aiaa pM 
; V freodei;uidtbcE£iii<Ci)iliPaniphi]B%UB: 

]i .' dMgkter(4iE&T*b)lK»i:tw.lhcMiay«M 

I bod DM which ft* wdI take to hiie bJl 

I' • thou&nd men on wol oot foriakoi bin 

I biM. ADd thi> Pamphiiui raiib alfo, t£i)i 

*• happy, that it to Uyii, if ih.u lie right 

Ihalt Gnde a pa oumtue otTflaWd and f: 
if ihy foitune cliEunee, that (bou weie ] 
wcl frcndlhipc and ftU»(hi]>e, for thus 
ailone withouten an; cunipai^aie but if it 
paignie ofpaure fulk. And yet fjyth tti 
luiDiorrovcr, that tbe^ tlia; ben bi'i<d ai 
linage IliiilD be niadr wurthy and ixibte I 
And tight fo acby richclTct thcr conicn n 
riBbt fo by pcvetie tuitie thtr many 
evilei, tor f ttt povtrte cnnftrtincth a mi 
ny tvilen : and tlitrfure depcth CalGud 
the nioder of tuine, that h to fayn, tl 
-tfj«(/-.-r^H.(si'ftKr]'lhcc<;l!l,harcnr«i 
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vliag or falling doon ; and therfore fayth 
fboCet On of the greteft ad?eriltee» of this 
whan a free nun by klnde, or of birthe, is 
ledliy poverte to cten the almefle of his ene« 
Ithe lame (ayth Innocent in on of hisbookcs : 
that lorwefHl and mifhappy iitthe condition 
« Wigfor, for if hfe axe not his mete hedieth 
er, and if he axe he dieth for fiiame ; and al- 
«ffitee conftreioeth him to axe ; and therfore 
omoD^that better it is to die than for to have 
9¥erte ; and, as theiame Salomon fayth, Bet- 
die of bitter dech than for to liven in fwiche 
r tbife refttns.that I have faid unto you, and 
f other refoDK chat I coudefaye, (graunteyoa 
tefies ben good to hem that wel gtten hem, 
em that wel ufca tho richelTes; and therfore 
ewe yoa how ye (huln behave you in gade- 
oure rich JTesi, and in what manere ye ibula 
s. 

ye ihvln geten hem withouten gret defir, by 
er, £okingly, aud not over haflifly, for a man 
} deiiriog to gtte rlcheffes abandoncth him 
chefte and to a lie other evile«; and therfore 
lomon. He that haflcth him to bcfily to wcze 
flial be noa innocent : he (ayth alfo, that the 
that haftiiy comtth to a man fone and lightly 
id paflcth from a man, but that richefle that 
litel and litel wcxcth alway av\A rcv»o\<v^t.'C^. 
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And, Sire, ye fhulen gete richeftvl 

and by yoore traraille, unto yoMre ] 

withoutenwrongorhannedoiii^todb 

Ibrtbefaiwe fayth/rher maketh no ■ 

if he do harme to another w^lit ; tl 

Nature defendeth and ferbedcth by r 

make hiiufelf riche onto the harme 

fone. And Tullias fayth, that no fcr 

of dfth, ne nothing that may lalle m 

muchel ageins natare as a man to e 

proflce to harme of another man. j 

grcte men and the mighty ir\cn gete: 

Ughtlythan thou, yet (halt thoa not fc 

to do thy profitc, for thou ftialt in al 

wefit' ; for Salomon fayth, that idelnei 

to do many evilcs : and the feme Sale 

1 e that travaillcth and befieth him t 

flial ete bred, but he that is idel, anc 

iio befineffe ne occupation, flial falle ti 

die for hunger. And he that is idel an 

find coveaable time for to do his pr< 

a vcrfifiour fayth, that the idcl man > 

winter becaufc of the grcte cold, an* 

cnchefon of the hete. For ihife caufi 

Waketh *, and enclinethyounot over 

# rFctketl\l;Tc.2 lean find nothing ncarcri 
the maxim, V. m. dill. 7. ; !iCgnitian\fugito. 
tions from the tame akWV\\o\\v\\\\c^vs\Vv>^-i.ng 
Ice 1. iv-. dift. i'?,anA\."m.^V*., v<- 
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Mcbel reiU noriflieth and canfeth manj 
id tbeifore fayth Seiot Jerome, Doeth ibm 
dea^ tkat the devil «hich ii oure aiemie ne 
m not MBoccvpicd, for the devil ne taketh not 
HMD hit werktng fwiche as lie fiodeth occu- 
lopdewerkes. 

thot in getiag ridiclleft y« mnStcm flee idei- 
•dafterward ye (hula ufca'the ricbefltt which 
icben ^y youre wit and by youre travaillc in 
Kanere that men hulde you not to ficarce ne to 
,Beiool-]ar^, thac it tofay ,o vo: large a fpcn- 
' f^ht as men bUmen ao avaricions man be- 
hUfcarcitee and chincherie, in the fame wife 
blame that ipeodeth over largely; and (her- 
hCatoB, Ufe (faychhe)thencheire»thatthou 
ten in fwiche manere thit men have no ma- 
aule to caUe thee nother wretch e ne chiache, 
a^gret (harne to a man to have a poure herte 
iche purfe : he Uyxk alfo. The goodes that 
llygeten ufehem by mefure, that istofayn, 
ncfur«kbly, for they that folily wailen and di- 
the gooic» that they han whan they han no 
opre i>f hir owen tltuct key fliapen hem to take 
lea of another man. I fiiy than that ye iliulo 
rice, ufiog youre richelTc^ in fwiche manere 
n fayn not that your richejTdHhenybcned, but 
haveiiem in youre might and in youre wel* 
r a wife man repre vcth the avarUio Ji&ysmsl^' 
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fajth thus in two Tcrt, Wherto and ^(Atf'hakA i 
man his goodet I17 lui gret aTsricc, indkiMWirttliwd 
that oedes mvft he die, for deth k tht cad of evcf^ 
man as ki thb prefuit HI? aad lor wk»i catfe at 
encheibn joinetfa he hin Mr knitteth he Ite Jb bi 
unto his goodes that alle his wittct momi aot did" 
veren him or departea him fitmi hii fJw^ Mid 
knoweth wel, or ooghte to ktwwe^ ihai wkuk bell 
ded he flial nothing bete with him out of iMi mriAf 
and therfore £iyth Seiat Avgnftine, that the atirf- 
dons man it IflLencd vnto hcllt, Aat themofckftnl- 
vreth the more defir it hilh to Iwahrc vsd defooc. 
And as wel as ye wolde efchac to be called iu af»i- 
cions man or chinche, as wel Ihmlde j^ htpe yoa an! 
goTcme yon in fwiehe a wife that mes caUe ym net 
fool-large ; thcrfore faith Tallios, The goedcso£diiB 
hons ne iholde not ben hid ne kept fo cliofe but dul 
they might ben opened by pitee and dCbOnairetcey 
that is cofayn , to ye vc hem part that han grct node ; ne 
thy goodes fiiolden not ben fo open to be rvc?y manoes 
goodes. Afterward, in geting of youre nchefTes and 
in ufing of hem ye fhuki alway have three thinges in 
yo ure herte, that is to fay, oure Lord God, conicience, 
and good name. Firfl, ye fliuln haTc God in youre 
herte, and for no richejfle ye ffauin do no thing which 
may in any manere difplefe God that is your creatour 
and maker ; for, after the word of Salomon, It is bet- 
ter to have a litel good with love of God than to haTt 
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I good mad'lefe the love of hia Lord God : and 
i|ilietefiiy.th, thut better it is to bea a good oian 
tMti|:liiel good and trefor cliao to be holden a 
tr^Qtfl have grete richdSes. And yet 1 fay for*- 
IBBitiiaCye ftuiden alway do yonre beiineire to 
nrichefic*, fo that ye gctc hem with good con- 
r". Aalldw apoftle layth, that there n*i8 thing 
Ororid of which we fliulden have fo gret joye 
lkO«recoii£deBce beteth us good witnciTe ; and 
Ic-ittaB iayth,The fobflaunce of a maa is ful 
riiM finne is not in manncs coufcieiice. After- 
Ji gfltiog of youre richefies and in ufing of hem 
ft have gret befinefie and gret diligence that 
good name be aiway kept and conferved; for 
m iayth, that beter it is and more it availeth 
to have a good name than for to have grete ri- 
; and therfure he fayth in another place, Do 
iigence(fatth3alumon)inkepingofthyfrendes 
hy good name, for it ihal lenger abide with thee 
ly trefor, be it never fo precious; and certcs 
de not be called a Gentilman that after God 
3d confcieoce alle chingts left ne doth hisdill- 
ndbefineife to kepen his good name ; and Caf- 
fayth, that it h a figne of a gentii herte whan 
ioveth and defireth to have a good name ; and 
e fa^h Scint Auguiline, that ther ben two 
that arn right neccfTirie and nedcful, and thct 
confcience and good los \ tYvatvf^Vct ^v^w^^^^ 
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confcience to thin oweo perfone inward, and gfoodf fal 
fcr thy netghebovr outward. And he that troAetli him 
fo machel in his g«od ooafdcBce that hcdcfjpifedittA 
fetteth at nought his good name or loa, awl reckcth 
not though he kepe not his good aaaie,ar^Wt»cncl 
cherl. V 

Sire, now hafe I fliewcdyoa how yelnAdaa df to 
geting richcfles, and hbw ye fliullv d^ hcM | a^ I 
fee wel that for the troft that ye kmt m yowvflchcfti 
yewilnmere werreandbataille; Ic«nfeiUeyotAi|l 
ye beginne no bataille ne werre in traft of yosre »• 
chcfles, 4br they ne fufficen not werrcate aaaiP tciB Cg 
and therfore fayth aphilofophre.Tliat man tliat de* 
firetb and wol algates han werre (bal never hate hf^ 
fifaunce, for the richer that he is the gretcr ^fjpenoet 
muft he make, if he wol have worihtp and vidorie} 
and Salomon faith, that the greter richeflesthat amao 
hath the mo difpendours he hath. And, dere Sire! at 
be it fo that for your richeffes ye monn have mochel 
folk, yet hehoveth it not ne it is not good to beginoe 
werre, wheras ye moun in other manere have pees 
unto voure woHhip and profile; forthe vi&orie of ba- 
tatllcs that ben in this world lith not in gret nombre 
or multitude of peple, ne in the vertue of man, but it 
lith in the will and in the bond of oure Lord God Al- 
mighty; and therfore Judas Machaheus, which was 
Goddes knight, Vvhan he fhulde fighte again hn ad- 
veriarie that hadde a greter nombre and a greter mal« 
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titude of folk, and (Irenger than was the pe pie of thit 
Machabee, yet he recomforted hiR litel compaignic, 
and fayde right in thit wife ; Al fo lightly (fayde he) 
Biay oor Lord Ood Ahnighty yeve yiAorie to a fewe 
folk as to many folk, for the Tidoric of a bataille Co- 
meth not by the gret nombre of peple, but it cometb 
from onre Lord God of heven. And, dere Sire ! for as 
muchel as ther is no man certaine if it be worthy 
that God yeve him viAoris or not, after that Salomon 
layth,Therfore every man fliulde gretly drede werres 
to beginne ; and becaufc that in batailles fallen many 
perils, and it happeth other while that as fone is the 
gret man (lain as the litel man ; and, as it is ywritten 
In the fecond book of Kinges, T'he dedes.of batailles 
ben aventurous, and nothing certain, for as lightly is 
on hurt with a fperc as another ; and for ther is gret 
peril in werre, therfore ibnlde a man flee and efchuc 
werre in as muchel as a man may goodly; for Salo- 
mon fayth, He that loveth peril ihal falle in peril. 

After that Dame Prudence had fpoken in this ma- 
nere Mc libee anfwerd and faide : 1 fee wel, Dame Pru- 
dence, that by youre faire wordes and by youre rcfons 
that ye ban ihewed me that the werre liketh you no- 
thing ; but I have not yet herd your confcil how I ihal 
do in this nede. 

Certes, quod flie, T confeille yon that ye accordc 
with youre adterfarics. and that ye have pets with 
hem ; for Scint James fayth in hi? Epifllc that by con- 
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1 tel Am ye ftohi rattier pnrfae to Tovre ad verfu-ie» 
§or pees than tliey fliiiln to yoo, for I know wel that 
ye bea lb hard-heftedthat ye-wol do nothiog for me ; 
and ffnlirmifn bjth^ He tlutt hath over hard an hcrtc 
atte hflehe [hal mUhappe and miflide. 

WhaaMclibeehad hcrdDamcPnidencemake fem- 
Unat of wrath hcfayde in this wife : Dame, I pray you 
lllet yebenot difplefed of thingeathat I fiiy , for 1 knowe 
%id that I am angry and wroth, and that is no wonder, 
and they that bea wroth woten not wel what they 
4oa ne what they fiiyn ; therfore the prophete fayth, 
that troahled eyen ban no dere fighte. fint fay th and 
aoafeilleth aie as yoo liketh, for I am redy to do right 
■feye wol defile; and if ye repre?c me of my folic I am 
the more faolden to lote yon and to preife you ; for 
Bakmion fiuth, that he that repreveth him that doth 
folie he Ihal find greter grace than he that deceivcth 
him by iWetc wordes. 

Than fayde Dame Prudence, I make no femblaunt 
af wrath ne of anger but for yoore grete profite; for Sa- 
lomon faith. He is more wroth that repreveth or chi- 
deth a fool for his foKe, fliewing him femblaunt of 
wrath, than he that fnpporteth him and preifeth him 
in his mifdoing, and iaughcth at his folie ; and this 
lame Safomon faith afterward, that by the fonveful 
Ullage of a man, that is to fayn, by the fory and hevy 
coomenance of a roan, the fool corredeth and amen* 
4kth himfeif . 
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Than Dud Mclibee, Iihal|ioc«oiBaeiiif«cffewN 
fo many £iire refoos aa ye patten to mc and ftevcai 
layth flioitly yoore will and yam o$ataH^ and I wm 
, alredytopcrfonneandfulfiUeit. 

'Kluui Dame PnUlence dilcovcved all l|in vffl antt 
him, and faidc, 1 amkiXU yoa, f aod kt alfoveatk 
thingea tliat ye make peel betwcoe Ood and you, ao4 
be reconciicd uoto him and to hia grace* lor aa I have 
iayde yoa herebeforen* God hath fufieifd you to haw 
thi> tribQlacion and difcTe for youre fiuoea: and if ya 
do M i lay yott God wol fcndetyoare adveriaciet iior 
to yon, and make hem £ille at yonre £eet, r^dy toda 
yoare will and yoore commaofldeipeote ; for Salomoa 
fay ch. Whan the condition of man is piefaunt and li^ 
king unto God he chaangcth the hettea of themamiei 
adveriaries, and conftreineth hepi to bcfpchcn lum of 
pees and of grace. And I pray you let mc i)>eke with 
your adverfaries in prevee place, for they.fliuln not 
knowe that it be of youre wili pr youre a0ent«and than 
whan I knowe hir will and hir entente 1 may coniieille 
you the more feurely. 

Dame, quod Melil)eu6, doth youfe will and youre 
liking, for I putte me wholly to youre difpoiition and 
ordinaunce. 

Than Dame Prudence, whao (he fey the {jrood will 
of hire hufbond, delibered unto hire, and toke avis in 
hifft feir, thinking how (he might bring this nede un- 
to goode ende j and whan ihe fey hire time ihc fent 
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for thlfe adTcrfaries to come unto hire in to a privee 
place, and (hewed wifely unto hem the grcte goodcrf 
that comen of pees, and the grete harmes and perils 
that ben in werre ; and faide to hem in a goodly ma- 
nerc hojir that hem oughte have gret repcntaunce of 
the injuries and wronges that they hadden don to Me- 
libeus hire lord, and unto hire and to hire doughter. 
And whan they herden the goodly wordes of Dame 
Prudence they wercn fo furprifed and ravilhed, and 
hadden fo gret joyc of hire, that wonder was to telle. 
A , Lady! quod they, ye have ihewed unto us the blcf- 
fing of fweteneffe, after the faying of David the pro- 
phetc ; for the reconciling which we be not worthy to 
have in no manere, but we oughten requeren it with 
grctc contrition and humilitee, ye of yonre grete good- 
neffe have prcfented unto us. Now fee we wel that 
the fcience and conning of Salomon is ful trewe ; for 
he faith, that fwctc wordes multiplien and encrefen 
fi endes, and maken (hre wes to be debonaireand mc kc. 
Certes, quod they, we puttenoure dede and all oure 
matere and canfe al holly in youre good will, and ben 
redy to obeye unto the fpechc and commaundemcnt 
of my LordMelibeu^; andtherfore,dereandb<:nigne 
I.ady ! weprayeyou and befeche you, as mekely a^ wc 
connc and moun, that it like unto youre grete good- 
iieffe to fulfille in dede youre goodly wordes; for wc 
Cronrklerenandhnnwilcchenthatwehan offended and 
^jrcved my Lord Melibeus out of mcfure, fo for fouh 
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that we beo not of power to maken him ameiidei, and 
therfbre we obli^ and binde us and oove Inndes tor 
to do all hit will and hU commaondementa : but pcr- 
aventure he bath fwiche hevinefle and fwiche wrath 
tons ward, becaufe of our offence, that he wol enjoys* 
en ut fwiche a peine as we moun not here nefofteiiiet 
and therfore, noble Ladie ! we beCeche to youre wo-, 
manly pitteeto uke fwiche avifement in this nede that 
we ne oure frendcs ben not diiherited and deftroied 
tburgh oure folie. 

Certet,quod Prudence, it it an hard thing andright 
periloas that a man puttc him all outrdy in the arbfr-. 
tration and jugement and in the might and power of 
hisenemie; for Salomon fayth> Levethmeandyereth 
credence to that that I (hall fay ; To thy fone, to thy 
wif, to thy frend, ne to thy bi other, ne yete thou ne- 
ver might ne maiftrie over thy body while thou livcfi. 
Now, fith he defendeth that a man ihulde not yere to 
his brother ne to his frend the might of his body, by 
a {Irenger rcfon he defendeth and forbedeth a man to 
yeve himfelf to his enemy. And natheles I confeille 
you that ye inidrufte not my lord, for I wot wel and 
know veraily that he is debonairc and meke, large, 
ciirteis, and nothing dcfircus ne coveitous of good ne 
richeffe, for ther is nothing in this world that he de- 
ilreth fave only worfhipe and honour. Forthermore, 
I know wel and am right fure that he fhal nothing do 
in this nede withouten my confeil, and I ihal fb wer« 
2 
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ken in this cas that by the grace of ourc Lord God ye 
fhula be reconciled unto us. 

Than faiden they with o ▼ois, WoHhipfol Lady! we 
putten 08 and oure g^oodes ai fully in youre will and 
difpofition, and ben redy to come what day thatitlike 
tinto youre noblefle to Hmice us or ailig^e us for to 
make oure obligation and bond as ftrong as it Jiketh 
tinto youre goodnefle, that we moun fulfille the will 
of you and of my Lord Melibee. 

Whan Dame Prudence had herd the anfwerof thife 
men (he bad hem go agein prively, and (he retourn- 
ed to hire Lord Melibee, and told him how (he fond 
his adverfariesful repentaunt,knowIeching ful lowly 
hir finnes and trefpas, and how they weren redy to 
fuffVcn all peine, reqncring and preying him of mer- 
cy and pitee. 

Than faidc Melibee, He iswel worthy to have par- 
don and foryevenefife of his finne that ezcufcth not his 
finue, but knowlecheth and repenteth him, axing in- 
dulgence; for Senek faith, Ther is the rcmiflion and 
forycveneife wher as the coiifeffion is, for confeflion 
is neighebour to innocence : and therefore I aiTcnte 
and conferme me to have pees ; but it is good that \vc 
^o nought withouten the aflent and will of onre t'ren- 
<les. 

Than was Prudence right glad and joyeful, and 

/&/<de, Certes, Sire, ye ban wcl and goodly atTfwcred ; 

foac^ right as by the confeil, aifcnt, and hclpc, of your 
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fr endet ye han be ftired to veoge yoa and oialcewani 
right to withouten hir confeil ihul je not accord jo^ 
He have pees with youre adverfiiriei; lor the hmt 
foith, Ther is nothhig fo good hj way of kinde aaa 
thiDgtobeonboondebyhimthatitwasyboiipde. , 

And thao Dame Pindence, withontcn delay or tary> 
ing, lent anoo hire mefiageres for hir kin and for hk 
oldefrendeswhich that were trewe and wUe,and Cold 
hem byordreintheprefenceof Melibeealltheaiar 
tere as it is above eiprefled and declared, and pieied 
hem that they wold yeve hir avis and confeil what 
were beil to do in this nede. And whan MeUbew 
frendes hadden taken hir avis and deliberation of the 
forelaid macerCy and hadden examined it by gret be- 
iinefle and gret diligence, they yaven fill confeil forto 
have pees and icfte, and that Melibee fhulde receive 
with good herte his adverlaries to foryevencfie and 
mercy. 

And whan Dame Prudence had herd the aflent of 
hire Lord Melibee, and the confeil of his frendes ac- 
cord with hire will and hire entention, ihe was won- 
der glad in hire herte, and fayde, Ther is an old pro- 
vcrbe, quod ihe, fayth, that the goodnefre that thou 
maifl do this day do it, and abide not ne delay it not 
til to morwe ; and therfore 1 confeille that ye fende 
youre nuflUgeres, fwicheas ben difcret and wife, un- 
to youre adverfaries, telling hem on youre behalf that 
if they wol trete of pees and of accord that they (hap e 
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hem withooten delay or tarying to come umo us. 
Which thing parfoarmed was indede. And whan thife 
trefpafours and repenting folk of hir folies, that is to 
fayn, the adverfaries of Melibee, hadden herd what 
thife meflageres fayden unto hem they weren right 
glade and joyeful, and anfwerden ful mekely and be- 
nignely, yelding graces and thankinges to hir Lord 
Melibee and to all his compagnie, and fliopen hem 
withouten delay to go with the meflageres, and obeye 
to the commaundement of hir Lord Melibee. 

And right anop they token hir way to the court of 
Melibee, and token with hem fom of hir trewe frendes 
to make feith for hem andfortobenhirborwes. And 
whan they were comen to the prefence of Melibee he 
faide hem thife wordes! It flant thos, quod Melibee, 
and foth it is that ye caufcles and withouten ikill and 
refon han don grete injuries and wronges to me and 
to my wif Prudence, and to my doughter alfo, for ye 
han entred into myn hous by violence, and have don 
fwiche outrage that alle men knowen wel that ye han 
deferved the deth; and therfore wol I know and wete 
of you whether ye wol pntte the punilhing and cha- 
ftifing, and the vengcaunce, of this outrage in the will 
of me and of my wif or ye wol not. 

Than the wifeft of hem three anfwered for hem 
alle, and faide ; Sire, quod he, we knowen wel that we 
ben unworthy to come to the court of fo gret a lord 
and fo worthy as ye ben, for we han fo gretly mi- 
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(lik«I Uf, and hmn oSended Bnd igUu m ttnAt t'A 
aceinyoDC high iaidftiipi:, thu crewclyivrkudc- 
lervedthedcths but yec for tile graegoodnt&ul 
dcbonuretee that all the «partd witDtfiA rfjtM 

[I ifi fiiliiilillwl llmiiilllwWHrti^ 

l1i[(cafraul«gnei«•«ferdl^p^wpdb«lWrwf 
btye loilkfooraciWMidantM*. bdadwi jM*a 
of Toare mertHble peqe yc wol cM^cknWM ffM 
reptntuce Md Id«« fobmiffiaa, BndpwimHfa> 
ycveDeflesfiMireMitn;io«itnr|iuuid(AK«)fc' 
wcl we koowen thit;a«m liberal gr*ce uid oiaM 
lltttchen hem fartbn into gwidneffi: than doo «ort 
ouiragimu giltci and ucrpas into wicki-dDdTt, il I* 
a ihat curledly and dunpuably wc han sgilie ipn 
y uu re hiichclardflii pe. 

Than Melibcecoke hem aptro ttiegroimdCiilbc- 
nigiitty, and receiKd hir oblif^tinnt and hit bsnJa 
by hirochei upon hit plcggesacid borvo,and tffi|>^ 
htm a certaiD day 10 retoaraeuiito hii court iotwii- 
cf Ive and accqitfcaxnce and JDgenieni (hat Mtlkt 
iv^ilde commande to be don otihnn by the cudis P 
rorcfiid; which thingei urdeiucdevery muittnav 

ALd whan that Dame Pru<lence fiiwhire timcOx 
I'riincd, andaied hire Lord Meliliee whatveufOoa 
he though te to taken of hiaad-verfaricfi^ 
Tov.hichMe\A>etTO('««d«ndfai[ic;Certel,?n«' 
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■n Aitcfo tfctf iiaiiv «Dd for to pntite ban in exile 



CcneBftfnA Dune Pmdeiieei thit wwe tcniel fen- 
twicc,ittiinigchdageiB nefoo/or yeben ricbe ynongh, 
and ban noocdeof odier mcnnei good ; tod ye might 
Ugbdy bi thb wife gcce yoo acovdtouv aatiie, which 
if a vklow thiagt and ongfate to be efdhewed of every 
good uair, &r after th(B iawe of the apoftle coveitife 
ii rote of alia bamiat; and therfarc it were better for 
yoQ to lefeamdiel goodof your oweo tbaa (or io take 
of btr good in tbit Dunere ; for better it i» to hsfe good 
witb woHUp than to wione good with Vilanie and 
ftame t and every man ooghte to do fdi diligence and 
his beflnrffe to gete him a good name ; and yet ihai 
be not odlybefiebim inkepinghii good name, but he 
iiai aUb enlbreett bim alway to dolbm thing by which 
be may renovelle bb good name ; for it is written 
that the olde good big or good name ci a man is fone 
gon and ptfled whan it it not newed. And as touch- 
big that ye layn, that ye wol exile your adrerfaries, 
that tbinketb me machel agein refon and out of me- 
fore, confidered the power that they ban yeven you 
open hemlcif ; and it is written, that he is worthy to 
left bis privilege that mifufeth the might and the pow- 
er that it yercn him. And i frtte cat ye might enjoine 
*bem that peine by right and by Iawe, (which I trowe 
ye mowe not do) I fay ye might not putte it to exe- 
ctttion peravcnture, and than it were like to retourne 

Riij 
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that meii do you obdikiuice ye mnft deme ] 
td%, tlntifrtofiiyii, yenuift jcvcbok 
cfi Mid jofcaoitts for it if written* he that 
cortcifly cowtnmrtff h to him men moftolicyea. Aad 
thetfbre I |ny yon that in this necdfitee ud in thiK 
nede ye cafle yon to overoome yonie hecte t for So- 
nek C»yth, that he that overanncth his herte €f«ciw 
coineth twiet; indTnUint iaith,Tbcr ianolhmf ib 
coouncndaUc in a gret lotd aa whan he it dehoBain 
aod mefce, aodappeCeth him Ugiitly. And I pray yo» 
that ye wol now forbere to do ^engeannoe in Cwicha 
a manere that your good name may be hept and con- 
ferred, and that men mown have caofe andmatcRta 
preife yon of phee and of mercy, and that yehaveno 
caufe to repente yon of thing that ye don ; for Seodke 
faicth. He overcoroeth in an evil maneretluit repea- 
teth of his vidoric. Wherfore I pray you let mercy be 
ill youre herte, to theeffed: and entente that God Al- 
mighty have mercy upon you in his laft jagemcnt; 
for Seiot James faith in his epiflle, Jugement with- 
outc mercy ihal be do to him that hath no mercy of 
another wight. 

Whan Meiibee had herd the grete ikilles and re- 
fons of Dame Prudence, and hire wife informations 
and techinges, his herte gan cr.cline to the will of his 
wif, confidering hire trcwe entente, enforced him a- 
non. and alFentcd fully to werken after hire confeil. 



TBI TALt or MIUBEU8. I99 

and thanked God, of vrhom procedeth all goodncfTc 
and all Tertne, that him fent a wif of fo gret difcre- 
tion. And whan the day came that his advcrfarics 
fhulde appere in his prefence he fpakc to hem fui 
l^oodly, and faide in this wife : Al be it fo that of youre 
pride and high prefumption and folie, and of youre 
negligence and unconning,ye have mifborne you and 
trefpafed onto me, yet for as muchel s» I fee and be- 
hold youre grete humilitee, and that ye ben fory and 
repentant of youre giltes, it conflxeineth mc toilo you 
grace and mercy; wherfore I receive you into my 
grace, and foryeve you outrely alle the offences, in- 
juries, and wronges, that ye have don agein me and 
mine, to this cfft6t and to this ende, that God of his 
endeles mcrcie wol at the time of oure dying for^'eve 
U8 oure giltes that we ban tiefpafed to him in this 
wretched world ; for douteles if we be fory and re- 
pentant of thefinnes and gihes which we ban trcfpa^ 
fed in the fight of oure Lord God, he is fo free and 
fo merciable that he wol foryeven us oure gilte<i, and 
bringen us to the bliife that never hath ende. Amen. 
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ThisbmylifbotifthatIw<^figiitt' : 
And out at jlor? anon I mote me dighfi,. 13930 

Or ellet I am loft, but if that I 
Be iilie a wiide leosuibol-liardy. 

l woce wtfl fhe wol do me flee Com day 
Som Bf^heboor, and tlianne go my wiiy. 
For I am perilous with knif in hosde ^37^S 

Al be it that I dare not bire witbftonde. 
For (be is bigge in arme* by my faitb. 
That ibal he finde that hire mtfduth or fiuth. 
But let at palTe away fro thi« matere* 

My Lord the Monk, quod be, be mery ttf chere. 
For ye flivl tcUe a Tale trewely • 1 393 < 

ho I'Roiicbeller ftondeth here &fte by; 
Ride fcftkt min owes Lord, breke not oor game. 
Bat by my tr^ooche I can not telle yoore name ; 
Whether ftal I call yon my JLord Dan Jobn, x 3935 
Or Oaq Thomas, or elles Dan Albon ? 
Of w^at hoot be ye by your f^der kin i 
I raw to God thou haft a f ul ftire ikin. 
It it a gentil paftore ther thon goft s 
Thoo art not like fi penaont or a goilt- 13940 

Upon my faith thoo art fom officer, 
'80m wiortiiy feztdn, or fom celerer. 
For by m^y fadres (bole, as to my dome, 
Thon art a maift^ whan rhoa art at hone ; 
Ho poore cloiftcrer, ne non novice, 13945 

But a ^vemour bothe ware and wife, 



And therwithal of brtones and of bonet 
A right wel faring perfone fot the booou 
I pray to God ye?e him confofiim 
That firil thee bronght into religion. I3 

Thoa wolddl han ben a trede-fopl a right 
Haddeft thon as grete lere at thoo hail mi^it 
Topirfoorme all thy loft: in engendrore 
Thou haddeil bcgeten many a creatnre. 
Alas ^ why wereft thou fo wide a cope? 13 

God yeve me forwe hot and I were popo 
Not only thon hot etery mighty man, 
ThoDgh ho were ihore fol high upon hb pui, 
Shald have a wif, for al this world is lorn. 
Religion hath take up all the corn f 3 

Of trediog, and we borel men ben (hrtmpes i 
Of feble trees ther comen wretched impet. 
This maketh that our heires ben fo fdendre 
And feble that they moun not wcl engendre ; 
This maketh that our wives wol aflaye l^ 

Religious folk, for they mouo better paye 
Of Venus pay ements than mowen we; 
God wote no Losiheburghes payen ye. 

^. 1 3948. jf riibt tvelfaringl I have no better autbori 
the infcrtlon of right than cd. Urr. 

•^. 1 3968. Lusjkehurghes] Bafecoins, probably firft fmpc 
as Skinner thinks, from Luxembourg. They are mention 
the Itat. 25 E. III. c. x.\ ** La monoieappelleZtfc^nteHrx,' 
in P. P. fol. 8z,b. i 
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But be not wroth, my Lord, though that I play; 
Ful oft in game a fothe have 1 herd fsy . 1 39 70 

This worthy Monke toke all in patience, 
And faide, I wol.don all my diligence, 
A« fer as founeth into honeftee, 
To tellen you a Tale, or two or three ; 
And if you lift to her ken hiderward ^3 9 75 

I wol you fayn the lif of Seint Edward, 
Or dies tragedies firft I wol telle. 
Of which [ have an hundred in my celle. 

Tragedie is to fayn a certain ftorie. 
As olde bookes maken us memorie, 139S0 

Of him that flood in gret profperitec. 
And is yfallen out of high degree 
In to miferie, and endeth wretchedly; 
And they ben veriificd communiy 
Of (ix feet, which men depcn Exametron : 139S5 
In profe eke ben endited many on. 
And eke in metre in many a fondry wife. 
L>o this declaring ought ynough fuffice. 

Now herkeneth if you liketh for to here. 
But firil 1 you befcche in this matere, 1399^ 

Though I by ordre telle not thife thinges. 
Be it uf popes, emperoures, or kinges, 
After hir ages, as men written finde, 
But telle hem fom before and fora bchinde. 
As it now cometh to my remembrance, 13995 

Have me czcuTed of oiin igaoc^LXxct* 
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I WulbewaDeinmancrcnrirageilte 

'J he harm uf hem itat ftode in high degree, 



'rher nuy □< 



in of hire [ 
in trufl on hiindc 



ledie 

e m to See 
courewithboldc: 

trewc atidolde. 



ficLh wire b; thife enfampic 
L«J/rr. 
At I.ucLfdr, though he an sngel were 

For [hniifh Fortune msy non angel dcre, 
1 roni high degree yel fell he for hh Enne 
iJoim into hello, wherai he yet is innc, 
U Lucifer! bHghteanfBDgeJialle, 
Now art thou SaihsnaB, tbat maid not twl 



14«, 



itofmiferi 



t falle. 



jfJam 



I.0I AiiatnmthEfclduFDaniafci:! 
M'iih Goddciowen finger wrought i 
Aiiiluut begeten of mannas fpcrrae i 



ama/cmi'] So Ly.lgiM, fasa 1 
telatlnjt their Bory.Khlc 
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And nelle all Pwndin racing o tree. 
Had never worliily man fn high degree 
Ai Adam, tilhernrmifgnveniance 
Was driven dui of hisprofperiiee 
Tulibuur.uidlahellc, and tontefcbllice. 141:10 

Lo! Sunpfan, whliih that wu innundaC 
Jiy the augf 1 long or hij niLivitec 
And wai to Ood Almigh 
iHnd itode ia aoblelTc vh 

\ix% Dcier fwiche aoothi I40IJ 

Tofpekcnfflreugthand :; 

Piitcohitwiveiioldehe 
Thurghwhith he flow hin -icncdncffc. 

Sdmproiijlhb noble and migi., mpian» 

Wiihouten wepen lase [lia handes twey 14030 

He flow and all ro-rente (he koii, 
Toward hit wedding walking bylhe v/cj. 
'■ Hii falTc wif CDude him To plefe and priy 
Tilfte hiseonfeil knewe, and Ihe uorrewc 
Xlnto hiifooa hit coDfeil gin bi^wray, 1 4^3J 

And him Sotloke, and loke anocher newe. 
1 Three hundred Toiet toke SinipCon (cr ire, 

F And ill hir >ay!u he Inged^r bond, 
And let the taxti tay Ic> aU on 6 tc, 



at^titoinaiKC 
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For he in every tayl had kait a hrondt X404i 

And they brent all the cornea in that loiid» 
And all hir oUveret and vinea eke* 
A thoufimd men he flow eke with htahond. 
And had no wepen but an aflet cheke. 

Whan they were flain fo thuriled him that he 
Wat wel nie lome, for which he gan to preye 1404^ 
That ^od wold on his peine ban fom pitee» 
And fend him drinke, or ellea moAe he deye { 
And of this a£fes cheke that waa So dreye 
Out of a wang toth fprang anon ■ wellc, t4«jO 
Of which he drank ynough» Ihortly to feye* 
1'hus halp him God, as Judkum can telle* 

By Teray force at Gafa on a night, 
Maugre the Pbiliflins of that dtee, 
'i'he gates of the toun he hath up plight, S4055 
And on his bak ycarted hem hath he 
High on an hill, wher as men might hem fe. 
O noble mighty Sampfon, lefe and dere! 
Haddefl thou not told to women thy fecree 
In all this world ne had ther ben thy pcre. 14060 

1 his Sampfon never fider drank ne wine, 
Ne on his hed came rafour non ne (here. 
By precept of the mcffagcr divine, 
For all his ftrengthes in his heres were: 
And fully twenty winter yerc by yere I4065 

He hadde of lfrac\l\\c ^o^jctuancc ; 
Dut fone (ha\ he \\eveT\ ti\^tv>j ^\w^> 
tot women lhu\nVivraViim^ttiX^Tsx^^ec^^^^ 
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Unto his lemman Dalida he told 
That in his heres all his ftrengthe lay, I40 70 

And falfely to his fomen ihe him fold ; 
And fleping in hire barme upon a day 
She made to clip or (here his here away, 
And made his fomen al his craft efpicn ; 
And whan that they him fond in this array 14075 
They bond him fad, and putten out his even. 

But or his here was clipped or yfhave 
Ther was no bond with which men might him bind. 
But now is he in prifon in a cave, 
Wheras they made him at the queme grinde. 14080 
O noble Sampfon, ftroogeft of mankind, 
O whilom juge in glory and richcife ! 
Now mayeft thou wepen with thin eyen blind 
Sith thou fro wele art falle in wretchednefife. 

The ende of this caitif was as I fhal feye : 14085 
His fomen made a fefte upon a day, 
And made him as hir fool before hem pleye, 
And this was in a temple of gret array : 
But at the laft he made a foule affray. 
For he two pillers ihokeand made hem falle, 14090 
And donn fell temple and all, and thcr it by, 
And flow himfclf, and eke his fomen alle. 

This li to fayn, the princes cverich on. 
And eke three thoufand bodies, were ther flain 
With falling of the gret temple of flon. I4"QS 

♦-, 140S0. (be qiurnel The mill j Uerna^ mola^X^^.v.'^. 
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Of Sampfoo now woU DO more ijun s 

Beth ware by thU eniainple oU ftoii pUia 

That no men tell hir conieil to hir wires 

Of fwiche thing w they wold hu £ecrBe lun» 

If that it touch bir limine* or hir lite*. 14109 

Of Herculci the ibveraine con<{ueroiir 
Singeo hit werket hvde, gnd^iigh rcBODii» 
For in his time of ftrcngth hn vn» the liour . 
He (low and raft the ikinne of the koAi 
He of Cenuaret laid thoboft twloan ; X410J 

He Harpies flow, the cruel briddcelellei : 
He gcildeo apples raft fro the dragon % 
He drow out Cerberus, the howid of hello. 

He flow the croel tirane Bufims, 
A in\ made his hors to fret him fleflt and bon ; I4IM' 
He. flow the firy ferpent veoemons ; 

f Achclous two homes brake he on s 
And he flow Cacus in a cave of flon ; 
He flow the geaunt Anteus the ftrong ; 

1 !e flow the grlfely bore, and that anon ; 14115 
AnJ bare the hevene on his nekke long. 

fr. 14 10 1, ffercufes'} In this account of the labours of Her* 
ctile? Chaurpr has evidently copied Boftbhis, 1. iv. met.?. Many 
of the exprcirions he had ufed before in his profe tranflation of 
that autlior. 

ir. 141 m. //v bnjene on bis nrike loi^g] Tlus is the reading 
oftht heft rniT. and 's a?,reeable to Boethius, he. cit. thus tranf- 
Uted hy t:hAUceT; " And tVvt\*.^o^\\\"9«\i*»!«5» was, that hefn- 
' y/-/n.;it/je hevcnuponbii ntc\t unborxev\.-'^ 'X>wt x^w^^\^^< 
•• mr L\ I. explain:^ long to rat^tv dm-— •\\vc^<i:'^x..^t.-*J.^ 
And bare hit btd ''Pon to» Jjtrc Un*. 



Wti mwi w lftfci Bdi dttt the world began 
rhtt ilow ft! Buitty BRNififti It did he $ 
rhorghoBt the wide wotld hit nraie ran, 
VlMtibrhbibcaiph Hid for hie high bountee ; 
ImdeferyfCMniieweBthefiortofce. 14121 

le was lb ftroof that no man might him let ; 
kt hothe the worldet endet, faith Ttophee, 
n flede ofhooodea he e piller fet. 

A lemmaa had this noUe champion 14 1 25 

That h%hte Deianire, as frdh as Maj ; 
kndt as thtle derhes makeo mention, 
the hath liimiSBnt a flierte frdh and gay : 
Uas ! thb flierte, alas and wab wa ! 
!n¥eninied was fotiUy withalle, 14 1 30 

iM or that he Itad wered it half a day 
made his fleih all from hi» bones falle. 
But natheles fom clerkes hire ezcufen 
r on that highte Neflus, that it maked : 
as may be I wol hire not accafen ; I4 135 

t on his bak this (herte he wered al naked, 
that his fleih was for the venim blaked ; 
I wlian he faw non other remedie 
9tt coles he hath himfelven raked, 
vith no veni me deigned him to die. 1 4 1 40 

4tii. /jttbTropbe^ Afall the beil mif. afrrceinthit 

1 1 have retained ft, tlmiigh I canncit tell whst author 

led to. The matgin of C. 1 has this note } ** llle vatcs 

laeorum Tropbcus,** — ^Tlic cdltt. read— /or Tt ofLce.-^ 

llj 
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That (Urf this worthy mighty Henoles, 
Lo ! who may troft on Foitooe aoy throw ? 
For him th^t foiwvth all this world of pres 
Or he be ware U oft yUidful lowe i 
Fui wife is he that ean Kimfelfcn. knowe. I4145 
Beth ware, for whan that Fortiaie lift to ghSa 
Than waiteth (he hire nan to oterthrowe 
Byfwicheawayashewoldleftfuppoie* 1 

The mighty trone, the precioaa trefor. 
The ]?lorious fceptre, and real majefteie, t4 1 ja 

l*hat hadde the King Kabachodpnofort 
With tonge unoeUtes may defcrived he : 
He twies wan Jerufalem the citee, 
'i'he veflell of the temple he with him ladde; 
At Babiloine was his foveraine fee^ I4I55 

In which his glorie and his delit he hadde. 

The fayreA children of the blood real . 
Of Ifrael he did do gelde anon, 
Aud maked eche of hem to ben his thral. 
Amonges other Daniel was on, 14160 

That was the wifcft child of everich oa. 
Per he the dremes of the king cxpouned, 
Whtr as ill Caldee clerk ne was ther non 
Thac wide to what fin his dremes fuuned. 

This proude king let make a flatue of gold 14x65 
Sixty cuhiteslong andkNttvm^^tcde, 
ir r J. K I A'.:''!afooif onofor'\^ox vXv^VAXc^t^ •ax>.^>JwL\sS\w«- 
i-m ni B.ilthnrar fee DnnicI \-n. T\«:\^xx« v.tvM\^x^N^X'^>»% 
BoiwuCi b. ii. c. xxiu. 
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To wlucb iliitgebothe yonge todkdd 
Commanded he to knite and have in drcd^« 
Orinafeunieisfiilof flametrede . 
He ilmld be brent that wokle DOC obejre;' 14170' 
Bot never wold aflenten to that deds 
Dcoiel,Deh]U]roDgt&hwettwejn&- - 

This king of kittgci proud wa8;lad cbt 4 
He wend that Ood that fit In majdbae 
Ne might him naftberere of hbiBftst: 14175 

But fodenl J he-loft his dignitee, • 
And like a beft him femed for to-be, ' > 
And ete hey as an ose, and biy tiheroiit ; 
In ratn with wtlde beftes walked ke 
Til certain time was yeomeaboot* ' I4180 

AndlikeaneglesfisthefawenhislMres '^ 

His neyles like a briddes clawes were. 
Til God relefed him at certain ycret. 
And yaf him wit, and than with many a tere 
He thanked Ood, and e^er his lif in fiere 14 i^i 

Was he to don amis, or more trefpace ; 
And til that time he laid wa« on his here 
He knew that Ood was fill of might and grace. 

Baiiia/ar. 

His fone, which thst highte Bahhafar, 
That held the regne after his fiidres day, 14 1 9« 
He by his fader cottde not beware. 
For proude he was of herte and of array. 
And eke an ydolafler wat\\e vj. 
His high c/Ut aifured him \n ipTvic \ . 
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Bot Fortune caft htm dooti (and ther 1m li^} I4t|| 
Aod Todenly kit regne g«i devide. 

A fefte he made aoeo-hn lordct alb 
Upoo a time, aad made liem blithe be. 
And than hk offieeres gan he calle; 
Goth hringeth Ibrthe the ^rdfeli, quod he, t4t00 
Which that mffider IB his pni^petitee 
Oot of the temple of Jerafaleai hetaft^ 
And to our highe goddet thanke we 
Of honour, that onr ddret with oalaft. \r 

Hit wif, hit hirdca» and hit ooiic«biae% I4t05 
Ay dronken, while hir oppetitei kft. 
Oat of thife noble rdkh toodrf winea. 
And on a wall this king his eyen caft, 
And faw an hand armies that wrote fnl fiift. 
For fere of whiche he qnokc and fikcd fore s 141IO 
This hand, chat Bakhafiu' fo lore agaft, 
Wrote Maae tecbti Fbares^ and no more. 

In al that lond nu^cien was non 
That coud expounen what this lettre ment* 
But Daniel expouned it anon, T4II5 

And fakl, O King ! God to tby fader lent 
Glorie and honour, regne, trefbur, and rent. 
And he was frouA and nothing God ne dradde, 
And therfore God gret wrecbe upon him fent. 
And him beraft the regne that he hadde. 14210 

He was out caW. o^ rtvwvTvt% cnxciL'^^cLic^ 
With affeswasKvsWViWiocv, 
nd etc hey as aUil m^^^^^^^^^"^^ 
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Til that he knew by grace and by refon 

That God of heven hath domination 14225 

Over every regne and every creature. 

And than had God of him compaflion, 

And him reftorcd his regne and his figure. 

Eke thou that art his Tone art proud alio, 
And know«ft all thife thinges veraily, 14230 

And art rebel to God and art his fo : 
Thou dranke eke of his veflels boldely, 
Thy wif eke and thy wenches finfuUy 
Dranke of the fame veffels fondry wines. 
And heried falfe goddes curfedly, 14235 

Xherfure to thee yfnapen fui gret pine is. 

This hand was fcnt fro God that on the wall 
Wrote Mane ftcoel Phares, tnifteth me. 
Thy regne is don ; thou weyeft nought at all : 
Dividcvl is thy rc^ne, and it Ihul be 14240 

To Medds and to Pedes yovcn, quod he. 
And thilkc fame night this king was flawe. 
And Darius occupied Iu« degree, 
Though he thcrfo had neither right nc lawe. 

I^ordingcs, ciifiimple hereby moun yc take 1 4245 
How that in lordfliip is no ftkerneflV, 
For whnn that Foruiue wol a man forfake 
She bereth away his regne and his richelTe, 
And eke his frendes, hothe more and lefTe ; 
For what man that liath frendes thurgh Fortune 
Mithap wol make hem enc-mics I ge»Te. 1 4 ^5 1 

This proverbc i^ ful loth, and ful commune. 
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Zefiobia, of Pilmerie the qnenet 
(Aswriten Pcrfiemof hire nobkffe) 
So worthy WM in ■mict, and foketWy 14*5^ 

Thit no Wight paflod hire in hudinefle, 
Ne in linage nc in other gcntillefle*' 
Of hinges blood of Perfe it flie delcended ; 
I lay not that ihe hadde moft frirenefie. 
But of hire fliape Ibe might not ben amended. 141^ 

From hire duldhode I finde that Ihe 6cdde 
Office of woman, and to wode flie went. 
And many a wiide hartei blood Ihe Ihedde 
With arwes brode that Ihe to hem fent s 
She was ibfwift that ihe anon hem hent: t4af| 
And whan that flie was elder flie woldkiUe 
Leons, lepards, and beres al torrent. 
And in hire armes weld hem at hire wiUe. 

She dorft the wilde beftes dennes feke. 
And rennen in the mountaignes all the night, I4A7O 
And flepe under the buih ; and Ihe conde eke 
Wraftlcn by veray force and veray might 
With any yong man, were he never fo wights 
Ther mighte nothing in hire armes ftonde : 

♦•. 14253 Zenob'tdl Her ftory Is told by Boccaccy Decaf, fir, 
]. viti. c. 7* but more at large in his book De darts Mulier'tbust 
from which our Author has plainly taken almoft every circum- 
Anacc of his narration, thougli in ver. 14331 he feem» to re- 
fer to Petrarch as h» ot\^m3\."ttT\\x^%"^w««?4book had fal- 
kn into Chaucer's tumAs uu4« tJafct^sos. <&^<x\a<^. 
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She kept hire maidenhode from every wight ; 1 4275 
1 o no man deigned hire for to be bonde. 

But at the laft hire frendes han hire maried 
To Odenat, a prince of that contree, 
Al were it fo that (he hem longe taried. 
And ye (hul underflonden how that he I428d 

Hadde fwiche fantafies as hadde (he; 
But natheles whan they were knit in fere 
' They lived in joye and in felicitee. 
For eche of hem had other lefe and dere ; 

Save o thing, that (he n*olde never aiTente 14285 
By no way that he (hulde by hire lie 
But ones/for it was hire plaine entente 
To have a childe the world to multiplie; 
And al fo fone as that (he might efpie 
That (he was not with childe with that dede, I429« 
Than wold (he fuffer him don his fantafie 
Eftfone, and not but ones out of drede. 

And if (he were with child at thilkc caft 

No more (huld he playen thiike game 

Till fully fourty dayes weren paft, 14^95 

Than wold (he ones fuffre him do the fame. 

Al were this Odcnate wild or tame 

He gate no more of hire, for thus (he fayde, 

-^.1419$. Till fully fourty dayes'] There Is a confufion In this 
paflage which might have been avoided if our Author lud re- 
curred to 'Prebellius Pollio, Trig. Tyrann. c. xxix. Je Zcnobui ; 
** Ciuum fcmel concubuiflet, expcdatis menftruis, continclwt 
** fc li pracpn.ins cflct j (in minus, *acI\xm^xtSla^3Cssw^i^■K^^^^.* 
** di6 Lbcrii (idbAt.** 
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It wat to tntnea ledierie and flUtnie 

In other cas if that meo with hem i^yile. I4jOi 

Twafinwa by thit Odenate iiad Ibe, 
The which (he kept in ▼citue and kttrfire. 
But now onto onr.Tale tnme wc 
I fay ib worlhi{>fii] a creature. 
And wife therwith, and hrgc whh alcAnn, ^4305 
So p«nible in .the wietre, and cmteU eke, 
Ne more biboar might in werre cftdnre. 
Was Don, though all thia woiid men flmUieii fi&e. 
.>, Hire riehe array ne mighte nct^ tbid, 
A« wel in veiTell as in hire dotlung; 1431^ 

She was all'chd in pierrie aiid in gold 3' 
And eke (he lefte not for noo hunting 
To have of fondry tongesfol knowings 
Whan that (he leifer had, and for to entetid 
To lernen bookes was all hire liking, X4SI5 

How (he in vertue might hire lif difpend. 

And fhortly of this ilorie for to trete, 
So doughty was hire hufbond and eke fhe 
That they conquered many regues grete 
In the orient, with many a faire citee 14316 

Appertenaunt unto the majeflee 
Of Rome, and with flrong hand held hem ful faft, 
Ke never might hir fomen don hem flee 
Ay while that Odenates dayes laft. 

Hire hataUkft,y<V\o^Ql\ft.Kem for to rede, 14315 
Againe S'A]^rthtkVa%>^aA^'^^^^w^> • 
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And how that all this proceffe fell in dede, 

Why (he conquered, and what title therto, 

And after of hire mifcbefe and hire wo^ 

How that (he was befe^ed and ytake, . .. . 14330 

Let him unto my maifter Petrark gOy 

That writeth ynoogh of this I undcftaike. 

Whan Odenate was dedfli^ mightily: ^ 
The regnes held« and with hire pmpre hoad 
Againshirfoos (he fought To craelly / '4335 
That ther a'as king ne prince in all that lood 
That he n*aK glad if he that grace fond 
That (he ne wolde upon his lond werreye ; 
With hire they maden alliaunce by bond 
To ben in pees and let hire ride and pleye. 14340 

The Emperour.o£Rome Claudioa^ ■ 
Ne him bcfom the Romain Galien, 
Ne dorfle never be fo corageous» 
Ne non Errain ne non Egiptien, 
Ne Surrien ne non Arabicn, 
Within the feld ne dorfte with hire fight, 
Ijcd that (he wold hem with hire hondes flen, 
Or with hire meinie putten hem to flight. 

In kinges habite wente hire fones two 
As hcires of hir fadrc* rcgnes alle, 
And Heremanno and Timolan 
Hir names were, as Perfiens hem calle. 
But ay Fortune hath in hire hony galle : 
This jTii;;hf y quene may no while tuduit\ 
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KDrtune oBt i>f hire ngne nadalure falls' tIJJJ 
'I'o wrcKhedDeflic abd m nil»etiiire. 

Aureliu, whu thtt the fovcmanea 
Of RMiiecuiieiaiDlibhandcKnrejr, 
HefliopeopaaduiqiitneMdBTuiganKe, 
And wicbhiikgitaiMc toU-Iiiawaj Ifjts 

Toward ZtoMc ; tod, Ihnnl^ far to ^j. 
He made latk tisv md attt hit hwe fccat. 
And fetCred hire Wid eke hitt children twi^. 
And wuithe loud, and home Cn Rami he weol 

Amongciotherlhii^sthal he wan Mjfj 

Hire char, that «n with f^ld wrought and piotlc, 
'rhii grctc RomiiD, thii Auieiiaii, 
Math with bimbd for that men Ihnld it lee. 
Kt-foren hit (riuDiphc walkelh fhe, 
M'kh gille chainctcn hinneclLc honging, MIT* 
("roimed Ihe vis, ai after hire degree, 
Anil fill of pierrie charged hire clothing. 

AtKs, Fortune ! (he that whilom itai 
Drtdi'ful to Vingt) and to empertnirea, 
Ninv giUreth all the peple on hire, alai 1 I437I 

Aij.l (he that heltacd was in ftarkt lloures. 
And wan by force toniiM flronge and tottrei, 

Anit Ihe that bare the fccptre ful of flonret 
Mi:.l bere a diftat, hire cofl for to quite. i^jio 

i'. i4j;S. a ciirffflii.-] ■nilinTOdii drnetenil). wriiienli 
ii,J.r.,-rii7i;if,Hlii(liiieiiuallyuiii«elllBLbIe. 



- • • m9tWw» 

AklumghthaltHcM'fircveMTicMn " 
At any fend that litk iMiow adcMBy 
V«tfck9UteUuibiitSiieimiiai» - 

Tills wide«orMhidintfiAjoftio«V"' . . 
Both eft ali4w«d,(btt(li and fbpMmtkniD. I4385 

Of rubiet, iaphirca;*«Bd of |iarlca trtnu^ 

Were all hji^lwhoa hiMdod ap anil ilMf; 
nrteingoiiiwUignnly^gttlitlflliio; ::- 

More deUcat/iBMofiiiiflpMift of arraff • - 

More proude, ¥NUMNMr« Mi]iefourtka»'|i^«'<4390 
That like clothtte^iialHld'Wl^Md^^ f' 
After that ciine4io'iiVkldbil««9orft^]" I > !■ 
Hettca of gold thredfhad-httgivt^flBtM ' ' 
To fi(h in Tiber whaa4tiirUAto pia^r ; • 
HisluAeswm'ialawifihisdisgreej " ' M395 
For Fortooe -Mjiit- frcad w^ild iMm obi^:^ ' ' 

He Rome breafd Ibv kiidoUiiMito;^ 

The Seiiafcoar« he flow apoo a4af 

To herea how that mca* wold wepevad trie^ 

And flow hit iMrodier, and by liis fuiUr lay. s 44CO 

His moder made he ill pisx>vt -array,' *" ' 

^. i43S5.>bfil6 etndfiptemritnm} The iM(C taA Mrth ; kn\t 
Ubfvt c^n be oodoubtot thcprpprifry of «hf ^m;(iion, w inch 
was firft made, I believe, ined. Urr. In tntHo^n. de la K. t'roni 
wlwfiee great ^ut of thte tnigedf uT Nero fa tnuiiWited, tlic 
fafiage ftanda thtit, ver. -650 1 . ; 

Cc defluyal, que Je te dy, 
£t d*orieat et de mUy, ' ' 
Vl*mct\*mltdt fifiintrimi. 
rJ4t-41tejufU4ici9ib 

•Tji 
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For he hire wombe let iUttflU, to behold 
AVher he conceived w«», 16 w»U wa! 
That he fu Utel qf his modcr tfild. 

No tere out of hi« cyen for that fight I4405 

Nc came, but fajd a ffcire wdnun wit (hel 
Grct wonder it how that he coud or.iiu^a 
Be domefmap of hire dcdc.beiwt^. 
The wine tabringeo hiin.c<iRiinaodcd he. 
And dranke anoo ; fio other Wp he made. IMXt 
Whan might )». joined unto crueltecs 
Alas! to de|>c vol the venime wade. 

In youthc a ihaiftcr had this emperour 
To t^chen him Icttnire and curteiic : 
Tor of moraiitee he was the flour, 14415 

As in his time, hot if bookeft lie ; 
And while this maifler had of him maiftrie 
lie niaked him fo conning and fo fbuple 
' i hnc longe time it was or tyrannic 
Or any vice dorft in him uncouple. I44M 

i his 3encka, of which that I devife, 
Becaufe Nero had of him fwiche drcde, 
1 <;r he fro vices wold him ay chaflife 
Diicrctly, as by word and not by dcdc; 
:^ i: c\ he wold fay, an emperour mote nede 14415 

-^. 144.0S dorr.ffman} Judfre; the word in Bocthius, whoiuu 
aho related this ftory, is ccnjor^ 1. ii. mcU vi.j 
Ora non tinxit Ucrymi£, fed eOe 
Cmftit fx'lndli potuil decoris— — 

\\)ri h our Author has thus rendered in hisprore vcrfion; " K« 
«' i; ) tere wctte his face, but he was fo harde herted tftat Isc 
• uiL'ht be do-n^flMan or Judge of her dedde beautec.** 



Be f am wiU 'iuit lt tt Aatjnr mn ies 

For whicMt^iufdft tilOi ia a badse to Uede 
OirbAhe hit btHMtilllM tua&e die. 

Thii WcTQliMfl dbi eft teftnmawice 
InyoathftgeiiuliiiaBtifteriMrtorifey 14430 

'Which afterwald hiai ^thoDgfat » grec grfeyannce, 
TherfofihMMMiatai-aicB ia tiw wilb. 
gi» iilithekt this ftiiibi the ititt ■■ 
Cheetinm^bmhito^fe'thfahwincffg 
Rather than hanaondKrcuttcotifiis. . . . I44S5 
And thtuhaili HeM Mnhitnaifter dece. 

Now f eU it ib tint t^rtoae liik no kiiger 
tQM%be iMe«if Nero Db eheiice. 
For choogh that he w«ve4lro«g jet was (he flrenger. 
She thoaghfas (h»s; hjr i3od I am to nice 14440 

To fet a ttadltAt is liilfilled of vice 
la high degree, and Emperoarhim calk : 
By God out of hit fete I wol him trice : 
VHtaa he left wetteth <oiwA fliai hefaUc. 

The peple refe open iuta en a night ■ 14445 

For his de&ute, and whin he k ciiiied 
Oat of his doves anon he hath him dight 
Alone, and ther he wend han ben allied 
He knocked &ft, and af the more he cried 
The fader fhetten they hir dores alie ; '4450 

Tho wift he wel he had himiclf mifgied. 
And went bis way ; no lenger dorft he calie. 

Tuj 




TttKbtcabjrafinpa.aadrM, ,. . 
And to dnft thalM t*« h- gui M ffe^ 
Toflenhho, ■niltog^^norbUhed.- 
Thai to hii^ body whan tint he were ded I 
Woe no defph ydon tar bii defame. 
Hinrtlf he fkiw, be coud no bettei- rede. 
Of which FortDDc lough and hadde » gMoa^ 

Wa> never tajdunie eader a king 
Thil rf gneii mo put in fubiediouii, l 

Ke ftieneer vu in Icld o( die thing 
As in his time, nc gretrr cf renonn, 
Ne more pompoiis ta hr^h prefiuniiEioiiD, 
Than Holohinc, nhi4:h thU Fortune ay luft 
So likerouQy, and lad him up iDd dooir, i 

Til that hii hed wai of or ihu h« wid. 

Not only that thiiwoild had him ID awe 
PorUlJDgaf richefTe and libttrtee, 
But he made eicrj man reoeichUlawe. 
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Nabochodoildror was God, fayd he ; X4480 

Kon other god ae fhulde honoured be. 

Agcins his hefte ther dare no wight trefpace 

Save in Bethiilia, a ftrong citee, 

Wher Eliachzm a preeft was of that place. 

But tahe kepe of the deth of Holoferac : 144 85 
Amid his hoA he dronken lay a tiight 
T/ithin his tente, large as 2s a berae } 
And yet for all his ponipe and aM hi* might 
Jadtth, a woman, as he lay upright 
SIeping« his hed of Iniote, and firo his tcote 14490 
Ful prively fbe ftale from Cfctf wight, 
And with his hed Onto hire tcfun (he wente. 

What nedeth it of King Aneiochua 
To tell his high and real majcftee. 
His gret pride, and his werkes ▼enimoas ? 14495 
For f wiche another was ther n6A as he : 
Rcdcth what that he was in Maehabe, 
And tcdeth the proud wordes that he feid. 
And why hp fell from his profperitee, 
And in an hill how Wretchedly he dei<L X45CO 

♦•. 144S4 rrber KliacSini] t cannot find iny pricft of tf\is 
miv.c in the book of Judith, The HlghPrfefl of Jcrufalcni H 
cailcii y^adm in c. iv, which name would fuie the verfe better 
tliAii nil u-bim. 

■^ 14403. Aiitlocbuil This tragedy is a poetical parai-lu'-.O* 
cf frc'v-rii MiscabteSy chup. \%, 
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But of W» P"f^^ Win. J. foti**"** 

LtfromhUpurposcujW^y„„„,,,ft«.oe. 

God daunted aUmsp 
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For he fo fore fell out of his chare 

That it hlb liiumes aiid his Ikitine to-tare, 

So that he neither mighte go ne nde» 1453^ 

But in a chaierc men about him. bare, 

A lie forbrufed bothc bak and fide.. . 

I'he wreche of God him fmote fo.druelly' . 
That thurgh his body wicked wormes crept^ 
And therwithal htjjQife;^^ fo horribly. 14535 

That non of all his meinie that him kept, . 
Whether fo that he woke or elle*' flt^pt* 
Ne mighte not of him the ftinke.«Qdure. 
la thiK mifchicfe he wailed and eke wept, . 
And knew God lord of every creature ' 1454® 

To all his hoft and to himfelf alfo 
Ful wlatfom was the (linke of his careine ; 
No man ne niighte him beren to ne ho j 
And Hi this (linke and this horrible peine 
He flarf ful wretchedly in a mountatne. 14545 

Thus hath this robbour and this homicide. 
That maay a roan made (o wcpe and pleine, 
Swiche guerdon as belongeth unto pride. 

Alexander* 

The ftorie of Alexandre is fo commune 
That every wight that hath difcretioun 14550 

Hath herd foniwhat or all of hii> fortune. 
This wide world, as in conclufioun, 
He wan by ilrcngth, or for his high rcDo«B 



The pride qlvMMilMft hit hf^}nto^*-A ?i[^ 
CoiiiperifbB tfi%toMf tTfit ttflMllkl--' *- "' *' ^'^ 

PoraltU|4»Mttib»4M4e4»l4W^ ' * 

He WM gi|MijhllHii> ini ^frcfatatf 'JWy ' • tib<» 
femfte him miKaifci fcrHaWtoJHrtttiiitt ^ ' ^ 
Save wine M4^i^MMttlMtW»9##liytffH^ * 
HUhighentitf«»itoia^ftii^t^tlA*y'-*~*^^ ' 
SowMhefiiUflMk4ft*i«M«KM-'^'-''''*-' ■''-— ^--iv-" ' 

Whacpril«w««litdiaui>AMrigli iT^tflM «rj4^ 
Of Pirim, ao4«1i«ldft*<lioiifaaii%Bte^ ./7u::i :-i 
OfkmgeHpriiic«ij4hte>«iri»Md, ' • >- ■ 
Which he cMiy^tcrii'itedlMni^^hew Ibto-w^- 
I fay M fer as fuika tiftfy^rtlk or ^ 
The wmid ww%is^|!%»hiil OmlA tai6k«^t|ftj?t4570 
l^t though (fiffele«Mold'7d«iMelriifi'o '•''-■ - 
Of his koighthode tt ^hl« ^tot Aiffice. ' ' 

Twelf ^ere he MgK«d, fltf foith M«ehahie : 
PhilippusfoBC-df Mtk^doioehewaB^' '- 
That firfl was king in Greece the contiee. 145 75 
O worthy gemil Alexandre ! afai^ * ^ ■ 
That CvcT fhuld thee faUen f'^ibhe ti cas ! 
Enpoilonedof thyn oWcn folke tJuHi were; 
Thy (is Fortune hath turned into an a% - * 

And yet for t)ie^ lit '^^^ ftk«. «Mtei? a Ure ^ 1 45 80 

Who fhal me ^t\-cn x.«t?»x.o cQ\sv'^"ivc»fe 
The deth of gerxuWcfie ^^oI^x^m^Ok&s.. 



Ml i..,- i 
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't'hat all this^^ld welded ih hit dtaaiiie. 

And yet hini thought it mighte not fuffice ? 

So fui \va'B his corage of high ein|)rife. 143 S5 

Alas ! who fhai mt helpen to endite 

Falfe Fortune, and|)Qiron to defptfe ? 

The whiche two of ail this wo I wite. 

yalhi* Cffar* 
By wifdome, manhode, and by grtt labour, 

From humblehede to reaLmajeftee 1 45 90 

Up rofe he JiiJtus the conquerour, 
That-wan all the ^cidcot by hood and fee 
By ftrengthe o( hood or elleft by^ tretee, 
And unto Rom^made hem cributariey 

And fith of Rome the Emperour was he X4595 
Til that Fortune wcxe his advcriarie. 
O mighty Ccfar ! that in ThciTaKe 
Ageins.Pompcius, father thiu in lawe. 
That of the orient had all the chivalrie 
As fcr as that the. day beginneth dawe, I46CO 

Thou thurgh thy knighthode haft hem take and flawe. 
Save few folk that with Pompcius fiedde, 
7'hurgh which thou put all the orient in awe, 
Thanke Fortune that fo wcl thee fpedde. 

But now a litel while I wol bewaile 1 4605 

This Pompeius, this noble goremour 
Of Rome, which that fled at this bataille. 
I fay on cf his men, a falfe traitour, 
His htd oZ/motc, to winntn K\iw ^^^oah 





They weren gliii for peei u 
The pride oCiann and boll I 
Whir fa he cuiie, unto the 

Campuifou mighteeun 
Betwii him anil aiiatherca 
ForiUhhwOTldfor droiiei 
He WIS el knighihods ami • 
FonuDe him ntKkcd tlkc hei 
Sue wine Md wnmcn noth 
Hi; bigli etUCDte in armea j 
l>u was he ful of leonia lor^ 

WhsLpriiwereittohim 
Of Uuius, an4in huticlrad 
Of kingcs, princei, dukei, i 
M'htch he CDDqutrcd, and b 
1 Tay as fdr a man may ride 

I'cr thougli I wrote or Xitd 

Ofhii kni^thode tt might 
'Sivclfyere he WBied, " 
Phllij.pui, (one-df Micedott 
'i hai iirft ttit king in Gree 
O wotlliygentiiAlexandrt 
Thaiif ler fhuld thee fallen 
EnpoiloaeJof thyn ovtat I 
Thy lis tonuae haih turne 
AQdyeitorthee M wcpfl 
WhoflialmtyJvcn^L-i'- 
TiedclhofgtQtillelTcaQd 
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ill this^w^ld welded in his dcmaine, 
^et hini thooghc it mighte not fuffice ? 
. \v2a hit cora^e of high emprifc 143 ?s 

! who ihai mc helpen to endite 
: Fortune, and poifon to defpife ? 
whiche two of all this wo I wice. 
yaliux Cefar, 
iy wifdome, manhode, and by gret labonr, 
m humblehede to real majeftee 145^^ 

I rofe he Jdiiius the conquerour, 
i»c wan all the Occident by lend and fee 
f flrengthe of hond or elleii by tretee, 
.n<I unto Rome made hem tributarie, 
ind iith of Rome the Kmpcrour waft he ^4505 
'il tint Fortune wexe his advtriaric. 
O mighty Ccfar ! that in '['hciTiKc 
\gcins Pompcius« father thin m bwc, 
^hat of the orient had aii tlie chivalrie 
Lr for as that the <Uy bcginneth dawe, I46CO 

"hoti thurgh thy knighthodchafl hem take and ilawe, 
ivc few folk that with Tompcius ficddc, 
'hurgh which thru put all the orient in awe, ! 

'hanke Fortune that fo wcl thee fpcdde. ' 

But now a litel whilo 1 wol bewailc lA^-^S j 

his Pompeius, thi* noble govemour 
f Rome, which that iied at this bataille. 
fay on cf his men, a fii\^e traitour, 
Lis hcd cf fmote, to winncn him fa Tour 
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He wencd.wcl for that Fortune him fent * 14655 

Swiche hap that he efcapcd thorgh the rain • 

That of his fooa he mighte not be flain ; 

And eke a fweveo opon a night he mette 

Of which he \i'a8 fo proud and eke fo fain 

That in vengeance he all his herte fette. I4660 

Upon a tree he was, as that him thought, 
Ther Jupiter him wesfhe both bak and fide. 
And Phebus eke a faire towail him brought 
To drie him with, and therfore wei his pride. 
And to his doughter that ftood him befide, 14665 
Which that he knew in high fcieAce habonnd. 
He bad hire tell him what it fignified. 
And (he his dreme began right thus expound. 

The tree (quod flie) the galwes is to mene, 
And Jupiter betokeneth fnow and rain, X4670 

And Phebus widi his towail clere and dene, 
Tho ben the fonnes ftremes, foth to fain : 
Thou {halt anhangcd be, fader, certain ; 
Rain ihal thee waih, and fonne (hal thee drie. 
Thus warned him ful plat and eke ful plain 1 4675 
His doughter, which that called was Phanie. 

Anhanged was Crefus the proudcking ; 
His real trone might him not availle : 
Tragcdie is non other maner thing, 

ir- 14679. Tr.ijCifie isl This rcflcdion feems to have bce« 
r.i'"'t.'lU"t' b\ one vs;\\\c\v^c\\ov.%^c>K^\iSxvc the mentum of Croe- 
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Ke can in finging crlcn ne bewftile, - -14680 
But for that FortUDe all day wol afTaille ■ 
With uDWare ftroke the regnes that ben pronde ; 
For whan men truften hire than wol flie &ille, 
And cover hire bright face with a doude. 

Piter of Spaime, 
O noble, o worthy, Petro, glorie of Spaine ! I4 685 
Whom Fortune held fo high in majeflee, 
Wei oughten men thy pitonsdcth complaine : 
Out of thy lond thy brother made thee flee, 
And after at a fege by fotiltee 
Thou were betraied and lad unto his tent, Z4690 

** bewaylen the cryinp^ of tragedyes bat ondy the dedf.s of 
** Fortune, that with an aukewarde ftnAe oratourneth the 
•• realmes of grcte nobleye >'» 

•^. 1468$. Petro of Spaine} This traKedie and the three fol* 
lowing, in feveral mff are iofcrted before, after ver. 14380, i'o 
that The Monkes Tate etidt with ver. 14664 ; 

And cover hire brifbt face with a cloade. 
In favour of this arrangement It may be obferved, that when 
the Monk is interrupted the Hofte alludes to this line as frelh 
in his memory, ver 14788. ; 

Ue ffake buw F§rtutu covered v/itb a cl0tuU> 

1 wute not what, and aU of a tragedU 

Right now ye herd 
where tragfdie may be fuppofbd to allude to ver. 14619. — Oti 
the other hand, though the Monk profiefledly diflregards chro- 
nological order, thefe very modem ftories in the midft of the 
ancient make an aukward appearance ; and as the Hofte declares 
himfelf to have been half afleep he may very well be fuppofed 
to fpeak from a confufed recolledton of what had been faid 
ciphty*elght verfes before 5 and what he fays of trag:i':c niav 
be referred to ver 14768. — I have followed t.\\t w»i!t\ v:J^^<.^ 
red ifl the belt m/T. C. i, Ajk. \ , z, H-i. 
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Himfetf difpeired At for hanger (taxf, '^AliS 
Thus ended is thb mighty £ri of Pife : 
From high eftat Fortune away him carL 
Of this tragedie it ought yooogh fuffice ; 
Who fo wol here it in a longer wife 
Redeth the grete poete of itaille 14770 

1'hat highte Dante, for he can it devtfe 
Fro point to point ; not o word wol he faille. X4774 

f . 1476 J, 6,2 Thcfc two verfes In the editt. have been tna/i 
pofcd, to tlK con^boa of the fienfe u well m of the metric 



. d worthy Petr9!Siago£Cypn<Ilby 
That ^ksB&drie w«n hjhtghniafiiie, 
Ful many an Hethen wioiig^btdft thoa fal wo, 
Of which thin own Ueges had esvidy^^ - 
AodfomothJDghiitforthyjdiiTahie . 1470J; 
They in thy bed haa (lain thfie:b|bthemorwc. 
(Thaa can Foitule hire whele g^oremie and gie. 
And out of j«ye briogen meti fd kam* 

Of Milane grote Bamabo Vlfoonnt,. . 
€hHlofdelic,aadfcoiirgeofiiaDibardii^. . I47i<^ 
yvhf- fhnld I not dun infdrtone actotint* 
Sith in eftat thoadomben were ib h^? 
Thy brothers fooe, that i^aa thy doable aUie, 

^•.I47tyf« PetroKhii tfCypr^ Consernhig the taking of 
Alexandria by thU jHrinoe* aod hb otber eiEploitt* fee the note 
mn ver. $ i|.«nd tht authors there cited. Ho was.afialfinated in 
"ijllS^t Atad". des In/, t. xt. p. 43i9> 

1^. 14709' Batncdmt^JtotaiQ BcmaWVIItontUI'u&eoBfnafi, 
was dcpufied by hisiiyq^bewyaiid thro«n»)iitajfifoci, wliere he 
died in I fis.— — X did not atten4 to this drcumfUnce when 
ItatedtheinlfitfreaianbfSti^wefn tjSias th^laref! hiHo- 
ffkal AdnbemjodedJa tlwft Tales, Dijtotrfe^ ^c. n . 6. Tfie 
jdcathof B^m^bo was certidnly lata*. Fortuoatdy howevei this 
vAerence of four years bas no other coniequence than rliat it 
snalces tKe mppofed date of the pHgtiihage in 1 383, which wis 
teftyre very doobtful, ftUl more improbable. The Knight mi^hc 
At protably be upon a pilgrimage in 1 3S7 as in 1 383, accord-^ 
Jng to the precedent of Sir Mathew dc Courney. See note on 
W.43. . 
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For he thy nevew was and fone in la we. 
Within his prifon made he thee to die, X47'5 

But why ne how n'ot I that thou were flawe. 

Hugelin of Fife. 

Of the Erl Hugelin of Pife the langoor 
Ther may no tonge tellen for pitee. 
But liccl out of Pife flant a tour, 
In whiche tour in prifon yput was he, 14730 

And with him ben his litel children three, 
1 he eldeft fcarfcly fire ycrc was of age : 
Alas ! Fortune, it was grct cnieltee 
Swiche briddesfor to put in fwiche a cage. 

Darapned was he to die in that prifon, lAl^S 
For Roger which that Bifhop was of Pife 
Had on him made a falfe fu^eftion, 
Thurgh which the pcplc gan upon him rife. 
And put him in ptifon in fwiche a wife 
A*? ye han herd ; and mete and drinhc he had I4730 
So fnidlc, that wcl unnethe it may fufHfe, 
And t'ncrwithal it was ful poure and bad. 
Ar.d on a day befell that in that houre 
V/l'.an thi.t his mete wont was to be brought 
'Die frailer fhctie the cores of the toure ; 14735 

lie IiiTC'l it xvel, but he fpake right nought : 
Aii J iij h:5 hcrtc anon thtr fell a thought 

^. 14."' r. H-.-rt'Iii 0/ ?ij«'\ CKaucer himfelfhas referred uf 



mt KOKKIt TALI. a35 

That they lor hunger wolden do him dien : 
Alas ! quod he, alas that I was wroo^t ! 
Therwiih the teres £ellen fro hit eyen. 14 740 

HU yon^ foDe, chat thvee yere was of age. 
Unto him faid, Fader, why do ye wepe ? 
Whan will the gailer bringen oar potage f 
Is ther no morfel bred that ye do kepe f 
I am £0 hungry that I may not flepe. 14 745 

Now wolde God that I might flepen ever, 
Than ihuld not hunger in my wombe crepe ; 
Ther n*is no thing fauf bred that me were lever. 

Thus day by day this childe began to crie, 
Til in hia fadres barme adoun it lay, ' 4 7 j O 

And faide, Farcwel, fader, I mote die ; 
And kifl his fader, and dide the fame day. 
And whan the woful fader did it fey 
For wo his armes two he gan to bite. 
And faide, Alas! Fortune, and wala wa! 1 4 75 5 

Thy falfe whele my wo all may I wite. 

His children wenden that for hunger it was 
That he his armes gnowe, and not for wo. 
And faydcn, Fader, do not fo, alas ! 
But rather ete the flefh upon us two : 14760 

Our ilcfh thou yaf us, take our ilcfh us fro, 
And etc yoough. Right thus they to him ftidc, 
And after that, within a day or two, 
They laidc hem in his lappe adoun and deidc. 



Uf. 



'' i n 



